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Gen 44



“Divine Nation”
Last time we were in Genesis 
We saw how the brothers were forced to take their youngest brother with them down to Egypt
How because of the famine that was upon the land
They had no choice but to go to Egypt for food

And because of the circumstances that the LORD had arranged

They could not go if the did not take Benjamin with them
That the LORD had providentially arranged that Joseph would be used to save their family

Though they rejected the deliverance through their younger brother

And ridiculed the dreams that God had given him

Still the LORD had a plan for this divine nation

And He had revealed it to Joseph through dreams and visions
He had foreseen that his family would bow down before him

He had been shown that the famine would come and consume the abundance

He know that they needed to store up the grain to preserve the nation

And the LORD had given him all this by divine revelation

In a sense you could say by divination

Because the term divination is defined as “divine knowledge”

1. A prediction uttered under divine inspiration.

2. Prophecy (or the pretense of prophecy) by supernatural means.

And though the Bible forbids divination

It is the seeking after this knowledge by occultic or other mystic means that is forbidden
That there are many examples of these false prophets using demonic means to try to foretell the future

And these are all totally against the LORD and an abomination to Him
But according to Easton’s Bible dictionary

Beyond these various forms of superstition and false religion, there are instances of divination on record in the Scriptures by which God was pleased to make known his will. 
(1.) There was divination by lot, by which, when resorted to in matters of moment, and with solemnity, God intimated his will (Josh. 7:13). The land of Canaan was divided by lot (Num. 26:55, 56); 
Achan's guilt was detected (Josh. 7:16-19), Saul was elected king (1 Sam. 10:20, 21), and Matthias chosen to the apostleship, by the solem lot (Acts 1:26). 

(2.) There was divination by dreams (Gen. 20:6; Deut. 13:1, 3; Judg. 7:13, 15; Matt. 1:20; 2:12, 13, 19, 22). This is illustrated in the history of Joseph (Gen. 41:25-32) and of Daniel (2:27; 4:19-28). 

(3.) There was also divination by the Urim and Thummim (Num. 27:21), and by the ephod. 

(4.) God was pleased sometimes to use direct vocal communications to men 
(Deut. 34:10; Ex. 3:4; 4:3; Deut. 4:14, 15; 1 Kings
19:12). He also communed with men from above the mercy-seat (Ex. 25:22), and at
the door of the tabernacle (Ex. 29:42, 43). 

(5.) Through his prophets God revealed himself, and gave intimations of his will 
(2 Kings 13:17; Jer. 51:63,


All considered “divination” according to the definition of the word
But the difference being that it was from the true and living God to His people
So when Joseph arranged it so that they could not return without their younger brother

He was working according to that revelation

And moving according to the LORD’s direction 

Working towards a divine nation by that divination
Knowing what the LORD was doing by specific revelation 

That He had given them the land of Canaan, that He promised to make them a great nation

But that their would be a great famine, and that somehow they would end up bowing to Joseph

Not that this was his desire or plan, but what the LORD had divinely revealed

And if you remember way back in Gen 15 when the LORD was making the covenant with Abram

That he divided the carcasses of an animal and the LORD passed through as a smoking oven\burning torch

Then it says in Gen 15:12 Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, horror and great darkness fell upon him. 13 Then He said to Abram: “Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. 14 And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions.

The LORD had foretold, He had shown what would be

And Joseph knew that he needed to get his family down there so that they might survive

But he also knew that his brothers despised and betrayed him

And probably wouldn’t trust him

Yet they are forced into a situation where they simply have no option

They must comer back to him and bow down to him

And trust that he will be kind to them

And we saw they feared as they entered his house and figured this was the end of them

That he would make a case against them and take this opportunity to seize them, 

To take them away as slaves with their donkeys with them

But instead he treats them graciously

And he feeds them abundantly

Though they had done so wickedly

But he also sets up a test

By seating them according to their ages

And given the youngest the preferential treatment

He brings them face to face with their former sin

Would they hate Benjamin for the special food as the hated Joseph for the special coat

How would they react these many years later to the thing that had destroyed the family back then

Has their been divine intervention in this family that would become a great nation

Would this divination really make a divine-nation

So he puts them in a situation where they can easily envy their younger brother

And then it goes on in chapter 44 with the culmination of the situation
As it starts off and says

And he commanded the steward of his house, saying, “Fill the men’s sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put each man’s money in the mouth of his sack. Also put my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, and his grain money.” So he did according to the word that Joseph had spoken. As soon as the morning dawned, the men were sent away, they and their donkeys. When they had gone out of the city, and were not yet far off, Joseph said to his steward, “Get up, follow the men; and when you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid evil for good? Is not this the one from which my lord drinks, and with which he indeed practices divination? You have done evil in so doing.’ “

That as soon as the morning came he sent them on their way

There was no reason for being upset or frustrated

Everything had gone very well

They were well taken care of and had a merry time

They were on their way quickly back to their families with the food

Their father’s fear of something horrible hadn’t happened

And the only problem that occurred was that Benjamin was treated better than they were

But we see that Joseph has the steward put their money back in their sacks

And also put his special cup, his silver cup, in the top of Benjamin’s sack

Setting up a scenario where they could easily feel justified in getting rid of him

Then Joseph sends his steward after them to accuse them of doing wrong

And though you might say that seems unfair
What he says is actually true

That they had repaid evil for good

That there was nothing that Joseph did that deserved their wicked treatment

They despised him for their own selfish reasons and betrayed him
They had done evil in so doing

And they knew it

So when they were accused of such it was actually true

And here he insinuates it’s something of great value like this cup of divination

Not that he actually used that cup

Because the LORD spoke to him by other means

But they didn’t know how he knew the things he knew

They were just aware that he obviously did

Even as they were amazed at the way he seated them around the table
So he set them up

And it goes on to say in verse 6
So he overtook them, and he spoke to them these same words. And they said to him, “Why does my lord say these words? Far be it from us that your servants should do such a thing. Look, we brought back to you from the land of Canaan the money which we found in the mouth of our sacks. How then could we steal silver or gold from your lord’s house? With whomever of your servants it is found, let him die, and we also will be my lord’s slaves.” And he said, “Now also let it be according to your words; he with whom it is found shall be my slave, and you shall be blameless.”

That the brothers pridefully defend themselves

Offended that they would even be accused of such a thing

After all “they are honest men” remember

And they would never do such a thing as that (only sell their brother, but never steal someones cup)

They say go ahead and look for the cup

And arrogantly they state that if it is found let them die and the rest of us will be your slave

Obviously they did not recount that very recently they all had money in their sacks to their surprise

When they left Egypt last time

And that it could be that some other surprise awaited them this time

But such is often the quick response of arrogance and pride
Never thinking through the consequences of what comes out of their mouth until the damage is done

That by their untamed tongue they kindle so great a fire

And James says the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell

And they condemn themselves by their own words

So it says in verse 11

Then each man speedily let down his sack to the ground, and each opened his sack. So he searched. He began with the oldest and left off with the youngest; and the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack. Then they tore their clothes, and each man loaded his donkey and returned to the city.

That they all readily comply

And they begin with the oldest down to the youngest and the suspense builds

And what do they find but that it is in Benjamin’s sack just as they had planned

The reaction of the brothers now shows that this was the worst thing imaginable. 
Not only that the cup was found among them, but that it was in Benjamin’s sack – 
Their father’s favorite son, the one he worried about the most. 
The one he didn’t want to send

And now look what has happened

Certainly from a very high high as they started out from Egypt

To now the very lowest low as their worst fears came to light

Yet what do we see they do

That though Benjamin is the one who is now found guilty

They “all” loaded up their donkey’s and returned to the city

That they could have left, but we see instead they come

When Joseph was taken as a slave the brothers allowed him to go and thought nothing of it.  
Now they are willing to stand with Benjamin as he faces slavery or death. 
That maybe there’s been revelation that would make them into a divine nation

So it says in verse 14

So Judah and his brothers came to Joseph’s house, and he was still there; and they fell before him on the ground. And Joseph said to them, “What deed is this you have done? Did you not know that such a man as I can certainly practice divination?” Then Judah said, “What shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak? Or how shall we clear ourselves? God has found out the iniquity of your servants; here we are, my lord’s slaves, both we and he also with whom the cup was found.” But he said, “Far be it from me that I should do so; the man in whose hand the cup was found, he shall be my slave. And as for you, go up in peace to your father.”

That it interestingly says that Judah specifically and his brothers came to Joseph’s house

That it would seem that he is uniquely singled out as leading the way back

That this one who had suggested selling Joseph off

Was now the leader in trying to get Benjamin back

That as the come into the house and Joseph is there

They fell before him on the ground

They knew that their situation was severe
That there was no divination needed to see they were in trouble

They knew it was a real disaster to lose Benjamin and bereave their father.

And then Joseph tells him “don’t you know I see all things”

That I knew about your father and your younger brother

That I knew about your ages and that you had stolen the cup

That all that you have ever done is naked before me

And there is nothing hid from me

Do not attempt to lie to me

But for once in your life be honest

And we Judah humbles himself and says

“What shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak? Or how shall we clear ourselves? God has found out the iniquity of your servants; here we are, my lord’s slaves,
That Judah responds as we all should when we come before our Lord

That we should fall down before Him

That we realize that as Heb 4:13 tells us

13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.

That we come before Him honestly and without excuse and say

“What shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak? Or how shall we clear ourselves? God has found out the iniquity of your servants; here we are, my lord’s slaves,

That this revelation can make us a divine nation, if we respond to Him

That individually that the Lord wants to work in us
And as we admit that “God has found out our iniquity”
And we turn to Him and ask what must we do to be saved?
Peter tells us in 1 Pet 2:9 that as we submit to Him we become

9 a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

A divine nation by divination
By the revelation of the true and living God through His Son Jesus Christ

That causes us to humble ourselves before Him
We see Judah’s humility as he commits himself as a servant
And bound to not make the same mistake again

He says “both we and he with whom the cup was found” will stay together

That he insisted that the brothers will stick by Benjamin unlike they did with Joseph

That if they abandoned him it would show little change of heart from 20 years ago

But the LORD had been doing a work through divination to preparing this divine nation

And it says that Joseph gives them an easy out

That the only one that has to stay is the one that had the cup
All the rest are free to go back to father in peace

But we see in verse 18

Then Judah came near to him and said: “O my lord, please let your servant speak a word in my lord’s hearing, and do not let your anger burn against your servant; for you are even like Pharaoh. My lord asked his servants, saying, ‘Have you a father or a brother?’ And we said to my lord, ‘We have a father, an old man, and a child of his old age, who is young; his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother’s children, and his father loves him.’ Then you said to your servants, ‘Bring him down to me, that I may set my eyes on him.’ And we said to my lord, ‘The lad cannot leave his father, for if he should leave his father, his father would die.’ But you said to your servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you shall see my face no more.’ So it was, when we went up to your servant my father, that we told him the words of my lord. And our father said, ‘Go back and buy us a little food.’ But we said, ‘We cannot go down; if our youngest brother is with us, then we will go down; for we may not see the man’s face unless our youngest brother is with us.’ Then your servant my father said to us, ‘You know that my wife bore me two sons; and the one went out from me, and I said, “Surely he is torn to pieces”; and I have not seen him since. But if you take this one also from me, and calamity befalls him, you shall bring down my gray hair with sorrow to the grave.’ Now therefore, when I come to your servant my father, and the lad is not with us, since his life is bound up in the lad’s life, it will happen, when he sees that the lad is not with us, that he will die. So your servants will bring down the gray hair of your servant our father with sorrow to the grave. For your servant became surety for the lad to my father, saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, then I shall bear the blame before my father forever.’“

That here Judah recounts the whole story

Laying out the tangled predicament that they are in

That truly they are in a sorry state and can do nothing now but throw themselves upon his mercy

That it has been called by some the most sorrowful recount in all of scripture

That this is all that is left to their father, that his life is bound up in him

And that if he should lose him it would be his end

He tells him that he committed himself as surety for the lad

And that if he did not bring him back he would bear the blame forever

20 years before they showed a callous disregard of their father when reporting Joseph’s “death” 
Remember how in Gen 37 they took Joseph’s tunic, killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the tunic in the blood. 32 Then they sent the tunic of many colors, and they brought it to their father and said, “We have found this. Do you know whether it is your son’s tunic or not?”

Could it be dear ol dad that the boy is dead

Oh what a shame the lil freak is gone

But now their concern has changed

And they do not want their father hurt any more than he already has

So Judah goes on in verse 33 and says

33 Now therefore, please let your servant remain instead of the lad as a slave to my lord, and let the lad go up with his brothers. 34 For how shall I go up to my father if the lad is not with me, lest perhaps I see the evil that would come upon my father?”
That here we see the true divine-ation in this divine nation

That Judah offers to be the propitiation

Please he says

Please let your servant remain instead of the lad as a slave to my lord and let the rest go free 
Judah offers to lay down his life for the sake of Benjamin. 
Out of his love for his father and his brothers

Judah is willing to be a substitutionary sacrifice for the family

That whether he knows it or not

He is now a divination, a prophetic picture, a type of Christ
That as he is willing to give his life in the place of his brother

He is showing that same sacrificial love that our LORD would show

When He would send His only begotten son to take our place

That out of His love for the Father and for His brethren

He would willing come and lay down His life that we might live

Jesus said there is no greater love than to lay down your life for a friend

And here this family is given the true marks of a divine nation

A chosen generation, a royal priesthood, His own special people, 
That they might proclaim the praises of Him who called them out of darkness and into His marvelous light

That Judah compassionately proclaims

How shall I go up to my father if the lad is not with me
That what is important now is his father response
That now forgetting about himself he wants to do those things that please the father
Even as Jesus did always those things that pleased the Father

And that we also should desire to do the same

That we should want to hear on that final day

Well done good and faithful servant, well done

How shall I go up to my father without the lad?
Judah, the one who one suggested that they sell Joseph

Is now willing to pay the price for Benjamin

That he knew his family needed the food to survive

And he was willing to become the surety for the lad so that they could go down to Egypt

Not offering to kill his kids if Benjamin didn’t make it

But taking the blame himself for what went wrong

And her we see he follows through

What I find id interesting

Is that there is no indication that Joseph knew all the details

That obviously the Lord had divinely imparted much information to him

That Joseph did indeed have divination

But it’s doubtful that he knew that Judah had offered himself as a surety for Benjamin

It is probably a surprise even to him at what the LORD has done

And that this sacrifice of Judah touches him so deeply

Because he has the revelation that indeed the LORD will make this a divine nation

That through the sacrifice and through the love
That others will see the marks of the LORD on these people

Because that is the mark He leaves on us
The same marks that are on His hands and feet

The marks of sacrificial love

Like Moses was willing to offer himself for the salvation of Israel in Exodus 32:31
Where it says

31 Then Moses returned to the Lord and said, “Oh, these people have committed a great sin, and have made for themselves a god of gold! 32 Yet now, if You will forgive their sin—but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your book which You have written.”

Or like Paul was willing to offer himself up in Romans 9:1 where it says

I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, 2 that I have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites
That as John 13:35 tells us that sacrificial love is evidence of our transformation

By this He said will all men know that you are My disciples

That you have that sacrificial love for one another

That you have become a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.

And because we have

We love one another even as He has loved us

And we offer ourselves up in sacrificial love just like we see here with Judah

