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Gen 3:8-11



“The Danger of Deception”

Last time in Genesis
We began in chapter 3

Where we saw the danger that comes into all our lives (not snakes)
And that is the danger of deception

We may think that there are worse things in life

But there really is not

You may fear poverty, or hunger, or loneliness or pain, or the government or many other things

But Romans 8:35 says

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

The answer is NO

Not even death can separate us from our God

But did you know that deception can!

When the disciples asked Jesus about His second coming and the end of the age
He started His reply in Matthew 24:4 saying

And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you.”

false prophets will rise up & deceive many, lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold, but he who endures to the end will be saved

He didn’t say be careful that no one kills you

Or make sure you have stockpiled food

Or you better invest in gold for your financial future

Or watch doomsday preppers so you can live long upon the earth

NO

He said, "Take heed that no one deceives you.”

Because we need to understand as it says in Galatians 6:7-8  

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.

The real danger is deception
Because deception separates you from God

People have often asked

Why is lying listed with all the big sins? (after all little white lies are not that bad)
And we typically don’t have a problem with murderers and sorcerers and idolaters going to hell
(after all, that’s evil)

So when verses like Revelation 21:8 says

But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."

We don’t have a problem until it gets to liars 
(murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all ??? liars!!)

I feel pretty safe until He gets to liars! (then I know I am in trouble) because we are all guilty!

(and if you have ever wondered why lying is so bad – pay attention here!)

Because it is DECEPTION that separates you from God!

Paul says in 2 Corinthians 11:3  
But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

And that somehow
You who have been created BY God

You who have seen the wonderful works OF God

You who have been brought near TO God in Jesus Christ
Will be deceived
And then you will not believe God

You will not believe that God made us (instead you believe a lie about evolving over long periods of time)

You will not believe that God gave us His word (instead you will think it is something written by man)

You will not believe that God cares (instead you’ll conclude since evil exists there cannot be a good God)
But it is a LIE
And the lies of satan are always the skin of a truth stuffed with a lie

(just enough truth to get you to bite – but always filled with poison inside)

Just like we saw in last week in Genesis 3:4-5  
Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."

Were their eyes opened? Yes (that was the skin of a truth)
But they also did INDEED die
Not in the way you might expect (they didn’t drop dead)

But death began the minute that they ate that fruit as it says in Romans 5:12  
Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned--

And though it may have got a slow start (Adam lived 930 years)
It is running pretty fast now (we are lucky to live to be 90)

But we see death right here in chapter 3 (v.21)
Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them.

And it is not long before the first murder happens in chapter 4 (v.8)
Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.

So indeed, they began the process of death when they ate that fruit

Even if it is not what they thought (often what God says is not what we thought\ it often takes time to get)
But also we see, that immediately, innocence died! 
(immediately their eyes were opened and it was not all it was cracked up to be)

They knew they were naked

They were ashamed

They were afraid

And so it says in verse 8
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

Now first

Understand what they had

It says they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day

(and that means they recognized that sound\ this was not the first time)

So that means that before they ate of the fruit of that tree

While they were in that garden

The LORD God walked with them in the garden in the cool of the day
(I remember reading that for the first time as new believer and how my heart soared)
What a glorious thing, to walk in the garden in the cool of the day with God

Not in the sweltering heat

Not in the chilly night

Not in the rocky hills

Or the frozen wasteland

But in the garden, in the cool of the day

There Adam was

Walking with his God

(can you imagine! How wonderful it must have been)

All the questions Adam must have had for his Father

And God had an answer for every one! (grass green, sky blue, avocado seeds big, apricot seeds)Hunza
The knowledge that Adam must have had

Could there have been anything better that walking in the garden in the cool of the day with the LORD?

But that ended when they disobeyed God

Because it says
This time – 

When they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden

This time, they hid themselves from the presence of the LORD

Because of their sin

They hid themselves from God (and we have doing it ever since!)

Yes they gained the knowledge of good and evil

But they lost the presence of the LORD

And let me tell you (as you mature in Christ) you will see

There is no pain greater than losing the presence of the LORD in your life

When you become use to walking with Him and talking with Him everyday

There is no sorrow like the one when you are away from Him because of your sin

Isaiah 59:2 says

But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.

And as someone who has walked with God
I do not fear sin because I might lose my salvation

I hate sin because it separates me from my God

I have cried out like King David in Psalms 51:10-11  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.

Because it was not just innocence that was lost that day

But the joy of the presence of God was lost also

And that is what happens when we are deceived into believing a lie

When we think it is ok to disobey God, we have believed a lie

When we think that there is an acceptable sin, we have believed a lie

When we think that God doesn’t mind, or that God doesn’t know or that God doesn’t see what we do

We have fallen to the danger of deception and we have believed a lie!
And notice how stupid we are 
It says, “They hid from God amongst the trees in the garden”
Like God cannot find you behind the trees? (big guy behind little tree)

Is He not God?

Do you not think He sees?

So why do we try to hide when we sin?

(I won’t go to church today so God won’t know what I did?! – because He only see at church)

We hide our sin like Adam hid in the garden
We know what Hebrews 4:13 says is true

And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.

Still we try to hide!
Yet God deals mercifully with us

You know He could have made it so that as soon as they ate it they died (poisons that kill instantly)

Or better yet, He could have made it explode when you bit it (talk about shell shock)

They could have died physically right then, but they didn’t

(and maybe there have been times when you know you should have died (could have died) but you didn’t

Why?

Why did God spare them?

Why has God spared you?

The Bible says in 2 Peter 3:9  
The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

The reason you are not dead
They reason they didn’t die

Because God doesn’t want us to perish in our sin

He wants us to come to repentance

He wants us to see the error of our ways

And He wants us to change

So as the LORD comes into the garden

And Adam and Eve hide themselves

(He doesn’t walk up and snatch them up by the scruff of the neck)

Instead it says in verse 9

Genesis 3:9  Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, "Where are you?"

Did God NOT know where Adam was?
Was God surprised at what Adam did?

Do not be deceived!

Of course He did.

He is God!

But this was not the voice of an arresting officer (WHERE are you, come out with your hands up)
No

This was the voice of a broken hearted Father (oh my precious son, do you realize what you have done?)

Adam

Look at where you are now

Open your eyes to the truth

See where you really are

And so we must ask ourselves today

Where am I?

Do you have peace that passes understanding?

Do you have the joy of your salvation?

Is your conduct without covetousness and are you content with such things as you have (Hebrews 13:5)
Knowing that He Himself has said, "I WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU NOR FORSAKE YOU."

Or is there a pang in your heart knowing you have grieved God?
Do you know that you have disobeyed Him?

Is there a voice in your heart that cries out that you have actually sinned against Him!

And you feel that wall of separation
(and deep down you are afraid)
Look what Adam says in verse 10
"I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself." 
And there are so many people who can say the same
They hide themselves from God because they are naked and ashamed

(ashamed of what they have done\ naked because God sees\ and afraid at what He will do)

Because they are DECEIVED!

I remember what that was like!

To feel so exposed - To feel so alone - And to not know where to go

The world was closing in around me (just wanted to hide\ just wanted to die\ because it all hurt so much)

I was as Ephesians 2:12 says

At that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

So many people live in fear and shame and darkness

Because they do not know the love of God

And you may see people as mean or rude or dishonest or uncaring or wicked or evil

But God sees them as those who are hiding from Him because they are naked and afraid 

So many people out there are hurting so very much

Because they have believed a lie

When all they need to be healed

Is to believe God

And that applies just as much to the church

Some of you here are that way
(you are here - but you are not open - because you are ashamed)

But you need to believe the truth will set you free

You need to believe that the LORD cares

And you need to believe that you are precious in His sight

You need to confess your sins

And be cleansed from them

As it says in 1 John 1:9  

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Because that is what we need!

To be cleansed from our unrighteousness

Not to try to hide it!

But to deal with it

So we can be rid of it

And we can walk with God in the cool of the day!

And notice with me

Though Adam is hiding from God

God seeks after Adam

And after He asks Adam to look at where he is today
To look at the situation that he is in

And the emotions that he feels

Then the LORD says in verse 11

"Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?"

Again
Not because the LORD doesn’t know

But because He wants us to admit what we have done

He wants us to confess our sins

He wants us to repent of them

To see how wrong they are and how we need to change

Acts 3:19 says

Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,

Do you want the joy of salvation?

To you want refreshing?

Do you want to walk with the LORD in the garden in the cool of the day
Then come to Him

And confess to Him

The wicked deeds that you have done

Do not be afraid

Do not hide it any more

Do not be deceived into thinking that it will surprise the LORD

Or that you can hide it from the LORD

He ALREADY knows!

But He wants you to let it go

Isaiah 43:1-3  But now, thus says the LORD, who created you, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel: "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; You are Mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, Nor shall the flame scorch you. For I am the LORD your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior

Though you have hid from Him

He has never been hidden from you

He has always been right there for you

In the waters that you pass through

In the fires that you walk through

In all your tribulations great and small

He has never taken His eyes off you

We need to do as it says in 1 Peter 5:6-7 and  

Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.

Let Him deal with our sin

As we see He does in the verses that follow

Believing that He cares

(because there will be repercussions for our sins\ there always is whether we confess them or not)

But better to confess and let Him help us through the mess that we have made
He knows where you are

He knows what you have done

But He loves you still

Please do not hide any more

Because you are naked and ashamed

Don’t endure the pain all alone for another moment

Because if you think that God has forsaken you

Or that God doesn’t know you

Or that God’s love is somehow not available for you

Then you are deceived!

The LORD said in Jeremiah 1:5 
"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified you

God says “I love you”

And I have called you by name

Just as He called out to Adam

So He calls out to you

Where are you?

Won’t you come to Him today and be refreshed by the presence of the LORD
Then you can go home
With something that no one can ever take from you

The presence of God with you!

And do not be deceived

There really is NOTHING better

