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Genesis 6:9-22
 

“Believe God”

Last time in the book of Genesis we met Noah
A man who had found grace in the eyes of God

A man who lived in a wicked time

A terrible time of which it says in Genesis 6:5  

Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

Yet even in the midst of that time

Noah found grace in God’s eyes

And though there is plenty of grace in the eyes of God

We see that there are few that find it

Not because it is hard to find

But because there are few who look for it

Most are content to go about their own business doing it their own way

They don’t look for God

They don’t think they need God

They go with the flow of the world around them

Walking down the broad way with everyone else

But Jesus said in Matthew 7:13
"Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.

So we need to seek the narrow way

We must go the one way that leads to life

And that is through Jesus Christ

Who has come to show us the Father
So that we might walk with God

And if you think that this is something new

That somehow this is something accomplished by the church
Something that is done in church

You are wrong

Walking with God is not caused by the church
It is not something you can only do at church

In fact we see here in the life of Noah

This was something that was done way before the church

By those who found grace in the eyes of the Lord

Because it says in Genesis 6:9

This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God.
Literally this says, according to the record
Noah was a righteous man, the only one in his generation
He was the one who had a relationship with God

Noah found that narrow path

And he walked it!

Noah didn’t depend on someone else to live his faith

Noah took responsibility for his faith
And he walked it every day (no matter what anyone else did, Noah knew what he would do)
Have you ever really thought about how it must have been for Noah?

Noah walked with God 

When the rest of the world walked away

Noah believed God

When the world didn’t care what God had to say
You think you are in the minority as a conservative Christian

That actual believes the literal interpretation of the Bible

You think that people don’t think that you think

Because you believe in God

Think how it was for Noah!
He was an ordinary kind of guy

He had an ordinary kind of life

It even says in verse 10

Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
Trying to raise his family
In a world that had gone crazy

So crazy that the Bible says in verses 11-12

The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.
The same way you might feel when you watch the evening news

Or when you go out in public to a church event like we did last week

And someone reaches in your jacket in a crowded room and takes your car keys and walks around…
And you think what is going on? This earth is indeed corrupt!
(I remember as a kid in the 1st grade walking a mile to school each day, uphill both ways, in the snow)

But today I won’t let my kids walk a block without supervision
Because the earth is filled with violence
Yet no matter how bad I think it is
I know it is not as bad as it was for Noah

Because I may feel like the whole world has gone crazy (but it hasn’t)

There are still some wonderful people out there and I am glad to know so many of you

(people who believe God and are seeking to walk with God)

But for Noah, there was really no one outside of his family that was not crazy w\ lust & evil & selfishness
Imagine what it was like to know the whole earth was filled with violence

And all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.

And to still be strong in your faith with God

Strong enough to walk with God

When all the rest of the world walked away

And I honestly wonder what we would do today

In the same situation

And it is easy to say that we would do the same

“Even if nobody else would follow God”
“I would follow God” (But I know the weakness of my flesh and how hard it is to press on when all alone)
And in all my years of ministry
I have seen so many that don’t take their faith seriously

And then, when temptation or tribulation comes they fall away (like it says in Luke 8:13-14)

Or the cares and concerns of this world choke out the word of God

And they no longer walk with God

Imagine if Noah was like that
What if Noah did that?

I mean imagine if the Lord came and said like He does in verses 13-16

“The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth. Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch. And this is how you shall make it: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. You shall make a window for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and set the door of the ark in its side. You shall make it with lower, second, and third decks
And what if Noah said
Ahhhh lord…the playoffs are on

“Can’t this wait til after the Super Bowl?”

Or how about,

Gee, that sure is ambitious Lord.

Could we maybe get away with like something that is maybe like 5 cubits by 3 cubits and open on the top

(we could take real small animals and conserve our food and…)

What if Noah didn’t take his faith serious and didn’t build the ark?
What if Noah didn’t believe God?
(not that he wasn’t a believer, he walked with God and he believed in God and all)

But when God said in verse 17

Behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die. 

What if Noah didn’t believe that it was going to be that soon?

What if Noah didn’t believe it was that serious?

What if Noah didn’t believe that this was the literal meaning behind what God said?
And what if he tried to rationalize and water down and set aside what God said for a later time

Because after all… 

There is lunch to worry about

And work tomorrow

And the bills (I have got to figure out how to pay these bills)
And the things that God was talking about

Surely they can wait (right?)

And I know that seems silly

And of course “No real believer would ignore such serious words right from God”

“You are just playing with us lil preacher man”

But am I?

Is it a pointless illustration
Or is there application in our lives?

Because God does say something similar to us
That there will come a time when God will once again bring judgment on the earth
As it says in 2 Peter 3:5-7

For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water, by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water. But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

That there will come a day as we talked about last week

Where Jesus said in Matthew 24:38-39  

For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.

We are warned in 2 Peter 3:10-12  

That the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.  Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?

Not to scare anybody now that the “Mayan end of the world deadline” has past

But the world is coming to end!

The Bible has always said it will come to an end

And yet I know that there are those who believe, who don’t believe

They believe in God

They believe His word

But they don’t believe the end of the world will come (at least not soon)
After all, the Mayan and the pagans and the cults have said many times that it will 

And it hasn’t 

And besides it’s too big to think about

There are so many other things to get done

And I am sure that someone else will take care of it. (right?)

Someone else will share the gospel

Someone else will help the hopeless

Someone else will figure out the will of God and do it

Just like there would have been someone else to build the ark, right?

Or was Noah the one person that made the difference in all the world?

Was Noah the one that saved his family by faith? 

Because it says in Hebrews 11:7  
By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.

Not “Noah saved his family because of his finances”
Not “Noah saved the world by his great construction skills”
But by faith

Noah moved with godly fear

And because he took action
When he heard the word of God

He saved many

Including his family

And thereby saved the world

He moved with godly fear

Not because he was a believer
But because he believed God

He took to heart what God said

And he actually did it

And though God would destroy all the earth

And everything that is on the earth shall die

Verse 18 says

I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall go into the ark--you, your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives with you.

That there was an agreement that was entered into

A promise that was made to Noah and his descendants

(a covenant that we will look at later in Genesis 9)

But understand that this promise that the Lord is talking about here is unconditional

That it is not, “Since you did good and built the ark, therefore I will make this covenant with you” 

Rather it says the Lord will establish, (He will initiate or bring about His own covenant)
That God’s covenant will be given to Noah and his descendants
It will be revealed to them that God will never again flood the earth.

And it says

As for you and your wife and your sons and their wives

You need to go into the ark

And I think this is important

Because it reflects a similar situation with us

In that God has made a New Covenant

That He has revealed in like manner to us

That regardless of what Noah did

God had already decided

His declaration would be (9:11)

Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood; 

Unconditionally and irrevocably

never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.
And in like manner

God has revealed to us as He said to the disciples at the last supper in Matthew 26:27-28  

As He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.

That regardless of what they did

Of who followed Him or who betrayed Him

Or of who believed Him

Still, His blood would be shed on that cross

As it says in 2 Corinthians 5:21  

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Not that it was guaranteed that we would become the righteousness of God in Him

But that we might become the righteousness of God in Him

If we believed Him

If we were moved by Him to action

Because the same godly fear that moved Noah to build the ark and save his family

Is the same godly fear that moves us to turn to God and away from sin which saves us and can save others
Not that we are saved by works

But there is work that is done by those who are saved
Because they believe God

Just like Noah wasn’t saved because he built the ark

He built the ark because he was saved

He believed God

And he walked with God

And he took what God said seriously

So what do you think Noah did when God said in Genesis 6:19-21

And of every living thing of all flesh you shall bring two of every sort into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female. Of the birds after their kind, of animals after their kind, and of every creeping thing of the earth after its kind, two of every kind will come to you to keep them alive. And you shall take for yourself of all food that is eaten, and you shall gather it to yourself; and it shall be food for you and for them."
Do you think there was any debate over what God meant?

Do you think that Noah thought it would be ok if he did it some other day?

Or do you think that Noah thought that he might modify it a little bit?

(take a few extra cows cuz I like beef, forget about the mosquitoes we don’t need them)

Or that it was too much work or that it wouldn’t work 

Or that somehow he knew better than God what should be done 

Or do you think that he believed God?

And because he believed God it says in Genesis 6:22

Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he did.

And if Noah did all this because he believed God
What should we do if we believe God?

Building the ark is a good start

And as Romans 10:9-10 says

If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

But is that all there is?
Are we done just because we say we believe? (We have made a confession or we have built a boat) No
It says Noah believed God

So Noah made his home in the ark

And if we believe God

Then we need to make our home in Jesus and live according to the Spirit

Because Romans 8:1 tells us

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

Noah believed God and gathered together all creatures great and small

And if we believe God

Then we need to gather together those that He has called as it says in Matthew 28:19  

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

And Noah believed God

So he made sure there was no shortage of their daily bread

And if we believe God

Then we need to do as 1 Peter 2:1-2 says   

Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,

Not that we do these things to be saved

But because we are saved we do these things

And when we see what God says
We believe God

And we do, according to all that God says, so we do

That like it says of Joshua in Joshua 11:15  

As the LORD had commanded Moses his servant, so Moses commanded Joshua, and so Joshua did. He left nothing undone of all that the LORD had commanded Moses.

Because he was special?

Because he was unique?

Because he was super human?

No.

Because he simply believed God

Because he walked with God

He took the responsibility for his own faith

And he moved with godly fear

Doing ALL that the Lord commanded

He made a difference in the world

And we can too
If we believe God

And then get moving because we do 

