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Gen 18


“Debatable Delivery”
As we have been studying through Genesis 

We have been looking at the life of Abraham and Sarah for several chapters now
We have seen how the LORD called Abraham out of the land of the Chaldeans

And called him to walk in faith with Him

To learn to trust Him

And to trust in the Word given by Him

And we saw last week as the LORD reaffirmed His promises to Abraham

That the LORD revealed Himself as El Shaddai, God Almighty
And that He would indeed deliver on the things that He had said
That though they had not been faithful

Though they had doubted and had tried on their own

That He was still faithful

And that He would keep His covenant with them
But as for them, they needed to keep a covenant with Him

And that was the covenant of circumcision 

Not that it was a work or somehow mystical

But it was an outward sign that you put your trust in Him and not your flesh
And we saw that Abraham kept that covenant with God

And he and all his household were circumcised

Now some time after this we enter in to chapter 18

And we realize it can’t be long

Because the Lord had just told Abraham that “this time” next year Sarah would have a son
And most believe that what is going on here in ch 18 was still prior to her conception
So we are talking about a time of a couple of months since what transpired in chapter 17

And it starts in chapter 18 saying
Then the Lord appeared to him by the terebinth trees of Mamre, as he was sitting in the tent door in the heat of the day.
That as we looked at last time

The Lord had “appeared” many times in many various ways to Abraham

And here once again we see “the LORD appeared”

And if you notice that should be L O R D all caps, because it is the Holy Name of God Jehovah, Yahweh

But what is different at this time is that it is abundantly clear

That this time if no other time, that the LORD appeared in person to Abraham as real as you or I

That as he sat there in the door of his tent

There on the plains of Mamre under the terebinth trees where it would seem he had been these many years

And that as it says in verse 2

2 So he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing by him; and when he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them, and bowed himself to the ground,
That in as much as he saw them there (right before His eyes)
He got up and ran to meet them

Not a mirage from sitting in the tent during the heat of the day

But seeing them there and running to them and bowing down it says before them

Now some have said that this was just the customary way of greeting (and it may have been…bowing etc)

But the word here in the Hebrew “shaw-khaw
Is normally translated “worship” or when translated bow is in relation to worship
So here we see Abraham sees them

And runs to them (Which is in itself a sign of great reverence for an older man to run)
And when he gets there, he bows down it would seem in worship

Now the text says that it is “indeed” the LORD “Jehovah”, Yehweh, El Shaddai

And we can assume that this was God in the Person of Jesus Christ, 
Appearing to Abraham before His incarnation and birth at Bethlehem as a Christophony

And we have addressed this before because the Bible clearly says in John 1:18

No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him
Therefore, if God appeared to someone in human appearance in the Old Testament 
(and no one has seen God the Father at any time) 
It makes sense the appearance is of the eternal Son, the Second Person of the Trinity, 
Before His incarnation in Bethlehem who has declared Him both then and now.

And as Abraham sees the LORD he said in verse 3
3 “My Lord, if I have now found favor in Your sight, do not pass on by Your servant. 4 Please let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 And I will bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh your hearts. After that you may pass by, inasmuch as you have come to your servant.”
They said, “Do as you have said.”

That here we see and excellent example of hospitality
That even as Jesus exemplified here we see Abraham doing

That he offers them rest and refreshment

Washing their feet as the come from their travels

And he offers them something to eat that they might be blessed with food and with fellowship

It is indeed one of those curious things of human nature that the two so often go together

That there is always a comfort and a camaraderie that comes along with eating

The breaking of bread together is an important part of fellowship (even here at calorie chapel)

And so Abraham offers, and we see that they accept
6 So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quickly, make ready three measures of fine meal; knead it and make cakes.” 7 And Abraham ran to the herd, took a tender and good calf, gave it to a young man, and he hastened to prepare it. 8 So he took butter and milk and the calf which he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree as they ate.

That then Abraham makes good his offer and notice not begrudgingly

That he doesn’t offer something to drink but then say “there’s the fridge” (like I would)

He doesn’t say, would you like a drink, but not the Pepsi, cuz it’s mine (like I would)

But we see not only does he offer, but that he “hurries off” to get it

He prods Sarah to make the bread quickly

And he runs to the herd and gets the best of the meat

And he rushed off to have it prepared
And he sets it before them that they might be blessed by his service

And I think that we can all take a lesson from Abraham here

On the true meaning of hospitality and service

And about the guests that we know to be angels

Note that they are eating, in case you wonder if angels eat. 
That yes they are able to take on the form of humans. 
That as it says they appeared suddenly to Abraham as three men
And that they actually do partake of food offered from Abraham
In the New Testament, it says, 
"Be not forgetful to entertain strangers; for thereby some have entertained angels unawares." (Heb.13:2). 
It could be a reference to this scripture, when Abraham is entertaining these three men.

And where we see, that we never know who it might be whom we are ministering too

Then after they eat it says in verse 9

9 Then they said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?”

So he said, “Here, in the tent.”

10 And He said, “I will certainly return to you according to the time of life, and behold, Sarah your wife shall have a son.” (and Sarah was listening in the tent door which was behind him.) 
That as any angel would inquire
Where’s your wife

And what does Abraham reply but “right hear eavesdropping in the tent”

Actually we know that the LORD has no need to ask

But that He often does to illicit a response or to get our attention

And I can imagine that as there talking and Sarah listening to all the guy talk

“So your gunna destroy Sodom huh?”
“Gunna use that fire and brimstone stuff?”
“Uhh uhh that powerful stuff huh Lord?”
And she just kinda straightening the tent but listening for anything good

And all the sudden she hers her name

SO “where is “Sarah” your wife”

And I can just imagine she stops doin what she’s doin and leans a little closer to the canvas

(can just see her almost fall through like a scene from “I love Lucy” or something)

But now that the LORD has her attention

He says, 

“I will certainly return to you according to the time of life, and behold, Sarah your wife shall have a son.”

That I’ll be back in 9 months Abe and Sarah will have had a son

And the scripture adds so that there is no doubt

(and Sarah was listening in the tent door which was behind him.)

Oh she heard alright!!
And maybe she hadn’t really heard up to this point
I mean sure she “knew”

Remember she was the one who had cooked up the whole Hagar scheme

Saying well the Lord has restrained me from having children, so maybe you are to have a child

But maybe not through me

So she knew, but maybe she hadn’t really heard, ya know

Cuz Abe was telling her these things probably

And maybe she figured he been out in the sun to much or who knows what

And this whole “delivery thing is quite debatable”

Just not sure about it all

But what we see here for sure is that this time

If no other time

Sarah hears it directly from the LORD

That just as Abraham had no doubt told her just a couple months ago

Now she hears for herself
That this is no “debatable delivery”

This is a fact

I will return according to the time of life

And you Sarah, will have a son

Interesting that God would repeated the promise again, so close to the time when He said it previously. After all, it seems God was silent about the promise for more than 13 years. 
Now He came personally to repeat it twice in three months.

 

But sometimes we need to hear God's promises over and over again. 
It is a way that God uses to encourage and develop our faith
To know the promises of God and to hear them

And as Rom 10:17 says So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God
And certainly in their “impossible” situation

They could use the encouragement

That indeed these promises were true

Because as it tells us once again in verse 11

11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in age; and Sarah had passed the age of childbearing.

That they were “old”

Very old

Pass the age of childbearing, way passed

Sarah didn't laugh out loud but laughed on the inside so they wouldn't hear her. But!!! The LORD heard.

12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, “After I have grown old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?”

I like how the King James says

“After I have waxed old shall I have this pleasure”

That Sarah is like “RIGHT”

Now! After I’m this old will I have a baby??

That she laughed within herself rather incredulously

Not like Abraham previously in joy and belief

But with a bit of disbelief and astonishment
She probably rolled her eyes and it says “Sarah laughed within herself” (meaning in her own head)
And it may be that after all this time that she was "spiritualizing" God's promise, 
Making it mean something other than what God intended. 
That ok, maybe it wasn’t Hagar

Then maybe it something else

That Lot will have a lot of kids (that why they named him “lot”)

And u will be “father Abraham” in that sense

And the will all sing “uncle Abraham had many sons”

Or something along those lines

And by all outward circumstances, 

There was good reason for Sarah to "spiritualize" the promise and laugh at its literal meaning. 

She had passed the age of childbearing, which literally means, 

She had stopped menstruating and had gone through menopause 

And we know you can’t have children after that

It’s just not possible, therefore, ergo, not literal children, “right”…WRONG  

You see, though having child is a very natural process

And something that most everybody goes through

And though just an ordinary child 

God wanted it to be a special child

In the sense that there was no doubt that he was from God

That this child, unlike every other child around 

Would be the child of the promise

The one granted to them by God when it was impossible otherwise

The one that others might look at and say

It looks just like any other child

But Abraham and Sarah would know

“Oh! This was a most debatable delivery!”
There was no way this was anything but God

And though we had times of doubt

Though we sometimes couldn’t see it our selves

We went through those times of hopelessness

I even laughed in my head at times at what He showed me

Thinking that’s just not possible God

But God Almighty, El Shaddai, He brought it to pass, just as He had shown us
So here, God made it plain: 
Abraham and Sarah through natural means, will have a supernatural baby
And what is funny

Is that this is no doubt what they had wanted all their lives

That they had probably hoped and prayed year after year for this very thing (maybe even forgot how often)
Yet now, they find it so hard to believe God's promise when He says He will grant it to them

Just because they can’s see the means

And so we see it says in verse 13
13 And the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I surely bear a child, since I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.”

Now there are a couple things here

First, That this is an important question

The LORD asks us as He asks of Sarah

“Why did Sarah laugh” (not in joy but in disbelief)
Because “is there anything to hard for the LORD”
Think about that

Our problems usually stem from our limited concept of God. 
We often think of God as having human characteristics such as we have. 
This is technically called an "anthropomorphic" concept of God. 
Because I'm prone to think of God in terms of myself, 
My concept of God is limited like me and wrong
This is reflected in my attitude of prayer and how I pray for certain things. 
There are some things I have no problem praying for. 
"Do you have a headache? Fine I'll pray for you. 
If prayer doesn't work take an aspirin.
Headaches aren't that much of a problem
But I have great faith that your headache will be gone soon

But if you've got Leukemia. 
Or Melanoma like Leo that I met Friday night

Or failing kidneys and liver like Al’s brother Ed

And you want me to pray that God will heal you. 
But the doctor said you've only got two weeks! 
Or that it’s not curable! or there are no organ donors!
And all of the sudden we think we have a tough case

"I've really got a tough one for you this time God. 
All of the doctors have given up and I really don't know if You can come through." 
After all were talking terminal illness here

What are You going to do God
And when we think like that
What are we doing?

We are carrying man's limitations over to God. 
Here He says, "Is anything too hard for the LORD?" 
And if you really ponder this question
You will have to come to the conclusion that there is nothing too hard for God. 
That He is El Shaddai, God Almighty, the creator of heaven and earth

And we need to remember that and pray with that understanding.

When Paul prayed for the Ephesians, he ended his prayer by saying, 
"Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us." (Eph.3:20). 
So, there is nothing hard for God. 
He is able to do all things. 
That is the kind of God we worship and serve. 
And when He shows us what He will do

When He brings to life His promises for us

We need to not “laugh” like Sarah in disbelief

But fall down on our faces like Abraham in Ch 17 and laugh with joy at the wonderful things He will do

And the second thing we see here

Is that “Sarah laughed within herself”

But God still called her on it

That the LORD knows our hearts doesn’t He

We may say within ourselves “I sure doubt that”

But God see it

And He often will call us on it

And so we need to remember He is LaHai Roi the God who sees and hears

But that He also sees and hears what is in our heads (now isn’t that scary)
But notice

He doesn’t say

Oh forget you “Oh doubting Sarah”
I gave you this promise and you laughed at it. 
That's it! No more promise for you. 
I'll take it to someone who will appreciate it." 
But instead, God responded by dealing with her unbelief, but not by taking away the promise.

Remember how He dealt with Thomas in John20:27

He said to Thomas,  “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.”
28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”

29 Jesus said to him,  “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

That really what the LORD wants birthed

Is that we might trust in Him and be not unbelieving but believing

Trusting in Him even though it may be “debatable delivery”

With a heart that believes in the promises of God

Unfortunately we don’t all respond like Thomas, do we
We even see here

That is not how Sarah responds

It says in verse 15

15 But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid.

And He said, “No, but you did laugh!”
That contrary to her denial
The LORD says…”NO, you did laugh”

And we are often foolish enough to argue with the Lord

How sad it is when we are caught in a fault as the LORD does reveal to us
And yet we rationalize and trivialize and try to shift the blame

That even as we talked about last week

How easy it is to say “What about him”, what about her, them they, Anything but “me”

But the Lord says “As for you”

You deny it, but you did doubt
And you need to not be unbelieving, but believing
Even when you find yourself in such a debatable delivery as this
Then it goes on from there and says
16 Then the men rose from there and looked toward Sodom, and Abraham went with them to send them on the way. 17 And the Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing, 18 since Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 19 For I have known him, in order that he may command his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of the Lord, to do righteousness and justice, that the Lord may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him.”
That is, I will not hide.
As would be customary for a hospitable host in that day, 
Abraham will accompany his guests on their journey for a while as they depart.

And we see the LORD says there “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing”

Or maybe better said “I will show Abraham what I am doing”
And this is not God debating whether to tell Abraham or not

This is just the LORD speaking out loud

Not questioning, but stating

I will reveal to you Abraham what I am doing

Now the Jews suggest that because God had granted the land of Canaan to Abraham and his seed 
Therefore he would not destroy those cities which were a part of that land, 
Without his knowledge and consent
But I don’t think so

I think the reasons are rather obvious and stated right here

That because Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation

That he may command his children and his household after him that they keep the way of the Lord, 

To do righteousness and justice

That the LORD wanted to include Abraham in His dealings, that he would see the character of God
That Abraham might see and pass on the righteousness and justice of God

For what is it that Mic 6:8 tells us

He has shown you, O man, what is good;

And what does the Lord require of you

But to do justly, To love mercy,

And to walk humbly with your God?

That here the LORD takes Abraham and reveals what is going on

(though often we learns as much by what is “not” revealed or “not spoken”)

But we see first hand the character of the LORD

Both righteous and just

And the LORD says

This I will not hide

20 And the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grave, 21 I will go down now and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry against it that has come to Me; and if not, I will know.”

There is an outcry to God of unrighteousness and sin here in Sodom

And as we looked at before

It is not that God does not know

He knows all things

And yet to show His righteousness and justice

Here the LORD is going down to Sodom to see if it is so. 
In Genesis the fourth chapter, God says to Cain, 
"What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground." (Gen.4:10). 
The outcry against Cain's horrible deed of killing Abel, his brother. 
Now the horrible deeds of unrighteousness in Sodom crying out to God. 
But the LORD is involved with His people, He investigates firsthand
And He comes down as it were to see that it is so and to do what needs to be done
It remind me of another time that the LORD came down

That the Word became flesh and dwelt among us

That He came unto His own and His own received Him not

And that as Gal 4:4 tells us
4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born  of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.

Could God not have saved us from without coming down

Could not the Almighty God done it some other way

But Paul tells us in Rom 3:26 that 

26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, 

that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

That the LORD wants us involved

He wants us to learn and to grow and understand

He wants us to be more like Him
And what does the Lord require of you

But to do justly, To love mercy,

And to walk humbly with your God?

And so we see He involves Abraham in what He is doing

And maybe even more than just so that Abraham might know righteousness and justice

But so that he also might know mercy

Because we see what happens in the next verse

22 Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the Lord.

That Abraham no doubt knew the wickedness of Sodom

His nephew lot was there and I am sure there was news of the goings on

After all, it reached all the way to the heavens, aye

And we see that as it says in verse 16

16 Then the men rose from there and looked toward Sodom

That there is indeed a time when the Lords eyes turn towards the wickedness of man

And the LORD takes action in righteousness and justice against it

For He is the God who said “Vengeance is mine and I will repay”

But also He is the LORD whose eyes are turned towards the merciful

It says in Eze 27:30

30 So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.

That the LORD is looking for those who would intercede on behalf of others

That even in a situation where it might be a “debatable delivery” like this (their on the way to destroy)
That the LORD wants those who have a heart to intercede

He said in Isa. 59:16.

Then the Lord saw it, and it displeased Him
That there was no justice.

16 He saw that there was no man,

And wondered that there was no intercessor;

That yes, Sodom was a wicked place

And the stench of it had reached the heavens

And though the “deliverance is debatable”
What do we see is birthed in Abraham, but a heart to intercede
That then the men turned towards Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the Lord.

That he became an intercessor for this most unlikely group
That he stood before the LORD on behalf of them

And it says in the next verse

23 And Abraham came near and said, “Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked?

That here we see Abraham bold come near to the LORD and ask
Would you destroy the righteous with the wicked

Not in brashness or rebelliousness or rebuke

But knowing the character of this righteous and just God

We see Abraham enter in to a dialog with the LORD
And that is what prayer really should be
So he says

24 Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it? 25 Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?”

In his intercession, Abraham speaks to the Lord of the LORD’s own nature and principles 
Abraham knew that God, as a righteous Judge would not punish the innocent the same way as the guilty.

 

Prayer is effective when it prays knowing who God is, and how God works 
Effective prayer doesn't see itself as a passive spectator in what God does, 
But it acts as if it brings to remembrance the character and promises of God to God
Not that God doesn’t know

But He desires that we “know”

That we would know in such an experiential way

That we could claim those characteristics and promises as facts

That YES, the judge of all the earth will do right

That He will not destroy the righteous with the wicked

And so we can interceded for the deliverance with confidence

Knowing that it is in the very character of God

 

Abraham is interceding and it is an interesting position that he comes from. 
"You're the Judge of all the earth, LORD. 
Would it be fair for you to destroy all the righteous of the city along with the wicked?" 
This is an interesting point that Abraham is taking to the LORD and it has a lot to do with us today. 
God will one day judge this earth

We are told in that He will do this thing

And we are fast approaching, what is known in the Scriptures, as the Great Tribulation Period
A time when God is going to judge the wicked and this world. 
There are some today, who are feel that the "church" is going to be in the Great Tribulation
When the LORD will pour out His wrath on the world

But this is denying the character of God. 
That this very premise that Abraham is pressing here with the LORD
Is that it wouldn't be fair to judge the righteous with the wicked. 
And the same is true of God's judgment that is coming. 
That surely He will not judge the righteous with the wicked

And so that means that there will need to be that debatable delivery (that we call the rapture)
Because this is indeed the character of God and we see the LORD confirms that in verse 26
26 So the Lord said, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes
And we see God responded because Abraham asked. 
When Abraham drew near to the Lord and prayed according to God's revealed character in His Word
Then the LORD agreed… He would spare the city if there were 50 righteous there.

Now that does not mean that Abraham changed Gods mind
But that Abraham did enter in to the plans of God and become a participant

That as we pray

We enter in to what the LORD is doing

And as a child of God

We ask of what we see according to His will and His heart

As He reveals it to us

That yes there may be those times of “debatable delivery”

Maybe there is a wicked city that surely will be judged

But maybe God wants to do a work like with Ninaveh

And He is searching for the intercessor to participate

Maybe there is someone with Melanoma or failing kidneys and liver

And you may say but the Doctors say, “Their delivery is debatable”
But maybe the LORD is looking for the one to stand in the gap

The one who might proclaim the glorious character of God

And stand on behalf of those in need

For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him (According to 2Chr 16:9)

Especially when it is a debatable delivery
And the LORD wants the One who will give God the glory for the great things He has done

Because sometimes no one really knows

It may look natural to everyone else (a standard birth, a normal marriage, a regular cure)

But the ones who interceded and believed in the character of God

They can give God the glory

And so we see Abraham presses on in intercession 
27 Then Abraham answered and said, “Indeed now, I who am but dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: 28 Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous; would You destroy all of the city for lack of five?”

So He said, “If I find there forty-five, I will not destroy it.”

29 And he spoke to Him yet again and said, “Suppose there should be forty found there?”

So He said, “I will not do it for the sake of forty.”

30 Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Suppose thirty should be found there?”

So He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”

31 And he said, “Indeed now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: Suppose twenty should be found there?”

So He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty.”

32 Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but once more: Suppose ten should be found there?”

And He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of ten.”
Now some might say this is a very Jewish thing

Haggling with God over numbers…But really I think we see some insight into intercession

That the principle is established, it is a character of God

He will not destroy the righteous with the wicked

Now it is just a matter of numbers and the outcome of the city

How many righteous people will God spare the city for?

And so number 1

We see we can stand on the principles and promises of His Word when we pray

So it is His character revealed in His Word is where we start
Second we see Abrahams character

Abraham continued his intercession with a "bold humility." 

He was not proud or arrogant before the Lord, but he still continued to ask.

He acknowledged that he was not worthy to even ask

But none the less he boldly did (Jesus said, ask seek knock, persistently, patiently)
And his humility was demonstrated in that nowhere in his prayer did he ask "Why?" 

or did he demand that God explain Himself and His actions

But that he just pleaded upon what God provided in His character and Word
And then third 
That Abraham's intercession was effective because it was specific. 

He talked about specific numbers with God, 

not in broad, general terms of non interest
Because often our prayers are ineffective because we really don't ask the Lord to do anything. 

Instead we often just toss wishes up to heaven.

But here we see the persistence of Abraham in intercession. 

Why didn't he give it up at 40 or 50 and say simply "it's in the Lord's hands" 

or "the Lord will do what the Lord will do"?  (because he was specific)
And that 4th and last, because an intercessor must feel, at the moment of prayer, 

That indeed that you are the one that is standing in the gap (He must be passionate)
That in a sense it depends on you as the one who God is using

And as James said it

The fervent effectual prayer of righteous man availith much

But certainly not ones that you yourself do not believe

That God wants to mold and shape us as we stand in that gap

And that He gives us a heart of passion for what He is passionate about

The greatest joy of prayer for me

Is that I draw near the One to whom I pray and I do it with a passion 
And as you draw near it’s not just in proximity as you “stand before the LORD” as Abraham did

But also in “personality” as you start to know and feel the character of God

That in a sense you are being “conformed into His image”

As you pour out your heart to your personal God

Who as Heb 7:25 tells us is our Great High priest who lives to make intercession for us

And so we do become like Him as we draw close to Him in prayer

That creates in me new heart “oh God”
And He renews a right spirit “with me”

Remember, there is a sense in which all this negotiation was fruitless. 
There were not ten righteous people in the city, only four. 
The cities were destroyed. 
Yet God specifically revealed the situation of these cities to Abraham
Not necessarily to change their fate

But to change Abraham, as he drew close to the LORD in proximity and personality
 33 So the Lord went His way as soon as He had finished speaking with Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place.

 

I wonder what would have happened if Abraham had continued the negotiations down to four

Because there were four righteous in the city. 
Would God have spared the city for four if Abraham had asked? 
We don’t know

Perhaps Abraham felt Lot would surely have brought six people beyond his own family to God in that time 
Maybe he knew that God did not spare the “world” for one family of 8

And that He would not spare the city for less than that

We do not know
But what we do know

Is that of these “debatable deliveries” that occurred

The most precious thing that was birthed

Is a heart that believes in the promises of God

Whether that you “will deliver” as God promised

Or that you will “be delivered” as He has shown you

Or that others “will be delivered” because you have stood in the gap as He has called you
It all comes down to trusting in what the LORD has revealed to you

That you know you can cling to His Word and what it declares

And that the judge of all the earth will do right
And we trust that though it may be “debatable” as far as when

But that our delivery is definite

That as Paul said. we have a God who has delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver us; 

in whom we trust that He will still deliver us
And we know that one day soon the debating will be over

And we will be with Him

Delivered once and for all

Into the presence of the God that we love

I pray that it soon!
