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Gen 33


“Separated By Grace”
As we enter chapter 33 we remember that Jacob had just spent the night wrestling with God
That he had been preparing in his own way to meet Esau

He had made his “two camps” and he “sent ahead” his gifts

He had his strategy all figured out

And had crossed over the brook to spend the night alone

Where he would wrestle with his decisions

And it was in that time of inner turmoil that we see he actually wrestled with God

That he was “separated by grace” that God might get a hold on him (full nelson)
And we saw last week how Jacob succeeded with God by surrender

That it was when he was finally broken that he was blessed
And that as he walk away “limping on his hip” as chapter 32 ends

We see that he is learning to lean on God just as he needed now to lean on a staff

And as he crosses over the brook in the morning

Limping on his hip and leaning on his God

What do we see it says in verse 1
Now Jacob lifted his eyes and looked, and there, Esau was coming, and with him were four hundred men. So he divided the children among Leah, Rachel, and the two maidservants. 2 And he put the maidservants and their children in front, Leah and her children behind, and Rachel and Joseph last. 3 Then he crossed over before them and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother.

That first and foremost we see
NOW, Jacob lifted up his eyes

And I wanted to point out that if we are “looking to the Lord”

That we will lift up our eyes

Ps 121 tells us

1 I will lift up my eyes to the hills— From whence comes my help?

2 My help comes from the Lord,

Who made heaven and earth.

3 He will not allow your foot to be moved;

He who keeps you will not slumber.

4 Behold, He who keeps Israel

Shall neither slumber nor sleep.

That when we saw Abram finally separate from Lot in Gen 13

That at the LORD’s command, he “lifted up his eyes” and saw all the land the LORD would give him

That in Gen 22 that it was when Abraham lifted up his eyes 

That he saw the ram that the Lord provided as a sacrifice instead of his son
That it was when Rebekah left Padan Aram and went to the Promised Land

That she “lifted up her eyes” and saw the bridegroom coming to her in Gen 24

That it is so often when we “lift up our eyes” that we see God moving

And so we need to be people who lift our eyes as Jesus told us, “because our redemption draws near.”
And what better place to be looking than to the heavens from where out Lord will return

And here we see Jacob lifting up his eyes

And what does he see

He sees Esau was coming, and with him were four hundred men.
That the situation hasn’t changed
Esau is still coming

And he still has four hundred men

But Jacob has changed

Because now he is leaning on God

So as he sees Esau coming

He arranges his family, he puts things in order
But we see that he takes the lead (even with his limp)

And he crossed over before them and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother

That he was not the haughty heel catcher he once was trying to hide
But now the humble hobbler headed for his heathen brother
Separated by grace from the rest
Probably anticipating problems
Here comes Esau (remember Esau means hairy)

He was the tough outdoorsman type…and to lil ol limpin Jacob, hairy was no doubt scary

And in the face of this difficult situation

With scary hairy and his 400 men riding down on him

We see Jacob looking to the Lord to defend him if his brother attacks

And then we see an interesting segway in verse 4 where it says 
4 But Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept. 
That Jacob was probably expecting problems
So he came bowing BUT Esau ran to meet him

That to his surprise (and maybe even startling…imaging Esau jumpin off his horse and running twds him)
And instead of being a battle there’s an embrace
That Esau runs up and falls on his neck and kisses him and they wept
Esau out of joy and Jacob out of relief (teasing)

Point is that the LORD did do a work

And that more than could have been expected 
Esau joyfully met his brother who he once tried to kill

Now we don’t know if this was a change on the ride (that he did bring those men to get Jacob)

Or that it just “looked ominous” but Esau was just bringing 400 close friends with him to greet his brother

But either way, the Lord had changed Esau 

He was not the angry murderous sibling he once was

And he runs to Jacob and hugs and kisses him
Then it says in verse 5
5 And he lifted his eyes and saw the women and children, and said, “Who are these with you?”

So he said, “The children whom God has graciously given your servant.” 6 Then the maidservants came near, they and their children, and bowed down. 7 And Leah also came near with her children, and they bowed down. Afterward Joseph and Rachel came near, and they bowed down.

That Esau was astounded at all that Jacob had

That he asked who are all these people?

Where did they all come from in these 20 years? 
(similar to when we have been apart from friends\family)

And as Jacob explains what do we see but that Jacob gives the glory to God

That he tells his brother that these are those that God has graciously given your servant

That he acknowledges that it is God who has done this
Who has blessed him abundantly even in the hostile environment of Laban’s house
That Jacob is a prime example of grace in the bible

Because it is by grace that the Lord has done this

And it is the grace of God that Jacob acknowledges

Remember that grace is defined as unmerited, unearned and undeserved favor

And who deserved it less than sneaky, conniving, heal catching Jacob

Yet we see God abundantly blessed him

So we see that it’s not based on our performance but on His promise
And if it’s available to Jacob than certainly it’s available to us

And hopefully it is as well acknowledged by us as it is by Jacob

But we see in the next verse he doesn’t really have a firm grasp on what grace means as it says in verse 8
8 Then Esau said, “What do you mean by all this company which I met?”

And he said, “These are to find favor in the sight of my lord.”

That as Esau asks about all the stuff that Jacob had sent ahead

That Jacob says it was to find “favor” (actually grace in the KJV is the better translation)

That basically Jacob says “I was trying to buy grace from you”

And really I think this is what so many of us struggle with

That we want to “earn grace” and there is no way you can
Because grace is “unearned favor”

So by definition you cannot gain it by your means

In fact Paul tells us Rom 4:4

4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.

That works change grace to debt
But our works are never good enough to earn a paycheck

So we best stick with the grace

And really that is what separates us from those who don’t have a relationship with the LORD

That we learn to receive grace graciously

Not strutting around like we deserve it

Not thinking that somehow God owes it

But that we see that we like Jacob could never earn it

We can’t “buy it”, we can do anything to gain it, all we can do is accept it
And when we understand that it is nothing that we can do

But that it’s all because of what He’s done

We respond in worship

Rather than thinking it’s a responsibility

We are freed from religiosity
And live life responsively

Not because we got to, but because we get to

We give not to get favor, but because we already have His favor
And we can receive grace graciously and give God all the glory
Different than those who are still trying to earn it

We become “separated by grace” to His glory

But we can see it is not so with Esau

As Jacob tells him that he sent the gifts to earn Esau’s grace… it says in verse 9
9 But Esau said, “I have enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself.”

That Esau has no thoughts of God

He has no understanding of grace

He is a self made man

I’m doing just fine

I need nothing from you

I have enough
Keep what you have earned

We see that God “has done a work in him”
He isn’t out to kill Jacob any more

As a matter of fact he is fond of him now

So he really has “changed”

But still he has no relationship with the LORD

Because a change in morality does make immortality

Everlasting life is not because of our good deeds

But for those who God has “separated by grace”
Hebrews remember told us be careful
16 lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright. 17 For you know that afterward, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears.

That he had no desire for the things of God
He was only sorry for losing the birth right

But we see now that even that’s ok

Because he has done just fine w\o it

And has his band of 400 men to prove it

And tells Jacob “I have enough”

I‘ve done alright while you were gone

So much for the blessing and the birthright 

And all the hoopla about “who you married”
And pleasing your parents and all that garbage

Cuz things are just fine here in Esau land

But what do we see in Jacob’s response in verse 10

10 And Jacob said, “No, please, if I have now found favor in your sight, then receive my present from my hand, inasmuch as I have seen your face as though I had seen the face of God, and you were pleased with me. 11 Please, take my blessing that is brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough.” So he urged him, and he took it.

That different that Esau, Jacob once again glorifies God

He says if I have found favor in your eyes, please receive my gift

As a matter of fact seeing you not wanting to kill me is like seeing the face of God

(That Jacob sees God in this)
And is very grateful for it

I want to give to you because God has graciously given to me

And what is cool but doesn’t show in the translation
Is that it is actually two different words used in the Hebrew for “enough”
Esau said I have “enough” and the word is “rab” meaning many, great, much, enough

But here where Jacob says “enough” it is the Hebrew word “kole” meaning “all or whole”
That Esau he had “enough”

But Jacob in the LORD had “all”

He has dealt graciously with me

And I want to receive that grace graciously

And to give of what I have because in Him “I have all”
Because we are “separated by grace” so that we see things differently than the world

We see that “enough” isn’t enough for long to someone in the world, because it never satisfies

But we have “all” even when our pockets are empty, even if we give it all away
Because we have Him, and He supplies all our needs
And as Jacob offers we see Esau accepts, and now he has even more

Yet he still doesn’t have “all”

Because that only comes through grace

And then, sense they are now “reconciled”

And all is well between them

We see in verse 12
12 Then Esau said, “Let us take our journey; let us go, and I will go before you.”

13 But Jacob said to him, “My lord knows that the children are weak, and the flocks and herds which are nursing are with me. And if the men should drive them hard one day, all the flock will die. 14 Please let my lord go on ahead before his servant. I will lead on slowly at a pace which the livestock that go before me, and the children, are able to endure, until I come to my lord in Seir.” 15 And Esau said, “Now let me leave with you some of the people who are with me.” But he said, “What need is there? Let me find favor in the sight of my lord.”
16 So Esau returned that day on his way to Seir.
That after the restoration
We see Esau want association

That since all is good now

Twenty years are under the bridge

That we can let bygones be bygones and all hang out together
He didn’t want to kill Jacob now

It was in the past, it was over

So Esau wanted Jacob to come back

But the problem with sin is that it always leaves its mark

And you can make up but you can never really go back 

Esau said, “Let us take our journey; let us go, and I will go before you.”

But Jacob knew there was no going back to where he once was

He did not hold anything against his brother

So he dealt very kindly with Esau 

Saying please take my blessing that is brought to you, 

because God has dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough.”

He wanted no ill will

He wanted to bless Esau

But he didn’t want to be around Esau

He didn’t want to live in fear of what might come again
Paul said in Rom 12:18

18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.

But that doesn’t mean we have to live with all men

He says that we are not in bondage because God has called us to peace

And so if someone causes you to stumble

Or you have differences with that person

Don’t purposely put yourself in a place to cause problems

Love one another

Be kind to one another

Work at living peaceably

But walk away, rather than ruining your walk

That sometimes we are separated by grace “from people”
Because there “is grace”
And “it abounds”

And that there are many who receive it but don’t really respond to it
Or those who don’t even understand it and keep trying to work for it
Or even those who work against it

And Paul tells us in 2Thes 3:14-15

14 if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company with him, that he may be ashamed. 15 Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

That we should not have enmity with any (especially in the church)

But that there can and should be a separation because of unrepentant sin

And Paul discusses that in several of his epistles

But there should also be a like mindedness in those who work together in ministry (can 2 walk together)
That sometimes there’s a separation even as Paul and Barnabus parted over John Mark

Not as enemies but on different missions with different visions

That they were separated by grace and disagreements

And even more so if they are unbelievers we are to be “separated by grace”
Because we are told to not be unequally yoked
That it’s actually wrong to be closely tied together with those who do not believe

Because it is an association that will not bring edification (not I’m better than you, but I’m different)
(that we are strangers and pilgrims on this earth, we are in it not of it, and should be set apart from it) SBG
And so as we see here with Jacob and Esau

There was reconciliation

But there was also separation

By the grace given

Esau wanted Jacob to come, but Jacob let him go

He sent him on his way saying he would follow at a slower pace

And Jacob went to dwell in the place where he could worship God without fear

And walk with God as he had learned because of these events

Not with Esau, 
But “separated by grace” to follow his God

So we see in verse 17
17 And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, built himself a house, and made booths for his livestock. Therefore the name of the place is called Succoth.

That as Jacob enters into the land

We see that he still not fully in God’s plan

Though he is now separated by grace

He’s still in the wrong place

That it seems God directed him to Bethel in chapter 31
And he just told Esau he would follow him to Seir

And what does he do but “goes the opposite direction” to Succoth

Now some say maybe he went to Seir first and turned around and came all the way back to Succoth

And some say he went to Succoth and then took a trip to Seir but not all of his people

And some say the genealogy of Esau in chapter 36 would say that he went there

But there is no indication that he did

And the Targums of the Jews say he went to Succoth and was there for a year to a year and a half

But we really just don’t know

We just know he is still not “in the Promised Land”

And that it says he built himself a house

So it was a “settling down” outside the things of God as we can sometimes do
That God had said they would dwell in tents

But here we see Jacob building himself a house

It strikes me as funny that in Succoth (which means “booths” or tents…festival of same name)

That it is in “tent town” that Jacob “builds a house”
Almost as if it should stand out to the reader that “he built a house in tentville”
And it makes me think that maybe even that lil time with Esau was detrimental to Jacobs walk

Maybe he saw that Esau was a “self made man”

That “yeah, I have all”

After all I wrestled with God and man and prevailed

I am “Israel”…governed by God

I bear His name

But it would be nice to have some of the stuff that Esau had

And after all, it’s not sin…it’s just stuff
I separated from him

And I just want some of the things that he had

But still want God too
And so he goes and settles down in “tent town” and “build a house”

Not in the Promised Land but still great resale value

Biggest place in town

Can really influence some people and maybe even share my testimony

Maybe get a stylish silver cane, become a kind of “icon” for the LORD

(and maybe I embellish a lil to make the point)

That we can “camp outside the promises of God” can’t we
We can settle for less than what God has for us and rationalize why we do
We can compromise, make concessions, sell our selves short
And waste our time because we weren’t seeking God

And that is a shame for those who are separated by grace

But hopefully we don’t stay there

That the LORD brings something into our life that wakes us up and says I have something better

We need to look for His leading, seek His solution, value His vision

And strive to enter in to the best that He has for us

And so we see that though he settled down

We see in verse 18
18 Then Jacob came safely to the city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Padan Aram; and he pitched his tent before the city. 19 And he bought the parcel of land, where he had pitched his tent, from the children of Hamor, Shechem’s father, for one hundred pieces of money. 20 Then he erected an altar there and called it El Elohe Israel.

That “finally” he made to the Promised Land

To “Shechem” which is in the land of Cannan

And we see he “pitched his tent”

That maybe that “house” and all it comforts wasn’t exactly what he thought it would be

That it really didn’t satisfy like he thought

And he decided it was time to get back to following God

And so he came to Shechem and pitched his tent

And we see he buys some land and builds and alter

That maybe he is surrendered to God more than before as we saw in chapter 32

That he bares in his body the reminder that God is God and he is not

And the only way I succeeded with God was through surrender

And he is even being separated by grace from his past life and the things of Esau

Even his building of “houses” he has “separated” from as he leaves Succoth
Maybe he’s not settling down

But what do we see but that he still settles in

He buys some property and sets up and alter here at Shechem

So settled in, in fact, that that was where he dug the well that the woman at the well with Jesus referred too

Saying are you greater than our father Jacob that dug this well?

So he was here for a while too

Even setting up an alter and calling it El Elohe Israel, "God, the God of Israel" 

This is the first time that Jacob has used the new name that God had given him. 

But at this point it seems he hasn’t really grown into it

Here he is settling in where he shouldn’t be

Pitching his tent before a city that we will see has lots of problems

And seeming more concerned with alters and names than with his actions

That he has called it the alter of the God of Israel

Yet he still is not governed by God

He may have been “separated by grace”
But he is not yet “separated unto God” 
Paul told young Timothy in 2Tim 2

He needed to be set apart to God, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work

But Jacob is not yet seeing
To obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.

For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.

Though he made an altar, it was obedience God wanted first, not sacrifice. 

Jacob will bear bad fruit and waste time because he is in a place he shouldn’t be.
That he needed to be “lifting up his eyes”

And seeing that God was on the move 
And he needed to be leaning on God just as he needed now to lean on his staff

And remember that it’s not based on performance but on His promise

Based on that unmerited, unearned, and undeserved favor

Based on that grace that by its very definition we can’t earn

So we need to stop struggling with responsibilities
And start living in respondability

Worshiping the God who has caused us to be “separated by grace”
And becoming separated “unto Him”

Remembering as Eph 1 tells us that “He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, (separated by Him and to Him)

And that this was to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.

So let us be separated by His grace and separated unto Him that it might be to the glory of grace
