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Gen 19


“Compromising Position”
Last time we were together we saw that the Lord had once again appeared to Abraham

In the heat of the day Abraham was sitting outside his tent when three men came

He asked that they sit and rest while he prepared food for them

And after they had eaten they shared with Abraham about their mission

But we saw that there really was a dual purpose

That they came reaffirming to Abraham and Sarah the promised child

That indeed the Lord would do even as He had shown them

And that even if it seemed like it was impossible to them

That nothing was too hard for the Lord, and that He was confirming it
That through this the Lord was strengthening their faith

And showing them that God cares

That He had heard their prayers, and He responded
He had seen their plight

And that He is a God who delivers the righteous

But then they go on to the second part of their mission

Which was to see and judge the wickedness of Sodom

For the cry against it had ascended into heaven

And the Lord responded

But what we began to see is that not only was there
a work for the angels in Sodom against the ungodly
But a work to be done in Abraham to make him more like God

And we saw that Abraham interceded on behalf of the righteous

That he too saw their plight 

And he desired that the Lord would deliver them

And that through this we looked at how the Lord showed Abraham
That righteousness and justice and mercy could coexist 
So that he could show his children and his household after him, that they may keep the ways of the Lord
(that Abraham might have a godly heritage to pass down from generation to generation)
And we saw as the two angels went to deal with Sodom
That the Lord dealt with Abraham

Though I am sure Abraham thought he was dealing with the Lord

(as he stood before the Lord and drew near to Him)
But the funny thing is, time spent with God always makes us more like Him

It never makes Him more like us

And we see as we enter in to the next chapter that the opposite is unfortunately also true

That time spent away from the Lord makes us more like the world

And less effective in it

And as it starts in verse 1 of Gen 19

Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. 
Now when Lot separated himself from Abraham in Genesis chapter 13, 
We read that Lot pitched his tent towards Sodom. 
Though Sodom was exceedingly wicked and sinful against the Lord. 
Still it did not deter him

In Genesis chapter 14, Lot was now dwelling in Sodom 
And here in chapter 19, he is sitting in the gate of Sodom, 
which is a symbol of the position of a judge, or civic leader
When there were decisions to be made among the people, 
The judgments were always in the gates of the city. 
And we see the slow progress towards the world 

Lot first pitches his tent "towards" Sodom, 
then he is dwelling "in" Sodom 
and now he has become one of the "ruling judges" in this wicked city. 
And as he is sitting there in the gate, he sees these two men approaching. 
And it says in verse 2

When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them, and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground. 2 And he said, “Here now, my lords, please turn in to your servant’s house and spend the night, and wash your feet; then you may rise early and go on your way.”
Interesting that here it would seem that Lot has become the Welcome Wagon for Sodom

That as he sees these men approaching

It’s almost as if he intervenes
Kinda headin them off at the pass and trying to protect them

Hey why don’t you come stay at my place

I will take care of you and get you quickly out of here by morning

Like, this is not where you want to be after dark

But what Lot didn’t know was that these guests were able to take care of themselves

And really were on a mission

That came to see the wickedness that Lot was trying to protect them from
And they said, “No, but we will spend the night in the open square.”

3 But he insisted strongly; so they turned in to him and entered his house. Then he made them a feast, and baked unleavened bread, and they ate.

I find it interesting that we see very much the same response from Lot as we did from Abraham
That both showed similar hospitality
But here we see Lot’s “insistency”

Abraham asked and they said “Do as you have said”

Lot asks and they say “No, we will spend the night in the open”

But Lot “insisted strongly”

Now Peter tells us in 2 Peter 2:7-8

That righteous Lot was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked 8 (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)

And no doubt Lot had the best of intentions

Seeing the wickedness and their lawless deeds troubled him
And it was probably the reason for the urgency

But despite his urgency

And his insistency probably for their protection

We see that Lot did not comprehend what the LORD was doing

You see quite different from Abraham 

The LORD did not appear to Lot

He did not reveal ahead of time what He was doing

He did not speak to Lot like He did to Abraham

And you may ask “why?”

Obviously we know Lot was righteous

Peter tells us and the angel are there to remove him

Because he is “righteous”

But why the difference in their knowledge of what the LORD was doing

And I think it all can be traced back to what we just looked at

To the choices that Lot had made

We were talking at Men’s prayer about how we make choices

And what our goals and our aims might be

That really it is not so much the place or the event that we should be aiming for
But is it what the LORD wants and the only way to know that
Is to stand before the Lord as Abraham did, and draw near to Him

To often we have some objective in mind

Like we need to conquer something for the LORD

When He just says the goal is to walk with Me, to know Me, and be like Me
Maybe Lots objective was to “change Sodom”

That on the day that he lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, 

that it was well watered everywhere like the garden of the Lord,

That Lot thought hmmm

Good place to start a ministry

Beautiful place, good property value, great demographics, lots of wicked people

What else do you need?

We’ll start the “Save Sodom” campaign

That’s my goal

But he did it apart from the LORD

We never see Lot building an alter

Or worshiping the LORD

Or spending any time seeking what He wanted

Instead he lifted up his own eyes and had his own plans

And maybe he didn’t hear from the LORD

Because he had already figured it all out

because the LORD responds

The LORD rescues

The LORD is revealed
To those who humbly cry out to Him

Not to those who already have their plans

We see Lot succeeded in working his way into the social circles of Sodom

First pitching his tent "towards" Sodom, 

Then dwelling "in" Sodom 

And then becoming one of the "ruling judges" in this wicked city. 

Maybe a success in his goals and objectives

Maybe part of his “road map for success” in making a “Safer Sodom”
That in his eyes things were changing for the better

That there was statistically less “lawless deeds” on the books than last quarter
And the economics were continuing to look up

But he ends up trying to protect those who come in at the gates
Rather than making any spiritual changes with any that are there

Because the outcry to God had increased
And what do we see in verse 4

4 Now before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both old and young, all the people from every quarter, surrounded the house. 5 And they called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may know them carnally.”

6 So Lot went out to them through the doorway, shut the door behind him, 7 and said, “Please, my brethren, do not do so wickedly! 8 See now, I have two daughters who have not known a man; please, let me bring them out to you, and you may do to them as you wish; only do nothing to these men, since this is the reason they have come under the shadow of my roof.”

9 And they said, “Stand back!” Then they said, “This one came in to stay here, and he keeps acting as a judge; now we will deal worse with you than with them.” So they pressed hard against the man Lot, and came near to break down the door.
That despite all of Lots efforts and influence
That this place was still horribly wicked

Before they lay down that evening

The men of Sodom both young and old

All the people from all over, surrounded the house

Sounds like something from “the return of the zombies” or something

All these wicked people surrounding the house like a mob

Seeking to take these men and molest them sexually

It says, “That we may know them carnally”
The sin of the men of Sodom is plainly connected to their homosexuality. 
Some wanting to justify their lifestyle have said the sin of Sodom was being inhospitable

That they were rude and so God judged them

But there is no doubt the Bible declares homosexual conduct is sin (Romans 1:26-28).

The Bible condemns homosexuality in the same context as it condemns incest and bestiality Lev 18\20 
And if we ignore the word of God at the point of homosexual conduct, 
Then we have no standing to say that any of the others are sin either.

(but God does say it is sin and that it is harmful as all sin is) not bad bcuz it sin, its sin bcuz its bad
Homosexual advocates have an interest in saying homosexuals are exactly like everyone else, 
Except they love people of their own sex. 
But when the conduct of homosexuals is observed, this is not the case.

 

There are statistics on the number of partners homosexuals have: 
43% of homosexuals say they have had 500 or more sexual partners in their lifetime. 
Only 1% of homosexuals say they have had four or less sexual partners in their lifetime. 
According to the United States Department of Health and Human Services, 
77% of homosexuals say they have met sexual partners in a city park, 
62% in a homosexual bar, 
61% in a theater, 
31% in a public restroom. 
And only 72% of homosexuals said they had known their partners for less than a week before the act
There is very little similarity with heterosexuality

Certainly not any semblance of monogamy

And really all it is lust out of control or a cry to be accepted by “someone” when rejected by everyone 

(not a sin worse than any other, nothing to be afraid of, any more than any other sin, but it is sin)
But as with anyone tryin to justify their actions they try to make their behavior seem acceptable
So they try saying that up to 10% of the population is homosexual. 
But the most reliable statistics show
only 2.3% of men in their 20's and 30's report ever having had a homosexual experience. 
And only 1.1% reported being exclusively homosexual. 
These low figures agree with several other recent surveys and surveys done in Britain and France.

 

There is also great emphasis in saying they were "born that way." 
All attempts thus far to prove this have been based more on wishful thinking than solid biological research,
Even some studies trying to prove the brain is different have been inconclusive 

And any similarities are unprovable whether they are cause or effect

Besides the fact that if it is found to be the case, so what? 
The Bible teaches we are all born with a predisposition to sin. 
It shouldn't surprise us that some 2% of the population finds this expressed in homosexual desire.

Or that a percentage expresses it in murder or child abuse or rape

But does that mean that you call it a lifestyle and condone it

They say well were not hurting anyone

But the fact is that despite the fact that they call themselves gay

They are the most depressed and suicidal set of people 

And they have a short life expectancy and a high rate of disease both incurable and terminal

A recent study done in June 2005 stated it shortens the life of practitioners by about 20 years
And though highly derided by the homosexual community

The fact that the average age of death for a male homosexual is in their mid 40’s still remain

And this lifestyle is surrounded by crime and drugs and other forms of debauchery
But this is not new

It was rampant in the Roman Empire

And we see it exemplified here in Sodom
Interestingly we see in verse 6 that Lot went out to them through the doorway, shut the door behind him

No doubt hoping to use his influence to protect his guests

But notice what he says in verse 7

7 “Please, my brethren, do not do so wickedly
 

Perhaps Lot thought that by mingling with them that he might reach these men, 
That somehow he could make social change by being like them and being with them
But just the opposite has happened. 
They have no respect for him whatsoever, 
Even though his "buddy-buddy" approach leads him to call such wicked men my brethren.

In fact we see in the next verse how low he has stooped
When he tells them in verse 8
8 See now, I have two daughters who have not known a man; please, let me bring them out to you, and you may do to them as you wish; only do nothing to these men, since this is the reason they have come under the shadow of my roof.”

That he is now ready to give up his daughters to these wicked men

Because after all it’s not as bad as this other crime

That some have said it was because of the customs of the times that guests were honored above children

But in reality the fact remains

That his daughters will still of value

And he has put himself in a compromising position where now he must choose the lesser of two evils

And how do these good folk that he has lived and worked amongst respond

To they appreciate all that this righteous man has done

The programs and the policies

The work at the city gates and decide to listen to what this good man has to say
They say in verse 9

9 “Stand back!” Then they said, “This one came in to stay here, and he keeps acting as a judge; now we will deal worse with you than with them.” So they pressed hard against the man Lot, and came near to break down the door.

They are so grateful they say “get out of our way”

That Lot's efforts at providing moral & spiritual leadership were rejected and mocked by these men 
And they actual say “he keeps acting like a judge over us”

And now we will do worse to him than we will do to these men, and they try to break down the door

Here at the end maybe he realizes that this compromising position has done no good
That here they are ready to treat him worse than they are these men
And maybe he should have been spending time with the LORD instead of with the people of Sodom
And becoming more like Him, instead of more like them

10 But the men reached out their hands and pulled Lot into the house with them, and shut the door. 11 And they struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness, both small and great, so that they became weary trying to find the door.
That here we see that the ones that Lot is trying to protect

Are the ones that end up protecting him

It must have taken great, perhaps supernatural, strength to do what the angels did at the door. (think)
Obviously, the work of striking the men blind was supernatural. 
Now this mob had a physical blindness appropriate to their moral blindness.

But what is amazing is their persistence
You would think if they were struck with blindness

Maybe they would freak a little and think

Maybe I’m doing something wrong here

But they had been so harden by this morally compromising position that it didn’t seem to matter

They didn’t stop

Instead they grew weary trying to find the door

12 Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here? Son-in-law, your sons, your daughters, and whomever you have in the city— take them out of this place! 13 For we will destroy this place, because the outcry against them has grown great before the face of the Lord, and the Lord has sent us to destroy it.”

14 So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who had married his daughters, and said, “Get up, get out of this place; for the Lord will destroy this city!” But to his sons-in-law he seemed to be joking.

That the angels basically tell Lot you need to get your people and go

Because we are about to destroy this city

Notice they didn’t need to count

Hello, were here to take a census…Are there 10 righteous people here??

No, there mission was really to deliver lot

A man who had put himself in a compromising position

He hadn’t spent time with the LORD, yet the LORD still keeps him from destruction

And now that the LORD comes to deliver him

He assesses his situation

They ask “Do you have anyone else here?”

Is there any fruit from your labors. What have you accomplished in this place.
And what do we see

He may have had sons if the text is an indication

But he didn’t go to them (if so because there was no hope that they would listen)
He may have had other daughters if he had sons in law (some say the might have been betrothed)

But I think he probably had more than 2
But we see for sure, is the impact that Lot had on these people by the response of those sons-in-law

That he comes and tries to tell them that the city will be destroyed by God

But to his sons-in-law “he seemed to be joking”
The effect of Lot's life of compromise is clearly seen. 
It destroyed his testimony

When he spoke with utmost seriousness to his sons-in-law about the judgment of God, 
They did not believe him. They thought he was joking
Why would we take serious what you never have

And why know all the sudden are you so concerned about the judgment of God (sit down and have a beer)
Because of his compromise few of his family and none of his friends were saved

The life of Lot shows us that it is possible to have a saved soul and a wasted life. 
Living in such a way that no one would believe what you say about God

The Saturday devo asked “does my life give the lie to the things I profess” and it would seem that Lots did

And the next verse tells us

15 When the morning dawned, the angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, “Arise, take your wife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be consumed in the punishment of the city.” 16 And while he lingered, the men took hold of his hand, his wife’s hand, and the hands of his two daughters, the Lord being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city.
That the angels try to hurry Lot and his family.

That too much of Lot's heart was in Sodom, so he was not overly anxious to leave 

This lack of urgency to do the things of God 

Is a common sign of compromising position and a backslidden condition.

“Lord, let me first go and bury my father.”
Let me go and buy and sell and then follow you

But today is the day of salvation

“Today, if you will hear His voice Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”
Lot was in the worst of all possible places. 

He had too much of the world to be happy in the Lord, 

and too much of the Lord to be happy in the world.

But because the LORD is merciful

Though we may be slow sometimes to respond, we may end up in the world
He is able to take us by the hand and lead us out

It is interesting that for all of Abrahams intercession

The city still was not spared

But the premise still remained 

God delivered the righteous

Which was Abraham’s concern

 

17 So it came to pass, when they had brought them outside, that he said, “Escape for your life! Do not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the plain. Escape to the mountains, lest you be destroyed.”

18 Then Lot said to them, “Please, no, my lords! 19 Indeed now, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have increased your mercy which you have shown me by saving my life; but I cannot escape to the mountains, lest some evil overtake me and I die. 20 See now, this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one; please let me escape there (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live.”

21 And he said to him, “See, I have favored you concerning this thing also, in that I will not overthrow this city for which you have spoken. 22 Hurry, escape there. For I cannot do anything until you arrive there.”

Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.

That even as the LORD had said
He deliver the righteous

Even out of their compromising position lest they be destroyed

But notice they have a responsibility too

Do not look behind or stay in the plain
But escape to the mountains lest you be destroyed

Yet even as the LORD spares them from destruction
Notice their incredibly thankful attitude

Please, no, my lords! 
Almost as if they were being mean to them
Asking if they have found favor can they have a little more

Can you please increase your mercy
After all, you saved our lives

But if we go to the mountains we’re gunna die

So can we go to that little city instead

HELLO

Like God is going to save you from “destruction” from heaven

And lose u to a bear in the mountain or something

Get real, He’s God
And he has spared you for a reason

Then notice that they say

22 Hurry, escape there. For I cannot do anything until you arrive there.”

That indeed it is even as Abraham prayed

Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 
God, bound by His own righteousness and honor, 
could not bring this judgment on Sodom until the righteous people were delivered.

And so they escape to Zoar as they had asked
And verse 23 tells us
 

23 The sun had risen upon the earth when Lot entered Zoar. 24 Then the Lord rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the Lord out of the heavens.
25 So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground.

26 But his wife looked back behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.

That here judgment came

That this lush valley that God had provided like the garden of the LORD

Yet, this great privilege and blessing did not turn their hearts toward God.

Instead in their prosperity the grew wanton and wicked as man is apt to do

And now they were “destroyed” by their own wickedness

Today, many think these cities are buried in the Dead Sea region
It could be that there was volcanic action or some natural phenomena by which it can be explained. 

We do know that a great cataclysmic event took place around where Sodom and Gommorah existed. 

That how ever God did it

God did do it as His word declares

There is a mountain of salt down there near the sight of the ancient city of Sodom. 

A mountain of salt that is seven hundred feet high and five miles long. 

There is no scientific way by which to reason that the salt came there by the evaporation of the Dead Sea. 

The formation of the mountain, etc. preclude any rational explanation. 

There had to be some kind of catastrophe that caused this condition

And the types and concentrations of these

And we know that it is recorded here as the Lord overthrew these cities
But also recorded here is the infamous story of Lot’s wife

A lesson in and of itself on looking back

Lot's wife was turned to a pillar of salt because she looked back behind, 
after the angels had specifically said Do not look behind you in verse 17
Some think she lingered behind and was caught up in the cataclysm somehow, 
But unlikely because the text says that they had entered Zoar

More than likely a unique judgment of God on her for the state of her heart
A love for Sodom and regret for its destruction shown by her action of looking back.

 

"The word looked back has the connotation of looking intently. 
It might possibly be rendered lagged back, or maybe even returned back."
 

In referring to the end times, Jesus uttered some almost cryptic words in Luke 17:32: 
Remember Lot's wife. 
In other words, no Christian should have a heart like Lot's wife as we see the end of the age, 
a heart that loves the world, and will in some sense, regret the judgment God will bring on it.

We have been studying in 1John how we are not to love the world or the things of this world

The friendship with the world is enmity with God

And that our fellowship and our focus should be on God and on His people

We need to look forward to our deliverance, not back at a world passing away and ripe for judgment.

Jesus said in Lk 9:62 No man having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." And as it was in the days of Noah so shall it be also in the days of the Son of Man." (Luke 17:26). 

"Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all." (Luke 17:28-29).

And we need to not be in compromising positions where we are more focused on the world than on God

Not concerned with social programs and civic duties as much as serving God

Not in retirement and enrichment and entitlement as much as enjoyment in God

Instead like Abraham who looked to the promises of God and stood before the Lord and drew near to Him
And who now looked at the judgment of God from where He had stood with God
27 And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had stood before the Lord. 28 Then he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain; and he saw, and behold, the smoke of the land which went up like the smoke of a furnace. 29 And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in which Lot had dwelt.

 

When Abraham saw the smoke of the these cities and their destruction, 
he could know that his request was answered. That God delivered Lot before the destruction came.

And when we see what occurs in this world from the “perspective” of where we stood with God

We see these events in a totally different light, than those who do not stand before the LORD
30 Then Lot went up out of Zoar and dwelt in the mountains, and his two daughters were with him; for he was afraid to dwell in Zoar. And he and his two daughters dwelt in a cave. 31 Now the firstborn said to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is no man on the earth to come in to us as is the custom of all the earth. 32 Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve the lineage of our father.”

Interesting that we see

That contrary to what they said to the angels

Now they are fearful of the city

And end up going where they we re told to begin with

But the difference is though the destination is the same

The motivation is all wrong

They didn’t come here out of obedience to God

But we see in verse 30 that it was out of fear

And what does it do again

But put them in a compromising position
That here we see the daughters out of fear want to attempt to preserve their lineage from their father

They can’t think that all the world is destroyed as some has said was their motivation

They just passed through Zoar and no doubt saw all the people

But they were afraid

And fear often causes us to make mistakes

Because were not trusting in the LORD, because we have not stood before the LORD and drawn near2Him
How much different it would have been

If they had submitted to the LORD

And had out of obedience and trust went to those same mountains

Knowing that the LORD delivers the righteous

And He “has” delivered us, and will provide for us, and will preserve our lineage
 

Evidently they decided it was the only thing to do under the circumstances, except to trust God, 
which did not seem to occur to them at all. 
Obviously living in Sodom affected more than Lot. 
The effects were also clearly seen in his daughters.

That unlike Abraham there was no godly heritage to pass down from generation to generation
And notice that though they had just lost everything as the fled from Sodom

Of the supplies that they needed they quickly have a stock of wine. 

They either brought this with them or they obtained it quickly. 

But this shows the priorities of a compromising heart.

 

 33 So they made their father drink wine that night. And the firstborn went in and lay with her father, and he did not know when she lay down or when she arose.
34 It happened on the next day that the firstborn said to the younger, “Indeed I lay with my father last night; let us make him drink wine tonight also, and you go in and lie with him, that we may preserve the lineage of our father.” 35 Then they made their father drink wine that night also. And the younger arose and lay with him, and he did not know when she lay down or when she arose.

36 Thus both the daughters of Lot were with child by their father. 37 The firstborn bore a son and called his name Moab; he is the father of the Moabites to this day. 38 And the younger, she also bore a son and called his name Ben-Ammi; he is the father of the people of Ammon to this day.
And as a result of their lack of trust
Of their compromising lives and skewed priorities

We see what is birthed is opposition to the Lord
That their descendants will be enemies and obstacles for Israel all their days

The Moabites and the Ammonites, just like the descendants of Ishmael bring nothing but oposition

Lot's life ended in ruin (past, present, and future), all because of his love for the world.

"Ironically, in his own drunkenness Lot carried out the shameful act that 
he himself had suggested to the men of Sodom:  he lay with his own daughters.
And it all started when lifted up his eyes and pitched his tent towards Sodom

That he settle for a compromised position in this world

Ezekiel talks about the sin of Sodom, 
And he mentions the fullness of bread and the idleness of time. 
Actually what brought these people of Sodom into their sinful lifestyle 
was the fact that they were prosperous and had spare time. 
The very things that our society idolizes

The were blessed with abundance and they could turn their time towards their society. 
And Lot was attracted to this

And became a participant in it

But what was the price that Lot paid for this? 
It really cost him his entire family. 
And I think many a man, a woman, a family
Succumbs to this temptation

Professing they are wise they become fools

Thinking they can participate in this world and not get entangled

They see a plan, a goal, an agenda, a job, a retirement
And they set their sights on that instead of God

Not remembering that it is the LORD that does the work and not us

Sure we have a responsibility

Sure we need to get involved

But not off on our own agendas and set on our own way for God? 

But we need to stand before the LORD and draw near to Him and see this world from that perspective

As the Saturday devotion said 

Whenever we are obstinate and self-willed and set upon our own ambitions, we are hurting Jesus

And we end up hurting ourselves

Because we’re not really standing with Him

We hear no more about Lot

He was the righteous nephew of the Father of faith Abraham

Brought out of the land of the Chaldean’s with Abram

And lived in the promised land

And was delivered by God from destruction

But though he was saved, did his life really amount to anything for the kingdom of God

As Paul said in 1Cor 3:13

the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

That all that chaff will be burned away
And all the work done for all the wrong reasons

And there will be many on that day

Who though they are saved it will be as through the fire

And there will be nothing left but them

How much better to survive that test and see

That all those things that were done were things that last

Remember the words of Jesus to the church of the Laodiceans in Rev 3
17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked— 18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.
Let us not find ourselves in a compromised position because we want the things of this world
Instead let us buy from Him

Let us find in His word those treasures that do not fade away

That moth and rust cannot destroy

And that will stand the test of fire which will try all things

Let the work be done in us to make us more like the LORD
Time spent with God always makes us more like Him

It never makes Him more like us

And it always puts us in the best position

So let your focus be on God and on His people

And let’s look forward to our deliverance, 

And not back at a world passing away and ripe for judgment.

Let us stand with Him

And let us look to Him today
