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Gen 11



“One Nation”

We looked last time at the table of nations in Chapter 10

And this time we look at what most would consider to be the reason for the table of nations in Chapter 10

That it would seem that chronologically chapter 11 comes before chapter 10

And that we see why the nations were scattered here in chapter 11

Some people have a problem with things like this because they assume the Bible is a history book

And so everything must be in “chronological order’ or it is in error

But we need to understand that the Bible is not a history book

But a historically “accurate” book

The dates and times and peoples and places that it mentions are “historical”

They are real

But are not always necessarily in order

Genesis sometimes goes outside the chronological order as it develops the intended subject

There is a possible chronological hint in the comment about Peleg in Gen 10:5

Where it said and “In his time the earth was divided”

Which some take to refer to the incident that we read of here in verses 1-9 of Gen 11

That in chapter 10 we saw the lineage of the different families

And it said several times

They were separated into their lands, 

“according to their families, according to their languages, in their lands, according to their nations”

Yet we start verse 1 of chapter 11 and it says

Now the whole earth had one language and one speech.
So it would seem that this was prior to the divisions mentioned in chapter 10

And so we do assume

And it is rather obvious that the sons of Noah would all speak the same language

But it would seem that this was some time later

Some say approximately 2-300 yrs later 

And that the population had thus grow quite large

Easily in the millions depending on the birth rate

And what we see is that it says in verse 1 that all these people

Had one language and one “speech”

Now the one language is understandable

Even expected if we think about it

And as was mentioned last week

Many believe that it was the Hebrew language

For you students of the Bible

There is not much argument amongst the world that the “original” language of man 

Was an “eastern” language….a semetic language

Though some would say it might be the Syriac, or Chaldee, or Arabic language

But all these languages are very similar with the Hebrew and are certainly related

As a matter of fact many linguists say that “language” itself is not “invented”

That it is much to complicated to be invented

But actually “evolved”

And these being so closely related could have evolved either way

But like any “evolution” that man labels things that are to complex to just “exist”

It begs the question 

Then where did it “evolve from”

As with man….did he really come from the primordial ooze

And isn’t it harder to believe that man came from a “rock”

Than to believe in an intelligent designer

And with the universe… that it sprang out of “nothing” in that original big bang

Isn’t it more difficult to believe that something sprang from nothing

Than to believe there is a God who actually created it

Yet they say that language is to complex to be invented…

That it exists as whole systems, not as small parts put together. 

So it evolved with man

And most modern linguists believe all languages came from one original language
But where did that original language come from

Modified “monkey talk”, 

Neanderthal noise

Or maybe it was from the first man Adam

And passed on to Noah who was born around 100 years after Adam died

And spoken by Noah’s sons and all there sons that populated the world

And it would make sense that if God was going to preserve a language to write His words in

It would be the original language that He started the first man with

And there are various testimonies from the world confirming that originally men spoke but one language

Josephus quotes Sibylla who says, 

"when all men were of the same language, some began to build a most high tower”

And Abydenus a Greek historian of ancient empires, speaking of the building of the tower of Babel, says, "it was at that time men were of the same tongue”

And likewise Hyginus, speaking of Phoroneus, the first of mortals, that reigned, says, 

"many ages before, men lived without towns and laws, speaking one language, under the empire of Jove.'' 

So they say the known world spoke one language

But verse 1 also says and one “speech” or literally one “lip”

No not like Larry the cucumber from veggie tales who “loves his lips”

But this is the idea that they were of one mind or one decision, one “voice”

That there was “unity” among them

And so in this unity that they had 

There was “one nation”, one people after the flood

And then it says in verse 2 

2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, 

and they dwelt there.

That this numerous people migrated together and they found a place in the plains of Shinar

And they decided to dwell there

Now this doesn’t seem like such a big deal

Except in light of the fact that God had told Noah in Gen 9:1

“To be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth”

Yet they settle in this place of their liking and began to build as they please

And verse 3 tells us

3 Then they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. 4 And they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.”
And we see that this is not just a “we wanna live in this nice place” kinda thing

Not just a question of “location, location, location”

But that it really is “a rebellion against God”

That this was the time of Nimrod of whom we looked at last week

That He was a mighty hunter against the Lord

And that he “united people” against God

And that the beginnings of his kingdoms was Babel

And we see here that they were of one mind alright

One mind to oppose and exalt themselves against God

In as much as we saw that Cain when told by God would be a wanderer

He immediately settled down and built a city in defiance against God

So we see here, that rather than spread out and fill the earth as God commanded

They resolve to build a city and a tower whose top is in the heavens

And notice how they encourage one another in this defiance

They were “one nation”

They were “united”

And in that unity they cried out

“Come, let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly.”

“Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens

“let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.”

And it is amazing to me that the world is so often unified in their “wickedness”

More than we are as one body for righteousness

They will over look all kinds of issues to do evil

Yet the children of grace have such a hard time working together for good

And we need to do less fault finding

And more faith following as we reach out to this world

And encourage one another to love and good works

Also notice of what they built it

“Come, let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. 4 

Out of brick and asphalt or pitch

Almost as if they wanted to build a “stationary ark” of bricks rather than wood

And wanted to make it water proof

As if they intended to secure themselves against the waters of another flood. 

God had told them that He would not drown the world again

But they would rather trust in a tower of their own making

Rather than to a promise of God’s making

They wanted something solid and secure

Built with all the ingenuity of man

Rather than lean on the ways of the almighty 

And His promises in the sky

They would build a tower whose top might reach to heaven

They would be like the Most High, or would come as near him as they could, not in holiness but in height.

Thinking there’s some correlation of the two

It has been said that this tower was most likely the predecessor to the ziggurats of Mesopotamia

In Sumerian the name meant "The Foundation of Heaven and Earth." 

A ziggurat was a temple tower having the form of a terraced pyramid of successively receding stories

Dur-Untash, thought to be built in the 13th century BC by Untash Napirisha, 
is one of the world's best preserved ziggurats located near Susa, Iran.

Ziggurat designs ranged from simple bases upon which a temple sat, 

To marvels of mathematics and construction which spanned many terraced stories

An example of an extensive and massive ziggurat is the Marduk ziggurat of ancient Babylon. 

Not much of even the base is left of this massive structure, 

But archeological findings and historical accounts put this tower at seven multicolored tiers, 

topped with a temple of extensive proportions. 

Ziggurats were a form of temple 

Common to the Sumerians, Babylonians and Assyrians of ancient Mesopotamia. 
The number of tiers ranged from two to seven, with a shrine or temple at the summit. 

Access to the shrine was provided by a series of ramps on one side of the ziggurat 

Or by a spiral ramp from base to summit. 

Notable examples of these include the ruins at Ur and Khorsabad in Mesopotamia

It was believed that through the ziggurat the gods could be close to mankind

And each city had its own patron god or goddess. 

Some believe that the ziggurats were built as a bridge between heaven and Earth. 

The temples of the Sumerians were believed to be a cosmic axis, a vertical bond between heaven and Earth, and the Earth and the underworld, and a horizontal bond between the lands.

And no doubt this was the start of that type of structure

Here as they built this tower of Babel

Then note the reasons

They said…

let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.

That they would make a name for themselves

And according to Philo Judaeus 

“They engraved every one his name upon a brick, as a perpetual memorial to themselves

Yet their purposes came to not

And history doesn’t record a single builder

And they did it they said to prevent their dispersion: 

Lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the earth. 

"It was done’’ (says Josephus) "in disobedience to that command Replenish the earth.

God orders them to disperse.

But they said "No, we will not, we will live and die together.’’

We will be “one nation”

But we will not be under God

And it would seem that we see God’s response in verse 5

5 But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. 6 And the Lord said, “Indeed the people are one and they all have one language, and this is what they begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from them.

So we see 

That the LORD came down to see what the sons of men had built

And I find it interesting 

That it depicts the omniscient and omnipresent God as coming down to see

If nothing else it indicates to us two things

The position and the patience of God

First His position

That in the fact, that if you have noticed…

That from the beginning it has spoken of the LORD being with man

He walked in the garden when Adam and Eve were there. 

He placed the ministers and symbols of His presence there when they were expelled. 

He receives the sacrifice of Abel there

He dealt with Cain before and after his crime right there 

He saw the wickedness of man; and the land was corrupt before him. 

He said, “He shall not always strive with man.” 

He communicated with Noah to build the ark and then He shut him in

He remembered Noah inside the ark

And smelled the aroma of Noah’s sacrifice as he went out

And He established His covenant with all the earth by placing the rainbow in the sky

Each time mentioning God dealing with man

And it starting by walking with Adam in the garden

God’s position clearly known

But in each successive instance it would seem His location becomes more and more removed

Until we see in this situation

The comment that “the Lord came down.” 

Still dealing personally with the race of man

But His presence seemingly removed

So that it’s described as “He came down to see”

So positionally we see a change

That He no longer “walks with man”

But “comes down to see”

And then patiently…

That though He is an omniscient and omnipresent God

He takes notice in that He sees

Not that He could not see from heaven

But that the judge of all the earth does right

He deals not with hearsay

Nothing second hand

But He sees

Maybe it is not even intended that He physically came down in the fashion of a man

Though it certainly could

As we will see He does with Abraham

But it could also be that it is intended that His presence was manifested with great signs and wonders

Similar to in the days of Moses when He showed Himself present in the cloud and in the fire

A Targum of the Jews says, 

"and the Lord was revealed to take vengeance on them on account of the business of the city and tower the children of men built.

And again it shows His patience 

That he did not immediately proceed against them, 

No lightning strike from heaven

No smoking pack of ziggurats (
But His wisdom and justice in at least linguistically looking into the matter

Examining the truth and reality of things before he passed judgment

And we can be just as sure today

The Lord sees and patiently waits to take action

How else can we explain that He has not judged America

One nation that has said it no longer wants to be under God

We have built our high places

And we have kicked God out

Our courts no longer answer to any one

No legislators, no voters, no longer even God

They now try to eradicate the words of God that our laws were built upon

And the Lord will come down and see

And He will do as He feels just

Notice it says 

“What the sons of men had built”

Literally the sons of Adam

The sons of “that Adam”

The sinful and rebellious Adam

Those who were by nature children of disobedience, children of the curse, children of wrath
And what does He see

That indeed the people are one and they all have one language, and this is what they begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from them.

That they use the blessing of their unity

That they take the bond of family

And this is what they begin to do

The use it for rebelliousness

And they use that ingenuity for evil

To think that God has built us with such great capacity

That if we really put our resources together

Nothing would be with held from us

Do you understand the implication of that statement?

You know being in the field of science and electronics

I see first hand the capabilities of man

I read an interesting technical paper that I wanted to share (listen to some of terms used)

It said “many scholars have observed that technological change has become self-propelled

and autocatalytic, in which change feeds on change. Unlike other forms of

growth, spiraling technological progress does not appear to be bounded

from above. Predictions in the vein of “everything that can be invented

already has been” have been falsified time and again. The period that

followed the Industrial Revolution was one in which innovation intensified,

and while we can distinguish a certain ebb and flow, in which major

breakthroughs and a cluster of macroinventions were followed by waves of

microinventions and secondary extensions and applications, it is clear that

the modern era is one in which rapid and perhaps accelerating change has

become the norm. In the premodern past, whether in Europe or elsewhere

in the world, invention had remained the exception, if perhaps not an

uncommon one. In the second half of the nineteenth century and even

more so in the twentieth century, change has become the norm, and even

in areas previously untouched by technological innovation, mechanization,

automation, and novelty have become inevitable. There is no evidence to

date that technology in its widest sense converges to anything.

To oversimplify, the Industrial Revolution could be reinterpreted

in light of the changes in the characteristics and structure of propositional

knowledge in the eighteenth century and the techniques that rested on it.

Before 1750 the human race, as a collective, did not know enough to

generate the kind of sustained technological progress that could account for

the growth rates we now observe. In the absence of such knowledge, no set of

institutions, no matter how benevolent, could have substituted for useful

knowledge. The dynamics of knowledge itself were critical to the historical

process. Useful knowledge has increased by feeding on itself, spinning out of

control as it were, whereas before the Industrial Revolution it had always been limited.

Here we see some think tankers seeing that the accumulated abilities of man seem limitless

That knowledge seems to feed on itself and be spiraling out of control and not bound from above

We have a general rule in the computer field called Moore’s Law

which says that the number of transistors that can be placed on a chip doubles every 18 months.  

This "law" has accurately applied over the last 20 years

And it would seem that even as the Lord said

“nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from them.”

But because it is used for evil and for rebellion against God

It cannot be used to it’s fullest potential

Imagine the genius of men like Einstein and Oppenheimer
It not hindered by the fetters of our sinful nature and opposition to the Lord

And though we see this exponential growth in the knowledge and technology of man

It will have its end

Especially when human pride and arrogance exalts itself above the creator

And says we will build our tower on knowledge into the heavens

And we will be like the most high

We will build and no one will tear down

We will plant and no one can uproot

We will throw God out and make our own paradise of our choosing in the plains of Shinar

But we see in verse 7 that the Lord will take action (and it says, the Lord said)

7 Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech.”

8 So the Lord scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they ceased building the city. 9 Therefore its name is called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth.

Notice in direct opposition to man

When man says “Come let us do this or that”

God here says “Come let us go down and see”

James says in James 4, 

13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; 14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.” 16 But now you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.

For all the efforts of man to come and do as he pleases in rebellion to God

God says “Come let us go down and see”

And He brings to not all the mighty plans of man

But rather than destroy man

We see He simply confounded him by changing his speech

Something we simply take for granted

As if it is our own to command

As if we have freedom of speech

And we have the right to say anything we want

Maybe according to our constitution

But according the Bible we are judged for every idle word

And even the breath that makes that speech possible is not our own

But it belongs to the God who made us

And He can take either if it so pleases Him to do so

So better to guard are words, and to speak right

Than to speak arrogantly no matter what we feel is our right

Because He sees our heart

And notice the reference here to the trinity

As He says “Come let us go down”

For certainly the LORD almighty does not confer with angels on His plans 

(as some Jews writers would here infer)

But angels would not be in this work of confounding the language of men

To so radically change the making of a man

That his former language is gone

And him now having the knowledge of another

This would be the work of the One who made the man

The LORD God

Father, Son, and Spirit, 

set about to do the work of confounding the language of the man that He made

And not that every man had a new and distinct language given just to him,

for then there could have been no society and no conversing in the world,

But one was given no doubt to each family

or rather to as many families as constituted a nation or colony, 

designed for the same place of habitation;

How many there were, cannot be said with any certainty. 

Euphorus, and many other historians say they were seventy five, 

according to the number of Jacob's posterity that went down into Egypt; others say seventy two

The Jewish writers generally agree with the Targum of Jonathan in making them seventy,

according to the number of the posterity of Noah's sons, recorded in the preceding chapter; 

But surely several of them spoke the same language, 

As Ashur, Arphaxad, and Aram, spoke the Chaldee or Syriac language; 

The sons of Canaan one and the same language; 

And the thirteen sons of Joktan the Arabic language; 

Javari and Elisha the Greek language; 

So that Samual Bochart (a Biblical scholor and expert in Eastern languages) comments , 

“scarce thirty of the seventy will remain distinct”

And it’s been said that "the fifteen named in Act_2:5 would be enough to confound the work at Babel”

I found an interesting secular comment about languages

That certain linguists in historical and comparative studies have tried to reconstruct the proto-languages from which languages spoken today derive. This task becomes more complex and speculative when the time-depth reaches 10.000 years BP (before present) and beyond. The most daring proposals suggest that the 5-6,000 languages spoken today can be grouped into approximately a dozen language families at a time depth of about 10 to 15,000 years BP. 

Further research is needed to validate these proposals and eventually discover even older groupings.

But funny I thought,  that they come to the conclusion…

A dozen or so base languages…interesting huh

And they still have that evolution problem

Because this so called “evolved common language”

Has this divergent fork in the road of some dozen different roots that sprang up

So different from one another that they cant have evolved from one another

Yet so complex that they couldn’t have been separately invented??

What then

Parallel evolution??

The Babel thesis??

Or how about “Punctuated equ-languagum”

For you “hopeful monster fans”

Or maybe God just wanted to throw the linguist a curve ball on the plains of Shinar

But the end result was as desired

that they may not understand one another's speech

That the words were so changed, and so differently pronounced from what they had used to hear, 

That though they heard the sound, they could not tell the meaning of them

And all the work of their design did cease

And by judgment the Lord accomplished what He asked to be done by communion

The Lord scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth

And the place they called “Babel”

Which in their language meant “gate of god”

But in Hebrew means “confusion”
And doesn’t that just fit

That all who try to find a gate to god other than through communion with Him

Will end up in a state of confusion

So we see the old distinction between the sons of God and the sons of men

The professors and the profane, survived the flood, and now appear again, when men began to multiply

And this explains how the nations came to be scattered across the face of the ancient world. 

As we saw described in the preceding chapter

A message of judgment

What they prided themselves in… became their downfall, 

And what they feared the most came upon them

But enter in the grace of God…

Yes there was one nation not willing to be under God

And God dispersed them into the 70 nations of chapter 10

And of those

He chose one nation

One nation to be “under God”

One nation to became the channel of His blessing. 

One people to use for His own glory

God was not done with the human race. 

He still had those who found His grace

And that was the line of Shem

And so though it was started in the previous chapter

It gives us details in this one

Of the lineage of those within the nation

That He would use to fulfill His purposes in this world

And it says in verse 10

10 This is the genealogy of Shem: Shem was one hundred years old, and begot Arphaxad two years after the flood. 11 After he begot Arphaxad, Shem lived five hundred years, and begot sons and daughters.
12 Arphaxad lived thirty-five years, and begot Salah. 13 After he begot Salah, Arphaxad lived four hundred and three years, and begot sons and daughters.

14 Salah lived thirty years, and begot Eber. 15 After he begot Eber, Salah lived four hundred and three years, and begot sons and daughters.

16 Eber lived thirty-four years, and begot Peleg. 17 After he begot Peleg, Eber lived four hundred and thirty years, and begot sons and daughters.

18 Peleg lived thirty years, and begot Reu. 19 After he begot Reu, Peleg lived two hundred and nine years, and begot sons and daughters.

20 Reu lived thirty-two years, and begot Serug. 21 After he begot Serug, Reu lived two hundred and seven years, and begot sons and daughters.

22 Serug lived thirty years, and begot Nahor. 23 After he begot Nahor, Serug lived two hundred years, and begot sons and daughters.

24 Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and begot Terah. 25 After he begot Terah, Nahor lived one hundred and nineteen years, and begot sons and daughters.

26 Now Terah lived seventy years, and begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

27 This is the genealogy of Terah: Terah begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran begot Lot. 28 And Haran died before his father Terah in his native land, in Ur of the Chaldeans. 29 Then Abram and Nahor took wives: the name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and the father of Iscah. 30 But Sarai was barren; she had no child.

31 And Terah took his son Abram and his grandson Lot, the son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram’s wife, and they went out with them from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan; and they came to Haran and dwelt there. 32 So the days of Terah were two hundred and five years, and Terah died in Haran.

And certainly there is much more here than an account of what happened to explain the table of nations

More than just another story of the rebellion of man

More than just a failed building project 

Or the explanation of the linguistics of man

We see the world as “one nation”

But they are disobedient and refuse the rule of God

They want to do things their own way and think there are no bounds from above

They think they have the freedom to say whatever they want and do whatever they will

But these things are here for admonition

Israel was to become “one nation”

They were to be called out of Egypt to be God’s theocracy. 

Israel was to be established as the unified people of God, known around the world. 

The one simple requirement of them was that they obey. 

If they would do so, God would establish them firmly. 

But if they lifted their heads in pride and rebelled against God, 

They too would be scattered across the face of the earth. 

As it turned out, Israel followed the same disastrous course as the Babylonians.

And it would actually be the Babylonians that would carry away the southern Kingdom of the Jews

As Nebuchadnezzar would conquer Judah in 605 BC

So then the theme of pride here is important. 

God puts down those who exalt themselves in pride. 

Scattering (with its wars and conflicts) is better than unified apostasy. 

God’s plan will be accomplished, if not with man’s obedience, then in spite of man’s disobedience.

God prefers to do it through communion

Through speaking to us and us obeying

And God has His chosen nation

And He uses a man within that nation

A man who will do His will, even if he does not do His will perfectly.

His is a willing vessel that has found the grace of God

Here we see that lineage

From Adam down to Noah

From Shem on down to Eber

From Eber on down to Abram

The father of the faithful

Names that should be familiar or will be by the time we finish Genesis (sometime in 2009)

The main characters in the story of redemption

Not all of them were marvels

Joshua 24 even says that some of them like Terah served other gods

But God is gracious

And brings His people through

But they must be willing

You see God still has a plan

He will come down once more and visit His people

No longer being so “removed”

He will once more make His abode with man

As He did in the garden, and as He tells He will do in the millennial kingdom

That the incidents at Babel we be undone

That as Zephaniah speaks of these events

He looks forward to a reconciliation and a unification in the millennial kingdom

when everyone will speak one pure language and worship in God’s holy mountain

being gathered from the nations into which they have been dispersed

Zeph. 3:9-11

9
“For then I will restore to the peoples a pure language,


That they all may call on the name of the Lord,


To serve Him with one accord.

10
From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia


My worshipers,


The daughter of My dispersed ones,


Shall bring My offering.

11
In that day you shall not be shamed for any of your deeds


In which you transgress against Me;


For then I will take away from your midst


Those who rejoice in your pride,


And you shall no longer be haughty

In My holy mountain.

The events of Pentecost were just a taste of that yet-future event.

Where God will call all His people together

From every nation tribe and tongue into which they were dispersed

9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God.”

And do you know

You are part of one nation under God

No, not the faltering United States

But Peter tells us

9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.

Yes a Holy Nation

Those who once were not a people but are now the people of God, 

who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy

We do not need to build a Babel ( a gate to god)

Because Jesus is that Gate

He said in John 10:7-10

“Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.
Yes Jesus is the door

He is not the other of confusion, of Babel

That is the work of the enemy

Jesus said, All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them.
I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, 

but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.

And we know that the thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy

For us to live in rebellion against God

But we don’t have too

We can find grace in the eyes of the Lord

We can be part of that chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.

And it as simple as entering in through the door

Through Jesus

And you can commune with Him today

