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Gen 27



“His Plan Stands”

Last time we looked at Isaac as he was traveling down to Gerar

If you remember there was a famine in the land

And Isaac went seeking food

And when he went to Gerar, the LORD spoke to him and said do not go down to Egypt

But sojourn in this land and then go dwell in the land I will show you

But we saw that Isaac was not completely obedient

And that he did settle in Gerar and that then “the LORD” moved him on

That the LORD brought circumstances into Isaac’s life that caused him to choose the very things

That the LORD had “told him to do”
That in it we saw the sovereignty of God and man’s free will

And that in the end Isaac chose to go where the LORD told him to go
But not because the LORD told him to go

That in a sense, his destination was the same, despite that path chosen

His was a path of difficulty and contention because of his choices

But still the LORD’s Plan Stands
And I bring this to our attention

Because it is very similar to what we see here as we enter our text today and often repeated in our lives
So it says in verse 1

Now it came to pass, when Isaac was old and his eyes were so dim that he could not see, that he called Esau his older son and said to him, “My son.”
And he answered him, “Here I am.”

2 Then he said, “Behold now, I am old. I do not know the day of my death. 3 Now therefore, please take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt game for me. 4 And make me savory food, such as I love, and bring it to me that I may eat, that my soul may bless you before I die.”.

That here we see after many years…about 37 since Esau was married, Isaac now about 137

That Isaac, being barely able to see assumes he is near the end of his life (maybe cuz Ishmael died at 137)
And he calls for Esau that he might bless him before he dies

But we see here that he is acting totally in the flesh

That as we know before their birth

That God had told them that “the older would serve the younger”
That Jacob was chosen over Esau by the LORD

But we read previously that Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game

That he loved the food that Esau would bring

And he preferred the older over the younger

And as we read today it says that Isaac tells Esau go and get some of that food, that food that I love
And bring it to me that I might eat it and bless you before I die
That there is nothing spiritual or meditative about Isaac at this point

His flesh just wants some delicious food that he might then bestow the blessing upon Esau (bbq and bless)
But this is in opposition to the declarations of God.

That the older would serve the younger
And in contrast to the fact that Esau had given away his birthright

And we do not know all the details that is for sure
And we cannot say how deliberate or how rebellious this really was

Did Isaac even know about the incident with Esau selling his birthright to Jacob

How intently did he remember the words of the LORD

But by all indications

The way that he “blesses” when he bestows it

Even “saying” in verse 29

Let peoples serve you, and nations bow down to you and be master over your brethren,

It would seem it included “exactly” what God had said

And in a small family after 40 years, they would have heard one way or another about the “stew story”

And we see here in the next verse that certainly Rebekah remembered it all

Because it says

5 Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt game and to bring it. 6 So Rebekah spoke to Jacob her son, saying, “Indeed I heard your father speak to Esau your brother, saying, 7 ‘Bring me game and make savory food for me, that I may eat it and bless you in the presence of the Lord before my death.’ 8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to what I command you. 9 Go now to the flock and bring me from there two choice kids of the goats, and I will make savory food from them for your father, such as he loves Then you shall take it to your father, that he may eat it, and that he may bless you before his death
So Rebekah knew for sure and no doubt Isaac did too

But there was obviously some division over these boys even now as they are in their 70’s

So Rebekah pulls Jacob aside and tells him
Your father is going to bless Esau in the presence of the LORD before he dies

And since that is not what the LORD intended

Listen to me and we will trick your father into blessing you instead
That since Isaac is doing wrong

We need to be deceitful to make it right

That we will help the LORD rectify this situation

And make sure that the plan of God will not fail

Because after all, were not sure if His Plan will Stand

That somehow we need push and prod and pull
Because what the LORD wants is about to be undone by this blind old man

And it is interesting that we see this take place in this family

Remember, Isaac was the son of a man that walked by faith (his father literally was Abraham)
That his birth was a miracle (and no doubt talked about many times)
And that he had been there with his father through some frightful trials (like on Mt. Moriah)

That the LORD had brought him a beautiful bride through his servant
And that he called upon the name of the LORD

And was abundantly blessed by God

Yet here near the end of his life he tries to circumvent what God had shown him
Then we see Rebekah

Who sought the LORD that she might have a child after 20 years of infertility

And that during the difficult pregnancy she inquired of God what was the matter

And the LORD spoke to her about their future

Yet still she feels that she must make God’s plans stand
And we see how we can get caught up in the flesh

And think that we are the ones that need to bring about the LORD’s will by any means

Not understanding that His Plan Stands

Now granted we have talked about that we must be involved

That yes we need to make our choices

That we cannot just sit on the sidelines and do nothing…
But that we must “enter in” to those promises as we walk with God

And that is why He shows us these things

That we might “walk in them” and “hope for them” and pray that He will do as He has shown

Jesus tells us, ask, seek, knock that your Father might hear and give these good gifts

And in that He is glorified

But there is also a limit to what we should do

And this is again that balance of walking with the LORD

We spent a lot of time at Men’s study this week talking about the two sides to every thing
Things that often times seem like opposites

The dichotomy that we often see in scripture

Like is God One or Three

Is it faith or works

Is God sovereign or does man have a free will
And how we can get caught up in that it must be “one or the other”

When really it is both, though we don’t see how it can be
So we need to just believe the scripture if it says it’s both
So we are to enter in, but not to push in

And know that God is sovereign, yet we need to do His will

And to try to stay within those boundaries that the scriptures lay out
Here we see those lines are crossed

And Isaac seeks his will, not God’s

And Rebekah seeks God’s will, but by her means

And both are just as wrong

And then we see Jacob’s conscientious response in verse11

11 And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Look, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth-skinned man. 12 Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall seem to be a deceiver to him; and I shall bring a curse on myself and not a blessing.”

That obviously he was concerned with doing right
Because he said this is not a good idea

Because after all, I might get caught

That once again we see

That here he was concerned, but for the wrong reasons

It was not that it was done before the LORD

Even though Rebekah says that Isaac wants to bless Esau in “the presence of the LORD”

Jacob doesn’t say, I don’t want to do that in the presence of the LORD

That might shame my God

No…He says “Dad might find out and get mad”

I don’t want to do any time for this gig

So they are all wrong in how they go about this

And then we see how bad it can all get in verse 13

13 But his mother said to him, “Let your curse be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, get them for me.” 14 And he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and his mother made savory food, such as his father loved. 15 Then Rebekah took the choice clothes of her elder son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her younger son. And she put the skins of the kids of the goats on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. 17 Then she gave the savory food & the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.
That here we see that Rebekah actually makes a very big mistake

That she actually schemes how to manipulate the situation so that she gets what she wants

Not waiting on God but controlling things herself

Not trusting that His Plan Stands

She even goes so far as to say that she will take the blame

Not really knowing how much it will cost

(And that is so often the case with our sin)
That we do not think of others

Or of the repercussions

Or even what it might cost

As we go full bore into our own plans and intentions

Not even considering what the LORD has planned
So we see she prepares the food, gets the clothes, disguises her son, and arranges the meeting
Knowing full well she is doing wrong

But she doesn’t care cuz she has an agenda

She wants what she wants and she gunna do it

So she gets it all prepared

And Jacob goes along with it as we see in verse 18
18 So he went to his father and said, “My father.”

And he said, “Here I am. Who are you, my son?”

19 Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn; I have done just as you told me; please arise, sit and eat of my game, that your soul may bless me.”

20 But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son?”

And he said, “Because the Lord your God brought it to me.”

21 Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come near, that I may feel you, my son, whether you are really my son Esau or not.” 22 So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, and he felt him and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 And he did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands; so he blessed him.

24 Then he said, “Are you really my son Esau?”

He said, “I am.”

25 He said, “Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son’s game, so that my soul may bless you.” So he brought it near to him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank. 26 Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come near now and kiss me, my son.” “Surely, the smell of my son Is like the smell of a field Which the Lord has blessed.
That as we see the exchange here

We see it is obviously odd

That first Isaac asks “who is it”

And Jacob has to lie

That Isaac is surprised that he comes back so soon

So what does Jacob do but bring God into it
And says it is because your God has blessed it (not Jacobs God but “your God”)
And then that Isaac calls him close to feel him

Because he says “the voice is Jacob’s” 

But satisfied with feeling his skin he says “ok it’s Esau”
But then one last time we see he asks “Are you really my son Esau”
That clearly Isaac was uneasy

And no doubt Jacob and Rebekah were too

Trying to force their own agenda
So then he calls him near and smells him and says ok

Now I will bless you

And we see that like so many

When the operate in the flesh, that is all they have to go by

No discernment, no guidance, no confirmation, no visions, no Word from the Lord

There is no other judgment left to those “in the flesh”

Than the means “of the flesh”

And because Isaac is not willing to seek God’s will

All that is left is fleshly means

So he uses touch and smell and sound

To make a determination if this is right

I get my way and that is all that matters

Why pray, why wait, why seek the LORD’s plan
Isaac is wrong because he is trying to give the blessing to Esau, when God planned it for Jacob. 

Jacob is wrong as he is deceiving and lying to his father. 

Esau is wrong as he had already sold his birthright to Jacob 

Rebekah is wrong as she set up the whole deception.

But it proceeds

As they try to help God do what is right

Not believing that His Plan Stands

This is a condition that we often find ourselves in. 
We are convinced in the purposes of God and believe that God will do what He has said He is going to do; but, sometimes we feel God can't do it without our help. 
That's the same thing that Abraham and Sarah were involved in when Sarah said, 
"Take my handmaid, Hagar, and raise up a son by her. 
Yes, God wants to give you an heir Abraham, I know He does. 
So, take Hagar and let's help God out." 
And the same here where Rebekah thinks that they need to help God out. 
But we don't have to worry about the purposes of God; they're going to stand. 
What God has determined is going to be.

You can not stop the purposes of God from being fulfilled. 
You may fail, but God will raise up someone else. 
God is going to get his work accomplished and He doesn't need our help. 
This can be very disappointing when you're wanting to help God out, 
But we only create problems in our efforts to help God.
And especially when like here, they felt they had to be deceptive to help God. 
They are following that Non-Biblical proverb, "That God helps those, who help themselves." 
Here is a classic example of them trying to help themselves, to help God fulfill His plan
I don't know how God would have done it, but I'm certain He would. 
God had declared it, 
His purpose was that the blessing would be upon Jacob 
And that he should be the descendant from which the line of Christ should come.

And His Plan Stands and He doesn’t need our help
And the ends never justify the means

That is a heresy which has been embraced many times by the church. 
Paul came down on that philosophy saying, 
"Shall we do evil that good may come." "God forbid," 
Even as we see here in verse 28

As Jacob gets the blessing that God intended

28 Therefore may God give you

Of the dew of heaven,

Of the fatness of the earth,

And plenty of grain and wine.

29 Let peoples serve you,

And nations bow down to you.

Be master over your brethren,

And let your mother’s sons bow down to you.

Cursed be everyone who curses you,

And blessed be those who bless you!”

That we see that Isaac thinks he succeeds in blessing Esau
Trying to overturn what God had declared to be His purpose. 
Even saying that his brother will serve him

It complete opposition to what the LORD had said

And no doubt Jacob thought he succeed it gaining something

As he receives the blessing from Isaac and figured all was well
But all he caused was a huge irreparable division
And we see in verse 30
30 Now it happened, as soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and Jacob had scarcely gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from his hunting. 
That it starts right there immediately

That he now must run before Esau finds out

And he does even as Esau comes in and it says in verse 31

31 He also had made savory food, and brought it to his father, and said to his father, “Let my father arise and eat of his son’s game, that your soul may bless me.”
32 And his father Isaac said to him, “Who are you?”

So he said, “I am your son, your firstborn, Esau.”

33 Then Isaac trembled exceedingly, and said, “Who? Where is the one who hunted game and brought it to me? I ate all of it before you came, and I have blessed him— and indeed he shall be blessed.”
That here we see an interesting turn

That obviously as soon as Esau comes in

Isaac realizes what has happened

But to his credit

We see instead of recanting the blessing, 
Isaac realizes that God is involved in this and he affirms that the blessing shall be given to Jacob. 
He tried to get his plan pushed through 
But he realizes now that God's Plan Stands.

It is interesting that the term there translated “trembled exceedingly” is very strong

It could be translated, (according to Morris) "Isaac trembled most excessively with a great trembling."
And Isaac was troubled because he knew he had tried to oppose God
Yet the LORD still came out victorious

And he realizes the LORD’s will is glorious

And despite his attempt otherwise, Jacob will be blessed
 

In Hebrews 11:20, it says 
By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 
Where in this all do we see this faith? 
Here it is, after Isaac's attempt to thwart the will of God has been destroyed and he said of Jacob, 
"and indeed he shall be blessed."
God’s Plan Stands
And I see that now

Contrary to Esau who despised his birthright when it was a just a spiritual blessing  
Now we see how he feels when it might be a material one

34 When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with an exceedingly great and bitter cry, and said to his father, “Bless me—me also, O my father!”

35 But he said, “Your brother came with deceit and has taken away your blessing.”

36 And Esau said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has supplanted me these two times. He took away my birthright, and now look, he has taken away my blessing!” And he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing for me?”

37 Then Isaac answered and said to Esau, “Indeed I have made him your master, and all his brethren I have given to him as servants; with grain and wine I have sustained him. What shall I do now for you, my son?”

38 And Esau said to his father, “Have you only one blessing, my father? Bless me—me also, O my father!” And Esau lifted up his voice and wept.

39 Then Isaac his father answered and said to him:

“Behold, your dwelling shall be of the fatness of the earth,

And of the dew of heaven from above.

40 By your sword you shall live,

And you shall serve your brother;

And it shall come to pass, when you become restless,

That you shall break his yoke from your neck.”

Here we see that his story has changed, but not for the better
NOW Esau is concerned about the birthright! 
Previously he was willing to sell his birthright for a bowl of stew, and he despised his birthright. 
But now he wanted the material and political advantages of that birthright.

And it is interesting the way that Esau sees it

Though he is right in accusing Jacob of acting true to his nature when he gained the birthright
He neglects to mention he sold the birthright for a bowl of stew, and he really didn’t care about it.
Esau gave it away, 
But he would rather think that Jacob stole it

Because the carnal mind love to justify its carnal actions

And Esau's weeps for something

But not for a heart right with God

They were the tears of frustrated selfishness
Tears over the fact that he would not inherit the blessing

And that he would not rule over his brothers

Because his father has blessed his brother instead of him

41 So Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father blessed him, and Esau said in his heart, “The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then I will kill my brother Jacob.”

That with those tears did not come repentance, but hatred
That now Esau hated his brother

Even to the point of killing him

Because to Esau all that matter was himself

And Hebrews tells us it was bitterness

that afterward, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, 
for he found no place to return, though he sought it diligently with tears.
And this profane person, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright
Became bitter and caused trouble for many
And what do we see he reaps, but bitterness for his own life

Because he sets in his heart that he will wait until his father dies

And then carry out his plan and kill Jacob

(But Isaac actually lives for another forty-three years.)
And Esau wallowed in that bitterness that whole time

But it also had immediate ramifications
That we see in verse 42

42 And the words of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said to him, “Surely your brother Esau comforts himself concerning you by intending to kill you. 43 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice: arise, flee to my brother Laban in Haran. 44 And stay with him a few days, until your brother’s fury turns away, 45 until your brother’s anger turns away from you, and he forgets what you have done to him; then I will send and bring you from there. Why should I be bereaved also of you both in one day?”

And so we see that all this sets things in motion
That because Isaac was set on doing other than God’s will

Because Esau despised his birthright and sold it for a bowl of stew

Because Rebekah was willing to use any means to achieve her goals

And because Jacob wasn’t worried what God thought, only if he got caught

That this causes a big mess in their lives

But still God’s Plan Stands

God had said that the older would serve the younger

That it was Jacob that would receive the blessing
And His Plan Stands

And man cannot change it

Part of the problem was thinking that they could

That the blessing was somehow mystical

And that if “Isaac could just say it over Esau”

Then what??

Would God be “forced” into blessing Esau?
I don’t think so

Did Rebekah really have to help God?
Or could He have worked it out all by Himself

And even “if” Isaac blessed Esau

God still would “not have”
Because God is not bound by us

And he had “declared” the older shall serve the younger

REGARDLESS of who Isaac blessed

You see God purposes stand firm

And He will do as He has said

Either with us or without us

Sometimes even in spite of us

Though it’s always best to stand with Him

And to let His Plan Stand

You see Rebekah loved Jacob

She was even probably motivated by love to do what she did

But the result was actually devastating

We see that because of what she did

She tells Jacob to go for a while to her brother Laban to hide from Esau
And she even goes to Isaac with a reason in verse 46
46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth; if Jacob takes a wife of the daughters of Heth, like these who are the daughters of the land, what good will my life be to me?”

So she sends Jacob away

But what we don’t clearly see here

Is that what Rebekah did, cost her the relationship with the son that she loved

That in a sense the curse did fall on her
He had to flee from the wrath of Esau. 

And he went to the area of Haran, which was about five hundred miles away 

And though Rebekah figured it would only be a short while

He ended up being there for twenty years before he returned. 

And by the time he returned, 
Rebekah was already dead. 

As a result of her behavior 

Rebekah lost the son she loved 
Because she never saw him again.

Sure it was “for him”

Sure it was “for God”

But because it was willfully wrong

She lost the things that were most important to her

Not that God did it

But it was the natural repercussion of her sinful behavior

And what we often reap from our carnal actions
But through it all God still worked
His Plan Would Stand

And we don’t need to push and prod and pull

But just “enter in” to those promises as we walk with God

That as He shows us these things

We “walk in them” and “hope for them” and pray that He will do as He has shown

That we ask, seek, and knock that your Father might hear and give those good gifts

And that in that He is glorified

That His Plan Stands…
And that we stand with Him

As He shows us the great and marvelous things that He desires to do

