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Gen 29



“Be Not Deceived”
Well as we have been looking at the life of Jacob these last couple of weeks 
We see that Jacob has been guilty of a very common mistake that we often make 
And that is of trying to help God out. 
Believing in the purposes of God, 
Knowing that God is desiring to accomplish certain things, 
And we somehow develop a complex that God can not do His work unless we help Him out. 
Surely the work of God will fail unless we step in and take charge.

It was God's will that Jacob receive the blessing of Isaac. 
Before he was born, Rebekah was praying about her problem pregnancy 
And God told her that there were two nations within her womb that were warring with each other 
And that the elder would serve the younger. 
Isaac was seeking to reverse that and give the blessing to Esau.

Rebekah, knowing that Isaac was planning to bless Esau, 
Had Jacob disguise himself and take in goat meat prepared to taste like the venison that Isaac loved. 
So, Jacob disguised as Esau deceived his father and claimed to be Esau. 
Isaac ate of the meat and blessed Jacob with the blessing he had prepared to bless Esau. 
When Esau came in with the venison afterward, 
Isaac, trembling with great tremblings, knowing that his plan to cross the plan of God had been thwarted.

Although Esau wept, it was for the blessing and not out of repentance. 
And he comforted himself with thinking Isaac would die soon and then he would kill Jacob. 
Rebekah learned of this and called Jacob and told him to go to her brothers house in Haran until it was safe Jacob fled from that place, near Beer-sheba, to Bethel (or what was Luz)

And there he had a vision of God opening up heaven

And the LORD spoke to him and promised him the same promises given to his father’s father Abraham

And he woke up in the morning and said “surely God is in this place and I knew it not”

And so we enter Chapter 29 and it says

So Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the people of the East. 2 And he looked, and saw a well in the field; and behold, there were three flocks of sheep lying by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks. A large stone was on the well’s mouth. 3 Now all the flocks would be gathered there; and they would roll the stone from the well’s mouth, water the sheep, and put the stone back in its place on the well’s mouth.
4 And Jacob said to them, “My brethren, where are you from?”

And they said, “We are from Haran.”

5 Then he said to them, “Do you know Laban the son of Nahor?”

And they said, “We know him.”

6 So he said to them, “Is he well?”

And they said, “He is well. And look, his daughter Rachel is coming with the sheep.”

7 Then he said, “Look, it is still high day; it is not time for the cattle to be gathered together. Water the sheep, and go and feed them.”
That here was a man who had received a marvelous vision from God

And after that he hastened on his way 
(continued on his journey is lit., “picked up his feet”). 
And made it the 500 miles or so to the people of the east

He was a man seemingly with a plan

Then he “happened” onto a spot where a well was located; 
it “happened” to be near Haran, where Laban lived 
and Laban’s daughter Rachel just “happened” to be coming to the well
And we know things don’t just “happen”

That it is not about “luck”

And that as the Jews say, that “coincidence is not a kosher word”

That this timing was the work of the loving sovereign God who was leading all the way
The fact that the meeting took place at a well is significant 
Both because a well was often associated with God’s blessing
And because it is where Rebekah was found for Isaac

So in more than one way “the well” had significance to Jacob

And so often the LORD will speak to us through those “significant things”

Things that mean something inside us or to us

So we see that as Jacob “picked up his feet” and moved forward

That the LORD directed him
And brought him to “just the right spot” at “just the right time”

And though we see God leading him

It would seem Jacob is still working on the conniving  
Because evidently, as soon as he is told it is Laban’s daughter Rachel that is coming with the sheep

It says then he said “thanks guys”

Oh no, wait…

It says then he said, “Look, it is still high day; it is not time for the cattle to be gathered together. Water the sheep, and go and feed them.”

It would seem that Jacob wanted to get rid of these guys, with their sheep, 
So that when Rachel arrived he would be alone with her. 
It is interesting that God led Jacob to the right well, even at the right time, and brought the right girl

But Jacob was still deceived into thinking he needs to be in control

And starts telling the shepherds what to do

8 But they said, “We cannot until all the flocks are gathered together, and they have rolled the stone from the well’s mouth; then we water the sheep.”

9 Now while he was still speaking with them, Rachel came with her father’s sheep, for she was a shepherdess. 10 And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother’s brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother’s brother, that Jacob went near and rolled the stone from the well’s mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother’s brother.

So we see that his attempt to send them away doesn’t work
That they have a reason that they gather here to water the sheep

It was a different type of well and not the usual type where you are dipping a bucket in for the water. 

It was closed by a rock and when the rock was rolled back the water would flow out and water the sheep. The stone was probably too heavy for these small boys to roll 

So they would wait until a group would arrive and then together they would roll the stone back. 

They were gathering early, probably to get in line for the water.

And it says while they were still speaking

That Rachel arrived with the sheep
And so what do we see but that Jacob decides to be helpful
And “he” goes and rolls away the stone and waters Laban’s sheep

Not a “can I help”

Or “what can I do”

But a “here I am”

Jacob was probably showing off a bit for Rachel
Still trying to be in control and maybe show his strength
Remember he was over 70 at this time

And it says in verse 11

11 Then Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice and wept. 12 And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father’s relative and that he was Rebekah’s son. So she ran and told her father.
Jacob kissed her and she was gunna run and tattle to daddy (kidding)

This was a typical oriental greeting.

(though we don’t know how exuberant he was)

And it may not have happened in that exact order, 
But Rachel obviously was taken aback by the whole scene. 
No doubt, she had heard the story of her Aunt Rebekah, who was taken, by the servant of Abraham, 
To be the wife of Abraham's son in the promised land

How the story had involved the well and how Rebekah had been prosperous as the wife of Isaac. 
And right here before her is one of Rebekah’s son

So she runs to tell her father that his nephew is here

13 Then it came to pass, when Laban heard the report about Jacob his sister’s son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced him and kissed him, and brought him to his house. So he told Laban all these things. 14 And Laban said to him, “Surely you are my bone and my flesh.” And he stayed with him for a month.
That surely there was rejoicing in the arrival of his nephew

And he ran to meet him and greeted him in that same way by kissing him

And it says that he brought him to his house

And claimed him as kin

And Jacob stayed with him for a month

Now this all sounds good

But we need to remember the Laban that we met before

That when Eliezer came back in Chapter 24

And he gave Rebekah the rings and the bracelets
She ran to tell the family and it said in Ch 24
29 Now Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban, and Laban ran out to the man by the well. 30 So it came to pass, when he saw the nose ring, and the bracelets on his sister’s wrists, and when he heard the words of his sister Rebekah, saying, “Thus the man spoke to me,” that he went to the man. And there he stood by the camels at the well. 31 And he said, “Come in, O blessed of the Lord! Why do you stand outside? For I have prepared the house, and a place for the camels.”
And the word there for saw is used in a way that means

“continually gazing”

That they got his attention

And he ran to greet him and said

“WELCOME, you with all the wealth”

Come on in…

And here we see the same type of behavior

That Jacob is a wealthy relative

So Laban is eager to bring him in

And Jacob stayed for a month

Then it says in verse 15

15 Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my relative, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what should your wages be?”

And at face value it may look like Laban is being thoughtful
That maybe he just wants to “compensate” Jacob for the work
But also likely that he is not seeing the wealth that he expected after being there a month

And he wants Jacob to start working officially
That yeah he may have been working

Even working diligently

But Laban was not his boss

So he says, how bout we make official

What do you think is reasonable (though we will see that Laban will change it many times really not caring
And so we see as it says in verse 16
16 Now Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17 Leah’s eyes were delicate, but Rachel was beautiful of form and appearance.
18 Now Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for Rachel your younger daughter.”

19 And Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to another man. Stay with me.”

Tender eyed or delicate means weak-eyed or dim and is not flattering. 
Some say it meant that they were blue and that blue eyes were a sign of weakness in that culture. 
Some have said that she couldn’t see well

And then some have said that it could mean that she was “dreary or depressed all the time”

That there was no life behind her eyes

That it was that they were “weak” in an inner sense revealed through her eyes

We don't know what exactly because the scripture doesn't say. 
But what it does say is that Rachel, the youngest daughter, 
Was beautiful of form and appearance.

That she was pretty 
And we saw a hard worker, tending to the sheep

And she was the first one that Jacob met

And it says there in verse 18 that “Jacob loved Rachel”

That regardless of why…”Jacob loved her”
That the LORD had led him to her

That he had seen her as she came watering the sheep that day

That he had heard her as they talked that day and no doubt more during his stay

And that during that time he became attached to her

And now his praise rang out

And he claimed that he loved her

But what is remarkable is that he said he would serve “seven years for her”
That though he was a man that had always “done it himself”

That even as he lifted up his feet and came from that meeting with God

That he was still trying to control the situation…here we see a change
He could have promised some money as a dowry

Maybe he could have made up some big story that would have been believed (he coulda kept conniving)
But the bottom line is that he knew that he was cut off from his fathers wealth

That though he received the “blessing”

He had to run away

And now Esau was there in Canaan with all the family goods

And with the intent of killing Jacob the first chance he got

So what was Jacob to do?
We see here

He learns to patiently wait on God

That despite that he had no money

He had no home

His future was unsure except what God had promised

But because he loved Rachel

He said, “I will serve you seven years for Rachel your younger daughter”
And Laban said, that works for me

And now, so do you

And the deal was made between Laban and Jacob.

And it seemed all was well

And verse 20 tells us

20So Jacob served seven years for Rachel & they seemed only a few days to him because of the love he had for her
That indeed it was “love”

And that Jacob was willing to wait

That he would serve for 7 years for her hand in marriage

And the incredible statement that it “seemed only a few days to him because of the love he had for her.”
That to him all the labor would be worth it on that final day when they were together

That yes it was hard now, But oh my what happiness then

And that it would be worth every second in the end

That is part of the reason for chastity before marriage

That the LORD desires it and so we should do it

But even more import to the relationship

Is that it makes it all the more special in the end

Be not deceived
That true love “does wait”
It doesn’t have to be forced to wait

It just does wait

Because what it “waits for” is worth it

With eager anticipation and much intensity

With much labor and diligence in the mean time
But it does wait

Even as Jacob does

Building the relationship
Intertwining the lives

Surviving hardships

Securing the future

To often people jump into relationships
They try before they buy

They want all the pleasures before the pangs of understanding

They don’t want to wait for it to grow

And there is no root system to cling to when tough times come

And we need to understand as believers that it is much the same
That it is the same for us

If we love the LORD

Then we wait for Him

With eager anticipation and much intensity

With much labor and diligence in the mean time

Building the relationship

Intertwining the lives

Securing the future

But it takes those pangs of understanding

It takes waiting for it to grow

And it takes building that root system that will survive

Jesus said that ones that fail are like the ones that receive the seed on rocky soil

13 Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away.
That yes, do not be deceived, difficulties will come
Times of great struggle and labor

But don’t give up

Don’t turn your back

Because yes it is hard now, But oh my what happiness then

And that yes it will be worth every second in the end

So wait…because true love waits…and Jacob did
He worked his seven years and then we see in verse 21
21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in to her.”

That he had completed his part of the bargain and now he desired his bride

So he went to Laban and said so and verse 22 says
22 And Laban gathered together all the men of the place and made a feast. 23 Now it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. 24 And Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah as a maid. 25 So it came to pass in the morning, that behold, it was Leah. And he said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Was it not for Rachel that I served you? Why then have you deceived me?” 26 And Laban said, “It must not be done so in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn. 27 Fulfill her week and we will give you this one also for the service which you will serve with me still another seven years”

That here we see the true character of Laban
That really he is not that much different than the old Jacob

He has pulled the switch on Jacob, just like Jacob did on Isaac
Kinda funny that Jacob asked Laban why he had deceived him; 
When "he" was there running from his brother Esau, because he had deceived Isaac, his father. 
I wonder if those words rang in his ears as he said them

Because the Bible says in Galatians 6:7, 
"Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 
Adoni-bezek, in Judges 1:7, when he was captured and they cut off his thumbs and his great toes, said,  “Seventy kings with their thumbs and big toes cut off used to gather scraps under my table; 

as I have done, so God has repaid me.” 
This is a law that God has established within nature. 
Life would be almost impossible without it

If you did not reap what you sowed, the whole agriculture industry would be a mess

Planting strawberries and getting squash

Expect corn and get a melon

It just wouldn’t work

And just as much in other areas of our life

The Bible affirms that it is also true in the spiritual realm. 
Job 4:8 says "Even as I have seen, they that plough iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same"
So we should take great care what you allow to be sown in your mind.
If you think you can escape this law, you are only deceiving yourself. 

That is why movies and T.V. are such corrupting forces in our society today.  
They are constantly planting corruption and filth into the minds of those who watch the junk they portray.
Be not deceived, it affects you

You reap what you so

God's word gives us many examples of this truth.

Pharoah ordered that they drown all the babies of the Isrealites, he ended up being drowned.

Korah caused a split in the people of Isreal, God split the earth and swallowed him alive into the pit.

Paul the apostle stood by and encouraged those who were stoning Steven, he later was stoned.

The story of Jacob a classic example.

He deceived his father, now he is being deceived by his father-in-law.

He took advantage of the fact that his father could not see and pretended to be his brother.

Laban took advantage that Jacob could not see in the dark, and Leah pretended to be her sister.
He deceived his father into thinking he was the elder brother in order to gain the birthright.

Leah pretended to be the younger sister in order to become his wife.

In both cases there are the customs concerning the firstborn
It was the custom for the elder son to receive the blessing and the birthright.

It was the custom according to Laban, that the elder sister had to be married first.
Jacob's deception pretending to be his brother was set up by his mother. 
Leah's deception pretending to be her younger sister was set up by her father.

Later we see Rachel deceiving her father concerning the family idols which she took when they left.

Jacob used the skins of goats upon his hands and neck to deceive his father.  
Later his sons put the blood of a goat upon the coat of their brother Joseph 
to deceive Jacob into believing that Joseph was dead.


(what you pour into your life, is what it will be filled with)
In the same token, the study of the Bible will always bring forth good fruit in your life.

Jesus likened it to a seed being planted in your life.
And that is good

Because it “will grow” and we know it will be “what was sown”


(If that’s what’s poured in, then that’s what will fill you up)
So we need to do as we have been studying in 2Pet to giving all diligence to add to our faith

To be a workman that need not be ashamed

To multiply grace and peace through the knowledge of Jesus Christ

And how do we get this spiritual growth

By planting spiritual things

And here we see Jacob is learning some lessons

And Laban agrees to give him Rachel for another seven years of labor

And verse 28 says

28 Then Jacob did so and fulfilled her week. So he gave him his daughter Rachel as wife also. 29 And Laban gave his maid Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as a maid. 30 Then Jacob also went in to Rachel, and he also loved Rachel more than Leah. And he served with Laban still another seven years.

Jacob has “deceived” and now he has “been deceived” by Laban.
Laban we see is a man of poor character

Later on in the story, 
Jacob says Laban has changed his wages ten different times in the years he worked for him. 
Laban is indeed a deceiver, but we see with God’s help, Jacob ends up blessed
That as he turned himself towards the Lord, that He gave him the desires of his heart.

It was the custom of the time when you got married to spend the first week with your wife. 
And Jacob did so, though he had not chosen her

And after that week he was given his beloved Rachel even as he desired

And some have said how bad Jacob was for not loving Leah

But in reality she was not his choice

Certainly there was deception on Laban’s part

And maybe even on Leah’s though maybe she was just submitting to her father

But the bottom line is that Jacob didn’t love Leah and there was no deception on his part

He fulfilled his responsibilities to her

But there was no love

There was no attachment, no bond
And why would there be in the circumstances that they we in

Her father was to blame and maybe her too

But the fault was not Jacobs this time

And then we see in verse 31

31 When the Lord saw that Leah was unloved, He opened her womb; but Rachel was barren.

That despite the fact that she was not loved by her husband

The Lord blessed her and opened her womb

That in that culture for a woman to bare children, especially male children was their biggest blessing

And we see that the LORD blessed Leah

But withheld from Rachel

That Leah had her trials

But so did Rachel

And we see here how Leah responds
In verse 32 it says
32 So Leah conceived and bore a son, and she called his name Reuben; for she said, “The Lord has surely looked on my affliction. Now therefore, my husband will love me.”
That Leah named her firstborn Reuben 

Which means, "Look a son." 

Recognizing that the LORD had seen her situation 

And she figured that this birth would bring her Jacob's love.

But it didn’t

33 Then she conceived again and bore a son, and said, “Because the Lord has heard that I am unloved, He has therefore given me this son also.” And she called his name Simeon.
The first son was called, "look" 

And now the second son was called "hear." 

The LORD had seen and had heard Leah's grief in that she was not loved.

And so he blessed her

And we see inverse 34

34 She conceived again and bore a son, and said, “Now this time my husband will become attached to me, because I have borne him three sons.” Therefore his name was called Levi.
That in quick succession she has another son

And Leah said, Surely, this time my husband will come live with me”

Surely he will love me 

And she called her third son Levi which means "joined."

But she was deceived into thinking that she could somehow earn his love through these children

And so she sought her worth through that rather than through God

But maybe here towards the end she finally got it right

That she accepted that she was not loved by Jacob but that she was by God

And we see that in verse 35 it says
35 And she conceived again and bore a son, and said, “Now I will praise the Lord.” Therefore she called his name Judah. Then she stopped bearing.
Maybe she was done having children cuz she was plumb wore out (
Or maybe because she finally understood

That all she needed to do was praise her God

So she called the name of her fourth son, "praise."

That she couldn’t earn Jacobs love

She needed to just go on and praise her God

And sometimes we reap what we sow

Sometimes our sin hits us like it did Jacob here
And we end up in a messed up situation

But all you can do is go on and praise your God

Because if He is your God

He can bless you even through the difficulties that come

If you will turn to Him

But “His love” cannot be earned either

No amount of labor and deliver can bring it upon you

No amount of study or strife can increase it

You just have to accept it as it is

Too often, we like Leah try to earn it

We Look, We Hear, We even Join 
Cuz some think “looking is enough”

Looking at the scriptures, looking at a church, even going so far as to look at Jesus

That Rueben (who meant “look”), from him should have come the Messiah

But he ended up not finishing well

We will see that he actually sleeps with one of his fathers wives

He looked “too much”

Then you can go beyond looking and hear

Hear what the Word says, listen to people about the Bible

That Simeon (who meant “hear”), maybe from him will come the promised One we have heard of

But he ended taking revenge on the whole city of Shecum 
Killing all the men in the town when he heard his sister Dinah was raped there

He heard “too much”

Then there is Levi, ah yes, joined

You have seen and heard 
You have even joined

Now will He love me?

No…because it’s not based on those things

The Messiah didn’t come from Levi either

He joined alright, he joined Simeon in the killing of all the men in Shecum

So much for “joining”

In reality all you have to do is accept His offer

Love Him for who He is

The Bible tells us in Eph 2:8-9

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.

And for that we should greatly praise Him
No more labor and delivery
And end to bearing

Because finally there came Judah. “Praise”
That after the seeing and the hearing and the joining

Finally comes the praise

And from the praise of God come fruit

And from Judah comes the Messiah

To the praise of His glorious grace

Be not deceived

We can’t earn His love

We can only accept it

And it’s easy to do

Just ask Him to be your Savior

1John 3:16 tells us 16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us.  

And when you realize what He has done
Then you can praise Him completely

And from “Judah” will come the Messiah

That from “your praise” Jesus Christ will be seen

Do not be deceived
See, hear, join like Jacob did with Rachel
And your praise will be born
And seven years will seem like a day

Because of your love for Him

