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Gen 50




“Wrapped Up”

Well here we are as we wrap up the last chapter of Genesis
50 chapters from the “beginning” of the world to the “beginning” of the nation of Israel

That we have gone through the many “beginnings” of so many things

And hopefully “the beginnings” of some new understandings of the things of God
Spending brief looks at so many things that took place over a couple thousand of years

But spending a good portion of about the last 25 chapters looking at the life of this character named Jacob

(can you believe that it’s been that many chapters looking at this conniver)

But we have seen this remarkable journey of a normal man that had been called by God

And the grace of that God that blesses a man that doesn’t deserve it

And we see in the end as we saw last week the growth that occurs
And that Jacob is more like Israel than Jacob, and sees the grace of his God in his life
That he is wrapped up in the promises that his God has given him
And he passes them on to his sons

Hoping that their beginnings will be more blessed than his end

So we saw chapter 49 ended saying
And when Jacob had finished commanding his sons, he drew his feet up into the bed and breathed his last, Then he was gathered to his people
And chapter 50 starts saying
Then Joseph fell on his father’s face, and wept over him, and kissed him. And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to embalm his father. So the physicians embalmed Israel. Forty days were required for him, for such are the days required for those who are embalmed; and the Egyptians mourned for him seventy days.

That as the LORD had promises Jacob when he stopped at Beersheba on the way to Egypt

That Joseph would be by his side when he died
Remember in Gen 46 Jacob came to Beersheba and offered sacrifices to the LORD

And in a night vision He spoke to Jacob saying

I am God, the God of your father; do not fear to go down to Egypt, for I will make of you a great nation there. 4 I will go down with you to Egypt & I will also surely bring you up again and Joseph will put his hand on your eyes

So as Jacob breathed his last

Joseph closed his fathers eyes and fell upon him and wept over him as we as humans tend to do
That we see here that even the last 17 years of bliss for Joseph were far too short

That as Jacob had said the days of his life were short and evil

And often we spend our time eagerly waiting for them to end that we might be with the LORD

But there are those times when those whom we love are taken away

And it seems far too soon of a separation for us

That we would long for but one more day that we might spend with them
That though we may know we will see them again

Indeed parting is bitter-sweet and we are left with an emptiness that cannot be filled

That what is indeed “heavens gain” is our loss and so we weep with many tears as Joseph did
And that’s ok, because it hurts and we miss them so much
But our sorrow is tempered with joy

Because we have the hope of eternal life

So they are not “lost” but simply gone on ahead

And it makes our desire for heaven all the more sweet

And I look so forward to the day when I can hold my little Laura once again

And our treasure certainly is then in heaven

David said of his child, that “he cannot come to me but I will go to him”

So we do not sorrow as those who have no hope

But as those who miss the ones we love until we are joined together once again with them

Never to be parted again

But for now they are gone and only the body remains 

And so Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to embalm his father

Interesting that here even many years after the famine had gone

That Joseph was still held in such high esteem

He had servants that were physicians and did embalming (And not everyone was embalmed)
It was a difficult process and took a long time to do (40 days)

So it was reserved for prominent people like the Pharaohs

But we see that it was also done for Jacob

And then it says they mourned him 70 days

Which tells us also how respected he was

Because the mourning period for a Pharaoh was 72 days and here the mourn for Jacob only 2 days less
Then it says in verse 4
4 Now when the days of his mourning were past, Joseph spoke to the household of Pharaoh, saying, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, please speak in the hearing of Pharaoh, saying, 5 ‘My father made me swear, saying, “Behold, I am dying; in my grave which I dug for myself in the land of Canaan, there you shall bury me.” Now therefore, please let me go up and bury my father, and I will come back.’ ”

That Joseph desires to fulfill his fathers request
So he asks permission to go do those things

Interestingly it says that he spoke to the household of Pharaoh

That he didn’t go directly to Pharaoh himself but asked of those of Pharaoh’s house

Some have said that it might be because Joseph was no longer as prominent as he once was 

(now the famine being over and his duty as overseer finished)
But I think that is unlikely as we see the response of the Egyptians in mourning his father & what we just read
But probably more likely is that either it is the custom in Egypt like it was in Persia

That no one was to come before the king in a condition of mourning (as Esther 4:2 tells us)

Or that Joseph thought it not right to leave his father there in Goshen and travel personally to Pharaoh

But rather spoke to those of Pharaohs house who had come to pay their respects there with Joseph

So he simply asks them to go back to Pharaoh and ask permission that he might bury his dead

In fact it would seem that Joseph even adds the reassurance to Pharaoh that he would come back

That his intention was not to leave Egypt and his responsibilities behind

But that he would come back and continue his serve for Pharaoh after he was done
Then verse 6 says
6 And Pharaoh said, “Go up and bury your father, as he made you swear.”

7 So Joseph went up to bury his father; and with him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders of the land of Egypt, 8 as well as all the house of Joseph, his brothers, and his father’s house. Only their little ones, their flocks, and their herds they left in the land of Goshen. 9 And there went up with him both chariots and horsemen, and it was a very great gathering.

That we see that indeed he was well respected in the house of Pharaoh

And that not only does he give the “ok”

But that it says, 

All the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders of the land of Egypt went also

That it would seem nearly everyone “but” Pharaoh went and probably not him because of his office

So a very great gathering with chariots and horsemen and many many people took the journey

As illustrious and spectacular was the entourage that came to get Jacob when he was brought to Egypt

Remember in ch 45 the carts and the donkeys and the garments and the money…

(Like a presidential procession in Podunk town, they arrived with great pomp and circumstance to bring )
But greater and more glorious was his return to the Promised Land at his death

A great nation in mourning for a beloved leader
With chariots and horseman, national dignitaries and leaders, soldiers and servants and the rest

No doubt never before seen in the land of Canaan before or ever again

Of all the funerals of the kings of Judah mentioned in the bible

Little more is usually said than They were buried with their fathers in the city of David: 

Interesting that no other conqueror or king was so honored in the biblical text

And whether for the sake of Jacob or of Joseph

We know it is not because they had conquered other nations, defeated those who rose up against them

Or had triumphed over the enemies of Egypt? 

Rather it is because they had saved men alive; 

because he was the king’s faithful servant, 

the rich man’s counsellor, 

and the poor man’s friend. 
Though nothing more than a shepherd and his son

They were a national treasure because of the God that they served

That the greatest honor here recorded was not for the mighty
But for those who served the mighty God
And maybe we have here more detail of the proceedings than any other to show as it is all wrapped up

How much better God was to Jacob than he ever expected or deserved

He had spoken more than once of dying of grief, and going to the grave bereaved of his children

But instead he dies in honor and is followed to the grave by more of his children than he could imagine
That though to Jacob his days were few and evil

To those who look back at how it was all wrapped up

We see that God is indeed good to Israel

That truly He is good to those who are governed by God

That as great as their entrance into the land of blessing is as we are reunited with the Son 
As Israel was when he was brought to Egypt with all the rejoicing and celebration

As good as those golden years can be living in the land of “Goshen” (which remember means drawing near

Living in this world but not being of the world and living in the promises of God

When it is all “wrapped up” and our days are done

And we make that final journey back to the land promised to us by God

That the procession is “greater still”
The joy more eminent, the celebration more permanent, the reception more benevolent 
And we know that God is good to those who are “Israel”, who are govern by Him, who belong to Him

And who will be ever with Him on the day it is all “wrapped up”

So it goes on in verse 10 and says
10 Then they came to the threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond the Jordan, and they mourned there with a great and very solemn lamentation. He observed seven days of mourning for his father.

11 And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning at the threshing floor of Atad, they said, “This is a deep mourning of the Egyptians.” Therefore its name was called aw-bale Mizraim, which is beyond the Jordan. 12 So his sons did for him just as he had commanded them. 13 For his sons carried him to the land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the field of Machpelah, before Mamre, which Abraham bought with the field from Ephron the Hittite as property for a burial place. 14 And after he had buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, he and his brothers and all who went up with him to bury his father.
That it would seem that they went round about past the Red Sea, 
over to the Eastern side of the Dead Sea, and up until they came to the Jordan River. 
Similar in route to that taken later under Joshua. 
And if you look at a map you may wonder why this way when it seemed not the most direct route

But notice it says they came to the threshing floor of Atad beyond the Jordan

That this large entourage stopped short of entering the land of Canaan and crossing the Jordan river
And there they made great lamentation

That no doubt with such a large group coming from Egypt

It might have looked as if their was some attempt at invasion

But rather than make any insinuation of the sort

They take the route that does not go “through” the land of Canaan

But round about and stop at the outskirts there at Atad and mourn with great lamentation

We see the inhabitants of the land are indeed watching, wondering what is going on

Then they see with all that happens that this is not war but grief

And not a show of power but of honor

Therefore they call the place “aw-bale Mizraim” meaning the “meadow of the Egyptians”

That those who come in peace use wisdom
And though they may come with the power able to destroy

Their actions are of meekness to show their peaceful intensions

God did the same when He sent His Son

With all the power to destroy at His disposal

Yet He came not as a conqueror but as a humble child

Suing for peace and reconciliation with God before it’s too late

So the Egyptians stop there at Atad and grieve with great amounts of noise and commotion 
But it says that “he” observed seven days for his father

That aside from that “great lamentation” of the Egyptians that Joseph “observed” seven days
The word there in the Hebrew is “ay’-bel” meaning to mourn

And though not the exact same word used of the place…

It would almost seem a play on words that “Joseph ay’-bel-ed at “aw-bale Mizraim”

And no doubt a more meditative mourning as he contemplated the promises of God
As he was here in the land once again for the first time in 39 years

Seeing how important it was to his father Israel to be buried here in the land God had promised
That as his life wrapped up
He was more wrapped up in this land than ever before

And I’m sure that it struck a chord in Joseph of how much his father believed the promises of God
And then it says that “his sons carried him to the land of Canaan”

That the Egyptians stayed there at Atad while Joseph and his brother carried on

They took him to the cave at Machpelah and buried him as he requested

Ending the era of the patriarchs there as they laid their father to rest

That this was s time of great transition

From a family (with a single head)

To a nation of 12 tribes with delegated authority
That in a sense, even as when Jesus left

They went from disciples of the Lord to the Apostles of the church

That these 12 would now lead the way for those who were governed by God

Not perfectly because they are human

And we would see the mistakes that are made 

And the nation of Israel as well as the church, would make some bad steps along the way

But we have the time of the Patriarch to look back to and reflect on

To remember what is was like when they walked with us

That they have left an example for us to follow

For Israel they had Abraham, Isaac and Jacob

For us, we have Jesus, the Father and the Holy Spirit 
And even as this era was wrapped up… even as Jacob and Jesus were “wrapped up”

That we have the legacy that they have left behind and we need to “look to it”
Because as we see with our text it says, “then they all went back to Egypt”
That as with the “disciples” and as with “us”
They world is still there waiting

We know that we are His children

And we want to “walk” in His ways

To live as He lived when He walked the earth

But “Egypt” is there waiting for our return

Back to the work place, back to the home
Back to the place where we are dragged down by all the things around us

Yet we can still bring to remembrance the Patriarchs

What did they have to say to us, what examples did they leave us while they sojourned here

That as Heb 1 tells us

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son

And as Bill shared with the men at our retreat

That it is more than just words, it is “in Son”, Son-glish if you will

But the example of every word and deed that we are to walk in as we go back to Egypt

Because there are trails that will come even as it says in verse 15
15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “Perhaps Joseph will hate us, and may actually repay us for all the evil which we did to him.”
That upon the death of their father

Now the brothers think that Joseph will turn on them

That all the sudden that he will hate them
This shows the weakness of the carnal mind
That they will turn from sweet to sour in the flip of a switch

From kindness to killer at the drop of a hat

Because there is no depth and the external is all that matters

So they fear that now Joseph will have his revenge
And pay them back for all the evil that they did

And in all actuality they deserved it

They had done evil, they did wrong

They betrayed Joseph and lied to their father and divided the family by their wicked ways

And a fool should be given to his folly and the wicked their just desert

39 years later they are still in fear of what the repercussions of their actions will be

Because such are the wages of sin 
And what do they do to protect themselves in verse 16
16 So they sent messengers to Joseph, saying, “Before your father died he commanded, saying, 17 ‘Thus you shall say to Joseph: “I beg you, please forgive the trespass of your brothers and their sin; for they did evil to you.” ’ Now, please, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of your father.” And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also went and fell down before his face, and they said, “Behold, we are your servants.”
That because they fear the consequences of their sin, they LIE.

That because they conjecture that Joseph will now repay them
They conjure up a story that their father begged that he would forgive them

That unlike them who would put on a pretense of all was fine when it was not as they did for many years
That unlike them who would go these many years with this pent up fear and never confess their sin
That they assumed that Joseph was as treacherous and evil as they were

You see they had no problem smiling to his face & selling him into slavery the moment their father turned his back

So they figured this was all a play, a ploy…
Oh the tears he shed when he revealed himself to us was just a trap like we had set
And now that he has us in place he is going to spring it on us

For such are the ways of the carnal mind

And it says Joseph wept when they said these things

That once again the ones who have done such evil are the ones who are so cruel

That sure they can admit “we did wrong” yet go on doing that very thing

Because they’re not really sorry for what they’ve done just the consequences that it caused

Then they lash out at those whom they’ve hurt applying their own carnal mind to them

Joseph has proved himself time and time again

Reacting only to what they have done

Sure he was “harsh” it said when they came to Egypt to by grain

Because they had sold him into slavery

They were the ones who had done evil

Joseph would have been justified in having them all put to death

But instead in mercy, he dealt harshly to see if they had changed

Time and time again they remained the same

Willing to sacrifice others that they might live

But when there was some evidence of change and Judah humbly sacrificed himself

Then Joseph responded in like kind

Not that he had too, but he mercifully wanted to

Blessing them and keeping them and doing good to them all these years

Yet at the first sign of their old sin

What do they do but back stab Joseph once again
Pastor David Guzik said 

Joseph probably wept because it seemed his brothers thought so little of him 
and they doubted his character so greatly after all that he had done
That after all these years of putting up with all their deeds

That once again he is the bad guy in their eyes

And they would have no doubt sold him down the river once again to save their hide

So it says in verse 19
19 Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? 20 But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive. 21 Now therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones.” And he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.
That once again Joseph explain

He is accountable to a higher power then just them

That if it was up to him they would have dead a long time ago and he wouldn’t have cared that Jacob knew

Matter of fact Dad probably would have agreed as we lined you up to be hung if he knew what you had done
But Joseph says as ever believer should “Am I in the place of God?” 
Joseph understood he was not God, even if he had incredible power like him there in Egypt
It wasn’t his job to bring retribution upon his brothers. 
If the Lord chose to do it, He would do it (and maybe Joseph would be pleased)
He every right, from a human perspective, to desire retribution upon his brothers
But he had dealt directly with God on this

And he chose to see the good that God brought from it

He said, “I know you meant this for evil against me”

(I’m not stupid or ignorant of what you have done)
Yes you deserve to be dealt with severely if I had my ways

But my God is greater than your evil and He has used it for good

And that does not in any way lessening their evil deeds

(Because some will justify their actions by the good end that God might bring)
But they take advantage of God’s grace and continue in their ways

Because after all so far it has turned out ok

To often the carnal person doesn’t see that their selfish deeds will bring about tragic results
They continue in their ungodly ways thinking it always turns out fine

Joseph comforted them and spoke kindly to them so that means all is good
Not realizing it just means Joseph serves his God

That we are kind to those who spitefully use us and abuse us

That we try to love our enemies and live peaceably will all men

But that doesn’t mean that what you are doing is “ok”

It just means that God is going to deal with you and not the Joseph’s of the world who look to God

Joseph endured all the harsh treatment of his brothers
And all the repercussions through all those years

Not because he approved of their behavior

Bur because he was wrapped up in his God

And he waited on his God to see him through

Chuck Smith shared at the men’s conference about waiting on God even in our suffering

That he shared how we like Joseph can suffer through difficulties because of others

But we need to wait on God for the results

That maybe like with Joseph there will be many “saved alive”

In Chuck’s example it was so a lone tow truck driver in the middle of the night on a lonely freeway

Could have the gospel shared with him and he get saved

So like Joseph, we need to be wrapped up in the good that God will bring from the evil that people mean
Because our God is greater than all the wicked things they do to us and we will go to a much better place

That when this is all “wrapped up” as the life of Jacob was… that we will receive the promise

The writer of Hebrews said of Abraham in Heb 6:15

"And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise."
And so we endure as patiently as possible while the LORD works it out
But the only way I can wait is to have that faith in God
That He is in control and that He is working it out 
One day I'm going to enter into God's glorious eternal kingdom and He is preparing me for that day. 
The tests, trials and hardships that we go through now are only preparation for that day…
When in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus
I will be the first to admit, LORD! Sometimes I just don’t see it

All I see is the pain, the hurt, the damage that has been done

I see the carnality, the contention, the conniving 

But I know our God is good

And His intentions towards me are good

Despite what ever evil is meant towards me 
And so I wait

I am “wrapped up” in the hope that He will deliver me even as Joseph was

And I will be more blessed in the end than at the beginning

Then it goes on in verse 22 and says
22 So Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he and his father’s household. And Joseph lived one hundred and ten years. 23 Joseph saw Ephraim’s children to the third generation. The children of Machir, the son of Manasseh, were also brought up on Joseph’s knees.
24 And Joseph said to his brethren, “I am dying; but God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land to the land of which He swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”
That Joseph continued on… wrapped up in his God

That he was blessed for another 50 years even seeing Ephraim’s children to the 3rd generation

To share the legacy of his God and the God of his fathers for another 3 generations

To tell of the great things that God had done despite the wickedness of other people

How they had a God who would be faithful to them even as He had been to his father Israel

How as he brought them up, there on his knee

Living with them, sharing with them, training them up in the things of God

That despite that they lived in Egypt, they could be wrapped up in the things of God

Then we see that eventually it came to the end of his life

And the thing that is recorded that he had to share

Is that God would surely visit them and complete His promises to them

That though Joseph was the human agent most responsible for bringing this family to Egypt. 
He knew that the promises of God would bring them out

That He would visit them and bring them back to the land of Canaan

And that like his father… that this land of Egypt was not his home

So it says in verse 25

25 Then Joseph took an oath from the children of Israel, saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.” 26 So Joseph died, being one hundred and ten years old; and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.
That like his father he made them swear

You shall not bury me here

That again he states that the LORD will visit you

He will bring you out of here…And when he does, take with you my bones

That Hebrews 11:22 says that “By Faith” Joseph gave charge concerning his bones

Knowing that surely God will bring them home

That it would seem that for all those years

That the coffin of Joseph was a silent witness to promises of God

That he was embalmed in the art of the Egyptians

Wrapped up like a mummy and put in a box

But all those hundreds of years when someone saw Joseph’s coffin and asked 
“What it was there for and why it was not buried”, they could be answered, 
Because Joseph did not want to be buried in Egypt, but in the Promised Land God will one day take us to
Because he was wrapped up in the promises of God more than in those shreds of cloth

And it would be fulfilled some 400 years later, when Israel left Egypt in Exodus 13:19
But here it shows Joseph died looking forward to God’s unfolding plan of redemption, 
And that is where the Book of Genesis - the Book of Beginnings - ends. 
It concludes looking forward to the continuation of God’s eternal, loving, and wise plan.

The promise of the land was yet unfulfilled 
But with the expectation of a visitation from on high.
The words of Joseph, given twice, summarize the hope expressed throughout the O.T. as well as the New

God will surely visit you

He will come to your aid 

He will deliver you
Not just the visitation of the Messiah (Jesus) though certainly that too

But that in all your troubles that God will be with you

That despite the fact that almost all of his life and all of his wealth was wrapped up in Egypt

We see that Joseph’s heart was wrapped up in the promises of God

Likewise we should be wrapped up at the end… as we wrap up the book of beginnings

We should even at the end… be more wrapped up in the beginning

Wrapped up in what the LORD has begun

Wrapped up in that first love

Wrapped up to the very end

Because we know

He who has begun a good work in us will be the same One who is faithful to complete it in the end

If we are wrapped up in Him to the end

Even as we wrap up the end… of the book of Beginnings today
