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Genesis 6:1-8


 

“Grace in His Eyes”

Last time we were looking at Genesis 5
Where we could see the theme throughout all the generations that were listed

Was that they died

Death had come (as was promised if they ate of the fruit)

And it was evident in the lives of each family

They begot sons and daughters and they lived their lives

Then they died

With the exception of Enoch

This was the rule

Death had come

And death seemed to come quicker with each generation

Adam living 930 and then he died
Seth lived 912 years and he died

Enosh lived 905 years and he died

Mahalalel lived 895 and he died
Then all of the sudden

Methuselah comes along and lives longer than all the rest

Longer even than Adam

Methuselah lives 969 years (his father Jared also living into his 960’s - 962)
But Methuselah in particular, living longer than all the rest 

And you say “That is wonderful pastor, but what is the point”

So Methuselah is old?
But that is the point

Because the significance is that here we are
Seven generations from Adam (7 long generations when they have their first kids at 100 plus)

Many years after the creation when you add this up

And we see God’s grace extends Methuselah’s life longer than any other
Yes death had come

And it was coming sooner and sooner with each generation

But then, by God’s grace Methuselah lives an amazing 969 years
Showing God had not forsaken man

He had not taken His eyes off man (Where sin abounded, grace abounded much more) 

And this is even more incredible if as many believe

The flood did not come until Methuselah died

As Pastor Gene mentioned last week
Methuselah means “His death shall bring”
And his father Enoch was a prophet that walked with God

Remember it said in Genesis 5:24  

Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

And we also see in the book of Jude

That Enoch knew judgment was coming 

Because it records Enoch saying
 “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”

So he named his son Methuselah

Knowing somehow that his death would bring the judgment of God
So for him to have the longest life when you can see the ages slowly getting shorter

Shows God’s grace when judgment is due

As it says in 2 Peter 3:9  

The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

And that takes us right in to chapter 6 
Where it starts by telling us how ripe the world was for that judgment that “his death shall bring”
Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born to them, 2 that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of all whom they chose. 3 And the Lord said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.”
That now, a little over 1500 years since Adam was created
That it says “men began to multiply on the earth”

And within these 1500 years it is said the world population could have been quite large
One writer has estimated that if Adam, during his lifetime, 

Saw only half the children he could have fathered grow up, and if only half of those got married, 

And if only half of those who got married had children, then even at these conservative rates, 

Adam would have seen more than a million of his own descendants.

It has been said that using these calculations, 
That by the time of the flood, 

There could have been seven billion people on the earth.

So when it says “men began to multiply on the earth” we see it really is talking billions

And worse than just “multiplying” population wise

We see that evil grew also
As it says in Genesis 6:5  

Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

And the details of this section have been the subject of endless debates, 
Often leaving the obvious untouched. 

But whatever view one takes of the details, 

It is clear that these verses show how wicked the human race had become, 

And death was its ongoing punishment.

The statement in verse 2 saying the sons of God saw the daughters of men and they took wives for themselves of all whom they chose. 
Continues in verse 4 saying

There were giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.

That the continual evil that was upon the earth

Was related to these “sons of god” that had children with the daughters of men
And some have suggested that the sons of God were the godly line of Seth 

And the daughters of men were the Cainites. 

But this does not do justice to the terminology or the context. 

And it is not very likely
Because there is no reason why a mix of godly and ungodly would produce “giants”

It is more accurate to see the sons of God as either demons (angels in rebellion against God) 

or a group of particular demon-possessed men that had relationships with women
Because “bane elohim” in the Old Testament in other cases (as in Job 1:6) refers to angels

The translators of the Septuagint translated sons of God as "angels." 

Because they clearly thought it referred to angelic beings, not people descended from Seth.
Some dispute this saying this conflicts with Matthew 22:30.

Where Jesus says “Angels neither marry or are given in marriage”
But that would mean “good angels” do not do that wicked thing

But wicked ones could
And it could be that very thing that Jude refers to when he says in his epistle (verse 6&7)
6 And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day; 7 as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.

And the term “giants” is the Hebrew word “Neph-eelim” 

Which is said to mean “fallen ones”

Adds interesting commentary to the events

From the book Enoch, which is not inspired scripture, it gives this interesting account

"And it came to pass that the children of men had multiplied that in those days were born unto them beautiful and comely daughters. And the angels, the children of heaven, saw and lusted after them, and said to one another: 'Come, let us choose us wives from among the children of men and beget us children . . . [They] took unto themselves wives, and each chose for himself one, and they began to go unto them and to defile themselves with them, and they taught them charms and enchantments . . . And they became pregnant, and they bare great giants . . . And there arose much godlessness, and they committed fornication, and they were led astray, and became corrupt in all their ways."
 
And we can certainly see why Satan would send his angels to intermarry with human women. 

The devil tried to pollute the genetic "pool" of mankind with a satanic corruption, 

To make the human race unfit for bringing forth the Seed of the woman - the Messiah – that was promised

One commentator said, “The Savior could not be born of a demon-possessed mother. So if Satan could succeed in infecting the entire race, the deliverer could not come."
 
And it would seem satan almost succeeded. 

The race was so polluted that God found it necessary to start again with Noah and his sons, 

And to imprison the demons that did this so they could never do this again.
It is no surprise that we see in the legends of many nations’ 
kings are described as divine, half-divine, or demigods

Many mythological traditions describe them as being the offspring of the gods themselves. 

For the pagans, these demi-gods had their origin in relationships between gods and humans. 

Any superhuman in a myth or any type of giant would suggest divine intervention to the pagan

And maybe these thoughts came from these very events
Whatever was really going on

These verses describe how corrupt the world had gotten when this practice was going on
No matter what was the exact cause of the situation
We see the LORD was displeased with this corruption (and He said in verse 3)
My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be 120 years
So even if this was fallen angels cohabitating with humans

And producing giants as offspring

Though they were heroes and “men of renown,” they were flesh

And they would die, in due course, like all members of the human race. 

When God judges the world—as He was about to—

No human, no giant, no spirit has any power against Him. 

And when it says 

“My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.”

Some believe that this means

That man will only live to around 120 years

And after the flood mans lifespan would be reduced to closer to 120 years

That down from the 900 plus years that were lived before the flood

By the time of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob

We see a dramatic decrease to the 110 to 120 year range 

(not that he is guaranteed 120 years or that he could only live to exactly 120 years)
But that his years would be around 120 years (and that seems to fit historically)

But more than likely, what fits grammatically
Is that God will not put up with the wickedness indefinitely
And that in 120 years the flood would come

Because it is right after that the scripture says
5 Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 So the Lord said, “I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them.” 
This was the extent of the sin

That the LORD saw that the “wickedness” of man was great in the earth

In contrast to heaven in which “righteousness” dwells

He observed the earth in which wickedness did abound
And God was filled with sorrow

Imagine, wickedness so great that it grieves the LORD that He even made man

So much so that He decides to destroy man whom He created from the face of the earth

And not just man but all the creatures great and small that He had made

Those things that from nothing 
He made good

Have now become “nothing but bad”

Imagine a time of evil so great
That it brings God to the place where He regrets making man (and because of it the end will come)
(What is frightening is that Jesus said) 

"as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be" (Matthew 24:37). 

In other words, the conditions of the world before the coming of Jesus 

Will be like the conditions of the world before the flood:
 
Exploding population (Genesis 6:1)
Sexual perversion (Genesis 6:2)
Demonic activity (Genesis 6:4)
Constant evil in the heart of man (Genesis 6:5)

Widespread corruption and violence (Genesis 6:11)

They will have become “nothing but bad”

And isn’t that what we see in our world today??

According to the world population clock

1804<1, by 1924 we reached 2 billion, and in this last 100 we have exploded to 7 billion

We reached 7 billion people in Oct 2011 
Sexual perversion?

Do you know there are government web sites to try to keep track of all known child molesters (so many)

Do you there are public organization like NAMBLA trying to legalize pedophilia

Demonic activity

Halloween has become the second most celebrated holiday

Horoscopes in every newspaper and psychics on every corner 

And the church of satan is a recognized organization

Not to mention the demonic overtones of so much entertainment

Demonic activity is celebrated

And we all know the evil heart of man that can carry out such violence

As we see the murders that take place at Sandy Hook elementary, or Columbine, or Virginia Tech, etc

I often look around

And ask, “What in the world is going on?”

Because these are dark times!

Dark times that indicate to us that the coming of the Lord is close at hand

Times in which we know as Matthew 24:12 says

Because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.

A time that Jesus warned about in Matthew 24 (:9-11) where He said

"Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name's sake. And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. And many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.

A time that should cause us to quake in our boots

A time that should bring us to our knees

Because it is a time where (Matthew 24:38-39)

As in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.

A time when many souls are lost
Because the judgment of God has come

A time that should break our hearts as believers

Because we should not desire that any should perish

But that all should come to repentance

Yet what do we do? 
Eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the judgment comes and takes them all away

Why?

Do we not have hope?

Do we not believe?

Do we not think that there is sufficient grace to go around?

Yes these are dark times!

But that is when the Lord extends the light.

That is when we must really fight
Because there are still some who need to find grace in God’s eyes
Just like it says in verse 8

Despite all the wickedness that did abound
Even though every thought of man was evil continually

Still it says 

But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.

Isn’t that amazing!
Though the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.

Though the LORD said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth

Though the LORD was about to execute judgment upon the earth

Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD

And that tells us there is still the possibility for people to be saved from what is to come

There is still hope

Because notice with me that it says
Noah “found grace” in the eyes of the Lord
Noah didn't earn grace; 
He found it. 

He found it in the eyes of the LORD

The same place will all find it

In the sweet and precious and compassionate eyes of the Lord

Even though death reigns, 
God’s grace still abounds

It abounded when He extended the life of Methuselah beyond his peers

It abounded when out of the wickedness of the world Noah found grace in His eyes
It abounded when He save a remnant from the judgment that was about to come

Because it was as true then, as it is true today as Rom 5:20 says: 
where sin abounded, grace abounded much more
But only if we will hear the Lord!

And do as He says

For there is no other name under heaven by which we can be saved

And as Romans 10:13 says

"Whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved." 

All who will turn from their wicked ways

They will find grace in the eyes of the LORD

But Paul says to us

Those who are saved

Those who already found God’s grace

“What are you doing while the world around you perishes?”

If indeed the judgment of God is at hand

Who will you help to find the grace in His eyes?

Who will you extend yourself to in this present darkness?
As Romans 10:14 says

How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without someone who will share with them the grace of God?

Noah found it!
I found it!

Have you found it?

If so, won’t you share it with someone today

So that they might be saved

Not that they deserve it (none of us do)

But remember, even when sin abounds, grace is still found, in His eyes (if we will look to Him)
