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Gen 40


“Dreams to Remember”
We have been following the life of Joseph here in Genesis 
Seeing how he responded in the different situations that he was in

We saw how as a young man the LORD had given him dreams

That he dreamed about him and his brothers and he said to them

7 There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf.”

Then he had another dream that concerned his parents as well as his brothers

And he said this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me.”

10 So he told it to his father and his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth before you?” 11 And his brothers envied him, but his father kept the matter in mind.
That these dreams seemed to be from the LORD
But it seemed alls they did was bring problems

That Joseph wanted to share them

But his brothers envied him

And though his father rebuked him

It says that he kept the matter in his heart

That maybe his brothers envied his dreams

But Jacob knew that these were dreams to remember

That Jacob knew about the LORD revealing himself in dreams and visions
That He had appeared to Jacob remember at Bethel

When he laid his head down on that rock that night and went to sleep

Only to see the heavens open and a ladder appear

And he saw the angels of God ascending and descending on this ladder

And the LORD stood above it and spoke to Jacob there

Jacob made a vow to God that day

And 20 years later when he returned

That same God met him again at Bethel and confirmed his promises

And Jacob remembered Bethel and Jacob knew that these things were dreams to remember

The problem was that so did his brothers

That they hated these dreams to remember
So much so that they plotted against Joseph

Seeking how they might harm him

And one day as Joseph came looking for them we saw that they said to one another

 “Look, this dreamer is coming! 20 Come therefore, let us now kill him and cast him into some pit; and we shall say, ‘Some wild beast has devoured him.’ We shall see what will become of his dreams!”

Oh they were dreams to remember alright
But they couldn’t wait to forget

And they did cast him in that pit and sell him to the Ishmailites

And he was sold into slavery because of his brothers envy of these dreams to remember

And so we found Joseph in Egypt 

Serving in the house of Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian

And we saw how Joseph was successfully with the LORD
And the LORD blessed Joseph and the LORD blessed Potiphar for Joseph’s sake

That he found favor in his sight because he had grace in God’s sight

But still the problems came

And we saw Joseph falsely accused of mischief when he was actually doing what was good

That he was wronged for doing what was right

And he ended up in prison

But still he was under the watchful eye of God

As it said there at the end of Ch 39

But the Lord was with Joseph and showed him mercy, and He gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison.

That even if the “dreams to remember” had been forgotten

Joseph was not forgotten by the God that gave those dreams

And He was with Joseph even during these long years of struggle
While he was in Potiphar’s house and while he was in prison

And it starts off here in verse 1 and says
It came to pass after these things that the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt offended their lord, the king of Egypt. 2 And Pharaoh was angry with his two officers, the chief butler and the chief baker. 3 So he put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the prison, the place where Joseph was confined. 4 And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with them, and he served them; so they were in custody for a while.

That we see that it was after these things that we had previously read

After these long years 

After being sold by his brothers into slavery

After being thrown in prison

After being put in charge of the other prisoners

After all these things had transpired

Then it came to pass that the butler and baker of the king were put in prison too

That it was a pivotal turning point that had come around

And though Joseph didn’t know it

It would indeed be part of God’s plan to fulfill those dreams to remember that Joseph had had

And we see here that it is through adverse circumstances that the LORD works

That something had happened where Pharaoh was offended
So much so that he put the chief butler and the chief baker into prison
And seeing that they are “prisoners of the king”

Where else do the go but where the kings prisoners are kept

The same place “coincidentally” that Joseph was kept
That these two guys are put it says in the custody of the Captain of the guard

And it is easy to miss it in the text

But notice, they are not put in the custody of the “keeper of the prison”

But in the custody of the Captain of the guard

And who is “the Captain of the guard” according to verse 1 of Ch 39?

Potiphar!
That here we see, indeed Joseph still had favor with Potiphar

That he probably didn’t believe his wife’s accusations

But still trusted Joseph with important things under his control

And it says that the captain of the guard charged Joseph with them

That he had favor with the keeper of the prison and with the Captain of the guard

That his character was there for those who wanted to see

But it also caused those who were offended by it to hate him and do him harm

As is always the case as we walk with the LORD

Even as we saw with Stephen in the book of Acts

And even as we see so often today

And notice what Joseph does

As the Captain of the guard charged Joseph with them
Joseph is able to wield the power that he had dreamed of over these officials of the king 

That finally he had attained the status of others “bowing down to him” as he remembered from his dream
NO!! It says “and he served them”

That though it says they were in custody for a while
Joseph didn’t lord it over them

But he served them

His dreams were not “dreams of power”

Not “dreams of success”

They were God given “dreams to remember”

And whether he wanted it or not

One day others would be bowing down before him

And we don’t know if Joseph remembered at this point and was aware of the fact or not

But we can see that even in these adverse conditions

The LORD was preparing Joseph for just that

That this “shepherd boy” was made “overseer” of a prominent man’s house for many years

Then he was given authority over political prisoners in the kingdom

And he worked with many important people in Egypt and gained wisdom and respect

But it didn’t go to his head, because he knew it was by the grace of God

So instead he served them

And it goes on to say in verse 5

5 Then the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were confined in the prison, had a dream, both of them, each man’s dream in one night and each man’s dream with its own interpretation. 6 And Joseph came in to them in the morning and looked at them, and saw that they were sad. 7 So he asked Pharaoh’s officers who were with him in the custody of his lord’s house, saying, “Why do you look so sad today?”

That here we see that even though they were under Josephs authority
That he had great concern for them

That as he comes in one morning he looked at them and he saw that they were sad
That first he was concerned enough to even look at them

That he could have easily been lost in his own “self-centered world”
That he was thinking about how bad off he was and how sad he was and who really cares about them

Or he could have been angry at where he was

That he couldn’t believe that after all these years that he was still in prison

Did God even remember him or his dreams

And what is the problem with these guys and they just make my life worse

So forget them and their food and let them just rot til they not sad

But instead he looks at them and he notices them, that their faces are sad

And so what does he do but asks them, “Why do you look so sad today?”

Insinuating that he had noticed them before and they were not so sad

And he honestly wants to know why they are now
He has a heart of concern for them

And desire to help them as he can

And how many of us in the midst of our times in prison

Are concerned enough about others to tend to their needs

To look out for others interests more than your own

To not think of yourself more highly than you ought

And get caught up in your own little world

Joseph didn’t

So he asks

8 And they said to him, “We each have had a dream, and there is no interpreter of it.”

So Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell them to me, please.”
That we see that they tell Joseph their problems
That his concern for them is genuine

And that his faith in God is real

Though he has been through much difficulty

His awareness of God in his life is still keen

That these are not the best of circumstances

Yet the LORD has obviously been with him

That though they don’t know the interpretation

That the God of Joseph does

That Joseph knows that He speaks through dreams

And that though they may not be very popular

It doesn’t make them any less true

So he says, “Tell them to me please”

9 Then the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, “Behold, in my dream a vine was before me, 10 and in the vine were three branches; it was as though it budded, its blossoms shot forth, and its clusters brought forth ripe grapes. 11 Then Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand; and I took the grapes and pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.” 12 And Joseph said to him, “This is the interpretation of it: The three branches are three days. 13 Now within three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your place, and you will put Pharaoh’s cup in his hand according to the former manner, when you were his butler. 14 But remember me when it is well with you, and please show kindness to me; make mention of me to Pharaoh, and get me out of this house. 15 For indeed I was stolen away from the land of the Hebrews; and also I have done nothing here that they should put me into the dungeon.”
We see that the butler goes first and reveals his dream to Joseph
That it is full of symbology and meaning but he doesn’t understand it

But it would seem that Joseph immediately did

And he gives the interpretation without hesitation

Not speaking it vague ways or endless meanings

But says directly that in 3 days you will be back to your old job

That this is really a dream to remember

An excellent dream of deliverance

That doesn’t have to be remembered to long because it’s already in route
But should be remembered long after because of the God that brought it about
Now Joseph is so sure of this interpretation

That he asks the butler to remember him when it comes to pass

That he is here without cause and that it would be nice to get out

That it’s a dream to remember and he is the guy to remember

When it all turns out well

Notice that Joseph was not one to complain about his situation

He did not go about everyday saying how he had been wronged

But spent his time doing what was right

That we need to take a lesson from Joseph on continuing on
That the LORD had given him dreams to remember

He had shown him things to hang on to

And that despite the length of time and difficult problems

Joseph continued to do his best at what he did without complaining

Even as Peter says in 1Pet 2:20

20 For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God.

And we see that Joseph takes it patiently when he has done good but suffered for it
But we also see that he doesn’t just sit idly by

That he does do what is within his power as he is guided by the LORD

That God has obviously brought this situation about

That these men that stand in the presence of Pharaoh are in his charge

That they have dreams that they can’t interpret but through the LORD Joseph can

So he takes the opportunity to share with the butler his situation

And he asks him to remember him when it all goes well

He doesn’t badger him or get him to promise

But he opens and opportunity that the LORD can use

And that he waits for God’s deliverance

Because he knows that the LORD has given him dreams to remember

That long ago he was shown

That his brothers and his parents would bow down to him

That though it doesn’t seem quiet possible

So many miles from home

A prisoner in a foreign land

So much adversity in his life

How will he ever be in a position that they would bow to him

Not that he cared about being in power

He had not used that option when he could

He just wanted to be back with his family

And in the position that God wanted him in
That he had these dreams to remember that he had remembered 
And he just wanted to see them come to pass
Then we see an interesting turn there in verse 16 where it says
16 When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said to Joseph, “I also was in my dream, and there were three white baskets on my head. 17 In the uppermost basket were all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, and the birds ate them out of the basket on my head.”

18 So Joseph answered and said, “This is the interpretation of it: The three baskets are three days. 19 Within three days Pharaoh will lift off your head from you and hang you on a tree; and the birds will eat your flesh from you.”

That the baker didn’t seem to want to ask

But since he sees that the butler got a pretty cool interpretation 

Then hey, might as well give it a spin and see what fortune teller boy has to say

That alls he wanted was a good report

Not the real interpretation of the dream

And we can see why since what he gets is not very encouraging

And most think that there was probably some intrigue going on

That maybe there was a plot to poison the king

And so the butler and baker were thrown in jail while they investigated what went on

But that didn’t stop Joseph from being faithful to deliver the message

That it is important for those who speak the words of God to deliver the bad as well as the good

To give the whole counsel of God no matter what it is

And sometimes that can be very tough

The expositor Dr. James Boice said, “How many there are who are willing to preach the cupbearer’s sermon but are unwilling to preach the baker’s” 
And we must be those who preach the truth whether we think it good news or bad

And Joseph said it neither condemningly or resignedly

Joseph probably knew that this was truth and justice

And that the butler was innocent and the baker was guilty

So if this was the case and the baker was guilty

You can see why he wouldn’t want to hear the truth

But was just hoping for a friendly interpretation

Like to many “church goers” they just want some “good news”

After all isn’t that what the “gospel” is…good news

So tell me something good

Tell me I’m ok and that I don’t need to change

Encourage me to be the best I can be without making my life difficult

Make me forget about my problems for a while

Even though I am guilty and in bondage in this prison
You see they want “good news”, not “God’s news”

That they can be their own god and that the LORD won’t mind

But they don’t want to hear that “God’s news” says that they are in sin

That they have fallen short of the glory of God

And that they are in prison awaiting eternal death
Laugh it up all you want

Justify your actions, feel good about your condition, do what ever you want within your cell

But the bottom line is that the news from God is that you’re headed for hell

And certainly we know that there is “good news”

That though we deserve death

Jesus Christ dies so that we might have life

But we must acknowledge our sin first

And accept His payment on our behalf

And if we really believe it their will be a change

But to live in denial (where most people live in Egypt…by de nile)

Is to face your eminent death

And yes it’s a pun, 

But as Egypt is symbolic of the world

Where does the world really live but in denial

Denial of God, denial of their sin, denial of what Jesus has done, and denial of what they need to do

And who is to say that if this chief baker wasn’t in denial

And that he fell on his knees right there when he heard that he was to be hanged

When he learned that the king would find him guilty of this crime

If he begged to see the king and admit his guilt

Maybe the king would have had mercy on him and spared his life

Maybe things might have been much different

But we so no reaction from the baker
(it didn’t get a rise out of him at all…

maybe he thought he was on a roll…

or just want to sit around on his buns…
we just “donut” know)

But what do we see happens next in verse 20

20 Now it came to pass on the third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, that he made a feast for all his servants; and he lifted up the head of the chief butler and of the chief baker among his servants. 21 Then he restored the chief butler to his butlership again, and he placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand. 22 But he hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted to them.
That just as Joseph had said
That three days later these event took place

That it was Pharaoh’s birthday

And he made a feast for all his servants

He gathered them all together

And it says he “lifted up the heads” of the butler and baker over all the rest

That he put them in a place of “prominence” for all to see

At the head of the table so to speak
But we see it was not for honor, but for an example

That their heads were lifted up, but the bakers was lifted off

That it says that after they were honored, the butler was exonerated

But that the baker was hanged just as Joseph had interpreted

That this all happened just as was predicted
That it was not some lucky guess

Joseph didn’t have the inside track that it was Pharaoh’s birthday and that would probably happen

But the interpretation was truly from the LORD

That Joseph knew that the LORD was speaking
That it would be a dream to remember just like his

And we see that it was

And you can imagine the butlers “surprise”!!

The bakers too (but his was not “good” surprise)
But for the butler…

Wow! Joseph was right!

I am back at my job just like he said three days ago!!

Right??

Wrong!
What does it say in verse 23? 

23 Yet the chief butler did not remember Joseph, but forgot him.

Oh it was a dream to remember for the butler
He was so sad at the dream that it showed on his face because there was no interpretation

But Joseph came along and interpreted the dream and it came to pass just as Joseph had said

But the butler didn’t remember what Joseph had said about Joseph

He didn’t remember that Joseph was still in that prison wrongly accused just like he was

He didn’t remember Joseph’s kindness to him when he was there in that prison

He didn’t remember that it was by the God of Joseph that the dream even had an interpretation

He had what he wanted and he did not remember Joseph, but forgot him
But that was ok

Because Joseph had dreams to remember that the LORD had spoken to him

He had shown him the things that would be

And he knew the interpretation was true

Just like it was for the butler and baker
And even if the butler forgot Joseph

He knew that the LORD had not
He had found grace in the sight of these people

Because he had found grace in the eyes of God

That the LORD was with him not just in the interpretations

But in each and every situation

Maybe this was not the time to remembered and delivered from prison

Maybe the butler would not be the instrument that the LORD would use

Maybe it would come by some other means

But Joseph knew it would come

Joseph could have been like Jacob

When they run out of the grain that they had bought in Egypt, Jacob says
"Boys, you better go down to Egypt and get some more grain." 
They said, "Are you kidding? We're not going down to see that guy again, he is mean. 
He said that we won't even see his face unless we have our younger brother with us." Jacob said, 
"Well you can't take him." They said, "We've got to take him," and then Jacob said, 
"All things are against me."

But he spoke foolishly

Because all things were not against him

As a matter of fact it was all part of God’s plan to save Jacob and his family

But Jacob didn’t see it

It is a noteworthy thing that Job in all of the adversity that he faced, the bible says, 
"He did not curse God, neither did he charge God foolishly."

And when we say God doesn't love me
I don't think that God cares for me.

I don’t think that God remembers me 
That is charging God foolishly
And we do that sometimes because we see the big picture

We don’t remember that the LORD doesn’t forget
That the LORD has given us dreams to remember
He has shown us things that will be

That we can know that His thoughts towards us

Are thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give us a future and a hope.
Joseph was confined for years? 

Yet God was working and God was with him

And in all this Joseph never charged God foolishly

He knew he was not forgotten by the God that gave those dreams

He remembered that he had dreams to remember

The things that God had shown him

And even when we are going through difficult things

God is working in our lives

Maybe we don’t understand our circumstances
Maybe we don’t know why things are the way they are

but if you're a child of God, remember
That as Rom 8:28 tells us

That we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, 

to those who are the called according to His purpose.

And the bible says

That if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.

We just need to commit our ways unto Him, 
And we will see that God will bring us our deliverance in His time
That is why He has shown us these things
That is why He gives us dreams to remember

So that we might have hope

Hope in our adversity

No matter where we be

We just need to remember

Remember so that we might say with Paul

Though I suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.

For we are not forgotten by the God that gives us these dreams to remember

Ps25:6Remember, O Lord, Your tender mercies and Your lovingkindnesses,

        For they are from of old.
