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Gen 7



“Come to Rest”

Last time in chapters 5 and 6 we began by looking at the lineage from Adam to Noah

We saw that the Bible wants to make it clear that there would come the promised “seed of the woman”

That despite satans attempts to corrupt the world both morally and physically

That the word of God will stand

And we saw that through Seth the line of Adam continued all the way to Noah

We saw that though they were blessed with long life

That because of the curse, death reigned…

In Adam, all died

We read how each one of them (with the exception of Enoch) all died

All the way up to Noah whose father Lamech spoke and said

 “This one will comfort us concerning our work and the toil of our hands, because of the ground which the Lord has cursed.”

And Noah literally means rest

So his father thought that with Noah would come rest

That though death reigned, rest came

Noah was born

And we read last time how corrupt the world had become

That the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.

So much so that He decided to destroy man from the face of the earth

In fact it was so bad that He decided to destroy all living things that had the breath of life in them

From the face of the earth

All things it says, but Noah

Because it told us in chapter 6 that Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord

Interesting that even as we studied in Eph

That we were all doomed to destruction

That we were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you on ce walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.

But God

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (for by grace you have been saved),

And here we read

God was going to destroy all flesh on the earth

But God who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us

He saved Noah by grace (by grace you have been saved)

Noah found grace in the eyes of God (and He was made alive when all the world would be made dead)

And so God used Noah to build the Ark (of which the Lord gave all the instructions to do)

And we see that God directs us, but it is in the completing of His plans

And the chapter ended saying that Noah did according to all that God commanded him

That he was obedient

And so we open chapter 7 with the invitation from God to Noah to come and rest from his labors

It says in verse 1

Then the Lord said to Noah, “Come into the ark, you and all your household, because I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation

So we see the fruition of what was foretold in the foregoing chapter

That this faithful family finally finished fulfilling their function

Fastidiously fashioning this flotilla for the forthcoming flood

Figuring floundering with fish was far from favorable, fortunately the finish was fabulous (finally!)

Anyway they completed the Ark

And upon completion we see that God invites them in

And it is noteworthy that the Lord says “Come into the Ark”… not “go” into the ark

“Come” where He already is

Or come with Him as He goes

You see salvation is always “with God”

It is when we “come to Him” that we shall be saved

So the Lord says “come to rest”

And here we see the Lord says

“Come into the ark, you and all your household, because I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation

Not that Noah was perfect

But that he did what was “right” in the sight of the Lord

That He accepted the grace of God

And that He did as God asked

He did “according to all that God commanded him”, remember

Now Noah was no boat builder

And you can imagine there were some things that were just out of his league

So I’m sure the construction wasn’t perfect either

Or that he really knew what he was doing (and just to see how monumental this was)

Here are some interesting facts about the ark

The Ark was said to have been the largest sea-going vessel ever built until the late nineteenth century when giant metal ships were first constructed. (that means for 4000 years there was nothing close)

The total available floor space on the ark would have been over 100,000 square feet, which would be more floor space than in 20 standard-sized basketball courts.

The total cubic volume would have been 1,518,000 cubic feet 

That would be equal to the capacity of 569 modern railroad stock cars.

Doctors Morris and Whitcomb in their classic book, "The Genesis Flood," state that no more than 35,000 individual animals needed to go on the ark. 

In his well documented book, Noah's Ark: A Feasibility Study, 

John Woodmorappe suggests that far fewer animals would have been transported upon the ark. 

By pointing out that the word "specie" is not equivalent to the "created kinds" of the Genesis account, Woodmorappe credibly demonstrates that as few as 2,000 animals may have been required on the ark. 

To pad this number for error, 

he continues his study by showing that the ark could easily accommodate 16,000 animals

But, let's be generous and add on a reasonable number to include extinct animals. 

Then add on some more to satisfy even the most skeptical. Let's assume 50,000 animals, far more animals than required, were on board the ark, and these need not have been the largest or even adult specimens.

Remember there are really only a few very large animals, such as the dinosaur or the elephant, and these could be represented by young ones. Assuming the average animal to be about the size of a sheep and using a railroad car for comparison, we can take the fact that the average double-deck stock car can accommodate 240 sheep. 

Thus, 207 cars would have ample space to carry the 50,000 animals, filling only 37% of the ark. 

This would leave an additional 361 cars to carry all of the food and baggage plus Noah's family of eight people. Contrary to what many might try to say, the Ark had plenty of space.

And its been said that the length to width ratio of six to one provided excellent stability on the high seas. 

In fact, modern shipbuilders say it would have been almost impossible to turn over. 

In every way, it was admirably suited for riding out the tremendous storms in the year of the flood.

Gosh, ya gotta wonder…

How did Noah know??

And we know it is because God was the architect

Aren’t you glad that as 2Cor 5:1 tells us

That we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens

That God is our builder

And that the eternal body we have waiting is gunna be perfect

And we can look forward to that eternally body if we will heed the call now

Because Jesus said

Matt 11:28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest
Not “go to God”

But “come to Me”

Come to rest in Jesus

And God will see you as righteous before Him in this generation.

And He will have a job for you to do

Even though you think it is out of your league

He will guide you in it

Maybe even something as impossible as collecting all the animals in the world

As it says in verse 2

2 You shall take with you seven each of every clean animal, a male and his female; two each of animals that are unclean, a male and his female; 3 also seven each of birds of the air, male and female, to keep the species alive on the face of all the earth. 4 For after seven more days I will cause it to rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and I will destroy from the face of the earth all living things that I have made.”5 And Noah did according to all that the Lord commanded him. 6 Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters were on the earth. 7 So Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives, went into the ark because of the waters of the flood. 8 Of clean animals, of animals that are unclean, of birds, and of everything that creeps on the earth, 9 two by two they went into the ark to Noah, male and female, as God had commanded Noah.

So here you have Noah

600 years old and told you need to take seven of every clean animal, and two of every unclean animal

and take them on the ark with you

And I can imagine Noah said “Ay Vey, You can’t just start from scratch?”

But actually we see in Gen 6:20 that God told Noah that the animals would come to him 

And we don’t know exactly how God did it

We know that we see today incredible migratory instincts in animals

That they can find their way to specific locations with amazing accuracy

And so it very possible that the Lord did something similar in this case

We just don’t know except that the animals came to Noah

What is amazing is that God never has a problem getting the animals to do what He wants. 

Only man is more ignorant than the animals. 

The Bible even says in Isa 1:3

The ox knows its owner and the donkey its master's crib; but Israel does not know, My people do not consider.
The animals heeded the call to “come to rest”

When the world of men refused

And verse 10 tells us

 10 And it came to pass after seven days that the waters of the flood were on the earth. 11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 12 And the rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights.

13 On the very same day Noah and Noah’s sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark— 14 they and every beast after its kind, all cattle after their kind, every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and every bird after its kind, every bird of every sort.

15 And they went into the ark to Noah, two by two, of all flesh in which is the breath of life. 16 So those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the Lord shut him in.

Notice is here taken of the beasts going in each after his kind, 

The same terms used in the history of the creation (ch. 1:21–25), 

To intimate that just as many kinds as were created at first were saved now, and no more

That this preservation was as a new creation

Even as our life in Christ when we are saved is said to be as in 2Cor 5:17

if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

Also notice it gives the date

Not some mystical summer solstice when the moon is blue

And all the planets aligned

But In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month

Probably around 1695 years after the creation

A real historical date that happened

And on that date that the flood came

And not only did it rain 40 days and 40 nights

As we all usually recollect that it did

But notice that it also says that

That on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up…

That not only does it seem to indicate that it rained from above

But that also it poured from below

That there were subterraining reserves of water that on that day burst forth and flooded the earth

As well as the 40 days of torrential rain

And when they had went in

Preparing for the flood that was to come and destroy the earth

Notice it says, that the LORD shut them in

First

That the protection was through obedience

If they did not obey and go in

Then they would forfeit the protection that the Lord provided

So first that protection from the Lord is often through “obedience”

And second that we see loving kindness that it is

For the shutting of this door set up a partition wall between him and the world outside 

And we can see that God shut the door to keep them in, safe and secure within the ark

And how important it is that the door is shut tight, lest the waters should break in and all on the ship be lost

Like that airliner that had the door rip open in flight and several people got sucked right out of the plane

But when the Lord secures the door

We know that no one can snatch us out of His hand

But also God shut the door to keep others out, excluding others from the ark

Remembering that up to this point

The door to the ark was wide open

For 120 years Noah was a preacher of righteousness

And then, for an additional seven days

As the ark was filled and all prepared

There they waited for any who might “come to rest”

But none came save only to mock

Look at the old fool

First he rambles on about his God and about the judgment to come

How intolerant of our ways he has been

And now look, cooped up with all those animals like a chicken

But had any come to repent and find rest

They would have no doubt been saved

But now the door was shut, 

And they were cut off from all hopes of admittance

For God shutteth, and none can open.

And what a comfort that would be to Noah

That admittance or denial of access was not in his dominion

God openeth and God shutteth

Imagine the heart break as the rain began to pour and people clamored at the door to get in

Not to repent as the should have before

But now that it’s to late they seek safety from the one whom they have rejected

And Noah may have wanted to let them in

But the God of justice has given ample time for repentance

And then the sentence is passed

The way is shut

And so it was…And the flood waters came

And it continues in verse 17 and tells us

17 Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The waters increased and lifted up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. 18 The waters prevailed and greatly increased on the earth, and the ark moved about on the surface of the waters. 19 And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven were covered. 20 The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered.

So we see the water prevailed

Even as the Lord had promised

So it happened

And the waters increased and lifted up the ark high above the earth

Interesting I think that the same floodwaters that brought everything else low

Prevailed in lifting up the ark, high above

What was destruction to the earth

Was preservation to the righteous

And the more the floodwater prevailed, the higher the ark was lifted

And that which to unbelievers is a savor of death unto death is to the faithful a savor of life unto life.

And the greater the cataclysm the higher the righteous are carried

And it says the ark “moved about on the surface of the waters”

It is not the same word

But it is the same imagery as at creation

When the spirit moved upon the face of the deep

Here the “spirit”, the ruach

The breath of life that was “preserved”

Moves upon the face of the waters

And then it say the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven were covered. 20 The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered.

That we see that this was unmistakably not a local flood

That the water prevailed exceedingly over the “whole earth”

The flood in this passage is so complete and specific 

That it is impossible to reconcile a local flood with the Biblical record

Despite the claims of some, this was a global deluge.
 
If this were not a global flood, then the ark itself would be unnecessary.

(God could have told Noah to move) 

If this were only a local flood, then God's promise to never again bring such a flood is false. 

(because have many major local floods)

And if this were only a local flood, the Bible is wrong when it traces all of humanity back to Noah's sons 

(because there would have been other survivors to repopulate the earth)

As well as other passages that speak of a universal flood would be wrong such as Ps104:5-9 and 2 Pet 3:5

 
Literally hundreds of people groups have their own accounts and legends of the flood. 

One of the most remarkable is the Babylonian account, 

Which is similar to the Genesis account in many ways and is clearly drawn from it. 

And since all mankind came from Noah's sons, all nations would remembers the flood.
 
Boice specifically cites the legends of the Samo-Kubo tribe of New Guinea, the Athapascan Indians of America, the Papago Indians of Arizona, Brazilian tribes, Peruvian Indians, African Hottentots, natives of Greenland, native Hawaiian islanders, Hindus, Chinese, Egyptians, Greeks, Persians, Australian natives, the Welsh, Celts, Druids, Siberians, and Lithuanians.
 
Of the more than 200 cultures that have their own account of the flood 

The following aspects of the stories are held in common:
 
        95% say the sole cause of the catastrophe is a flood
        88% describe a favored family
        70% attribute survival to a boat
        67% record that animals are also saved
        66% say that the disaster is due to man's wickedness
        57% describe that the survivors end up on a mountain
        Many of the accounts also specifically mention birds being sent out, a rainbow, and eight persons being saved
And so many more interesting facts that are available about the evidence for a global flood

Including seashells found by the millions on the highest mountains in the Andes

Proper understanding of the process of fossilization 

And much better explanations for the inconsistencies in the sedimentary record

And many other things that show more than ample evidence that the flood was over all the earth

And it says all the mountains were covered
This took a lot of water, 

But there is plenty of water on the earth today to do this

Because of the topography of the earth, the water is collected into oceans. 

It is said if the earth were a perfect sphere, 

The oceans would cover the land to a depth of two-and-a-half to three miles.

That’s a lot of water

Now many believe that with the flood came many changes to the tectonic plates

And that continents changed

Mountains rising up and valleys being formed

But regardless, all the mountains were covered upwards of 15 cubits of water

More than 25 feet over the highest mountains of the earth

And we can see from this that there was no escape

There was no hiding place that was left available 

The tops of the highest mountains were overflowed

So that in vain was salvation hoped for from hills or mountains, Jer. 3:23. 

In a real sense the mountains departed, and the hills were removed

Even as Rev. 6:16 declares

And there is no place on earth so high as to set men out of the reach of God’s judgments

See how exactly they are fathomed (fifteen cubits), not by Noah’s measurement

But by His knowledge who weighs the waters by measure, Job 28:25.

God knew how much the waters prevailed and how long they would remain

And verse 21 tells us

 21 And all flesh died that moved on the earth: birds and cattle and beasts and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every man. 22 All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry land, died. 23 So He destroyed all living things which were on the face of the ground: both man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. They were destroyed from the earth.

So God did just as He said He would

Virtually all of Noah's contemporaries did not believe God would do what He said. 

Though it took 120 years, God demonstrated that He keeps His promises and is totally faithful.
All the men, women, and children, that were in the world (except that were in the ark) died. 

Every man & as we discussed perhaps there were as many as are now upon the face of the earth if not more

That all in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry land, died

No second chance

No do overs

Either you had “come to rest” in the ark and were saved

Or you refused the call to come and you perished

We may easily imagine what terror and consternation seized them as the floodwaters came

Our Savior tells us that till the very day that the flood came they were eating and drinking (Lu. 17:26, 27); 

That they were drowned in security and sensuality before they were drowned in those waters, 

They cried Peace, peace, to themselves, deaf and blind to all divine warnings.

As if this day would never come

But isn’t that what Peter tells us will happen again

That he wrote to tell us in 2 Pet 3

3 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.” 5 For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water, 6 by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water. 7 But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

That they choose to willfully forget

Forget that the Lord created the heavens and the earth

Forget that He is sovereign

That He will judge the living and the dead

And no doubt they were amazed when the judgment came

Now they see and feel that which they would not believe and fear, 

And are convinced of their folly when it is too late; 

Now they find no place for repentance, though they seek it carefully with tears.

We may suppose that they tried all ways and means possible for their preservation, but all in vain. 

Some climbing to the tops of trees or mountains trying to evade it

But the flood reaches them, at last, and they are forced to die with the more deliberation. 

Some, it is likely, tried to cling to the ark, 

Now hope that this may be their safety which they had so long made their sport. 

Others, it may be, hoped to prevail with Noah for admission

Pleading old acquaintances

Begging him for mercy

Though they previously rejected his council

But neither climbing high in an outward profession, 

nor claiming relation to good people

Will bring safety in the day of judgment

Only those who heed the call to “come to rest”

No longer striving on their own

Or trusting in themselves

But wholly resting on the work of God

The ark that He provided for our salvation

And we like Noah must enter in through obedience

Knowing that it is for our protection

That we are to not longer cling to our earthly possessions

But even as when Noah came into the ark

He left his own house and lands

So must we leave our own righteousness and our worldly possessions

Noah needed, for a while, to submit to the confinements and inconveniences of the ark, 

So that he might be preserved alive for a new world

So likewise we suffer the confinements of this life

As He prepares us for the next

And we need to know that those who come

Come to Him

Not to the ark of their salvation

But to the God of their salvation

To the one who can give us rest

Even as Moses was in the wilderness

He said he would not go unless the Lord went with him

In Exo 33:12

Moses said to the Lord, “See, You say to me, ‘Bring up this people.’ But You have not let me know whom You will send with me. Yet You have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found grace in My sight.’ 13 Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight. And consider that this nation is Your people.”
14 And He said, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”

15 Then he said to Him, “If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here. 16 For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all the people who are upon the face of the earth.”

17 So the Lord said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you have spoken; for you have found grace in My sight, and I know you by name.”

And we need to understand as Moses did

That it was not the Ark of Noah

Or the Ark of the covenant

That brought that rest

But it was the God that said 

Come unto me and I will give you rest…

Whether in the ark or at the cross

He is the same God yesterday today and always

And that the Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

And that those who come to Him

He will in no wise cast out

As a matter of fact Hebrews 7:25 tells us

That He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, 

since He always lives to make intercession for them.

That in essence when you come in to Him

He shuts the door

He sets us apart

For the shutting of this door set up a partition wall between us and the world

That we are in the world but no longer of the world 

And that we are in His hands

And though we may go through the floods of life

37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

You see all the world perished

All the world except that chapter ends by telling us

Only Noah and those who were with him in the ark remained alive. 24 And the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred and fifty days.

The same flood that destroyed the world

Brought Noah into the rest of God

Only Noah and those who were with him in the ark remained alive

If Noah had not found grace in the eyes of God he would have perished too

But God

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

And the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred and fifty days.

But Noah and those who were with him were saved

And we see in chapter 8:4 that when they waters began to recede

8:4 Then the ark rested in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat.

Five months to the day from when the flood began

On the 17th day of the month

The ark had “come to rest”

And even as Paul said in 27

That an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve, 24 saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must be brought before Caesar; and indeed God has granted you all those who sail with you.’

So God granted with Noah all that were with him

And of those who were with them they lost none

And they came to rest

So has God will grant to all who trust in Him

20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.

And These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens
The same that shut the door when Noah went in

And the one who will open when it is time to come out

Interestingly enough

The seventh month is the month of Nisan

And Passover, the night Jesus was crucified is the 14th of the month of Nisan

And here where in as Peter tells us in 1Pet 3:20-21 that Noah was saved through the water by faith in God

Even as in baptism we are saved “through the water”…not by it …but through it…by faith in God

That when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

And on what day was Jesus Christ resurrected

3 days after the 14th of Nisan

which would be the 17th day of the seventh month

That the same day that the ark came to rest

Was the same day in which we rest

When Jesus resurrected from the death of all living things

Jesus says the door is still open

I pray we will all enter in before He shuts the door

For the day will come when judgment is here

And every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord

And for those who did not “Come to rest” in Christ before that day

He will say depart from Me I never knew you

But for those who “come”

They will be saved alive through the flood

Even as was Noah and those in the ark with him…So let us “Come to rest” in Jesus Christ

