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Gen 15



“Your Reward” 

Last time we looked at chapter 14

That told us of a time when there was a northern confederacy of very powerful kings

How they came from the area of Babylon

And how they had invaded the south and had conquered many cities. 

There were five kings of the Jordan Plain confederated against them but were defeated

And the northern kings conquered the cities of Sodom and Gommorah

And as the conquered they sacked the cities and took the people as hostages

Among them was Lot, the nephew of Abraham

And one that had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew that his brother was taken

When Abram heard that Lot was taken, 

He armed three hundred and eighteen of his servants, trained in his own house, 

And pursued them as far as Dan where they surprised them at night and defeated them

And pursued them all the way to Damascus.

Abram was able to return Lot and deliver a lot of the goods that were taken back to their owners

As well as returning all the other hostages that were taken

And as he returned we read as he passed by Jerusalem, the King of Righteousness, Melchizedek, 

Came out to meet him and gave him bread and wine and blessed him

And Abram gave willingly to him a tithe of all that he had

There also the King of Sodom met Abram and offered for Abram to keep all that he had found

But Abram would rather give to the Lord

Than to keep what belonged to the world

And he refused to receive from the King of Sodom anything that would make him a debtor to the world

Abraham declared that I will take nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap, and that I will not take anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich’

And I have always found it interesting

That verse one of chapter 15 starts off saying

That it was 

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.”

That there seems to be a correlation between verse 1 and the preceding chapter

And looking back on what transpired

You can see that it was probably not easy for Abram

All of us have reacted by instinct before

When we hear of a need and we just respond

Often times without thinking first of the consequences

Or just doin what is right despite the danger

And when Abram heard his brother was taken 

He responded

But now it’s over

And afterwards we start to think

We start to realized what we just did

And of the dangers and the possible repercussions

Maybe Abram started thinking

With only three hundred and eighteen armed servants he pursued after these powerful kings

These kings who had defeated the whole area towards the south, west, and east of him. 

Wow was that dangerous

And what if they regroup? 

What if they come back to get revenge? 

And I gave a tenth of all I had to the Lord

And gave up all that wealth from the war

And what if I need that to protect myself and my family if they should come back

Or if others hear of what I have done

And Abram probably became a little fearful as he began to think about all these things

And it was at this time

After these things 

That the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, 

“Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.”

This phrase, "do not be afraid or fear not" is used over one hundred times in the scriptures. 

Interesting that God addresses His children so often saying ““Do not be afraid”

Jesus told his disciples many times, "fear not." 

Like when he walk to them across that water

And thought it might be a ghost

But He said “fear not it is I”

Here the LORD appeared to Abraham in a vision. 

And a vision is spiritual insight. 

We're surrounded by spirit beings and the spirit world is real. 

Once in a while, God will open a person's eyes to behold the spirit realm and this is called a "vision." 

It is while a person is in a state of being awake that he suddenly sees the spirit realm.

And sometimes the Lord uses this to speak to us

God spoke to Abram in this way and told him not to be afraid. 

Abram was probably thinking that he had no defense against these armies, if they came back

So God said, "I am your shield." 

He could have been remorseful that he didn't take some of the spoil and the LORD declared to him, 

"I am your exceeding great reward." 

You've got me Abraham, 

You don't need anything else. 

How true that is. 

The Lord is our inheritance. 

If we would only understand that the person who possesses the Lord, 

possesses the resources that can never be diminished.

All the resources they will ever need 

How sad is the person who relies upon his own strength. 

Though he be the strongest man in the world, his strength is still limited. 

How blessed the man, who is going to trust in the strength of the Lord, no matter how weak he is. 

He is never without strength if he is trusting in the Lord. 

That's the whole idea: The Lord is my strength, The Lord is my keeper.

He is all that I need

And as the Lord said this to Abram

Abram realized that it was true

That the Lord was his reward

And it says in verse 2

2 But Abram said, “Lord God, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 Then Abram said, “Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir!

We know that Abraham was already very rich, 

In fact that is what perpetrated the separation from Lot. 

When they left Egypt, the Pharaoh enriched them so much that there was strife among their herdsmen. 

The land wasn't big enough for the two of them anymore. 

Now, the LORD is saying, 

"I am thy exceeding great reward." 

But Abram says, "Yeah, but what good is that?" 

"I don't have any heir to pass it on to and I have more than I can ever spend." 

"I'm childless and my heir is my servant, Eliezer of Damascus, who was born in my house."

But God doesn’t rebuke Abram

He doesn’t say what kinda attitude is that

But as a child He guides him

And verse 4 tells us

4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir.” 5 Then He brought him outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”

Now think about it

They had crystal clear skies with no smog or air pollution of any kind in those days

No industries, automobiles or power plants to pollute the skies. 

There were no lights of cities to distract or diminish from the illumination of the stars

Only the blackness of the desert night.

And I remember even in CA camping out in the desert at Joshua Tree or Ocatia Wells

And seeing the sky with so many starts I was amazed

And here it says that God brought him outside and said, 

“Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.” 

And Abram looked up and saw the billions of stars that were in the heavens stretched above him

And God said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”

I think of those star filled skies and I think

How incredibly overwhelming that must have been

Now there are those who suggest, that God has placed the Gospel in the stars. 

When God said to count the stars and if thou be able to number them, so shall thy seed be

That the Hebrew word for number means to "set in order" and not necessarily: one, two, three, etc. 

And that it could be that there is an alluding to the gospel mentioned here

There is a book "The Gospel in the Stars" that goes through the Zodiac 

And it shows that originally God intended it to have the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

In Psalm 19, we read, "The heavens declare the glory of God." 

We usually say that means the vastness of His creation, 

but it is also possible that the story of redemption is there in the Zodiac; 

because, the real glory of God is the redemption of man.

We shy away from astrology and rightly so. 

Astrology deals in areas that God never intended man to get into 

And was forbidden in scripture by Isaiah the Prophet. 

There is no truth about  astrological forces having an influence upon your life 

And that you can actually govern your life by these charts of the Zodiac.

There is no power in the heavens except the One that made the heavens

The Wise Men were guided by a Star and they were able to read a message that others did not read. 

It is quite possible when God is challenging Abram to number the stars, 

He might be saying to consider the Gospel that is in the stars; 

Because, God said, "So shall thy seed be." 

The word for descendants or seed there is singular 

Paul picks this up in Galatians 3 as he talks about this experience of Abraham looking up into the stars 

And receiving the promise of God. 

"Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ." (Gal.3:16).

So it is quite possible that God was showing Abram

That indeed he would have an heir

And not just any heir

But the most treasured possession that the world would ever receive 

That there in the stars was the story of the gospel

And the LORD was saying

Abram, He will be your descendant

That though He will be a reward to all the world

More specifically to you

As your seed Abram

As your inheritance

I will be your reward, in the flesh, as One of your descendants

So whether just by number or by specifically Who

The Lord was showing Abram what his reward would be

Not just Eliezer but one from your own body

And even that the Christ

And it then tells us in verse 6

6 And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.

It isn't that he just believed that God was going to give him a lot of kids or descendants.

It wasn't seeds, plural. 

It isn't that he just believed that God existed. 

Just faith that God exists does not save; 

just faith that the promises of God are true does not save; 

but it is the faith in the Son of God, Jesus Christ, that brings salvation. 

The faith that He died for my sins. 

So, Abraham by faith believed this promise of God that his "seed" would come. 

And that his seed would be “the seed” that was promised in the garden

We read in Romans, concerning Jesus, that He was of the "seed" of Abraham. 

This is important, because, He was the "promised seed," 

The one that Abraham believed in and because of this, God declared him righteous.

God declares us righteous by the same action of believing in Jesus Christ. 

Abraham looked forward and believed the promise of God. 

We, now, look back at the fulfillment of the promise in the coming of Jesus Christ. 

By our believing that Jesus Christ the seed of the woman, the seed of Abraham

died for our sins, paid the penalty for our guilt, took our place 

and was a substitution for us in His death upon the Cross; 

Our faith in His death and resurrection is accounted to us for righteousness by God. 

Abraham was not accounted righteous because of his works, though he had many good works; 

nor by his keeping of the law, because it wasn't given yet. 

He was not accounted righteous by the act of circumcision because that was not given yet. 

Paul says in Rom 4 (maybe turn)

What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” 4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.

We are not accounted righteous because we keep the rituals of the church or do what is right

But as Eph 2:8-9 tells us

8 by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

We are accounted righteous when we believe the promise of God through his Son. 

Salvation would come to man 

And “that belief” in the promise of God concerning the seed that would come, 

was the thing that counted for righteousness.

Abraham's faith was not perfect. 

There were many failures. 

Even after he believed and God found him righteous, 

We find Abraham lapsing in faith when Sarah suggested that he might take her handmaiden, Hagar, 

That he might have an heir of his own body. 

In a few chapters, Abraham lies to Abimelech about Sarah being his sister 

And yet, God accounted his faith for righteousness; 

Even as He accounts your faith for righteousness though it also may be imperfect.

But that is not the only reward

Certainly the most important and precious is salvation through God’s Son

But in addition to that

We see in verse 7 it says

7 Then He said to him, “I am the Lord, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it.”

That not only is there the promise of the seed

That the Messiah would come and be of the descendants of Abram

But also that the Lord wanted to give him the land

After God accounted Abraham righteous, 

God is now reaffirming the promise to him.

That even as Jesus said to His disciples

It is the Fathers good pleasure to give us the kingdom

And that, in addition to the promise of Jesus

We will inherit the land also

The promised land of Heaven

That Jesus told the disciples in John 14:2-3

2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.
That He is preparing the place for His bride

And that one day we will be there with Him

Truly promises that are almost to good to believe

That we have the promise of a Saviour and God has a place for us in His kingdom

And maybe Abram felt the same

So we see that in verse 8 

8 And he said, “Lord God, how shall I know that I will inherit it?”

That Abram in a sense is asking for a sign.

And we see that the Lord is not opposed to us asking for a sign in belief

Gideon asked for a sign that this was what the Lord wanted

And he put out the fleece two times

Mary asked of the birth of Jesus how it could be that virgin would conceive though she believed

And remember back in Matt 24:3 the disciples asked

“And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?”
God is not opposed to giving us signs as we follow Him in belief

But we don’t follow signs and wonders to believe

For the bible even tells us that there will come those who follow after “signs and lying wonders”

Because they did not receive the love of the truth to believe

And signs and wonders follow them that believe

And in response in verse 9

9 So He said to him, “Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, down the middle, and placed each piece opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11 And when the vultures came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

That typical for an covenant of that time

That the parties would divide and animal and then pass together between it

Some say that it was as if they were saying

That what was done to this animal be done to whoever breaks the covenant

And so there was a consecration that took place because of this ceremony

It is interesting that here in this list

Is every animal allowed or commanded to be sacrificed under the Mosaic law

You might say that God was now giving to Abram an epitome of that law and its sacrifices 

which he intended more fully to reveal to Moses

the essence of which all the sacrifices pointed to the ultimate sacrifice, 

That of the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world

Interesting also that Rabbi Solomon Jarchi wrote 

“The idolatrous nations are compared in the Scriptures to bulls, rams, and goats; for it is written, Psa_22:12 : Many bulls have compassed me about. Dan_8:20 : The ram which thou hast seen is the king of Persia. The rough goat is the king of Greece. Dan_8:21. But the Israelites are compared to doves, etc.; Son_2:14 : “O my dove, that art in the cleft of the rock. 

And he said, the division of the above carcasses denotes the division and extermination of the idolatrous nations; but the birds not being divided, shows that the Israelites are to abide for ever

Also interesting that the Bible would note

That as Abram waits to enter in to this covenant with God

That it notes that the vultures came down on the carcasses but Abram drove them away

Not odd that it would happen, but interesting the scriptures make note of it

And the fowls were vultures which are always a sign of evil in the scripture. 

Remember the seed that was sown by the wayside and the birds came. 

We are told in Mark, chapter four, 

"And these are they by the wayside, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan comes immediately, and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts." 

And so here we can see that the enemy desires to prevent those who desire to enter into a covenant w\God

But notice those who are serious will drive him away

As the Bible says “resist the devil and he will flee” as do these birds

12 Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, horror and great darkness fell upon him.

That as Abram waited for the Lord a deep sleep feel upon him

And this happens all the time to me

I lay down to meet the Lord in prayer and a “deep sleep” falls upon me

I teasing, but isn’t it so true

That often times a sleep falls upon us when we desire to do the will of God

But here it was of the Lord

That the Lord might appear to him in a dream

And it says that as he fell asleep

That a horror and a great darkness fell upon him

Some have said it was the enemy trying to make him afraid

Others have said it was the dread of all that was about to be revealed

The things that would happen to his descendants before they would enter the land

And that would seem to fit better given the context

And so as he is asleep

13 Then He said to Abram: “Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. 14 And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 

That the LORD is telling Abraham that his descendants are going to go down to Egypt 

And they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 

We know, from the Book of Exodus, that the sojourn in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years. 

Funny but some have said there’s a contradiction

It says here 400 yrs but there 430

Well even if you don’t allow for usuing general terms and round numbers as we often do

If you were to look even closer you would see it really is quite accurate

Because if you read carefully it says they will be afflicted four hundred years. 

And the first thirty years they had good treatment because Joseph was next to the Pharaoh in command. 

It wasn't until after Joseph died that they began to be afflicted.

And it really was 400 yrs of affliction and 30 yrs of grace

None the less the Lord reveals to Abram about his descendants and about the land to which they will go

That surely as they were in Egypt the Isrealites would know

That after these 400 yrs of affliction the Lord will deliver us into the land promised to Abram

And that He would judge Egypt as He had said

Yet funny how so many lived in unbelief

When the Lord had revealed so plainly what He was going to do

Then the Lord goes on and tells Abram

15 Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. 16 But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”

We know that it wasn't long after Abram died 

That Joseph was sold by his brothers and ended up in Egypt

And that after that the famine sent the brothers there looking for food

And that under Joseph they all came down

The whole family of seventy souls ended up down into Egypt

During that sojourn they multiplied and became a nation in Egypt 

Before God brought them out with a heavy hand and back to the promised land.

And here we see how long it is for a “biblical” generation

Here, in this passage, it is one hundred years. 

If you go to the geneological records, you will find that Levi, one of the sons of Jacob, was in Egypt. Moses is the fourth generation from Levi and so, just as the LORD said to Abraham 

“In the fourth generation; they shall come back into the land again”. 

When they come back, they are going to wipe out the Amorites

If you recall from Joshua 10 it was the battle in which the Sun stood still

And the five kings of the Amorites were defeated

but the time for the judgment of the Amorites was not fulfilled at the time of Abraham.

The Amorites were only one of the nations of the Canaanites, 

but were a very strong and powerful one, 

And they are probably mentioned here because they were the ones that Abram dwelt amongst

And it would seem that there were some good men among them, 

such as those who were the allies of Abram

and obviously they had not arrived to that depth of wickedness they afterwards would and did

Which brought on their ruin, and so made way for the posterity of Abram to inherit their land. 

Sometimes people will say that it seems harsh that God took away their land and gave it to the Israelites

But the truth of the matter is

That they threw away the land by their wickedness

And the Lord just blessed the Israelites with the land that was left after they were judged

What is interesting is how it says, but not yet, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete

That it shows how God is so long suffering as He deals with man

I can't understand it. 

He is so patient that I get upset sometimes. 

All the abused children we have seen

All the horrible things that people do

You read about these people who are exploiting kids

Traveling across the globe to molest children

Child pornography fills the internet

Society glories that which is evil

All these people that do such things and the people that approve of them

Makes you wonder how long God is going to put up with them. 

How violent and wicked can man become before God steps in and judges? 

Well we see here that the judgment of God is coming, though it may seem to be delayed. 

Here God was patient with the Amorites, 

saying, the children of Israel wouldn't come back from Egypt for four hundred years; 

because, the iniquity of the Amorites was not yet full.

We are told in the Book of Revelation that the cup of the indignation of His wrath finally overflows. 

The cup is being filled, 

but man thinks he is getting by with his wickedness because God has not intervened. 

They tragically misinterpret that as: 

God doesn't see; or God doesn't care or the most blasphemous of all, God approves. 

It amazes me that there are churches that will say that God approves of homosexuality

That the sin of Sodom was inhospitality

And that it really is ok to be gay

But God is patient even to the point that we cannot understand

And probably a good thing that He is or there would probably be no hope for us, AMEN

He's so patient and He was giving the Amorites time, 

another four hundred years in the land

in order that they might continue until the cup of indignation was full 

and then His judgment and His wrath was poured out. 

As the children of Israel came into the land, they were ordered to utterly destroy the Amorites. 

Up until this moment, the iniquity of the world is not yet complete; 

but, I don't see how it can go much further. 

When the cup is full, God will exercise His powerful judgment on an unsuspecting world.

And we see that in the Revelation, the time of the great Tribulation

As peter tells us in 2 Pet 3:3

3 remember this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.” 5 For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water, 6 by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water. 7 But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

That yes God is long suffering

But there will come and end

When the cup of wrath is filled to overflowing

And judgment will come

Even as it did to the Canaanites

So the Lord foretells of this time to come

And then it says in verse 17

17 And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, that behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between those pieces.

That when people would make a covenant in this way we described

They would cut the animal in half and lay it out opposite each other 

Then they would pass between the pieces in a circle eight. 

This bound them to the covenant that was made. 

There is a reference in the 34th chapter of Jeremiah and the 18th verse, 

of this covenant that was established by passing through animals. 

Abraham is saying, "How shall I know that I shall inherit it?" 

God says, "I will make a covenant with you and seal the promise I gave you."

Typifying that God was passing through the pieces.

It has been said that it was only God that passed through because it was an unconditional covenant

God made it to Abram

There was nothing Abram had to do

Therefore only God passed through the pieces of the covenant

Hebrew says 

13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, 14 saying, “Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you.” 15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. 16 For men indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is for them an end of all dispute. 17 Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 18 that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us.
That because there was no greater thing to make a covenant with

God made the covenant with Himself to Abram

There would be no need to fear a failure of the promise

Because it was based on God and not on Abram

So as it got dark, Abraham saw this burning torch and smoking oven passing between the pieces, 

God was establishing the covenant

Interesting that as the Lord would lead the children out of Egypt to fulfill this covenant

That He would appear to them as a smoking cloud by day and a pillar of fire like a torch by night

That it was the God of the covenant that would lead them back to this land

And it ends there saying

18 On the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying:

“To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates— 19 the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”

That here God had promised and that God would fulfill

In Abrams fear

The Lord said “Abram I am your shield and exceedingly great reward”

Abram asked Lord what will be my reward

And the Lord showed Abram

Abram, I am your reward

The seed that was promised will come from your descendants

And that seed will be the Son of the Highest

He will sit upon the throne of His father David

Yet He will be God in the flesh

Emmanuel, God with us

And He will be called Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins

Abram, I will literally be your reward

In the form of a baby born in Bethlehem

That will be the real reward of all the world

What is your reward today

Is it riches, or fame, or pleasure

Gold, frankincense or myrrh

Or is it Jesus Christ

The great I am

A Savior born to reward those who would believe

Abraham looked forward and believed the promise of God. 

We, now, look back at the fulfillment of the promise in the coming of Jesus Christ. 

And to those that would believe

The reward will be that it will be accounted to them as righteousness

In the last chapter of the Bible Jesus says

12  behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me

In reality, to us who long for His appearing

Though He brings a reward

He is our shield and our exceedingly great reward

So come quickly Lord Jesus

Please come

