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Genesis 4:9-15



“What Have You Done?”

Last time we saw here in the book of Genesis the first murder

After the fall of man

We saw sin enter in

And it manifested itself in Cain being angry with Abel 
Because his offering was not accepted and because Abel’s was

There was a jealousy that burned within Cain

There was a bitterness that began to smolder

There was an animosity that started to grow
So much so that God said in verse 7

If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it."

Warning Cain that sin is a creeping and insidious thing that lies in wait for the next victim 

It is seeking whom it may devour

It is looking to destroy

And if you do not subdue it

It will control you

And from that day

Sin has been a controlling factor in so many lives

And whether we think of the infamous ones like Caesar Nero or Adolf Hitler

Or the personal ones like the spouse that mistreats us or the bully that beats us

What we need to realize is that it affects EVERYBODIES life

That sin is in everyone

And everyone sins

1 John 1:8 says

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

And I think we all know the power of sin

We know the pull of sexual desires

We know the fire of wrath and anger

We know the drive of hate and prejudice

Things that can mold and shape a life

And cause all kinds of strife with our fellow man

We even see it brings Cain to that place where he kills his own brother

Committing the first murder

And I can’t help but mention

In light of the current situation

That we see that it continues even today

(Where we have 20 young children murdered by a 20 year old kid)

And once again

It is all over the news about the motive (what is the reason for this atrocity) 
Maybe he had Aspergers 

Maybe he was angry over his parents divorce

Maybe someone he knew was mistreated and he was seeking vengeance

What in the world could cause a 20 year old kid to gun down in cold blood a bunch of 3 and 4th graders
What have we come to in this country when even an elementary school is not safe!

What have we done to sink down so far?

(and there is nothing wrong with seeking for the reason behind this tragedy)

But in reality (the bottom line) is because of sin

The news is full of efforts for gun control

And safer schools (barbed wired and metal detectors)

Cries for getting the mentally ill off the street

And faster access to the police

But none of this will cure

A problem so old

Though these types of things are new to us

In a country where there was once decency and morals

Where we once had Christian values

A place where the laws of God were taught to our children

And we as a nation feared God

But this is no more atrocious than when Herod killed all the children under 2 year old in Bethlehem 

This is not more horrendous than Hitler exterminating men, woman and children in concentration camps
Or Stalin machine gunning people into the mass graves that he made them dig

Or any of the other barbarous acts throughout history

Murdering others is not new to this world

Pain and suffering are a part of this world

Because sin lies at the door and its desire is for you

It is waiting for you

It is looking for you

And it wants an opportunity to manifest itself in your life

Maybe not in a massacre like in Connecticut 

Maybe not even killing someone physically

But maybe in an affair

Or in a criminal act

Or in a dishonest financial agreement

Maybe just in talking about somebody behind their back and assassinating their character
Because sin doesn’t care that there is no body count

Sin doesn’t rejoice in death

No

Sin loves to steal and maim and destroy just as much as it likes to kill
And the work of that sinful flesh is self evident Galatians 5:19-21  

which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like

It causes us to do these things that we should not do
and then it makes us want to hide what we have done
That’s why we see as we start today in Genesis 4:9 that it says

Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" He said, "I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?"

And we see that rather than responding with honesty and humility to the Lord
Cain responds quite deceptively

And says that he does not know where his brother is (though he surely does know)

He is the one that took his life

He is the one that left him dead in that field

But instead he asks, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”

Which implies that the LORD is his brother’s keeper

And if He doesn’t know where Abel is, then who is the One that messed this all up?

After all, if the LORD was all powerful
He could have prevented Abel from going in that field

And if He prevented him from going in that field

Then I wouldn’t have killed him

So in reality

Abel’s death is God’s fault for allowing him to be near me when I wanted to kill someone! RIGHT?
And as crazy as that might seem

That is the exact same logic we see today

From many who will not take responsibility for their own sin (we see it in the courts and on cops)
I found one article written recently

By a fellow who blames things like this elementary school shooting on God

In fact he said, “If I had been thinking more clearly and critically rather than just accepting the Psalmist’s injunction that “The words of the Lord are flawless (Psalm 12:6),” it may have been that I could have escaped religion much earlier, having seen it for the horrible thing that it is, and having seen the atrocious God of the Bible as a monster, a murderer, and a tyrant rather than a loving and precious king.
After all, I am not my brother’s keeper
Its not my fault that these kids that kill kids like at Sandy Hook, Columbine, Virginia Tech act like animal 
Just because we teach them that they are animals that have evolved from slime by random chance

Its not my fault that they don’t value life and can shoot an 8 and 9 year old children
Just because we teach them that its ok to murder over 1 million babies\yr as long as they are in the womb

Its not my fault that hatred and animosity and mistrust abound
When all I do is watch out for numero uno

No (not my fault)
Much easier to blame God for our sin

More convenient to claim we don’t know

When we really do know

Because deep down in our hearts

We are all capable of these atrocities Romans 3:10  

As it is written: "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NO, NOT ONE;

And if you are thinking to yourself

That you could never do anything like that

Then you have never truly dealt with the depravity of your own heart

You have never looked deep into that sinful abyss called “your soul”

It is easy to sit here and to judge Hitler or Mussolini or Adam Lanza
But as a Christian, it breaks my heart that people like this have been overcome by sin.

That something allowed them to give in to that evil and let it drive them to these depths of depravity

They were taught they did not need to fear God

That human life was not precious

And that this life was not worth living

Maybe they too saw “the atrocious God of the Bible as a monster, a murderer, and a tyrant rather than a loving and precious king.”
Maybe they were deceived by that crafty serpent of old

Lead astray by the sinful nature we all have

And had given in to the ways of this world

I do not know why

But I do know they died

And they died as it says in Ephesians 2:12  

Without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

They died the ultimate death

A death where they will die the second death

(Why, because God is mean, a tyrant and a monster)

No.

Because He is just and He is true

Because He comes to you and to me and to all human beings

And He says as He did to Cain in verse 10 

"What have you done? (The voice of your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground.)
What is it that you have done?

Why did you cheat?

Why did you steal?

Why did you destroy?

To Cain He adds, “The voice of your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground.“

And to us He may say, “The pictures are still in your mind, the money is still in your account, the certificate is still on your wall, the blood is still on your hands
Though we may through away the pornography, flush down the drugs, burn the papers and wash hands
Still we KNOW

We have sinned against God! 
Romans 2:14-15  for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them
And notice with me that what He asks Cain

Is similar to what He asked Adam in the garden after he sinned

Genesis 3:9  Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, "Where are you?"

Did God know where Adam was? Yes!

Did God know what Cain had done? Yes!

Does He know what you have done? YES!

Because the LORD wants us to repent
He wants us to confess

He wants us to acknowledge that it is our fault

Why?
So He can prove He is right?

So He can justify Himself?

Or somehow give an answer to the critic who would blog such terrible things about Him
I think not!

He does not need our approval or our opinion

He is the Almighty God

And He does not cause evil

But He does allow it

(whether we like it or not)

He gives us the choice

To resist the sin that lies at the door waiting for us or to give into it

To repent from our wicked ways or to pretend that they don’t exist

To see that the world is sick with sin or blame it on guns, or greed, or God

That is why the Psalmist could say in Psalms 103:2-5  
Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, Who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies,  (5)  Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 

For if we take the opportunity

And we will do as it says in 1 John 1:9

And we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Much better than to hide our sin and deny our sin

As Cain did

Because instead of a blessing

That will bring a curse as it says in Genesis 4:11-12 where it says

So now you are cursed from the earth, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand. When you till the ground, it shall no longer yield its strength to you. A fugitive and a vagabond you shall be on the earth."
And you wonder why our country is in such trouble?
When we turn our backs on God

When we take Him out of the schools

And out of our courts

When we teach as reality the philosophy of man

And value our wisdom above the wisdom of God

Do you think we can expect the ground to yield bountifully?

For business to go boomingly?

And for us to dwell in safety?

You see, 

This carnage may be new to us as a country

Because that is because we used to be a nation that honored God

We taught the principles of God

In fact someone made an interesting comment on the internet

About how when tragedy strikes

These same people who have push God out of the school and out of government

And have said that they don’t need God by the way they live their lives

They are the same ones quoting scripture and going to church

And saying they will “pray” for the victims during these times of strife

And I can’t help but notice the parallel between them and Cain

Who claim, 

They don’t know what the big deal is about sin

That they have no responsibility to do good to their neighbor

And this is not my problem

At least not until it affects me

Then they are apt to cry out like Cain does in verse 13 where it says
And Cain said to the LORD, "My punishment is greater than I can bear!  
And I know what gut wrenching pain it is to lose a little child that you tuck into bed every night
I know what it is like to have the child with you day and have them dead that night

To go home to a house that is now empty of life and just want to die

And to think this punishment is more than I can bear!

(I remember standing in the shower)
Not that my daughter dying or any of these children dying is punishment
We feel it is punishment

But it is the simple repercussion of sin

Whether a virus in the body or a sickness in the head

Whatever it is that causes us to be dead

Physically, mentally or spiritually

Its root is found in sin

Sin that we brought into this world

Sin that is rampant in this world

And it says in verse 14
Surely You have driven me out this day from the face of the ground; I shall be hidden from Your face; I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth, and it will happen that anyone who finds me will kill me."
And I find it interesting as is often the case
That this punishment that “Cain can’t bear”

Is only physical

He complains about being sent away

Driven from the this place and where you are

I will be a wanderer and a sojourner

And I will be mistreated by everyone

He doesn’t lament any eternal consequences

He doesn’t even consider the spiritual ramifications

He seems almost oblivious to the bigger issue

Like many who walk away from God

Or go directly against God

And then they lament when things don’t go their way

Without ever a thought about the spiritual perspective

This last time when we were feeding the homeless

After everyone else was gone and there was just a few of us cleaning up

A man came wandering through (stumbling through)

Because he was very drunk

And he was saying how cold he was and how he was starving to death

And Elizabeth (the lady who directs the program) was there with me

And she said, “If you starve to death in LR, you are ignorant or dumb”

And I was a little shocked at her bluntness

But she went on to explain all the places there were to be fed (including right there under the bridge)

and his response was, “I know” (he knew all those places and had been fed at many of them recently)

and we gave him a plate of food and talked to him about God

But he had been a preacher, and he knew what the bible said

And he would rather have his booze

And just needed a little food and a warm place to sleep
So we gave him a blanket (a tarp really was all we had) 

And we prayed with him

And reminded him of God’s grace

And the forgiveness of our mistakes

If we will just come to Him

And confess our sin

Because God is gracious!

As Psalms 103:10-11 says  
He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor punished us according to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him;

And we see
That though Cain does not admit what he has done

Though he blames God

God does not just wipe him out (which is usually what we think should be done)

Instead we see it says in verse 15
And the LORD said to him, "Therefore, whoever kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold." And the LORD set a mark on Cain, lest anyone finding him should kill him.

The LORD spares his life
And actually puts a hedge of protection around him

So that there is space to repent

And though we may not like that

Imagine if God was not like that

And when you sinned

God snuffed you out!
Where would we all be?

For we are ALL sinners that have come to our senses

And confessed to God our sins

We were sinners

That God spared

And then one day it occurred

We came to the LORD!

We realized “What we had done”

And what the Bible says in 1 Timothy 1:15  

This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.

Said by Paul, who was a blasphemer and insolent man by his own admission

By Paul who was an evil man as it says in Galatians 1:13  

For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it.

So there is hope

For me and for you

And for all who oppose God in this sin filled world

And yes it is a painful place

And there are many in need of grace (like these families dealing with that tragedy in Connecticut)

But the God I serve is able to make all grace abound toward you, and to all those who need it too

No matter what we have done

