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Gen 1:1


“Light of the World”

We are starting today our verse by verse expositional study through the book of Genesis

And as I was praying about what book to do next

I thought we started in this building with the first book in the New Testament

And we spent the last year and a half going through the 28 chapters of Matthew

So I thought it fitting that we jump to the first book in the Old Testament

And we could spend the next 3 or 4 years going through the 50 chapters in Genesis

There are actually 50 chapters

But really it will go faster than Matthew because of the composition of the text

We should have no problem knocking it out in say… 2 and half years or so

Honestly, we will be here a while, but it will be enjoyable

Because this is an awesome book

And full of all kinds of beneficial things for us as Christians

I hope that none of us think that the Old Testament is irrelevant to us

Because it really has a lot to offer

As I hope we will see as we explore it

We do like to start with a background of the book and some pertinent information about it

This is part of the Old Testament which is called the Pentateuch, or five books of Moses

The Greek word Pentateuch meaning "the five-fold book." 

The Jews called them the Torah, which means, "the law." 

And they hold them in the highest esteem

Some believing they are the “only” inspired books

This first book of the Pentateuch is called by the Jews Bereshith, which means, "in the beginning", 

Because this is the first word of the book. 

It is known by us as Genesis, which is a Greek word that means…source, origin, or beginning

Literally it means generations or genealogy

As a matter of fact

That is what this word is translated as in the first verse of Matthew

Where it says in Matt 1:1

The book of the genealogy (or generations) of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham …

That word there is “genesis” in the Greek

And Matthew has been called the Genesis of the New Testament for that reason

Again fitting that we should jump to “the book of the generations of Jesus Christ”, in the Old Testament


(now that we finished the bib’-los ghen’-es-is ee-ay-sooce which is the first line in Greek of Matt)

After all, though He is not mentioned by name

The purpose of all the scriptures is to point us to Jesus, the Messiah, the Christ, the Son of God

Jesus said You search the Scriptures, 

for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.
And not only does Genesis do that through the genealogies of Christ 

As we look at the lineage from Adam to Abraham and on to Jacob and Judah

The book actually ends with the death of Joseph the son of Jacob

But these are not endless or useless genealogies 

But beneficial and purposeful ones, that point us to Christ

And not just genealogies, but also the beginnings or the origins of all things

The creation of the world, the origin of man, marriage, evil, language, gvrnmnt, culture, nations, religion   

The explanations for why our world is the way that it is

Darwin tried to figure out the “Origin of Species”

When God had already explained to us the “Origin of Life” right here

And there is so much to glean from this book of beginnings

Almost all important doctrines and teachings have their foundation in the Book of Genesis: 

The doctrines of sin, redemption, justification, Jesus Christ, the personality and personhood of God, the kingdom of God, the fall, Israel, the promise of the Messiah, and more.
The Bible would be incomplete and perhaps incomprehensible without the Book of Genesis. 

It sets the stage for the entire drama of redemption, which unfolds in the rest of the Bible.
 
Genesis is also important to the New Testament. 

There are at least 200 quotations or references to Genesis in the New Testament
And Genesis contains, according to the usual computation, 

The history of about two thousand three hundred and sixty-nine years. 

It is divided into two principal parts. 

The first part (1-11) gives a general history of mankind down to the time of the Dispersion of nations. 

The second part presents the early history of Israel down to the death and burial of Joseph (12-50). 

There are five principal persons brought to our attention in this book,
and around these persons the history of the successive periods is grouped

Adam (1-3), Noah (4-9), Abraham (10-25), Isaac (25-35), and Jacob (36-50). 

In this book we have many prophecies concerning the Christ that we will examine as we come to them

Such as Gen 3:15 where it takes about the seed of the woman 

Gen 12:3 where in all the families of the earth will be blessed

And 49:10 where the scepter shall not depart until Shiloh comes

The author of this book was Moses. 

And it is the longest of the five books of Moses

Some think, written when Moses was in Midian, 

for the instruction and comfort of his suffering brethren in Egypt

That under divine guidance he may have been led to make use of materials already existing

Either previous documents, or traditions in a trustworthy form that had come down to his time

Which would be only a couple of generations if you think about it because of their long lives

Handed down from Adam to Methuselah, from Methuselah to Shem, from Shem to Abraham, 

and then to the family of Jacob. 

Others think he wrote it in the wilderness, after he had been in the mount with God, 

Where he received full and particular instructions for the writing of it. 

And, as he framed the tabernacle, so did he the more excellent and durable framing of this book, 

Exactly according to the pattern shown him in the mount, 

And certainty possible with the God who personally gave him the 10 commandments written in stone

But by whatever means Moses did the writing herein

We know as Paul has said in 2Tim 3:16

16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work

Now as we go through the tremendous information found in Genesis

We will be working on our skills of interpretation

Because it is a book of prophecy as well as typeology as well as history

And we will look at the historical implications

But we will also look at the spiritual applications

Through proper and correct interpretation

The book of Genesis has properly been called the "seed-plot" of the Bible. 

Because it is the beginnings of all things

And it is from these things that all things grow

And so proper interpretation is very important

Now the science of interpretation is called hermeneutics from the Greek word hermenuo, 

And is different than Homi-ladics (homiletics)

Her menudo is a lady who makes Mexican soup

And hominy addicts are southerners who cant get enough grits (get it …hominy grits, hominy addicts)

OK

So hermeneutics is the interpretation of scripture

And homiletics is the study of putting those things into an applicable message

The best homiletics is build on proper hermeneutics

In other words 

To get yer message across you better understand what cha reading

So we want to apply proper biblical interpretation

And there are several things we want to keep in mind

Some very applicable here in Genesis

First is always “context”

That we want to always interpret in context

Because a text out of context always becomes a pretext 

(3 important rules of interpretation context, context, context)

And second

Is the literal interpretation of scripture

That we need not spiritualize and supernaturalize everything in the Bible 

(this is not McD and there is no need to supersize)

We don’t want to stretch the meanings beyond what was intended

That when the plain sense makes good sense, seek no other sense

Which is not to say that there is not spiritual application or a denial of the supernatural

Because that is obvious in scripture

But we need to not abuse it

And third 

That the best interpretation of scripture is from scripture

That scripture often comments on the scriptures

And there is no better commentary on the scripture than the one that’s by the Author

Now what is sometimes considered part of this letting scripture interpret scripture

It called the principle of “first mention”

That there is something significant about a subject when it is first mentioned in the Bible

In letting Scripture interpret Scripture, it is important to look for the place where it is first mentioned

"The Law of the First Mention" states that wherever a concept or topic is first introduced in Scripture there are certain foundational principles laid down which help us understand it

And obviously there are many things “first mentioned” in this book of beginnings

And so we will look at some of those as we come across them

Showing how it often helps us understand biblical terminology

And then of course looking into types in scripture

Where some of the neatest pictures are painted of the wonderful works of God

As they are played out in actual historical events here in Genesis

And some of them will totally amaze you

As you study through the scriptures that God has laid before us
So with all that we get into verse 1 dashing like a herd of turtles across an AR interstate

And it says 

In the beginning

And we could camp here forever

And contemplate exactly “what does this mean”

In the beginning??

What beginning

Was it before time?

Was it before space?

Was it before Orion had his belt?

And was the Bid Dipper still a little dipper back then?

Was it before all else existed?

Was it before I had a navel?

Because then I couldn’t contemplate my navel

What does it really matter??

The bottom line it was before all these things that we will see in Genesis

That surely before there was a heaven and an earth

Before there was man or animal, plants or trees

Before all that we see before our eyes within our known universe

In that beginning

God (it says, in the beginning God)

Notice that it does not explain the existence of God

It assumes that we know

In the beginning “God already was”

John tells us in John 1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

In the beginning was God

And in the beginning was the Word

And the Word was “with God”

And the Word “was God”

That yes, Jesus was there, as God the Son, the Word that would later become flesh and dwell amongst us

That He was there in the beginning with God

And that He was “also God”

There in the beginning

And it goes on to say

In that beginning

God created the heavens and the earth

That in reality that is all the proof we need to know that there is a God

Psalm 19 tells us

1 The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork

And Romans 1 tells us

since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse.
And really isn’t that there enough to just completely blow your mind

To answer all your questions

And to give you all the security you ever need

That He created the heavens and the earth

Have you ever contemplated the fact that we serve “The Creator God”

That the One whom we call Abba, Papa, Father

He created the heavens and the earth

Talk about my Dad’s better than your Dad

Talk about my Dad’s the smartest Dad ever

Do you realize the implications of that statement

We worship a risen Savior

Isn’t that glorious

We know Jesus conquered the grave

He ascended in to heaven as we talked about last week

That He ever lives to make intersession for us

That He will never leave us nor forsake us

But do you stop and think

He created the heavens and the earth.

Talk about incredible!!

And it was Jesus who did the creating

Again as John told us

3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

And we don’t know exactly how He did it

When we get to heaven maybe there will be “demonstrations” we can watch

Ya know like when u go to the hardware store and you can “see how the experts do that”

And you say “wow, that’s cool, no wonder it looks good when their done”

And maybe we can all stand around and God will “show us how the expert did it”

And we will say “Wow, no wonder it looks so good”

But the bottom line is that He did

He created it all

And we have seen man attempt to figure it out

That we see even so called Christians trying to determine how He did it

That surely it had to be a “Big Bang” 

That emanated from a densely compressed mass of matter in the center of the universe

That sent the material into swirling pools of elements that became stars and planets and people

Over a period of millions of years

But their theories are full of black holes so to speak

That what we see in the universe contradicts those things in small but oh so clear ways

One that I love is the backwards rotation of some planets

That if it was all one contiguous swirling mass that everything would have the same spin (law of inertia)

Yet somehow, unexplainably

Certain object spin backwards

As a matter of fact, three planets in our own solar system

Venus, Uranus and Pluto

Now they don’t call them “backwards”, they call them “retrograde”, like their trying to catch up or what

But it really is a big problem with their theory…kinda makes them “retrograde”

And someone once said they think God just stuck His finger in and spun those backwards to goof them up

But maybe it was a Big Bang

Maybe God said, “Badda bing, Badda Boom, Badda Bang”

But the thing to remember is that the Genesis account is not fictional or allegorical

It is historical

Psalm 136 connects the Genesis account of creation with the rest of Israel's history in a seamless fabric. The creation account is not put in a category of "historical fiction."

But is always spoken of as “factual”

Jesus quoted Genesis as if it were a purely historical record in Matthew 19:4 and 23:35

Jesus considered it as actual
 
C.S. Lewis wrote that when he heard a Biblical scholar say the Genesis creation account was a myth, 

he didn't want to know about the man's credentials as a Biblical scholar. 

He wanted to know how many myths the man had ever read. 

Because myths were Lewis' business as a literary scholar, 

And he could see the Biblical account of creation was unlike any mythical account he had ever studied
It is true that Genesis was not written primarily as a scientific document. 

But if God gave us a truly scientific, detailed account of creation, written in scientific language

Who could understand it?

It would be like Albert Einstein trying to teach nursery school

Even if it were written in simple, 20th-century scientific language, that we might comprehend today

It would have made no sense to all previous generations and no sense to future generations either.

Scientific information is very contextual to what you already know

And God did not intend to “explain” creation

Any more than we attempt to explain to our children how dinner got to the table

The Bible says in Pro 25:2, 

“It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, but the glory of kings is to search out a matter” 

And there is nothing wrong with searching out the matter

It used to be that scientist searched for “How God did it”

In humility and wonder at the works of His hand

That they might give Him the glory

But somewhere along the line we became arrogant

And want to prove it “apart from God”

That He “cannot be” part of the equation

Which seems so crazy when really the only solid explanation

That has stood the test of time

Is that in the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth

That it is more and more obvious as we learn that there is intelligent design in our universe

And that this means that there had to be a designer

Even as the Bible teaches

And really, if you think about it

If God made the heavens and the earth

What can He not do?

It’s been said if you can believe the first line in the Bible

The rest of the book is easy

Why do we have trouble believing He can calm the wind and the waves

Why do we have doubts about whether He can help us in our struggles

Why do we ask if He sees what’s happening

Why do we question His plans

Why do we wonder what He will do

Instead of wonder at what He has done

Like the hymn says

O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made. 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy power through-out the universe displayed. 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee; 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

When you consider all that our Creator God has made

It should cause us to cry out

Oh Lord, what is man that you are mindful of Him

Look at all that He has done

And do not doubt what He can do

The philosopher Jean-Paul Sarte stated the essential problem of philosophy: 

“There is something, instead of nothing. Why? “

Everything else in our life flows from the answer to this question.

And in Genesis we find the answers to “Why there is something”

It is not the result of random, meaningless occurrences of chance

But it is the work of a Creator God

Who in the beginning, created the heavens and the earth

And that says something about who I am, and why I am here

Now verse 2 states that 

2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. 

 
Some translate the idea in this verse as the earth became without form and void. 

Their thinking is the earth was originally created not without form and void, 

but it became without form and void through the destructive work of Satan. 

However, this is not the plain grammatical sense of the ancient Hebrew.
 
Those who follow this idea look to Isaiah 45:18: For thus says the Lord, Who created the heavens, Who is God, Who formed the earth and made it, Who has established it, Who did not create it in vain, Who formed it to be inhabited: "I am the Lord, and there is no other." 

The idea is God here says He did not create the world in vain 

(the Hebrew word is the same as the word for void in Genesis 1:1).

And that is possible…

It could be that something changed it, but we don’t know
 
But based on these ideas, 

Some have advanced what has been called the "Gap Theory." 

It is the idea that there was a long and indefinite chronological gap between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2. 

Most "Gap Theory" adherents use the theory to explain the fossil record, and an “old earth”

 
Whatever merit the gap theory may have, 

it cannot explain the extinction and fossilization of ancient animals

The Bible says plainly death came by Adam (Romans 5:12), 

and since fossils are the result of death, they could not have happened before Adam's time.

And the only reason to argue for an “old earth” (ie millions of years old) 

Is a desire to exalt mans wisdom and water down God’s

And I believe really diminishes the clear teaching of scripture

Now there are also those who use this “Gap theory” to not argue for a old earth or a fossil record

But that see it as a possible time frame for when satan was cast from heaven

That according to Isa 14 and Eze 28 it would seem that Lucifer was in the garden of Eden

Before he fell and was cast from heaven

And that perhaps it was this time prior to the creation of man that this took place

And that being cast from heaven is what made the earth without form and void

But that cannot be supported conclusively

And takes a little “reading into the text”

And is therefore left to speculation

I do not believe that it is heretical

But neither do I believe it is supportable

It is just something to think about

What it does clearly tell us

Is that the earth was at this point

without form, and void

Basically the idea is that it was “unkempt”, not “set in order”

And it then tells us

and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

Now some again liken this to a sense of resistance to the moving of the Holy Spirit on the earth. 

Some speculate this was because Satan was cast down to the earth

And was in resistance to God's plan, though his resistance was futile.

But the plain sense

Is that this earth

Which was without form and void

Had “darkness” over it

Yet the Spirit of God “hovered” over it in preparation of doing something

The word “hovered” in the Hebrew literally means to vibrate or shake

It speaks of activity and not passiveness

Of a preparatory work of God

Even as a mother eagle hovers over her young as they prepare to fly

And here we see an actively involved God hovering over the creation He is about to transform

Also notice that it makes a positional distinction of the Spirit of God

Denoting a separation of the two

It is one thing to say your spirit interacts with another

But to speak in unique positional terms shows distinction

And here we see the Holy Spirit hovering over the face of the water

As verse 3 tells us

3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light from the darkness.

That even in the very beginning we see distinction between the operation of the godhead

As we read earlier in John 1:3 that it was the Son that created all things

Yet the Spirit is hovering over the face of the water

And we see a couple of noteworthy things here

First as mentioned the plurality of the godhead

Which we will see more through out the whole creation account

But starts here and in more than just the English

Because in the Hebrew

The word used for “God”

Is the word “Elohim”

And the “im” ending denotes plurality

Like cherub means singular angel

Cherubim means more than one

So grammatically it is a plural word but it is used as if it were singular. 

The verbs and pronouns used with Elohim should be in the plural, 

But when Elohim refers to the Lord God the verbs and pronouns are in the singular.
 
Rabbi Simeon ben Joachi, a Kabbalist, commenting on the word Elohim: "Come and see the mystery of the word Elohim; there are three degrees, and each degree by itself alone, and yet notwithstanding they are all one, and joined together in one, and are not divided from each other."
That there is a strange grammatical structure of plurality mixed with singularity

Even here at the very beginning in the usage of the word of God, Elohim

Second

That God “said” let there be light

God did not have to fashion light with His hands. 

It was enough for God to merely speak the words, "Light be!" and there was light.

That the awesome power of our God is in His very Word

And what do we have right before us

But the very Word of God given to us

And there is power in it

Now some have made the mistake that because God created things by speaking them into existence

That we can operate on the same principle, speaking things into existence by faith.
This is based on a wrong understanding of Hebrews 11:3 where it says

by faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God

Which is taken by some to say God Himself used faith in creating the world. 

When it means, it is by faith we understand God created the world by His words

The power is not in the faith

But in the object of our faith

And that should be the God that spoke creation into existence
Third

That to this earth that was without form and void

The first thing He did was bring light

The first step in bringing creation to chaos

Decency to that which is disheveled

Fashioning to that which is formless

Victory to that which is vain

Is to let there be light

What did John say in John 1

4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

That God sent His Son into the World

And the light shone in the darkness

And the darkness did not comprehend it

And Jesus was that Light

Sent to bring decency to that which is disheveled

Fashioning to that which is formless

Victory to that which is vain

And Paul speaks about the gospel message being light

2Cor 4:3 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them. 5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
And Jesus said we should Let our light so shine before men, 

that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.
So the solution to the situation around us that is without form and void

Is to first…let there be light

Shine the gospel into the darkness

And let the darkness disperse

Let God see the light, that it is good; 

and let God divided the light from the darkness

20 For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God
That the light only drives away those who will no receive it

It is veiled to those who are perishing

Light shines in the darkness, but the darkness does not comprehend it
But to us who are being saved

In Him is life, and the life is the light of men.
Jesus is the light of life

And that is the last point

That God “is” the light

God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light from the darkness.
It tells us that light, (day and night) 

existed before the sun and the moon were created on the fourth day v14-19

(some will say that this is where He created light and then just let in be revealed as the Sun on day four

But that’s not a very “bright” argument

Because it “leaves you in the dark” about what scripture says

The Bible shows us that light is more than the physical substance that we associate it with

The darkness God sent upon the Egyptians (Exodus 10:21) had a tangible quality to it, 

far beyond what we usually think of as being associated with darkness; it could be felt. 

Demonstrating a supernatural element, which can be related to light and darkness.
And in Rev 22:5 the Bible tells us that in heaven

5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. 

That literally God Himself will be the light 

No lamp

No light from the sun

But He will be the light

John tells us in 1 John 1:5-7

5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.

That yes, God “is” the light
After the heavens and earth are long gone

When there is no more sun or moon

There will still be light

Because He “is light”

The light of the world

And the light of life

So is it possible

That when God said “Let there be light”

That Jesus just “let His light shine”

And that like it will be at the end of all things

So it might have been at the beginning of all things

That there was no need of lamp nor the light of the sun

Because the Lord was the Light

And God saw His light shine and it was good; and God made a separation of His light from the darkness.

5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. 

So the evening and the morning were the first day.

 
That again, literally before there was a sun and a moon

There was a day and there was a night

That it is not dependant on the things that we think

Like the sun and the moon

But our very night and days

Are dependant on God Himself

And here it tells us that God called the light Day

And the darkness night

And the evening and the morning were the first Day

And many wonder if this was a literal day (in the sense we think of a day) or if it was a geological age. 

Some say that God created the world in six days, and others say He created it in six vast geological ages. 

Though there is disagreement among Christians on this, 

The most plain and simple meaning of the text is that He created in six days as we think of days.

Can the Hebrew word here “Yom” be used for a period of time.

The answer is yes it can be, but it is not normally.

And there is no reason for it to be used as such here contextually

The plain understanding in context

Especially considering the topic of light and dark, night and day, evening and morning

And that He called “the light DAY”

It seems to make no other sense than for it to mean a “normal day”

The only reason for it to be something different would be to make God’s word fit man’s theories

And I honestly believe that it should be the other way around

That man’s fallible theories need to fit God’s perfect word 
 
In the beginning

God created the heavens and the earth

It is true

He created the Sun and moon and all the rest of creation

But even before that

There was light

Shinning in the darkness

Though the darkness did not comprehend it

Bringing creation to chaos

Decency to that which is disheveled

Fashioning to that which is formless

Victory to that which is vain

There, in the beginning

God was 

And He was the light of the world

Jesus said in John 8:12

12 “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”

May He shine in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
May we walk in the light as He is in the light, and have fellowship with one another, 

and allow the blood of Jesus Christ His Son to cleanse us from all sin.

May we let our light so shine as a pure reflection of His

That we bring calm to chaos

Decency to that which is disheveled

Fashioning to that which is formless

Victory to that which is vain

In the name Of Jesus Christ…let there be light

