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Gen 17


“God Almighty”
Last week we looked at how it had been a long time since God had spoken to Abram
That he had been “10 years in the land”

And we did not see that the LORD had spoken to him in that time

Now understand that as we “looked at last time”
That God speaks to us in many ways

We have seen here in Gen that God spoke very directly to Abram

Remember we looked back at Gen 12 and saw where it said
Now the Lord had said to Abram

Then further on it says “Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said”
And then in Gen 15 it said “the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision”
Or just “the word of the LORD came to Abram”

And then here in verse 1 it says

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless

And we don’t know it exactly what way or fashion that was each time
But we know that it was very direct and detailed

Very explicit on what the LORD was saying

And that He spoke to Abram in these ways

But it would seem that it was a long time since the LORD had spoken that way
Now being another 13 years since Ishmael was born

And really the LORD did not speak to Abram directly even then it would seem

But “spoke to him” if you will, through Hagar

“That as we talked about” that she came back and relayed what God had done

And that Abram named the child even as the LORD had said to Hagar

And though we can say that the LORD did not speak to Abram in that span of time
Really we mean “in that way”

It’s funny because again at Men’s prayer we talked about this

(and so you guys are missin out on some of this insight)

But we talked about how God speaks to us

And that it is not always “direct”
But often through the “Hagar’s”

Who the LORD brings in our path

One of the guys were sharing how he had just said to someone

That yeah the LORD speaks to you, and He is able to bring someone to you

And they bring you the answer without even knowing you had a question

That someone says something, or does something, or something happens

And you know that it must be the LORD

We talked about how so often a comment or a message on a radio or CD 
Will address the very thing we been asking God about
That He puts on someone’s heart to say what you needed to hear

Sometimes years ago, But made sure it came to your ears just when you needed it

And we talked about how God speaks all the time

If we have ears that want to listen

So I think that the LORD continued to speak to Abram in ways like that

That He kept him encouraged and on the right path

But that He had not spoken so clearly and so direct for many years

Because there are times when He speaks “very clearly”

And you know it was Him

But then there may be a period of time that He doesn’t speak

And He just wants you to have faith that He will do as He has said

And that was what we talked about last time

That He is a God who hears and sees (LaHai Roi)
That He found Hagar even as HE finds us

And He gives us great and precious promises

Shows us marvelous things

Speaks to us about what He will do

As He did to them
Not just salvation

But He prepares us for other blessings that He will bring, Wonderful things that He will do
That He might then fulfill them for us
And you might think

Well then why does He wait sometimes to give them?

Why is it not immediate?
Why in this case some 23 years later

And really I think the answer is right here in verse 1

Because here in verse 1 is the first time that the LORD is called
El Shaddai (or El shad-dah-ee) which is “God Almighty”
That in a “real sense”
Why God waits

Is so, that we will know

That “He is God Almighty”

And that there is nothing to hard for Him
God had said He would give Abram a son
“one who will come from your own body”
And though they tried to work it out themselves

God said no, from that you would get the glory

But I will do the impossible

And I will do it when you are 100 years old

He allowed Abraham to get to the place we talked about last week
Where it was impossible for him to do anything concerning the fulfillment of the promise
And all He could do was “wait’n belief”

That he knew it would take an absolute miracle of God for the promise to be fulfilled. 
That now there was absolutely nothing that could be done (humanly speaking)

But that can be a good place to be

Because many times as God works with us, He does this very same thing
He allows us to come to the end of our resources or to that place of hopelessness, before He works. 
Because when God works, He wants the glory for what He has done. 
He wants you to see that He is “God Almighty”
Paul said to the Corinthians in 1Cor 4:7, 
7 For who makes you differ from another? And what do you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?
We're so prone to take credit for God's work. 
We cry out to God for help and when He helps us, we take the credit for it. 
We're like Saul, the first King of Israel. 
His son Jonathan trusted in the Lord

When they were up against the Philistines in Gibeah he said to his armor bearer in 1Sam 14

 “Come, let us go over to the garrison of these uncircumcised; it may be that the Lord will work for us. For nothing restrains the Lord from saving by many or by few.”
That Jonathan knew He was “God Almighty” and the battle belonged to Him

And just the two of them could defeat the whole army

And God would get the glory

But his father Saul blew the trumpet throughout the land it says
“And all Israel heard that Saul had smitten the Philistines“
Jonathan says lets give God the glory with the impossible

But Saul blows it, and tries to take the credit

When we relate stories of the victories and goodness of God, we often put ourselves in it. 
It's because of "my" trust and "my" faith that it worked out. 
God used "my" gifts and abilities
But we forget God can use untrained donkeys just as well

So, God lets us get into those situations where we are completely desperate, 
There is no way that we can see how what He has shown us can be done

And then He does it

And all we can say, Is that He is “El Shaddai” God Almighty
And that He can get the glory

And so the Lord appeared here to Abram when he is 99 years old

And Romans 4:19 tells us about this

"And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb."

The indication being that Abraham had become impotent. 

And that “the deadness of Sarah's womb”
Is a statement of the fact that she had gone beyond the age of a woman bearing children. 

That God waited until Abraham couldn't do anything about the promise himself. 

That there was no longer any way that they could fulfill the promises in their own strength

It couldn’t be luck or good fortune or skill…there was no way it could happen now (maybe given up)
And the first thing He says is that “I am “El Shaddai” the God Almighty”

Abram, Do not fear…“nothing is to hard for Me” I am El Shaddai

(I have it under control, I know what I am doing, I am God Almighty…Big God)
And what is it that God says next

But interestingly enough “walk before Me and be blameless”
God told Abraham to walk "before" Him. 
We read earlier that Enoch walked "with" Him. 
In Deuteronomy, God told Israel to walk "after" Him. 
And in Col 2:6, Paul tells us, As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk “in Him”,
And we see there are four different prepositions used for the walk that we have with God. 
Walking "before" God is walking in His presence, 
conscious that God is watching me, looking out for me, and caring for me. 
Walking "after" God is the position of the servant. 
When God tells Israel to walk after Him, 
He is actually telling them to serve Him. 
Walking "with" God, as Enoch and Noah, 
Indicating that beautiful communion and fellowship as we walk with God. 
In covenant with Him as He is our God and we are His people
And walking "in" Him signifies that complete union and oneness that is ours with God through Christ.
That we are actually “in Christ”, and He in us
And as we are seeing on Wed how we need to abide in Him and as we will read in 1John 4

13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.

(And doesn’t it amaze you that God Almighty wants us to walk before, after, with, and in Him)
But here he tells Abram Walk “before Me”

In my presence, knowing that I am watching over you as God Almighty

As a Father watches over His children and keeps them ever before His watchful eye 

As a father pities his children, so the Lord pities those who fear Him, for He knows our frame, He remembers that we are dust

But notice He also says “how” to walk before Me

Walk before ME and be “blameless”

God's ideal requirement for man is perfection 
And you wouldn't really expect anything less from God Almighty. 
I'm not surprised that God would require me to be perfect, 
But it might bother me if the “Almighty God” was content with things done poorly

Because that would not be in keeping with the nature of God. 
Look at His creation

And you can see the perfection of our God

Sure there are blemishes and imperfections

But those have been brought on by man and by his sin

But our God is a God of perfection

And that is His goal for His people

Perfection

When Jesus finished the Sermon on the Mount, He again required the same thing, 
"Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect." (Matt.5:48). 
Now when most of us hear that God wants us to be perfect
We would say “but I can't." 
I would love to, I have tried to, but I am far from perfect

But really that is part of “coming to Christ”

That we realize that we are not what God wants us to be

That we have fallen short of what God would require

Sin has as its root meaning "missing the mark" 
And the Bible says all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God

A lot of people get upset when you say, "you're a sinner" 
And they get indignant that you would dare say such a thing about them

After all, they’re not that bad

I do my best

I help little ladies across the street
I give at the Red Cross

And I’ve been told by society and my psychologist “I’m OK”

But, wait! 
What is the mark? 
It's perfection, being blameless

And is there anyone who would say that their perfect? (not usually)

Then you’ve missed that mark!

You can’t do it

And James said

For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.

And because man could not fulfill God's divine requirement
He sent His only begotten Son to take our sins (our missing of the mark) 
and pay the penalty for the missing of that mark by dying on the cross

So that now

More than walking before Him or even after Him

We can walk with Him and in Him

That our requirement is to be joined to Him in a covenant
A New Covenant in His blood

But a covenant none the less

(Accepting God Almighty as our Lord and Saviour)
Still knowing that He desires perfection

And always aiming for the mark

But knowing that believing in Jesus is what LORD requires of us

He said to the crowd in Capernaum in John 6:28-29
28 Then they said to Him, “What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?”

29 Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent.”
So, God's actual requirement of me today is that I believe in Jesus Christ. 
By my believing in Him, God accounts me righteous. 
Paul the Apostle in Phil 3:7-9

Said as he talked about his past life and his attempt to keep the law of God as a legalistic Jew, 
7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;

That "believing faith," in Christ, is the faith by which God accounts me righteous. 
Does that mean that God's giving up on you and that you'll never be perfect? 
No! The whole idea of walking "in" Christ 
Is that now I might receive that power from God Almighty to conform me into the image of Christ
As Paul said in Phil 3:12, 
12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me
Now, there are some people who believe in, what they call, "Sinless Perfection" 
and there are those who claim they have attained it. 
And we have been looking at that on Wednesdays in 1John
How those who would say that they are without sin, deceive themselves and the truth is not in them

And beside all you got to do is get in a conversation with them

And tell them what the Bible says

And they will get angry with you

And there goes their "Sinless Perfection." 
Paul said in Phil 3:13-14

13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
Paul was pressing toward perfection. 
And as the LORD appeared to Abraham and told him that He was God Almighty, 
He said to walk before Him blameless. 
But the power of walking before Him blameless
comes to us through walking with Him "in" Christ Jesus
Now in verse 2 it says

2 And I will make My covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you exceedingly.”
And some would try to link the two 

And say, “Oh, if you walk before Me blameless, Then I will make My covenant with you”

But that is not what it says

We already looked at when the Lord made this covenant with Abram

And that it was an unconditional covenant

But that does not change that God wants us to aim at perfection

God had already told Abram what He was going to do for him
But Abram tried to do it in the flesh

And though Abram should have waited on God

It doesn’t change what God had said

And He repeats His promise to Abram

Then we see in verse 3
 3 Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying: 4 “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations.
That really as it should be any time we have an “encounter with God Almighty”

That we should “fall on our face”

It is indeed true that Jesus is our Friend and that we can walk with and in Him
He said in John 15:15

No longer do I call you servants for a servant does not know what his master is doing but I have called you friends
But He also said there

14 You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.
And we have sweet fellowship as 1John tells us

And that and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

But sometimes we forget that our Friend

Is “El Shaddai”, God Almighty

And even when we blow it like Abram

Our God Almighty is still faithful

And He even says here “As for Me, behold my covenant is with you”

That despite the fact that you lacked faith

I am faithful still
Paul even said in 2Tim 2:13

Even when we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself.

And this Almighty God deserves our worship and our praise

And we need to fall down on our faces a lil more often

Because He is God Almighty

And then He goes on and says

Because I will be faithful to my promise

And I make you a father of many nations

I will give you a reminder, You will no longer be called Abram, but now u will be Abraham (phew)
Even as Ishmael was a reminder that God hears

So your name will remind you

That you will be a father of many nations, because that is what it means

But what is also interesting that Chuck pointed out long ago

That what changed was that God inserted the Hebrew Letter "H" into the name of Abram
And the letter "H" is made with the sound of breath.
And as we have talked about “breath” in Hebrew

The word "ruwach" means breath or spirit
And so in a sense, God inserted the spirit into the name of Abram.

And that every time his name was said from now on

There was the “breath” in the middle of it

Maybe as a reminder that yes you will be a father of many nations

But it will not be by the flesh

But by the Spirit of God Almighty

And He goes on to expound on the blessing of the covenant in verse 6 saying
 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you. 8 Also I give to you and your descendants after you the land in which you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.”

God is telling them all He is going to do for them.
Making him fruitful

Multiplying his descendants

Giving them the land

And more precious than all the others promises combined

And I will be their God

In Genesis 35, when God is dealing with Jacob, He tells him to go to Bethel and build an altar.
There He also reveals Himself as El Shaddai, God Almighty

And God appeared to Jacob and changed his name to Israel, which means "governed by God." 
No longer will you be Jacob, which means "heelcatcher" or "supplanter" 
But I will be Your God

And you will inherit the promises of God

And it reminds me how Paul said in Romans 9:25, As he quotes Hosea

“I will call them My people, who were not My people,
And her beloved, who was not beloved.”

26“And it shall come to pass in the place where it was said to them,

‘You are not My people,’ There they shall be called sons of the living God.”
That He delights in being our “God Almighty”

And as 1John 3 says

Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God

And to as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become the children of God Almighty
Then it goes on in verse 9 and says

9 And God said to Abraham: “As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you throughout their generations. 10 This is My covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: Every male child among you shall be circumcised; 11 and you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and you. 12 He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised, every male child in your generations, he who is born in your house or bought with money from any foreigner who is not your descendant. 13 He who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money must be circumcised, and My covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 14 And the uncircumcised male child, who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.”

And I noticed this principle early in my walk with God Almighty

That even as He says here to Abraham

God often says to us, “As for you”

That so often, we are all worried about “everyone else”

But God Almighty says “As for you”
It’s like when Jesus was talking to Peter after the resurrection

And Jesus is speaking to Peter about his failure

And where he should go from here

And he tells Peter “just follow ME”

But Peter is preoccupied with other people

And it says in John 21:21

Peter, seeing John, said to Jesus, “But Lord, what about this man?”

22 Jesus said to him, “If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you? You follow Me.”
You let God Almighty worry about them

He is capable of handling it

As for you, You deal with you

And really, that’s what this “covenant” is about

You decide what you will do

Because it’s not a covenant of works

But a covenant of a sign

It’s a choice

This is My covenant which you shall keep

You will be circumcised

Which signified not to live or walk after the flesh. 
The cutting off of the life of the flesh in order that you might live the life of the Spirit. 
God said if they would not have the rite of circumcision 
Then they were to be cut off from being the people of God. 
Interesting, that if you would not “cut it off”

You would be “cut off”

That you cannot be a man of God and walk after the flesh. 
It is only as you walk after the Spirit that you are truly a man of God. 
In time to come, the child that was born was not considered a Jew until he was circumcised. 
You weren't a Jew by natural birth, but became a Jew the day you were circumcised. 
That was the rite by which you entered into national life. 
But it became nothing more than a ritual over time

And in the New Testament, 
Paul begins to show the folly of trusting in a ritual. 
He says in Romans Rom.2:25-29

25 For circumcision is indeed profitable if you keep the law; but if you are a breaker of the law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision. 26 Therefore, if an uncircumcised man keeps the righteous requirements of the law, will not his uncircumcision be counted as circumcision? 27 And will not the physically uncircumcised, if he fulfills the law, judge you who, even with your written code and circumcision, are a transgressor of the law? 28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; 29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.
That God is interested that your heart is after the Spirit and not after the flesh. 
And that circumcision doesn't mean anything if a man is not walking and living after the Spirit. 
If God accounts the walk after the Spirit as true circumcision, 
Then it isn't the fleshly rite that does anything
Therefore, the gentiles, who are not circumcised, are considered the people of God too
Because in their heart there is that circumcision and a walking after the things of the Spirit. 
While those who are circumcised in the flesh care nothing for walking in the Spirit

It was just a rite that meant that you were now a Jews

The equivalent of circumcision in the New Testament is water baptism
And the significance is the exact same thing. 
Water baptism signifies the death of the life after the flesh
There is the burying of everything that was done in that life of the flesh
And the beginning of the new life in the Spirit. 
The resurrection and the newness of life in Christ Jesus 
To walk now after the Spirit as you come up out of the waters or out of the grave. 
But often today, It also has lost it meaning

And it is nothing more than a “ritual” that shows you are part of “the church”

Yet very often has nothing to with the Spirit or of a life walking with God Almighty

So here God established the covenant of circumcision with Abraham. 
As a sign that they had entered in to a covenant with God

Later on, in the Book of Exodus, God almost kills Moses
He was “almost cut off” as he was on his way to Egypt to deliver the children of Israel, 
His two sons had not been circumcised. 
And there was an indication that his wife was opposed to it, 
But for the sake of the life of Moses she circumcised them
Later we see when the children of Israel came into the Promised Land, 
They had not all been circumcised
So they stop and Joshua circumcised them all before they came into the land.

That then it was done as a sign and not just a meaningless ritual like it later became

That it indicated that they desire this covenant with God Almighty
Then it goes on in verse 15 and it says
15 Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 And I will bless her and also give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall be from her.”

That like Abram, God was changing her name

No longer Sarai, but adding the same H

She became Sarah

A noble woman after God’s own heart

And she would be the mother of the people of God

That indeed it would be as the LORD had said

And through Sarah would the blessing come

17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, “Shall a child be born to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?”
Not the laugh of doubt or unbelief. 
He was just overwhelmed with what God was saying to him. 
If it had been a laugh of unbelief
God would have mentioned as He does with Sarah and Zachariah

But this is the laugh of joy inexpresable

That God Almighty might shine His grace upon him
And that they would receive this joy in their old age

That they had longed for

And could never receive in the “flesh”

She was “barren”, unusable, hopeless

But God Almighty could do it for them

As they walked with Him

18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!”

Maybe thinking that God is too good

And that just blessing Ishmael would be enough

Maybe thinking that he already expended energy

And another child would be to much

(after all he is 99)

But Ishmael is about thirteen years old and Abraham is no doubt attached to him. 
And maybe it is out of concern for him

19 Then God said: “No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his descendants after him.
That no matter what Abrahams reasons were

God had His plan

And it was through Sarah

The noble woman of God

As Paul tells us in Gal 4:28

28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise. 29 But, as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, even so it is now. 30 Nevertheless what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.” 31 So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman but of the free.
That it was through the “noble woman” Sarah that God would bring His children

And God told Abraham to call him Isaac or "laughter." 
Abraham was laughing because it seemed a funny thing that Sarah, at age ninety, should bear a child. 
But God would change it to the laughter of joy

As they were blessed with the son that was truly by the power of God Almighty

Then He says in verse 20
 20 And as for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation.
That Abraham need not worry about Ishmael

The Lord would bless him too

And in Gen 25, 
We will read of Ishmael's descendants. 
There are twelve princes, even as there are twelve tribes of Israel.

And verse 21 says
 21 But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this set time next year.” 22 Then He finished talking with him, and God went up from Abraham.

That yes He would bless Ishmael

But His covenant would be through Isaac

And now it was all in motion

God gave Abraham a time when his son would be born.

That as so often with the LORD
That there may be a delay as we wait on the LORD

But when He moves, He moves quick and sure

There is no guess work with Him

And by this time next year Sarah will bear a son

23 So Abraham took Ishmael his son, all who were born in his house and all who were bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham’s house, and circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that very same day, as God had said to him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26 That very same day Abraham was circumcised, and his son Ishmael; 27 and all the men of his house, born in the house or bought with money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him.
They established this covenant with God Almighty

They wanted to be people that would walk with Him

And live after the Spirit and not the flesh

So what does Abraham do?
He doesn’t try to earn God’s promises

He just makes his choice

God Almighty says that if we are His

Then we will make an outward profession

That it is a “sign” of the covenant

And so he does

That he says

As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD 

And this is the sign of the covenant

And what about us today

Have we had a change of name?
Do the people who knew us before see that we have changed

You’re no longer know the same way

Have you been changed from heelcatcher, surplanter, caniver

To one who is govern by God

Has God Almighty breathed new life into you

Have you stopped walking after the flesh and trying to do it on your own steam

And are you walking in the Spirit and walking with God

And have you declared that you want to enter in to the covenant with God Almighty
Hebrews 11 tells us

14 For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.

But to walk with Him and in Him

The requirement is to be joined to Him in a covenant

A New Covenant in His blood

But a covenant none the less

And you can do that here today if you haven’t done it already…Because He’s God Almighty 

Do not fear…“nothing is to hard for Him
And today
We want to take communion

We want to celebrate that new covenant 

Not just an outward sign

Not just baptism

Which is the symbol of the washing away of the filth

The death of the old man

And the newness of life in Christ

But to take time to fellowship with Him and in Him in communion

Still knowing that He desires perfection

And always aiming for the mark

But knowing that believing in Jesus is what LORD requires of us

 “What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?”

29 Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent.”
And He will be our God

And we will be His people

But remembering that He is God Almighty
The one who created us

But also the One who died for us

23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying,  “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.

27 Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup

Because He is El Shaddai
12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me

