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Gen 2:1-3



“It Was Finished”

As we have been going through the book of Genesis

We have been looking at the overall creation

How God created the heaven and the earth and said “it was good”

How He took “nothing” and He made it very good

How there is good reason to believe that there is a God

And that He did this all in six days

Each day a special day with specific things done as His plan of creation unfolds

Though not written to reveal the process by which these things were made

It was written so that we would understand the general concept of how these things were made
Hebrews 11:3  By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.

Just like watching “How its made” on television

We don’t get all the details

Just a quick run through of the steps that go into how something is made

And here we have the basics steps 

(God spoke and energy was put in motion so that the unseen sub atomic particles began to form elements)
The elements were arranged to form objects, and the objects were organized into various creations

(Earth, sky, moon, stars, water, plants, animals, people)
We should be able to understand this because we do this on a much smaller scale

Whether that is taking milk and producing cheese and butter and cream and whey

Or whether that is taking oil out of the ground and making petroleum by products (list of 6000 things)
We manipulate the elements to make various products

And if we as human beings can do that

Do you not think it is possible that God could do that on a much grander scale

The Bible even says in Col 1:16
“For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”
Speaking about Jesus Christ

It says that all things were created by Him

And indeed the very molecular structure of all things are held together by Him

Interestingly, the science that they say opposes a creation view
Continually discovers things that lead to a creator

From the massive things of the universe to the minute things of human bodies

They have even discovered in biochemistry

That there is something in our body called Laminin - a cell adhesion molecule (Laminin 1)
It is the actual chemical bond of elements that hold the membranes of our bodies together

It keeps our skin stuck together and our organs in the right places

And if you were to look this up in a science journal

You would find a diagram like this (Laminin 2) inside of you\holding you together\crosses
All part of what God created
And it starts off here in Chapter 2 saying it was all completed in verse 1 where it says
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.

So we see the completion of God’s work

And the things that He had done

And we can take note that it is “plural” heavens

The word in Hebrew is “shaw-mah-yim”

Though sometimes translated in the singular is a plural word

And we know according to the Jews there were 3 distinctions in the heavens

Or three types

That the place where the birds flew that we would call the sky or the air is “the heavens”

But also it is used of the area that we would call outer space 

Where the planets are, is also referred to as the heavens

Which includes the universe and all the stars that expand endlessly beyond anything that we can see

Vast and glorious, stretched out before us, the heavens

And then finally the place that we would call heaven
The place where we say God dwells is called shaw-mah-yim…heaven…
(even called by Paul, the third heaven)
Where he was caught up to in 2Cor 12

2 Corinthians 12:2  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago--whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows--such a one was caught up to the third heaven.

So the heavens and the earth were finished, 
Plural heavens and singular earth

And because there is so much in the heavens (so many galaxies, so many solar systems, so many planets)
Some people have asked me if I believe in aliens from other planets (and I do not)

And they have even said, “What will you do if they are discovered to be real?”

And I have said “I will preach the gospel to them!”

Because I don’t believe there is room in the scriptures for creatures from other planets

But I don’t see how a discovery of them would disprove the bible either

And part of why I do not see how they can be

Is because God created the “heavens” plural

And that includes all the planets and the stars and all the quasars and all the black holes (even the space)

All made and called together as a group, the heavens

But there is only one “earth” (singular)
One special place made by God specifically for Him to place man

A wonderful place

A glorious place

Unique and singular in occurrence

Some would say that the odds are there would be other habitable worlds within the billions of planets
(and that may be true if this planet was just here by random chance)

But it’s not

It is here by special creation of God

And is a singular word used for this singular creation that He has made

And when He created the heavens (plural) and this earth (singular)

He says, “It is finished”

He was done

He didn’t go on and create another earth somewhere else

He didn’t start on some additional heavens

Or other creations

The heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them

And the term there for “host” literally means “the armies” (the organized gathering)
And I like that because our God is a God of decency and order

So wouldn’t His creation be “in order”

We have seen He created things in order

First the heavens and the earth

Then the skies and the seas
Then the trees and the plants

Then the sun, the moon and the stars

Then the birds and the fish

Then the animals and man

Each successive day a different thing all done in order

All framed in order

By laws of motion and gravity and energy and matter

All held in order by never ending cycles of water, cycles of weather, cycles of seasons, and cycles of life

Because He is the Lord of hosts of organized things
The Lord of all the hosts that He has made

Including the things not specifically mentioned here in Genesis (like the angels)
The angels are created beings spoken of in 2 Kings 22:19
Hear thou therefore the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the host of heaven standing by him on his right hand and on his left.

And it says here, “He finished the heavens and the earth and all the host of them”
As it says in John 1:3  

All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

And it continues on in verse 2 and says

And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made.
It was finished (It was done)
He ended the work wherein He made all that He did make

And on this seventh day He day rested

This was the seventh day

It was the day after the sixth day

Each day being a day in which He created these things

And then on this day

He was done

So if there was something that marked the seventh day

What would it be?

God finished the work of creation!

It was done

It was ended

It was finished

(pretty clear, huh)

And then what?

He rested!

(because He was sure tired!) Right?

No He was not tired

Isaiah 40:28  Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the LORD, The Creator of the ends of the earth, Neither faints nor is weary. His understanding is unsearchable.

He does not grow weary

But the eternal God, though infinitely happy in the enjoyment of himself, 

Took satisfaction in the work of his own hands, 
And He rested. 

He did not rest, as one weary, but as one well-pleased

And I make the point because I think we can get caught up in the idea that we need to rest from our labors

Because we have worked so much

(We want our day of “rest” to do “nothing”)
And while it is true we do need to rest in the sense of letting the body recuperate

It is not the sense that is given here that I think is sometimes erroneously applied

You see God did not need to recuperate

He didn’t need to recover from His labors

But rather He reflected on all that was done

(He ceased His labor and surveyed the work)

And this seventh day (also called the Sabbath day)

Was the day God rested 
And I think that this is what the Sabbath is all about

You see to the Jew it is all about “not working”

Because God said in Ex 31

13 “Speak also to the children of Israel, saying: ‘Surely My Sabbaths you shall keep, for it is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I am the Lord who sanctifies you. 14 You shall keep the Sabbath, therefore, for it is holy to you. Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to death; for whoever does any work on it, that person shall be cut off from among his people. 15 Work shall be done for six days, but the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord. Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. 16 Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations as a perpetual covenant. 17 It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel forever; for in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.’ ”

So they literally “do no work” as they follow the letter of the law

They can’t cook food, or walk too far, or carry too much, or even push a button on an elevator

Because it all about “not working” (though “not working” is a lot of work)

But it has nothing to do with “resting and refreshing”

Or even “reflecting” on the fact that they are His “covenant” people

He said “this is a perpetual covenant”

A “sign between me and the children of Israel forever”

A “time” of remembrance of all that God did
A day of “reflecting” on what He has done

Both in creation and in us

It even says in verse 3
And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made.

It says, “God blessed the seventh day and made it holy”

He sanctified it
He set it apart 

Because it commemorated the completion of His work
A finished work that we should enter into and meditate upon

Something we can do every day!

But something it is good to take a specific day and really focus on

To enter in to that rest

And to think about the work that God has done

Because it is all about His work

And His covenant

With His people

Here before the fall of man it represented the perfect Creation, 
Set apart and at rest
Completed

Finished

And waiting for us

After the Fall
This rest became a goal to be sought
Whether the establishment of theocratic rest in the promised land, 

As they entered into what they did not labor for in the land of Canaan

Or whether it is the rest that is commanded in the law of Moses

For the children of Israel and for the land in which they lived

Or the Sabbath rest spiritually that believers enter into in Christ

Where we cease from our labors and enter into His by the New Covenant in His blood

Because the Bible clearly states in Hebrews 4:9-10

There remains therefore a rest for the people of God. 10 For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His.

So this “rest” was set apart by God

So that we might glorify God and all that He has done

The Sabbath is not so much about “not working”

But meditating upon and entering in to the work that He has done

To look and see that “it is good”
It is indeed very good

And it has not changed today

For there is still that rest that we may enter in

When we cease from our works

Even as God ceased from His works

Not that we should do nothing
(Do you think God has done nothing since He created the world?)

On the contrary

He has been very busy as it says in John 5:17  
But Jesus answered them, "My Father has been working until now, and I have been working."

So we should be working
Busy about the Father’s business (list of Salvation by products)
As Jesus said in John 14:12  
"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.

We certainly have a rest that we enter into
But as Ephesians 2:10 says  
We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

So as the people of God we should be busy with good works
But we do not need to be working for our salvation
We do not work to become a new creation

Because that work was finished by God

In fact the true rest that we can have comes

When we understand that the work is already done

Because Jesus said from the cross – John 19:30
“It is finished” (The work is done)
And as we reflect upon the finished work of Jesus

And enter into the spiritual rest that we now have in Christ

We are not “taking a break”

But instead “breaking out in praise” of His glorious grace
We worship the Creator, our Savior and our God

We reflect upon the fact that we are His people

And we do as He said in Matthew 11:29  

And Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

So how do we enter into that rest?

When we take His yoke upon us

When we do the works that He has prepared for us 

And when we understand that it is “finished”
Colossians 1:16

That really it is in Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”

At the very center of our being
He is there

And He holds it all together (Laminin)

So the seventh day

The Sabbath day

The day of rest

Is not to “not work”

It is to reflect on the finished work of Jesus Christ
(From the creation of the world to the creation of new man or woman of God in Christ)

And then we are to walk in those works

In this world

Until the day He creates a new Heaven and a new Earth as John saw in Revelation 21
Where we find the ultimate rest for the people of God it says in Revelation 21:3-5  

And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away." Then He who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all things new." And He said to me, "Write, for these words are true and faithful."

And do you know what it says after that

There at the end of all things

When He creates that new Heaven and that new Earth

Where there is no more pain and no more sorrow, no more tears, and no more death

Can you guess what it says in Revelation 21:6  

"It is done! 

It is completed

It is finished

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts.

And if you want to go from death to life

From weary to rest

From undone to redone in Christ
Then all you need to do is to drink freely of the water of life

Because the work was finished by Jesus Christ for you and I to enter in!

