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Gen 34


“Living on the Edge”
We looked at last week how Jacob was “separated” by grace
How he was separated on that night that he wrestled with God

And he was separated from his brother as he came into the land

But we also saw how he was still separated from the promises of God

Because he camped outside the land

He dwelt there for a time in Succoth

And then later he moved on to Shechem
But he still had not gone to where the Lord had told him
He was “in the land” technically

But really not completely

He was living on the edge of what God had shown him
In the land, but not where he should be

Following after the Lord, but distantly…He had not “entered in”
Maybe satisfied with the fact that he had “seen God”

And he had been named “Israel”

And he had his little alter there in Shechem called “El Elohe Israel”

And that was fine

Like so many who can say “they’ve seen the Lord”

They are “saved” they say

They are now called “Christians”

And they have the stickers or fishies on their cars to prove it
And the visit their alter at church when they can

And it’s fine

But in reality they are living on the edge

Technically they are “in”

But really not completely

They have a lot of other things that they are concerned about

And they follow after the Lord, but distantly

Because there are so many other important things in life that keep them from entering in
Well unfortunately

What we see is that only brings problems

Because we are more separated from the promises of God
Than we are from the ways of the world

And we see what happens as we start off here in verse1
Now Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to see the daughters of the land.

That here we meet Dinah

No doubt a young lady, maybe still in her teens

And though she is from the family of “Israel” (governed by God)

What do we see transpires?

She went out to see the daughters of the land

She was attracted by the things of the city

She wanted to meet others “like her”

But the problem is that you will not find others “like you” in the world if you are “governed by God” 
Or at least you won’t find those that are like what you should be

You may find others that are just lookin for a good time

You may find others that don’t care about the things of God

You may find many who are “livin on the edge”, lookin for a thrill, wanting it all, just goin for it
But you won’t find any that are where they should be

And far to often the young Christian is livin on the edge
And goes out to see the daughters of the land

And then find out that they are stuck in a bad position

We see what happens in verse 2
 2 And when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, prince of the country, saw her, he took her and lay with her, and violated her.
That as she is hanging out with the daughters of the land

We see that she is seen by this “prince” (formerly an artist called prince)
And he takes her and lays with her and violates her (he rapes her)

And we don’t know exactly what Dinah was doing

But she definitely was not where she was supposed to be
Not to say she is to blame for Shechem’s behavior

But that she didn’t have to put her self in that place of problems

Not only was her family on the edge of the promises of God

But now as she goes into town she is on the edge of disaster
You see it is not very far from living on the edge with God to fallin off the edge into the world

That there are many pitfalls and dangers out there

And they are never closer at hand then when we are living on the edge
And when we go off to explore the world or “experience life”
They are nothing but excuses to wander away from the Lord

So we see that Dinah now falls into trouble as she ventures into the wrong place

Away from the protection of Israel so that she could visit the daughters of the land

And alls it does is “land her” in problems as she wanders away from those who are governed by God
And she ends up taken by this prince and violated
Then we see this interesting account of what transpires after that

And really it is an account of “living on the edge”

And life with those you’ll find there

So verse 3 tells us about Shechem and says
3 His soul was strongly attracted to Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the young woman and spoke kindly to the young woman. 4 So Shechem spoke to his father Hamor, saying, “Get me this young woman as a wife.”

That this is “living on the edge”

Living in the carnal self-centered love of the world

A “love” that takes for itself at the cost of others

We see he “took her” and “violated” her

But he loved her and spoke kindly to her

And we can look and say “Gosh, he loved her and spoke kindly to her, so it must have been a good thing”

Maybe she just didn’t understand how much he cared and only “felt violated”

But the truth of the matter was regardless of what “she was doing”, He took her and violated her

He took advantage of her, he raped her, 
It was WRONG
And what we must understand is that this carnal love will “be kind” as long as it is beneficial

But will also take and violate without thought if that serves its selfish needs

Because it is a self-centered, self-seeking, self-serving love

That really is nothing more than a love of self

To many relationships are based on this kind of love

Where as they are dating there is a giving and a kindness

Because they are hoping to get something, to gain something 

That it is much better than being alone

So why not do a few things to assure your own happiness

But after a while when reality begins to set in and they do not get it their way all the time

That there are things do not make them happy

Then comes the taking and the violation so they can get their way

And it shows the real heart of the one that does it

That the “love” that was shown was a self love not a true love

And is only kind as long as it is benefited and then it turns bad
But Paul tells us in 1Cor 13:4-5

That true love suffers long and is kind; that love does not envy; does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil

But far too many ignore the signs and get stuck in this kind of relationship

Because they’re not keeping themselves in the love of God

But are “living on the edge” of the things of God

And they end up living on the edge of love
Because the only love apart from God is that carnal self-seeking kind of love
And that is what we see in Shechem and in his generous but carnal offer
And after these things occur we see the reactions in verse 5
5 And Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter. Now his sons were with his livestock in the field; so Jacob held his peace until they came.
That we see that Jacob hears

And what does he do?

He does nothing…

And at times this can be a good thing

That something occurs and you “hold your peace” until you think it through

You pray about and you determine what the LORD would want you to do

But we don’t see Jacob here “holding his peace” for prayer

But we see it because of fear

It says he held his peace because “his sons were in the field”

And he held it until they came

It wasn’t that he was seeking God, but he was seeking the mob

Because he had the fear of man

And when you are living on the edge of the things of God 

You often live on the edge of fear

Because you know you are not where you should be

The bible says the fear of man brings a snare

But whoever trusts in the Lord shall be safe

And you don’t need to wait for reinforcements to do what is right

What is right doesn’t change with might
In fact it might just cause a bigger fight

Best to be the salt and light

Or like stars that shine at night
Because trusting the LORD is outta sight
And your spirit will take to flight, when you do what you know is right (
And that comes from fully “entering in” to the things of God, 

Keeping yourself in the love of God
Because there is nothing exciting about living on the edge

When it’s living on the edge of things of the Living God

Then we see in verse 6

6  Hamor the father of Shechem went out to Jacob to speak with him. 7 And the sons of Jacob came in from the field when they heard it; and the men were grieved and very angry, because he had done a disgraceful thing in Israel by lying with Jacob’s daughter, a thing which ought not to be done.
That now as Hamor comes to talk to Jacob

The sons of Jacob hear about it and they come in from the field

And when they find out what happened they are grieved and very angry

And rightly so because of this wicked thing that was done

It was a disgraceful thing

And it ought not to be done in Israel or any place else for that matter

But what do you expect from those who live outside of the things of God

And in whose midst you find yourself too often when you are living on the edge

So we see what Hamor has to say about these things in verse 8
 8 But Hamor spoke with them, saying, “The soul of my son Shechem longs for your daughter. Please give her to him as a wife. 9 And make marriages with us; give your daughters to us, and take our daughters to yourselves. 10 So you shall dwell with us, and the land shall be before you. Dwell and trade in it, and acquire possessions for yourselves in it.”

11 Then Shechem said to her father and her brothers, “Let me find favor in your eyes, and whatever you say to me I will give. 12 Ask me ever so much dowry and gift, and I will give according to what you say to me; but give me the young woman as a wife.”

That there is no admitting of what was wrong
Not acknowledging of the evil done

No apology for the behavior of his son

Because they usually don’t see it as wrong

As a matter of fact, they see that it can be a benefit

You see, since my son loves her after he raped her

It can be for the best because we can buy and sell things together

You guys can live here and acquire possessions

Purchase some land and settle down

And everything will work out just fine

So no harm, no foul

Besides he wants to marry her and he will do anything to have her

But again, that’s the key

He will do anything “to have her”, to “possess” her, to “control” her

Because it’s not “for her”, but really for “him”

Because in his carnal self seeking way he will do these things as long as she pleases him

Even doing whatever he wants to her as long as he is pleased

Because such is the nature of the worlds love

But the sons of Jacob are not swayed
They understood that this was not right
That their manner of negotiating the arrangement of the marriage was an insult 

That they acted as if money and marriage could make Dinah’s disgrace go away.

Or that their offer could make that which was wrong seem right

But it wasn’t

Not to mention that they had a responsibility to stay separated from the peoples of this land

That intermarriage with the Canaanites could prove especially harmful for this family
And with their destiny in God’s redemptive plan.

So they had just cause to not accept the offer from Shechem and his father
But what do we see they do in verse 13
13 But the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his father, and spoke deceitfully, because he had defiled Dinah their sister. 14 And they said to them, “We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one who is uncircumcised, for that would be a reproach to us. 15 But on this condition we will consent to you: If you will become as we are, if every male of you is circumcised, 16 then we will give our daughters to you, and we will take your daughters to us; and we will dwell with you, and we will become one people. 17 But if you will not heed us and be circumcised, then we will take our daughter and be gone.”

That instead of standing up for what is right
They do that which is wrong

That because Shechem had defiled their sister… they spoke deceitfully

That because they were living on the edge

And influenced by the ways of the world

It was acceptable to do right wrongly

That the ends justified the means

That two wrongs could make it right

Or that justice could be brought about through deceit

And it can’t

Nor is it pleasing to God
In fact Paul said it better to be wronged than to do wrong

In 1Cor 6 he said at verse 7

7 Now therefore, it is already an utter failure for you that you go to law against one another. Why do you not rather accept wrong? Why do you not rather let yourselves be cheated? 8 No, you yourselves do wrong and cheat, and you do these things to your brethren! …And this is to your shame

How sad it is when the righteous act so unrighteously
When we do things that are wrong so the we might prove what is right

Peter said in 1Pet 4:15

15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people’s matters. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.

Not dealing deceitfully, not acting ashamedly

Not lying to them because he lay with her
But living on the edge is a place of compromise

And because they are not completely following the LORD or the world
They are stuck somewhere in the middle

Fighting evil with evil

Or carnality with carnal means

And it just can’t be done

Maybe it was harder because their father didn’t stand for anything

And so the sons take things into their own hands

Maybe if Jacob had put his foot down and told Hamor what was done was an abomination

And that he would not agree to those terms

That there needs to be punishment for what was done

And that regardless of what you say we will take our daughter and be gone

Maybe if Jacob stood up for what was right and stood against what was wrong
Maybe if he didn’t fear man, because he knew the fear of the LORD
Maybe if he entered in instead of walking around
Maybe things would have turned out differently

But instead Simeon and Levi devise this deceitful plan

And worse yet they cover it over with spiritual words

And use the covenant sign of God as a thing of deception
They felt justified because the men of Shechem treated their sister as a prostitute (Genesis 34:31), 

But they prostituted the sign of God’s covenant for their own murderous purpose.

And unfortunately they are successful and verse 18 tells us

And their words pleased Hamor and Shechem, Hamor’s son. 19 So the young man did not delay to do the thing, because he delighted in Jacob’s daughter. He was more honorable than all the household of his father.

20 And Hamor and Shechem his son came to the gate of their city, and spoke with the men of their city, saying: 21 “These men are at peace with us. Therefore let them dwell in the land and trade in it. For indeed the land is large enough for them. Let us take their daughters to us as wives, and let us give them our daughters. 22 Only on this condition will the men consent to dwell with us, to be one people: if every male among us is circumcised as they are circumcised. 23 Will not their livestock, their property, and every animal of theirs be ours? Only let us consent to them, and they will dwell with us.” 24 And all who went out of the gate of his city heeded Hamor and Shechem his son; every male was circumcised, all who went out of the gate of his city.

That we see that Simeon and Levi had lived on the edge long enough

They knew how to woo the world

They knew all the right things to say

The things that were appealing and pleasing

So much so that we see that Hamor and Shechem go on and sell all the other people on the idea

That alls they have to do is this one little thing

And look at all the things that you will gain

And it is once again amazing what the world will do for wealth and sex

That a whole city submits to circumcision so that they can take their daughters as wives 
And that their livestock, their property, and every animal as their own

Again amazing what people will do for something that pleases them

Sometimes even doing the right thing for all the wrong reasons
And here they are circumcised not as a covenant to God

But as a way to wealth and sensual pleasures

And all because the sons of Jacob were deceitful 

Then we see in verse 25
25 Now it came to pass on the third day, when they were in pain, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, each took his sword and came boldly upon the city and killed all the males. 26 And they killed Hamor and Shechem his son with the edge of the sword, and took Dinah from Shechem’s house, and went out. 27 The sons of Jacob came upon the slain, and plundered the city, because their sister had been defiled. 28 They took their sheep, their oxen, and their donkeys, what was in the city and what was in the field, 29 and all their wealth. All their little ones and their wives they took captive; and they plundered even all that was in the houses.

That we see living on the edge of things of God

Has them now living by the edge of the sword

They have spent so many years on the edge of the land

And so many years on the edge of the world

That the lines between the two become very blurred

And soon the children of God are using the means of carnal men

They now are less honorable than Shechem

Because they deceived that they might kill

They act as cowards and weaklings and take advantage of incapacitated men

Rather than trusting in the Living God

We have looked at before how Jonathan the son of King Saul

Had taken only his armor bearer with him (just them two like Simeon and Levi)

And they went against the uncircumcised Philistines that were as many as the sand of the sea

It says in 1 Sam 14

6 Then Jonathan said to the young man who bore his armor, “Come, let us go over to the garrison of these uncircumcised; it may be that the Lord will work for us. For nothing restrains the Lord from saving by many or by few.” 7 So his armorbearer said to him, “Do all that is in your heart. Go then; here I am with you, according to your heart.” 8 Then Jonathan said, “Very well, let us cross over to these men, and we will show ourselves to them. 9 If they say thus to us, ‘Wait until we come to you,’ then we will stand still in our place and not go up to them. 10 But if they say thus, ‘Come up to us,’ then we will go up. For the Lord has delivered them into our hand, and this will be a sign to us.”

11 So both of them showed themselves to the garrison of the Philistines. And the Philistines said, “Look, the Hebrews are coming out of the holes where they have hidden.” 12 Then the men of the garrison called to Jonathan and his armorbearer, and said, “Come up to us, and we will show you something.”

Jonathan said to his armorbearer, “Come up after me, for the Lord has delivered them into the hand of Israel.” 13 And Jonathan climbed up on his hands and knees with his armorbearer after him; and they fell before Jonathan. And as he came after him, his armorbearer killed them. 14 That first slaughter which Jonathan and his armorbearer made was about twenty men within about half an acre of land.
And that day there was great victory in Israel

And all the glory was to God

Because the LORD had given it despite the odds

But here we see that it was to Gods shame because it was done deceitfully by carnal means

Which is so often the case when we take things into our hands instead of leaving them in the LORDs

And is often the way of those living on the edge

30 Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have troubled me by making me obnoxious among the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites; and since I am few in number, they will gather themselves together against me and kill me. I shall be destroyed, my household and I.”

That here we finally see Jacob speak up

But it is a little to little and a little to late

And he doesn’t even say anything about their behavior
Only how it affected him

You have trouble “me”

By making me stink to the neighbors

But Jacob didn’t seem to care about what they did to name of God

That they were living on the edge

And as much as they were living in the world

They still represented the name of God

Remember Jacob had come to Shechem and built an alter
That after he bought the parcel of land, where he had pitched his tent, from the children of Hamor, Shechem’s father, for one hundred pieces of money. 20 Then he erected an altar there and called it El Elohe Israel.

That to those in Shechem they were the ones that knew the LORD
That proclaimed His named

They built His alter

They wore t-shirts with His name

And had ichthus on the back of their lambs

They were known for knowing Him
But to Jacob it was of no concern that they had caused God to become obnoxious to the land around them
He was still only concerned with his own safety

Worried now that he was in danger

Not realizing that he had set the example by living on the edge 

Dr. Donald Barnhouse said
“Jacob! You brought that trouble on yourself. You passed your own deceitful nature into your boys. You set them a constant example of guile. They heard you lie to Esau at Peniel and start northwest after he went southeast. They saw your interest in the fat pastures when you pitched your tent in Shechem. You said nothing when Dinah was violated . . . Talk to God about your own sin before talking to these boys about theirs.” 
That though Jacob blamed them, 
He had really set the stage by his decisions
Because he camped outside the land

He dwelt there for a time in Succoth

And then he finally moved on to Shechem

But he still had not gone to where the Lord had told him

He was “in the land” technically

But really not completely

He was living on the edge

In the land but not where he should be

Following after the Lord but distantly

And so when he rebukes his children it doesn’t bare much weight
In fact, we see in their response their rebelliousness from living on the edge
It says in verse 31

31 But they said, “Should he treat our sister like a harlot?”

That rather than being convicted by their heinous behavior

They instead are belligerent

They justify their cause by stating their case

That because they treated her like harlot

It was ok for them to act as murderers

They didn’t know how to walk with the LORD

And allow Him to be their avenger

Because they lived on the edge
And not under His arms

And that doesn’t mean that Shechem’s behavior should be ignored as Jacob did

That if he would have dealt righteously with Shechem in the first place
Maybe this all could have been avoided

If the sin was squarely dealt with it might have extinguished the fire

But because Jacob lived on the edge of the things of God

And wouldn’t stand for what was right

We see his sons get involved in what is wrong

Later it would cause Jacob to pass them over in the blessing

Saying “Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel”
But the problem was really that in their hearts the LORD didn’t rule
Jacob had wrestled with God

He has had his named changed

But he was still not where God wanted him

And so once again

He’s moving on whether he wants to or not

Because he is skirting around the things of God rather then entering in
There is nothing exciting about living on the edge

When it’s living on the edge of things of the Living God

We need to just fully “enter in” to what He has for us
Keeping ourselves in the love of God, as Jude, says

Looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life

And staying away from the edge
