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Gen 47




“Sojourn with the Son”
Well as we have been going through Genesis
We have seen the terrible struggles of this family from whom would come the promised Messiah

That we know that the Christ would come from the tribe of Judah, the son of Jacob

Yet we see the incredible difficulty that they go through in this process

That the blessing that would be birthed from the tribe of Judah

Came with much labor and travail even as a baby comes into the world…and that seemed fitting because
I was just with one of our ladies who gave birth to a precious baby girl on Friday

And as we were talking she said “I’ve already forgot all the pain of the pregnancy as I hold my baby”
And I said that’s like the Bible tells us

21 A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for the joy of that child

And I said it reminds us…
the anguish of this life will soon be forgotten when we are welcomed into the joy of our new life

And I think that this is what we see a picture of here

That as they come through these difficulties
And as Joseph had revealed who he was and brought his family down from Canaan

They now enter in to this time of great rejoicing
That they have come down from the Promised Land

And down to the land of Egypt

And you may say, but John

Isn’t the Promised Land symbolic of heaven and Egypt of the world?

And I would say “Yep”

And you may say “Then how can they enter a time of great rejoicing entering into Egypt 

rather than the Promised Land?”
And the answer is because they “Sojourn with the son”

That yes they may be in the land of Egypt

But they are there because of the son

That Joseph brought them down, remember in Chapter 45 he said
9 “Hurry and go up to my father, and say to him, “God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not tarry. 10 You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near to me, you and your children, your children’s children, your flocks and your herds, and all that you have. 11 There I will provide for you,

So here they are “in the land” of Egypt but not “of it”

They are foreigners and strangers in the land

There because of the son whom God has made lord of all things

And we even see as we enter in to verse 1 it says
Then Joseph went and told Pharaoh, and said, “My father and my brothers, their flocks and their herds and all that they possess, have come from the land of Canaan; and indeed they are in the land of Goshen.” 2 And he took five men from among his brothers and presented them to Pharaoh. 3 Then Pharaoh said to his brothers, “What is your occupation?”

And they said to Pharaoh, “Your servants are shepherds, both we and also our fathers.” 4 And they said to Pharaoh, “We have come to dwell in the land, because your servants have no pasture for their flocks, for the famine is severe in the land of Canaan. Now therefore, please let your servants dwell in the land of Goshen.”

That it is the son, Joseph, who intercedes
It says “Joseph” came to Pharaoh

They didn’t come on their own, but the son was with them

And what is it that the son does, but makes all of the arrangements, he prepares a place for them
And remember last week chapter 46 ended with Joseph teaching them what to say

That though it would be offensive to the Egyptians (because they can’t stand shepherds)
That they are to stand firm on the truth and tell them as he said

Even as we are to stand firm with what the Son tells us to say
And know that He will be the One that is there with us and for us even when they can’t stand us
And notice it says and “indeed they are in the land of Goshen”
What is interesting is that the name “Goshen” in the Hebrew means “drawing near”

That as they are there in Egypt to be with the son

They are in the land of “drawing near”

And if we want to know how we can be blessed in this world as we sojourn with the Son

It is when we stay in the land of “drawing near”

That He says “Draw near to me and I will draw to near to you”

Come to be with Me and I will be with you

So that we will be together, for I will never leave you nor forsake you
Then it says that they say to Pharaoh
We have come to dwell in the land

And it is unfortunate that the NKJV uses the word “dwell”

Because the word in the Hebrew “goor” in the sense and tense actually means to sojourn
To dwell for a time, stay temporarily

And so in the King James it says “For to sojourn in the land are we come”

And I think that is important because it is a frame of mind that we need

That they didn’t say to come and “stay” in the land, but to sojourn

To dwell for a time, stay temporarily

The bible tells us concerning the fathers: Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; 
that they dwelled as strangers and pilgrims on this earth. 
We don't belong to this earth, we are just passing through. 
We are strangers and pilgrims here. 
It is sad when we start feeling at home in this corrupted society. 
The more I read the newspaper and see the news, the more I realize that I am an alien. 
I don't belong in this mess. 
I am a stranger and a pilgrim here, 
I am just passing through looking for that city whose maker and builder is God. 
I am going to “dwell” in the house of the Lord forever.

But this is just a “Sojourn with the Son”

Then it says in verse 5
5 Then Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying, “Your father and your brothers have come to you. 6 The land of Egypt is before you. Have your father and brothers dwell in the best of the land; let them dwell in the land of Goshen. And if you know any competent men among them, then make them chief herdsmen over my livestock.”

That as the son intercedes for them

We see the response is that they get “the best of the land”

That that is what’s before them if they will dwell in Goshen

Not “sojourn” in Goshen, but “dwell” in Goshen

Settling down in the land of “drawing near to Him” as you “Sojourn with the Son”
And then all the best is before you, because He is with you

That Joseph saved the world around him by knowing to store up the grain for the famine that would come

But more than just saved the world

The best of what he had was for those who drew near to him

And it says that Pharaoh said

That if there are competent ones among them

Put them in charge of my livestock

That if they are like Joseph then even the world will recognize that they are useful

That this is the type of employee I want

This is the best student I have

This is the most trustworthy person I know

Because you “Sojourn with the Son” and draw near to Him and people can see it (or the should)
Then it says in verse 7

7 Then Joseph brought in his father Jacob and set him before Pharaoh; and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8 Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How old are you?”

9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my pilgrimage are one hundred and thirty years; few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they have not attained to the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage.” 10 So Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from before Pharaoh.

That here we see that as Joseph bring his father Jacob before Pharaoh 

It says Pharaoh looks at him and says “MAN, how old are you!”

Now realize that the average age of death for workers were in the 30s and for the elite in the 60s
And that many Pharaohs died very young

So here you have this guy come in that is already twice as old as anyone the Pharaoh had ever seen

This must have been quite a meeting. 

The old patriarch that God has chosen to bring forth the nation that will bring forth the Messiah into the world, is Meeting with the chief potentate of the world, Pharaoh of Egypt.

And as the Pharaoh asks, what is Jacob’s response but I have only been around a short time

Few and difficult have been my days and I aint half as old as my Daddy
That Jacob basically says he has had a rough life but it is short compared with eternity

That he acknowledges that this is a sojourn, a pilgrimage to somewhere else

That he is here to Sojourn with the son but that his days here will eventually be done

That we don't belong here, we are just passing through. 
There is an eternity that we are living and looking for. 
The person who lives for today is a fool. 
The wise man lives and looks for eternity.

Jesus said, "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal; But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth or rust doth corrupt and where thieves do not break through nor steal; For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." 

Then it says Jacob blessed Pharaoh

That here is a guy who is king of the greatest nation of the world
And this old man, who is just a shepherd, blesses him. 
We are told that Melchizedek blessed Abraham and, surely, the lesser is blessed by the greater; 
And this old shepherd, that God had chosen to be the means to bring the Messiah into the world, 
is greater in the eyes of God than the king of the greatest empire of the world in that day.

And we see Pharaoh acknowledged Jacob was a man of God by accepting his blessing. 
That in the Egyptian religion, Pharaoh himself was thought to be a god. 
They considered Pharaoh the human embodiment of Ra, the sun god. 
This means that it was remarkable that he allowed Israel to bestow a blessing on him.

But obviously it was because of what he has seen in the son

It was because of what the LORD had done

Then it says in verse 11

11 And Joseph situated his father and his brothers, and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. 12 Then Joseph provided his father, his brothers, and all his father’s household with bread, according to the number in their families.
That we see that the son provides for them as he said he would
That he situated them and provided for them according to the number of their families

Not just arbitrarily or extravagantly but wisely, he gave them just what they needed

Even as Jesus provides for us not to much, not to little, but exactly what is needed

And notice it says that he provided them with bread

And then verse 13 says

13 Now there was no bread in all the land; for the famine was very severe, so that the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan languished because of the famine. 14 And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, for the grain which they bought; and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh’s house.
That what most people miss is the fact that Joseph provided bread for all his family
When there was no bread in all the land of Egypt

That the famine was very severe

And people used up all their money and still there was a shortage of bread

But in all his fathers house there was bread

And we can rest assured that when there is a famine in the land

Despite whatever is happening around us

No matter what everyone else lacks

That in our Father’s house there will be enough
He will always provide enough to see us through our journey
As we sojourn with the son

Then it says in verse 15

15 So when the money failed in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came to Joseph and said, “Give us bread, for why should we die in your presence? For the money has failed.”

16 Then Joseph said, “Give your livestock, and I will give you bread for your livestock, if the money is gone.” 17 So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for the horses, the flocks, the cattle of the herds, and for the donkeys. Thus he fed them with bread in exchange for all their livestock that year.

That we see what we all learn eventually
That money fails

That in the case as is here they just ran out

There was not enough to sustain through the famine 

So now they came and gave their possessions instead (their horses and donkeys and sheep)

Whatever they could to get the food the needed

But in the larger sense we all come to that point at some time in our life

That we realize that the money failed

That money can’t buy the most important things in life
Some learn early and stop pursuing it and find real treasures

But some learn way to late and find themselves on the death bed finally realizing that “the money failed”
It couldn’t preserve their life, it couldn’t bring love, and it can’t save their soul

And they would give every thing they have to change that now

Because they realized, the money failed
But Joseph takes care of them

And we see here they extend themselves for one more year by selling to Joseph all they had

And then it says in verse 18

18 When that year had ended, they came to him the next year and said to him, “We will not hide from my lord that our money is gone; my lord also has our herds of livestock. There is nothing left in the sight of my lord but our bodies and our lands. 19 Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land for bread, and we and our land will be servants of Pharaoh; give us seed, that we may live and not die, that the land may not be desolate.”

20 Then Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for every man of the Egyptians sold his field, because the famine was severe upon them. So the land became Pharaoh’s. 21 And as for the people, he moved them into the cities, from one end of the borders of Egypt to the other end. 22 Only the land of the priests he did not buy; for the priests had rations allotted to them by Pharaoh, and they ate their rations which Pharaoh gave them; therefore they did not sell their lands.

23 Then Joseph said to the people, “Indeed I have bought you and your land this day for Pharaoh. Look, here is seed for you, and you shall sow the land. 24 And it shall come to pass in the harvest that you shall give one-fifth to Pharaoh. Four-fifths shall be your own, as seed for the field and for your food, for those of your households and as food for your little ones.”

25 So they said, “You have saved our lives; let us find favor in the sight of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh’s servants.” 26 And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt to this day, that Pharaoh should have one-fifth, except for the land of the priests only, which did not become Pharaoh’s.
That after that year ended
There situation was not improved

And now they had nothing left with which to bargain

So they offer their land and their lives in exchange for food

And it says that Joseph bout all the land for Pharaoh and all the people became his servants

And he moved them into the cities from one end of the land to the other

What a picture this is of the bondage to this world

That if you work for the world it will eventually own you

Your possessions, your land and eventually your very life

Because all your treasure are here

And as you lay up for yourselves treasures on the earth, 

Where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal

You will find that that is where you heart is bound up also and there will be no redeeming it

And the next thing you know you’ll be paying taxes (
Cuz that’s what we see here

That Joseph enacted a tax of 20%, but the government took care of you. 
That’s not such a bad deal. 
If you figured all the various property taxes, sales taxes, and income tax.
You’ll find that your tax rate is much higher than the 20% that they had to pay. 
And they didn’t have to pay for the land because it belonged to Pharaoh

I guess in essence…they got to keep 80 percent of the profits

But the bottom line was that things got worse and worse

As the difficulties continue in the days of famine

The food was gone, the possessions were gone, the property was gone, and now they were servants

That the world had chewed them up and spit them out
They became poorer and poorer until they were bondage to Pharaoh

But in contrast to that in verse 27

27 So Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen; and they had possessions there and grew and multiplied exceedingly.
That while the rest of the land had troubles

Israel didn’t have troubles like the rest

That as the people of Egypt grew poorer and poorer

The people of God grew and multiplied exceedingly

That as the statisticians and pollsters came about and tried to figure out what was going on, they couldn’t

Why is the per capita income greater in Goshen than in all the rest of the land

Why is the median survival rate among the Hebrews greater than that of the Egyptians
How can they have such great possessions when there isn’t even a Walmart built yet anywhere in Goshen

It just doesn’t make sense

We can’t put this on any chart

The demographics just don’t work

There is no logic to it

But that is because they don’t understand that it’s all in the name

That this is the land of Goshen

The land of “drawing near”
And the people in it are drawing near to the true and living God

The have come to “Sojourn with the son”

And yes this sons name is Joseph

But they are all the sons of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham 

Who was called out of the land of the Caldees to serve the almighty God

That it is all in the name

The name of the real Son with whom we sojourn

The One before which every knee will bow and every tongue confess that He is Lord
And though difficult times will come
Times of famine and pestilence of illness and death

Still if we dwell in the place of drawing near

Then we can rest assured that in our Father’s house there will be enough

He will provide enough to see us through our journey
As we sojourn with the son

We will see that this “family of Israel” will continue to grow and prosper for the next 400 years

That they will become the “nation of Israel” and fill the land

But despite all that
This is not their home

They are pilgrims and sojourners and have a promised land

They have come to sojourn with the son

And they look for a city whose builder and maker is God

That they will dwell in the house of the LORD forever

But they won’t dwell here forever
And because Jacob believes that

We see in verse 28

28 Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years. So the length of Jacob’s life was one hundred and forty-seven years. 29 When the time drew near that Israel must die, he called his son Joseph and said to him, “Now if I have found favor in your sight, please put your hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me. Please do not bury me in Egypt, 30 but let me lie with my fathers; you shall carry me out of Egypt and bury me in their burial place.”
And he said, “I will do as you have said.”

31 Then he said, “Swear to me.” And he swore to him. So Israel bowed himself on the head of the bed.
That after 17 years

When Israel knew that his death drew near

It says he called his son Joseph to him and made him swear

Do not leave me in this land

That this is not the place of my final rest

I want you to take me back to the place where our fathers are

To the place of our promises in God

That Jacob knew that our only true rest is in that fact

That when all is said and done

When all the things around us have failed

And all comes to that final hour

That the only thing that matters is that we have those promises in God

That whosoever confesses that Jesus Christ is LORD
Whosoever will sojourn with the Son

And dwell in the land of drawing near will be saved

Not that it is some magic name

Or something that can be figured out demographics and statisticians

But simple faith in the Son of God

That you can’t earn your way to heaven but He has paid the price to get you in

And it was a high price

One filled with much suffering for you and for me

But the Bible said for the joy that was set before Him He endured the cross though He despised the shame

That it was the joy of me and you with Him that got Him through

And we need to look to the same as we sojourn with Him each day

That as he said in John 16 there will be difficult times

20 Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; 

and you will be sorrowful… 

but your sorrow will be turned into joy. 

Even as the birth of little baby Lily reminds us

That right after that baby is born the anguish is no longer remembered because of the joy that is given

And we too on that day when we step into the new land

We will immediately forget the anguish of the sojourn to get there

Because of the joy of finally being there

And that joy no one can take from you
But it is only possible as we Sojourn with the Son
For in Him are all the promises we cling to

He is the One that has called us into the land

We are in this world but not of this world
For we are of God little children

So as 1John 2:28 tells us 

let us abide in Him that when He appears we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming
Indeed Lord PLEASE, 
Keep us in the land of Goshen
As we sojourn with the Son
