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Genesis 4:16-26


“The Presence of the LORD”

Last time in Genesis

We were looking at how Cain committed the first murder

When after the fall of man in the garden

That it did not take long

For this most heinous crime to occur

And there Abel was; dead!

Yet despite the fact that Cain was the murderer

That he was the sinner that did this thing

Still God did not wipe him out (God did not take him out)

But instead there were repercussions for that sin

As we read in previously in Genesis 4:11-12 where the LORD said 

So now you are cursed from the earth, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand. When you till the ground, it shall no longer yield its strength to you. A fugitive and a vagabond you shall be on the earth."

And as merciful as the LORD was to Cain
(in that his punishment was not sudden, instant, and even immediate death)

Still we see how Cain complains in Genesis 4:13  
As Cain said to the LORD, "My punishment is greater than I can bear!

Not even thinking about the spiritual implication
Only concerned with the worldly repercussions

He was afraid that he would not survive

So the LORD assured him that nobody would kill him in verse 15where it says

And the LORD said to him, "Therefore, whoever kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold." And the LORD set a mark on Cain, lest anyone finding him should kill him.

And this all said

To set the stage for today

So that we can see

That where the real problem began after the fall

Was not when the first murder occurred

But in verse 16 where we start today

And it says

Then Cain went out from the presence of the LORD and dwelt in the land of Nod on the east of Eden.
Though we see the act of Cain committing murder as such a terrible thing
(and it is, as is ALL sin)

But as we looked at last week

We need to come to grips with the reality that we ALL sin

Certainly we like to classify it as small sin and big sin

Their sin is worse than my sin

And “Oh but I would never commit THAT sin

(you fill in the blank with that sin that you like to compare yourself with so that you feel good about you)
When the reality of the situation is as Ezekiel 18 (4) says

The soul who sins shall surely die

That death (spiritual as well as physical) is the result of sin as it says in Romans 5:12  

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned--

So the fact that sin occurs is not the problem (should not be a shock)

It really is the norm (the status quo)

So much so, that God provided restitution

He came up with a resolution

There is a solution to the problem of sin

In fact, it is what we often talk about at this time of year

In the verses that we often hear

About the birth of Jesus (like in Matthew 1:20-21 where it says

Behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him (Joseph) in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins."

And so we know

That the purpose of Jesus being born was to “save His people from their sins."
This is why He came

This is what He was named

So that people would know

God saves! (Jesus is Yashua and it means “God saves”)

So Adam and Eve brought sin into the world

And Jesus came into the world to save us from sin

As Paul said in 1 Timothy 1:15  

This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.

Simple enough, right?

We sin

God saves

Bada bing Bada boom problem solved!
And it can be

For those who have turned to Jesus Christ

Who have realized as the scriptures say in Luke 2:11  

For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

You are saved from the power of sin

You are given eternal life in Jesus Christ

And all is good

EXCEPT

We have this continuing problem (We have this real problem)

Where we (just like we see with Cain)

Go out from the presence of the LORD

Though we know that He loves us

Though we know that there is salvation in no other name

Though we know

Though we know that there is salvation in no other name

Though we know in His presence is fullness of joy and at His right hand are pleasures forevermore.
Psalms 16:11  You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Still, we like sheep, we go astray, each one to his own way

And we go out from the presence of the LORD

And this is such a big problem

Because outside of the presence of the LORD there is no hope

There is no help

There is nothing

Which is even eluded to in that verse where it says

Then Cain went out from the presence of the LORD and dwelt in the land of Nod on the east of Eden.
Because the word “nod” is literally translated “wandering” and can mean “vagrancy”

To wander aimlessly (as Cain did East of Eden)

Somewhere, out there (that way)

Which is what happens when we “go out” from the presence of the LORD
Though we may have heard about

Maybe we may even know Him

But there is nothing out there when we leave His presence

It even says in verse 17

And Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. And he built a city, and called the name of the city after the name of his son--Enoch.
And we see that Cain got married

He had a child

And he built a city

But it didn’t help

It didn’t fix the problem

It did bring resolution

It didn’t fill the emptiness inside (and I know, because I have been there)

After my daughter died

I tried all these things

(another child, another marriage, another empire)

But still was eaten up inside by this emptiness, this lostness (I was in the land of Nod)

For 6 long years
Life went on

I tried to remake myself

I tried to find myself

But I was so lost

And it was so dark (in the animosity and bitterness and pain)

Which is what I see in the following verses where it says (18-24)

To Enoch was born Irad; and Irad begot Mehujael, and Mehujael begot Methushael, and Methushael begot Lamech. Then Lamech took for himself two wives: the name of one was Adah, and the name of the second was Zillah. And Adah bore Jabal. He was the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock. His brother's name was Jubal. He was the father of all those who play the harp and flute. And as for Zillah, she also bore Tubal-Cain, an instructor of every craftsman in bronze and iron. And the sister of Tubal-Cain was Naamah. Then Lamech said to his wives: "Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; Wives of Lamech, listen to my speech! For I have killed a man for wounding me, Even a young man for hurting me. If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold."
Cain’s children had children
And their children had children (5 more generations)

Becoming proficient in raising livestock, making music, and learning many different trades

(like I took up waterskiing, dirtbike riding, auto repair, machinest, marksman, gun collector, house builder
I amassed a wealth of skills and knowledge and money

But I was still empty

And worse than that I was so bitter (I was so angry and I was so hurt)

Many times I just wanted it to end

And I looked for many fights to try to make it end

And we see similar in the strange verse there at the end of what we just read

As Lamech said, 

For I have killed a man for wounding me, Even a young man for hurting me. 

If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold."
Where this “Lamech”

The fifth from Cain

Had got to the point where he would not only boast of the fact that he had killed a man for hurting him

But also would say
That if Cain was avenged sevenfold (as God said in verse 15 to show He valued Cain’s life)

That Lamech would be avenged seventy-fold because he valued no ones life

Because Lamech is essentially taking on here the role of God

(for it was God that said He would avenge)
As only God can rightfully say

Romans 12:19  Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.

So Lamech had gone so far from the presence of the Lord

That now he starts to act as if he is the Lord

And he now decides when life begins and when life ends

He now decided when a life is valuable (at 2 weeks gestation, 6 weeks, 9 months, even 1 month after)

Do you know that this year there was discussion by those who do not know the presence of the Lord

About the fact that it should be permissible to kill babies after they are born (journal of medical ethics)
W]hen circumstances occur after birth such that they would have justified abortion, what we call after-birth abortion should be permissible. … [W]e propose to call this practice ‘after-birth abortion’, rather than ‘infanticide,’ to emphasize that the moral status of the individual killed is comparable with that of a fetus … rather than to that of a child. Therefore, we claim that killing a newborn could be ethically permissible in all the circumstances where abortion would be. Such circumstances include cases where the newborn has the potential to have an (at least) acceptable life, but the well-being of the family is at risk.
Such is the way of those who wander in this world
Away from the presence of the Lord

Those who think they have the power of God over their lives or other lives

Who think they are masters of their own destinies

Like the foolish rich man in Luke 12:18-21  

Who said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry." 'But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?' "So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."

Such was once the life of us

Before we came to the presence of the Lord

But we who have come to Him
We who have found the true solution to the problems of life in Him

We who have found the forgiveness of sins in Him

We know

That though life is not perfect

It can be good

Though there are still problems

We can make it

Though there are set backs

He can build back a life worth living

As He restores the years and wipes away the tears

And so it says in Genesis 4:25-26 
And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth, "For God has appointed another seed for me instead of Abel, whom Cain killed." And as for Seth, to him also a son was born; and he named him Enosh. Then men began to call on the name of the LORD.

Though Abel was dead
And there was a deep hurt in the heart of Adam and Eve

We see that unto them was born another son

And they named him Seth (which means appointed)

Because they felt that God had blessed them with a son that was appointed to heal the hurts they had

And though you may think this strange

I know that it can be true

For such was my story

Because after the loss of all that I held dear
When in my hopelessness and emptiness and bitterness

I found the presence of the Lord

He appointed for me three beautiful boys who were born unto me

Boys who grew up in the presence of that Lord

Boys who have blessed me in the Lord

Boys who serve their Lord

And to my surprise

He brought the joy of my life back to me

In two little girls that He appointed to be a part of me

Little girls who wormed their way into that vacant place in my heart and made me whole

Girls who love the Lord

Girls who have grown so beautiful in the Lord

Girls who are a constant reminder of the goodness of the Lord to a sinner like me

Children who could never replace that which was lost

But children who could restore the hope and the love and the joy and the purpose of life in Christ
So that I could say that He did as it says in Joel 2:25

I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten

And I, like Adam and Eve
Have been blessed to watch them grow in maturity and stature 

As well as watching them grow up to call on the name of the LORD.
As some believe that the end of verse 26 is an indication of a group of people that called on the Lord

Or literally were called by the name of the LORD

And as for Seth, to him also a son was born; and he named him Enosh. Then men began to call on the name of the LORD.

That as we are called “Christians”
So they were called “the LORD’s people”

And what a joy to see the presence of the LORD in your children and your children’s children

Like we see with Seth and then with Enosh afterwards

To know that they know the importance of calling on the name of the LORD

To have them grow up to serve the Lord

No matter what happens

No matter what they do

They know as Romans 10:13 says 

"Whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved."

For the name of the Lord is salvation

Because the name of the Lord is Jesus

Which means salvation

And it is in His presence that we are saved

