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Gen 48




“God will complete it”
Well we have almost completed our journey through Genesis
48 studies over this last year as we near the end in chapter 50

That in much the same way as we have travel through this book and now are coming to its conclusion

So we are coming to the conclusion of the life of Jacob and the journey that he’s been on

That there have been many a week where I did not think we would make it through Genesis

That things get difficult and all seems to fall apart and you just can’t make it
But week by week the LORD has provided and now we are almost complete

Likewise Jacob often didn’t think he was going to make it to the end

That he said to Pharaoh the days of my life have been short and evil

That he had said to his sons that “all things are against me”

That after the problems with Esau and the loss of his mother, his wife Rachel, and his Joseph

He figured there was no way to go on

And the thought of losing Benjamin would bring him to his grave
But we see that God had a plan and God will complete it

And last week it said that the time drew near when Israel must die…
That he had come to “the end of his journey”
So he called Joseph to him and asked him to take his body back to the land

That he did not want to remain there in Egypt but was leaning on the promises of God

And so he made Joseph swear

Then it starts here in verse 1 of chapter 48 and says

Now it came to pass after these things that Joseph was told, “Indeed your father is sick”; and he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. And Jacob was told, “Look, your son Joseph is coming to you”; and Israel strengthened himself and sat up on the bed. Then Jacob said to Joseph: “God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me, and said to me, ‘Behold, I will make you fruitful and multiply you, and I will make of you a multitude of people, and give this land to your descendants after you as an everlasting possession.’ 
That it says it came to pass “after these things” that Joseph was told “indeed your father is sick”

That it was at the end of all these things

After the death of Rachel, after the betrayal of Joseph, after the famine and the fear of losing Benjamin

That these things came to pass

But it was also after the re-uniting with Joseph

The blessings of life in the land of Goshen

After seeing his grandchildren raised

That it was after the Lord had restored all the years the locust had eaten
That like Job the latter days were more blessed than the beginning

And he had 17 years of peace and prosperity there with the one that he loved

(and maybe his days were not as short and evil as they had once seemed)
And here at the end, what do we see is important to him

But passing on that heritage in the LORD

Looking to the promises of God and knowing that He will complete it

That though he is sick on his death bed

When he is told that his son Joseph is coming to him
He gathers up his strength and he sits up on his bed

That “this” is important enough to Jacob that he literally doesn’t take it “lying down”

That he sits up and he says to Joseph “God Almighty appeared to me”

That we see here that the greatest thing a parent can pass on to a child is their faith in God
To tell your children of when “God Almighty” appeared to you

Sometimes we can be so “parentish” that we think we can’t share our dependence on God

That we dare not say that “if God didn’t find me I would have never made it”

That somehow we need the glory or the recognition that we are above “desperately needing God”

But I am not afraid to cry in front of my kids and tell them that the only good in me is my God

That if it were not for the fact that “God Almighty appeared to me”

That I would be part of the lost sea of humanity out there wallowing in my sin

I had told my son not to long ago that he may never know what it is like to be without Jesus (I hope not)
But as for me, I KNOW…I have lived that life

And there is no way I could ever go back

He is my God because He is my Savior

And I know what He has saved me from and I will always cling to Him
So we see here that this is important enough to Jacob
That he sits up in his bed though he is very sick and dying

He passes on the promises of God that were given to him

That God Appeared to him…

But it wasn’t just some “mystical appearance”, wasn’t some subjective experience (not a tortilla with a )
It was clearly communicated promises of God

That He would make them a great nation, & that He would give them the land as an everlasting possession
Not that somehow Jacob had to force them to be “fruitful and multiply” (though he did need to participate)

But that God would complete it and make them a great nation 

Not that they had to worry about losing the land (though sometimes they needed to fight to keep it)

But that God would complete it and it would be their “everlasting possession”

That previously Israel leaning on the promises of God asked Joseph to take his body back to Canaan

But now he tells Joseph that these are the promises of God that made him ask that
They were given by God and God will complete it

Israel knows that the LORD will do this thing

And so by faith he is setting things in order for that time

So he says in verse 5

5 And now your two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, who were born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. 6 Your offspring whom you beget after them shall be yours; they will be called by the name of their brothers in their inheritance.
That as Israel prepares for this great nation that the LORD will make from this family

He blesses Joseph’s family by moving his two sons as equals with their uncles

That they would not receive “one half of one twelfth” that would have come to them

But that Joseph’s family would get two portions of what was divided among the sons of Jacob (dbl blssing)
That maybe this was in replacement of Reuben and Simeon

Who were in a sense disqualified from positions of status and leadership in Israel’s family 
Because of their sin (Genesis 34:25, 35:22).
And we see they are mentioned by Israel that… 

Ephraim and Manasseh will be mine, even as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine

(Maybe comparatively but maybe correctingly)

Which ever it is we see that Israel wants to expand the godly leadership in the family
That as we will see next week that he has harsh words for Ruben and Simeon and their behavior

And we know what a godly example Joseph was as we followed his life through all the trials
So Israel receives the two sons of Joseph as adopted into the family at the highest level 
(as if they were the first and second born).

Now because of this we see an interesting phenomenon

That there are actually 13 tribes technically of Israel

Because Joseph is “replaced” with his “two” sons

So what we see is that the tribes are always listed in differing combinations (as many as 20)

But always reflecting the number 12

And you may say, well that’s weird, why do that?

And the answer would be because the number 12 is important to the LORD

You see the number, 12 is often associated with government or administration in God’s eyes. 
There are 12 tribes, 12 apostles, 12 princes of Ishmael, 12 pillars on Moses’ altar, 
12 stones on the high priest’s breastplate, 12 cakes of showbread, 
12 silver platters, silver bowls, and gold pans for the service of the tabernacle, 
12 spies to search out the land, 12 memorial stones, 12 governors under Solomon, 
12 stones in Elijah’s altar, 12 in each group of musicians and singers for Israel’s worship, 
12 hours in a day, 12 months in a year, 12 Ephesian men filled with the Holy Spirit, 
12,000 from 12 tribes sealed and preserved through the tribulation, 
heaven has 12 gates of 12 pearls, and 12 angels at the gates, 
the New Jerusalem has 12 foundations, each with the names of the 12 apostles of the Lamb, 
it’s length, breadth, and height are all 12,000 furlongs, 
and the tree of life in heaven has 12 fruits. 
The number 12 is special to God. So though technically 13 (unless Joe used instead of sons or Levi removed)
(but always called 12)
Interesting food for thought

There were also 12 Apostles and we know that one was removed (ie Judas)

But there were actually “two” that took his place

Remember the disciples choose Mathias but the Lord choose Paul

So really “two” replaced the “one”

Even as Ephraim and Manasseh did Joseph

And he goes on in verse 7 to say

“But as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died beside me in the land of Canaan on the way, when there was but a little distance to go to Ephrath; and I buried her there on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).”

That in way of explanation 

Whether because of his great love for her

Or some have said because he considered her the legitimate wife since he choose her
That he was hoping to have other sons by Rachel but he didn’t because she died

So he is going to take and adopt these two grandsons who have come, actually from Rachel through Joseph
That we see that even here on his death bed that his thoughts turn to Rachel who had been long gone
That even as he cherished her in life, so he cherished her in death

And now he prepares to see the one from whom he was so parted

It goes and says in verse 8

8 Then Israel saw Joseph’s sons, and said, “Who are these?”

9 Joseph said to his father, “They are my sons, whom God has given me in this place.”

And he said, “Please bring them to me, and I will bless them.” 10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim with age, so that he could not see. Then Joseph brought them near him, and he kissed them and embraced them. 11 And Israel said to Joseph, “I had not thought to see your face; but in fact, God has also shown me your offspring!”

12 So Joseph brought them from beside his knees, and he bowed down with his face to the earth.
That as he has been talking to Joseph he now sees his sons
And he asks “who are these”

That as if his focus now shift from Joseph to those whom he would bless

That he has spoken to Joseph but he will bless his sons
That he may “tell” Joseph all these things

That E will be adopted as his

That they will be included in the inheritance of the tribes as they get the land

That they will be part of the multitudes that the Lord blesses Israel with
But as much as he may “tell” Joseph, he “trusts” in God

He knows that “God will complete it” not Joseph

And so after he is done “telling” Joseph, he’s now ready to “ask” God

Then he tells Joseph how blessed he is that he can bless his sons

That he had feared he would never see Joseph again
Yet not only did he get Joseph back

But also got his sons

And for that he is blessed and so he blesses

That he wants to “pass on” what he has received

Knowing that it was God who had done this awesome thing 

And that it would be God who completed the rest

Then it says that Joseph bowed down with his face to the earth
That though Joseph lived his life as a high official of Egypt for many years, 
And though he had no contact with his father for most of that time

Still we see he is a man of humility and respect

Bowing down to the ground before his father

That a good indication of where a man stands with God

Is how submitted he is to the men that God has placed over him

And here we see Joseph stands humbly before his God as he bows before his father

Then it says 
13 And Joseph took them both, Ephraim with his right hand toward Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh with his left hand toward Israel’s right hand, and brought them near him. 14 Then Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it on Ephraim’s head, who was the younger, and his left hand on Manasseh’s head, guiding his hands knowingly, for Manasseh was the firstborn.
That as Joseph humbly brings them before his father for the blessing

We see he makes sure that they are positioned just right putting Ephraim on Jacob’s left
And Manasseh wasn’t left out but was put on Jacob’s right

That the right was important and carried the idea of the favored position 

Generally speaking, the right hand is the hand of strength and skill.

The Bible associates it with God’s strength (Exodus 15:6), favor (Psalm 16:11), and help (Psalm 20:6). 

This is why Jesus is described as sitting at the right hand of God the Father (Mark 14:62).

And though we see Joseph align the boys with Manasseh on the right hand because he was the oldest

That Jacob, though he is old and dim of vision, knowingly it says crosses his hands
And puts his right hand on the younger and his left hand on the eldest

Then it says in verse 15

15 And he blessed Joseph, and said: “God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked,

The God who has fed me all my life long to this day,

16 The Angel who has redeemed me from all evil,

Bless the lads;

Let my name be named upon them,

And the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac;

And let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.”
That as he began to bless them

He calls upon the God who had always blessed him

He calls upon the God before whom his fathers walked

The God before whom he had walked

The God who had taken care of him all of his life to this day

That here we see that Israel recognizes the hand of the God whom he serves

That He was the same God that his fathers had passed down to him

That He was the same God that watched over him

That He was the same God that will complete what He had begun 

As He watched over him all the days of his life

The phrase, “the God who has fed me” is literally “The God who has shepherded me.” 

That this is the first mention in the Bible of God as a shepherd to His people.

And Jacob the shepherd realized, that’s what his God was to him, a Shepherd
That cared for him, just like he cared for the sheep
It has been said that you can see the tri-unity of God here in these descriptions

That the One with whom they have all walked is God the Father

And the One that fed them is God the Holy Spirit who cares for us

And the Angel who has redeemed me from all evil would be God the Son

That with “the Angel who has redeemed him” is the first mention of redemption in the Bible. 
And we know from our study in Genesis that the first mention of things in the Bible are significant

It is interesting that here way before the law of Moses
That Jacob speaks of the Angel that has redeemed him

That there is obviously a recognition of the fact that Jacob needed redeeming

And we may have lost the understanding of “redemption”

But it basically means to buy back something that was sold off or thrown away
The word in the Greek actually referred to buying a slave from the market place

So Jacob realizes that it was the LORD who has bought him back

That though he was a heel catching conniver the Lord delivered him from evil
And that it was the “Angel” who had redeemed him

That we know throughout the Old Testament that “the Angel” of the LORD 

refers to the One who is worshipped as the LORD

who is the “messenger” of the LORD because that is what “angel” means

But also possess the characteristics of the LORD
And so we assume it is none other than Christ, God the Son before his birth as Jesus

Bringing the message of redemption from the Father

That as was acted out by his grandfather Abraham and his father Isaac

That the LORD would provide Himself as a sacrifice to redeem us from sin

And Jacob’s life exemplified it

So he wanted this blessing upon both lads

That they would know the same God that he has know

That His name would be upon them and that God would bless them even as He had done to Jacob

We should so desire this same blessing upon all our children

That they should know the true and living God that we know

And that they would know Jesus Christ whom He has sent for our redemption

And as Israel prays it says in verse 17

17 Now when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it displeased him; so he took hold of his father’s hand to remove it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. 18 And Joseph said to his father, “Not so, my father, for this one is the firstborn; put your right hand on his head.”

19 But his father refused and said, “I know, my son, I know. He also shall become a people, and he also shall be great; but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his descendants shall become a multitude of nations.”

20 So he blessed them that day, saying, “By you Israel will bless, saying, ‘May God make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh!’ ” And thus he set Ephraim before Manasseh.
That as Joseph looks up, he sees his Dad must have become “cross-eyed”

Because he has got his hands crossed up and has his right hand on the wrong one

And it says this displeased Joseph so he says to his father “not so”

Dad, with all due respect, you’ve got it backwards

You’re about to bless the younger over the older 
But Israel responds to Joseph saying “I know my son I know”

That yes I am aware of what is going on

That I am blessing the younger over the older

That this was Jacob’s decision in spite of Joseph’s direction. 

Joseph, like so many others, expected God to work in a certain way, 

But found that He is often pleased to work differently and sometimes even unconventionally. 

And that it is faith that recognizes that God’s ways are not man’s ways. 
It took Jacob a lifetime of discipline to learn that fact. 
But he learned it, and now he blessed the younger over the elder.

That yes Manasseh was physically the firstborn
But in God’s eyes it was Ephraim

Jer 31:9 says For I am a Father to Israel, and Ephraim is My firstborn
That despite what we may think

That the LORD often chooses the younger as the “firstborn”

Which shows the idea of “firstborn” in the Bible is often a position of pre-eminence, 
Not necessarily meaning “first out of the womb.”

David had the position of firstborn according to Ps89:27, even though he was the youngest son of Jesse
Jesus has the pre-eminent position as firstborn over all creation (Colossians 1:15), 
But that does not mean Jesus was literally the first “born” creature of God, because Jesus was not created.

And Israel, recognizing that according to the LORD that Ephraim is to be the “pre-eminent” one
He lays his right hand upon him instead of Manasseh
And he reassures Joseph that he knows exactly what he is doing

That it may be Israel that is giving the blessing

But God will be the One to complete it

And while Joseph may have been surprised

This pattern was not new

For four consecutive generations this re-versed pattern was followed: 
Isaac over Ishmael, Jacob over Esau, Joseph over Reuben, and now Ephraim over Manasseh.
And it wasn’t that Manasseh was not to be blessed

That Jacob said “he also will be great”

But the son of the right hand received a greater proportion of the blessing.

That Manasseh was blessed

But truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, 

And his descendants shall become a multitude of nations

This was fulfilled in Israel’s history. 
Both tribes were blessed, but Ephraim was greater as a tribe, 
Even to the point where the name “Ephraim” was used to refer to the whole northern nation of Israel 

Places like Isa 7:8, and 11:13
So Jacob blessed them that day

Passing on the most important thing he could

The heritage of the LORD in his life

Blessing those he loved with the blessings that he received

Imparting to them above all else that walking with the LORD is what’s important

Then it says in verse21

Then Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I am dying, but God will be with you and bring you back to the land of your fathers. Moreover I have given to you one portion above your brothers, which I took from the hand of the Amorite with my sword and my bow.”

That the last thing he says to Joseph is to remember that God is faithful

That I am dying but His promises won’t

He will be with you and bring you back to the land of your fathers

In as much as I asked that you take back my body to the Land of Promise

So you to can stand on those promises of God and know that He will get you back there too

That you may not see how it will be

But God will complete it

That you have one more portion than your brothers as part of the blessings upon your sons

That you have a greater stake than all of them
So you must remember that it will be God that will complete it and not you

That yes there may be times where you must put forth effort

That you must by faith apply yourself to the task

Even as I took that parcel of land from the Amorites with my sword and my bow

That it is believed he purchased the land but then had to fight to regain it

It is believed to be the piece of land where Jesus met the woman at the well

John 4:5 refers to this, but doesn't give us much information. 

It says that Jesus came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. And Jacob’s well was there.

But the point being that though he put effort in
It was really the LORD that worked it out

That the touch passes to you Joseph
You need to carry it on

Though it may be 400 years before He does it

The LORD will bring you back to the land and God will complete it

Teach it to your children Joseph

And to your children’s children throughout every generation

“God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked,

The God who has fed me all my life long to this day,

16 The Angel who has redeemed me from all evil,

Joseph

be confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ

That we can know as the LORD has said to Jacob throughout Genesis

That He said I am with you when He spoke to Him at Bethel in Genesis 28:15
That He said I will be with you as He spoke to Him running from Laban in Genesis 31:3
That Jacob learned and could say in Gen 31:5 that He has been with me
And that He can tell his children that He will be with you here in Gen 48

That despite what Jacob was

God had redeemed him and made him what he is today

Because God will complete it

