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Gen 39



“Successfully with the LORD” 
Well last week we had that intermission in our story as chapter 38 looked at the life of Judah
That we had seen the start of all these troubles for Joseph in chapter 37

That there was this animosity in the family towards him

And the ones that should have cared for him, hated him, and betrayed him

Remember the spoke harshly to him and mocked him

And finally handled him roughly and cast him into a pit

That there was no concern for him

Only for themselves

And they were willing to aggressively do him harm

They plotted to kill him but ended up selling him as a slave to some Midianite traders

And off they carried him from family and home

And it ended as we saw he was sold to Potiphar, a high ranking official in Egypt

But then we have that break as we see the life of Judah
And what we really see in that chapter is that the only thing to praise

Is the glory of God’s grace

That it really is the grace of God that chooses us and uses us

That Judah did not deserve to be chosen by God to be the line of the Messiah

That it was not because of Judah but really in spite of Judah

And that the LORD would actually use the son born from the illicit relationship between Judah and Tamar

That God is filled with grace that He pours out on those who are His

And really that is such an important thing to keep in mind as we follow the life of Joseph
Because his truly is a life in which grace abounds

And he is successfully with the LORD

Successful because of the LORD and the grace that He gives

And it starts there in verse 1 and says

Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. And Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him down there. 2 The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a successful man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian.

That we see that Joseph is bought by this “Potiphar”, an officer of Pharaoh and captain of the guard 
That he is a prominent man in the kingdom, serving under Pharaoh as an officer

And that this was where the LORD had brought him

That it says the LORD was with Joseph and he was a successful man

Not that Joseph acquired wealth and prosperity or was “successful” from a worldly point of view

But that in the things of Joseph’s life, he was successful

That he was a “slave”, but he was the “best of slaves”

He did a good job. He was respectful. He was honest

And because he was successfully with the LORD he was “in the house” of his master the Egyptian
And this had several benefits

That he was “in the house” instead of the barn or slaves quarters

And that he was “in the house” in front of his master’s eyes

Not just for Joseph, but also for the LORD

Because we see in verse 3 that it says

3 And his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord made all he did to prosper in his hand. 4 So Joseph found favor in his sight, and served him. Then he made him overseer of his house, and all that he had he put under his authority.
That we see that his master saw
Potiphar saw that Joseph was successfully with the LORD

That the LORD was with him and made all that he did to prosper

That Joseph was a witness to the glorious grace of God even in this foreign land

That here as a slave in the house of the Egyptian the Lord was so obviously with Him

That it says “Joseph found favor in his sight”

And the word there translated “favor” is “khane” in the Hebrew which is “grace”

The same word that “Noah found in the eyes of the Lord” GRACE

And we see that here in this pagan house

In this worldly country

Under the authority of this unbelieving idol worshipper of Egypt

That Joseph finds “grace” in his sight

Because he is successfully with the LORD

He is a witness of the LORD

And because Joseph found favor in his sight

What does it say he did

Pushed for a promotion, sought better living conditions, wanted to join the ESU
NO! it says “he served him”


That the grace that God gave Joseph gave him grace in his masters sight

That Joseph might do what he was called to do

To serve his master with all his might

And we as Christians should do the same

That as the LORD has given us grace because we have found favor in His sight

We should serve our employers with all our might

That we should be the best employees that there are
And that they should be able to see that the LORD is with us

Because His grace is upon us

And what does it say about Joseph

That as he served he was “successful”

And Potiphar made him “overseer” of his house and put all he had under his authority

Isn’t that an amazing thing to see

That here this young Hebrew slave in quite a short time

Is put in authority over all that this prominent man had

Because the LORD was with him
And there is nothing that is impossible if the LORD is with you

That whatever He desires for us is possible if we follow Him

Because we are “successfully with the LORD

And we see in verse 5
5 So it was, from the time that he had made him overseer of his house and all that he had, that the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; and the blessing of the Lord was on all that he had in the house and in the field. 6 Thus he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand, and he did not know what he had except for the bread which he ate.

And what was the result of Potiphar putting Joseph in charge of all that he had
That he was blessed for Joseph’s sake

And the blessing was on all that he had

And there are times when the LORD will bless others for “our sake”

Because He desires to bless us

So He does it through our work or our school or our situation

Not that “success” is the sign that the LORD is with you

But He often will bless us and those we are with because of us

Because it is a witness of God’s grace

And it says Potiphar did not know what he had except for the bread that he ate
Basically saying that he didn’t have a worry in the world

That he wasn’t concerned with all the things which he had left in Josephs care

Because Joseph was diligent and trustworthy and conscientious

What a testimony it is when someone in authority over us

Is comfortable enough to turn it all over to us w\o a worry

That they know that we are people of character because we are “successfully with the LORD”

Now another note is that none of this was over night
That we know that Joseph was 17 when he was sold into slavery

And that he is 30 when he sees Pharaoh after 2 years in prison

So his time with Potiphar was around 11 years

Working and serving and being successful in all that he did
Being a witness of God’s grace

Though he was still a slave in a foreign land

Then it goes on to say
Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance.

And we might wonder why the scripture would tell us that Joseph was a hunk

But there is always a reason

And we see that it comes into play in verse 7 where it says

7 And it came to pass after these things that his master’s wife cast longing eyes on Joseph, and she said, “Lie with me.”

That as the LORD is blessing the situation what do we see

That the enemy is on the prowl

That the wife of Potiphar starts to sexually solicit Joseph
After all, he was handsome in form and appearance (& people like me & Joe suffer cuz of our good looks)

And it would have been easy for Joseph to rationalize his situation

To feel like it was to his advantage to grant the request of his bosses wife 

It is even believed by some that Potiphar was a eunuch and did not have relations with his wife

That it might have been a common thing for her to sleep around

And that the Egyptian culture was very promiscuous

So it might not have been a real big deal

Yet verse 8 says
8 But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Look, my master does not know what is with me in the house, and he has committed all that he has to my hand. 9 There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept back anything from me but you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” 10 So it was, as she spoke to Joseph day by day, that he did not heed her, to lie with her or to be with her.
That Joseph knew that he had a higher calling than just what Potiphar or his wife thought
That it wasn’t about being caught

But it was about maintaining his character

He knew that he was “successfully with LORD”

That the LORD was with him even in this foreign land

Though he was many miles away from home

NO, he couldn’t walk like an Egyptian

He couldn’t do the things that these pagans did
That it would actually be against his God

And often that is how our attacks come

That as we are “serving the LORD” where we are

The enemy will come with the temptation to be “just like them”

That we are pushed to do the things that they do

To watch the things they watch, to hear the things they hear, to participate with them in things against God


And they will pick at you day by day trying to wear you down
But we need to stand our ground, to “refuse” to be like them, not harshly or judgmentally, but FIRMLY

I will not do this thing!! I will not conform into your image! I am not like you!
Maybe it won’t harm anyone else, maybe there is nothing detrimental about it, but I will not do it!

Because I serve God and not man!
And it is easy to be pulled into their debased conversations and their crude humor and their sexual ways

That they will invite you to the bar with them after work
And if you won’t go they will play poor me and you don’t like us and you’re not being very nice

And if you still resist day by day as Joseph did, 

Then they will mock you and spite you

And eventually will turn against you

Because what you stand for proves that they are wrong

And if they can’t force you into it then they will hate you for it
Even as we see in verse 11 and following

11 But it happened about this time, when Joseph went into the house to do his work, and none of the men of the house was inside, 12 that she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his garment in her hand, and fled and ran outside. 13 And so it was, when she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and fled outside, 14 that she called to the men of her house and spoke to them, saying, “See, he has brought in to us a Hebrew to mock us. He came in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice. 15 And it happened, when he heard that I lifted my voice and cried out, that he left his garment with me, and fled and went outside.”

That we see it gets bad

That she tries to trap him into sin

But rather than that what do we see, 
That Joseph jumps up and begins to flee

He says I’m the ginger bread man and you can’t catch me (
Ok, maybe not

But rather than stand there and reason

He just gets the heck outta dodge

Why try to talk your way out of it when you can run away from it

And so he does, even though it means leaving his garment behind

(And no it doesn’t mean he was streakin…it was most likely his outer garment

And he took off in his undergarments

But it didn’t matter
Because running in his underwear

Was much better than staying there

But because he would not compromise
Then we see he is despised

That because her carnal ways are rejected 

We see how her character is reflected

It’s not just an “oh well” missed out on another cute guy

But that stinkin Hebrew thinks he’s better than us

That though you were once desirable

Now you become the holy roller, the bible thumper, the intolerant bigot

See they have come to mock us and make us look bad
And because that is not really the truth, then they have to make up lies

That there has to be a way to bring them down

And since compromise didn’t work

Maybe lies will

And then there are accusations and allegations

Stories told and slander spread

All because wicked people are convicted of sin

And they can’t handle the guilt they feel

So they try to remove the object of their affliction

It doesn’t matter that you are the best thing they have going

It doesn’t matter that they see that it is because of you that they are blessed

It doesn’t matter if all they have is so dependant on you that it will fall apart without you

It doesn’t matter that they know the LORD is with you

Their hatred of how you make them feel is so intense

That they will say anything, do anything, cause anything they can to get rid of you, their irritation

And though you may be successfully with the LORD

You maybe quite unsuccessful in the world

Because they value their sin more than the benefits that you bring

So what do we see in verse 16
16 So she kept his garment with her until his master came home. 17 Then she spoke to him with words like these, saying, “The Hebrew servant whom you brought to us came in to me to mock me; 18 so it happened, as I lifted my voice and cried out, that he left his garment with me and fled outside.”

That she makes up a story and gathers her evidence

And she makes sure everyone knows her accusations

She probably Egyptian TV on the scene do a live broadcast

Wife of high up official attacked by psycho slobbering slave boy

Problems with imported slaves and why they should be banned

Film at 11 (
That so often what we see 
Is the one that’s wronged the least, shouts the most
And they try to prove they’re victims by their volume

And so she tells the whole house

Then she tells the master

And no doubt anyone else she could find

Because she was covering up her lie

And then we see in verse 19

19 So it was, when his master heard the words which his wife spoke to him, saying, “Your servant did to me after this manner,” that his anger was aroused. 20 Then Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison, a place where the king’s prisoners were confined. And he was there in the prison.

And it is interesting here that it does not say his anger was aroused “at Joseph”
That some commentators have said that it could be that he was angry with her

That it could be that Potiphar knew that she was messing around and really didn’t care

That he was a eunuch and it didn’t really matter

And after all he trusted Joseph and all that he had prospered because of Joseph

But now his wife has made this big case out of the situation

She has told the whole house

And she has Josephs garment in her hand

And maybe his anger is aroused because he feels he has no choice because of his wife

And now he has to send Joseph to prison because of what she has done

We don’t know but it is interesting that it doesn’t say he was angry at Joseph

And that alls that he does is send him to “club fed” prison 

The prison of the rich and famous

You see he could have easily had him killed on the spot if he was angry at Joseph

If he really believed he was guilty

But Joseph had character and integrity and honesty

And Potiphar knew the LORD was with him

That he was successfully with the LORD

So much so that he put all his possessions in his charge and they prospered

But even here in this tough situation
Whether because Potiphar knew it was his wife or not we don’t know

But it is obvious God’s grace is with Joseph

Because though he put him into the prison, 

It was a place where the king’s prisoners were confined

That this was a “good prison” as far as prisons go, I guess
And that we can see that even in this falsely instigated trouble

That the Joseph is “successfully with the LORD”

It even says in verse 21

21 But the Lord was with Joseph and showed him mercy, and He gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 22 And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners who were in the prison; whatever they did there, it was his doing. 23 The keeper of the prison did not look into anything that was under Joseph’s authority, because the Lord was with him; and whatever he did, the Lord made it prosper.

That once again we see
That the LORD was with Joseph and showed him mercy

That it could have been really bad

Even in “the king’s prison”

But because God’s grace was on Joseph he had grace in the sight of the Keeper

How wonderful it is to know that where ever you go

You can find grace in the sight of people

Because you have grace in the sight of God

That there is no place where you are out of the reach of God

And though you may not see Him in it

His grace is sufficient for it

It you are “successfully with the LORD”

We see here once again like with Potiphar

That the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners who were in the prison

And that he didn’t look into anything that was under Joseph’s authority
That he too saw that the LORD was with Joseph

And that whatever he did the LORD made it to prosper

That it didn’t matter that it was not the best place in the world
That it didn’t matter that it wasn’t where he wanted to be

That it didn’t matter that it wasn’t successful in the worlds eyes

Because Joseph was successfully with the LORD

That the grace of God was upon Joseph

Not because of anything that he had done

He was a child of Jacob just like the rest

He had his problems

Just like we saw Judah did

But he was chosen by God

Chosen to save his people

To suffer for their sake

Treated as a slave and then cast into prison

But the LORD was with him

So that at just the right time he would be where the LORD wanted him to be

Because it doesn’t matter where we go or what our circumstances might be
It matters who we’re with

And if we are successfully with the LORD

If His grace is upon us

Than we are in the best place we can be

Because it’s right where He wants us
So today

I hope that we all have a right relationship with Jesus

One where He is truly the most important thing in our lives

That we understand the sacrifice that He made on our behalf

And that like Joseph because we have found favor in His sight

What we want to do is serve Him

