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Gen 9



“Reminded”

Last time we journeyed with Noah through the flood

And we saw how he was a long time inside the ark

Perhaps to the point where he felt forgotten of God

But we saw how “God remembered” Noah

And how the LORD cause a wind to blow upon the earth and dry up the flood water

And that the waters gradually receded until the ark safely rested upon the solid ground once more

And it was a total time of a year and 17 days that they were in the ark

And finally in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dried.

15 Then God spoke to Noah, saying, 16 “Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you.

And we saw that Noah departed from the ark

That he came through the storms and out of the ark

In a thankful and worshipful way

Knowing that he had trusted in God

And it says then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And the Lord smelled a soothing aroma…

And so we ended the last chapter with Noah blessing God

But we start this chapter with God blessing Noah

So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.

And though so often we think in terms of cause and effect

We must not think that God blessed Noah because Noah blessed God

But rather that God blesses those that trust in Him

And that those who trust in Him have a reason to bless their God with their thanksgiving

It’s not that God was “reminded” that He should bless Noah

But that Noah was reminded by God’s provision that he needed to bless the Lord

And that such is often the case with us

God blesses us in so many ways

And He doesn’t need to be reminded to do so

He just does

But we need to be reminded to bless Him

Because we just don’t

It doesn’t come natural

It doesn’t come easy

We have to be reminded how good the Lord has been to us

And to remember what He has done

What a great and awesome God He is

And to sing praises to His name

Remember, that was main theme of Ephesians

That His blessings should determine our behavior

Because He is a God who blesses

And we see here that He blesses Noah

And tells him to be fruitful and multiply

And though it would seem that Noah did not have any more children

We know that his children did

And that from their descendents the earth was repopulated

And maybe to assist in that “repopulation”

God made it so the animals wouldn’t “eat them”

2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be on every beast of the earth, on every bird of the air, on all that move on the earth, and on all the fish of the sea. They are given into your hand. 3 Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. I have given you all things, even as the green herbs.

Actually it says here that man is allowed to eat the animals

That it would seem from the beginning that man as well as the animals were vegetarians or herbivores

And notice that the language here is very reminiscent of that in Gen chapter 2

Where God said

28 That God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

29 And God said, “See, I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food. 30 Also, to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, in which there is life, I have given every green herb for food”; and it was so

But notice the difference is that in Gen 2

God said “I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food”

But here in Gen 9 God says

“Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. I have given you all things, even as the green herbs.”

That as God had given them the fruit and the herbs as food

So now He was giving the animals as food

And this is actually part of what is considered the Noahic covenant

That there are considered to be 8 covenants in the Bible

Now a covenant could be defined 

As a sovereign proclamation made by God that puts Him into a relationship of responsibility

To a man a family or a nation

In other words, God declares “This is what I will do” (usually unconditionally) and then He does it

(a quick list of those covenants is)

Edenic. (conditional) Made with Adam in which life and blessing or death and cursing depended on the faithfulness of Adam. Adam and Eve failed, died spiritually and physically and their sin plunged the whole human race into its pattern of sin and death

Adamic. (unconditional) Here God declares to man, after the fall, what his lot in life will be because of his sin. It included the promise of the Redeemer. The seed of the woman that would crush the head of the serp

Noahic. (unconditional) which we see here

Abrahamic. (unconditional) God would bless Abraham and through him all the nations will be blessed.

That through him would come the nation of Israel and from them the promised Messiah

Mosaic. The Law (conditional) Blessed is those who keep it and cursed are those who don’t

Palenstinian (unconditional) That the land belongs to Israel perpetually Deut 30

Davidic. (unconditional) That God will establish the throne of David forever

And the New Covenant.  (unconditional) the covenant of the blood of Christ shed for the remission of sins

And the filling of the Holy Spirit. Actually foretold in Jer 31:31

31 “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah— 32 not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 34 No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.” 
But as for the Noahic covenant

The Jews speak of the seven precepts of Noah, or of the sons of Noah, 

which they say were to be observed by all nations to be “righteous”

The first was against the worship of idols. 

The second against blasphemy, and requiring to bless the name of God. 

The third against murder. 

The fourth against incest and all uncleanness. 

The fifth against theft

The sixth requiring the administration of justice. 

The seventh against eating of flesh with the lifeblood in it. 

But for us we can break it down in to 3 basic parts

Diet

Discipline

Declaration

The first part being a change in diet

And there is much speculation as to “why”

But there is no indication what that might be

Perhaps because of the change in the environment and now there was less food production

That it could be that it went from the earth being like a giant green house that produced all year round

To now a place where there were “seasons” and times where there was no food produced from the earth

So maybe God added the animals as food for a more stable supply

Some have suggested that it may be that conditions on the earth so changed

That the protein or something else in meat was now necessary for humans

We don’t know

But we do know that it was added here

And though it does not say, it would make sense that at the same time it was changed for the animals

That though they also had been herbivores

As Gen 2 indicates

That now some became carnivores

And that rather than have these animals devastate man

God put a fear of you and the dread of you upon every beast of the earth, on every bird of the air, on all that move on the earth, and on all the fish of the sea

You know when u think about how fierce and ferocious some animals are

Like lions and tigers and bears (oh my)

You are glad that they are afraid of you

Not that they have any reason to be

They could easily take a man without to much trouble

Without some weapon at our disposal

Man would easy prey for many of the animals in this world

But for the most part, they stay away because of some inner fear

That the Bible tells us, God put there for us

That previously there must not have been that fear

That because there was no danger of eating or being ate (et)

That there could have been a camaraderie, a friendship, between the animals and man

But now that was all changed

Not only was the environment changed

But so was the relationship with the animal kingdom becoming a source of food and have a fear of man

And though God put “cheeseburgers” on the menu

(and oh what a blessing that was)

We see it comes with an interesting provision

It says in verse 4

4 But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.

That there is a prohibition from eating unbled meat

Now, it is not for health reasons

Because there are many cults and cultures that practice this with no ill effects physically

But the Lord makes a provocative statement here when He says

You shall not eat the flesh with “life in it” that is “the blood”

That the “blood” is “the life”

And we certainly know that it is the blood that caries the oxygen to the cells that allows us to live

But far beyond that

There is a special significance in the blood

That as we read in chapter 4 of Genesis

That Abel’s blood cried out from the ground

Not literally, but significantly, it was his blood

That Hebrews tells us that without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin

So that in the sacrifice of animals was the shedding of blood

In the protection of the Passover in Egypt was the shedding of blood

And that in the finished work of Jesus on the cross was the shedding of blood

Because in the blood is more than just the oxygen of life

But in it is the reckoning of life

That it is the life that is given by the Lord that is in that blood

And that that “life” is precious to God

That it is the blood that reminds us

That life is precious, and given by God (sight of blood)

And so God prohibits us from taking it lightly

And from taking it with the flesh that we consume

And that goes into the second point of the Noahic covenant which is discipline

That it says in verse 5

 5 Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; from the hand of every beast I will require it, and from the hand of man. From the hand of every man’s brother I will require the life of man.

6 “Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall be shed;

For in the image of God He made man.

That it says that He will demand a reckoning for blood that is shed

This was to teach man not only that God values life, but that He owns it. 

God allows man to take the life of animals in order to survive, but they must not eat the blood.

Men before the fall were obviously men of violence who like Cain, & Lamech had no regard for human lif

But God did, and life is God’s to give and His alone to take. 

Animals which shed man’s blood must be put to death

And men who willfully take the life of another must be put to death

That God values human life because he is created in the image of God

And so the Lord established the principle of capitol punishment

That of the institutions that God established in the Bible

This is the basis for the establishment for government

That, yes, believe it or not, government does have a purpose

That a people must be disciplined to live together in society

And that there must be a deterrent for bad behavior

That a murderer does deserve to die for their actions

And that it should not be done arbitrarily at a whim

But done it a judicial and just way

And so man establishes government and a judicial system to carry out those things

And then the third element is the declaration of God

As He reiterates the re-population of the earth in verse 7

He goes on in the following verses to assure Noah it is not without purpose

7 And as for you, be fruitful and multiply; Bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply in it.”

8 Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying: 9 “And as for Me, behold, I establish My covenant with you and with your descendants after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you: the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you, of all that go out of the ark, every beast of the earth. 11 Thus I establish My covenant with you: Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood; never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”

12 And God said: “This is the sign of the covenant which I make between Me and you, and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: 13 I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the covenant between Me and the earth. 14 It shall be, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be seen in the cloud; 15 and I will remember My covenant which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 The rainbow shall be in the cloud, and I will look on it to remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 And God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant which I have established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

So here God declares His unconditional mercy upon all creation

Confirming that He will never again destroy the earth with a flood

The Lord said in Isa 54:9

For this is like the waters of Noah to Me; for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah would no longer cover the earth, so have I sworn that I would not be angry with you, nor rebuke you. For the mountains shall depart and the hills be removed, but My kindness shall not depart from you, nor shall My covenant of peace be removed, says the Lord, who has mercy on you.
That it was a covenant of peace with creation, from the LORD who has mercy on us

That He would not destroy the earth again in this way, as long as the earth was to remain

And that as a “reminder” of that covenant He will set His rainbow in the sky

Again this is certainly not that God might “forget” 

And He needs to place the rainbow in the sky so doesn’t accidentally destroy the earth again, kinda remind

But a “reminder” of the mercy that He has given in this promise

In the same way that you might keep a photograph of a special occasion

Not because you will ever forget that special time

But a “reminder” of that special time 

A memento, a keep sake, or such

And so the Lord is reminded of how He made the covenant (not… that He better keep it)

And we are reminded not that God isn’t allowed to do it

(Lord, see the rainbow, remember You better stop the rain before it floods the earth, kinda thing)

But we are reminded of the grace in our lives from God

That He didn’t have to make that unconditional promise to all creation

He didn’t have to make it perpetual

We didn’t earn it in any way shape or form

As a matter of fact

If you read it correctly as it starts in chapter 8

God says, although the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth

I will not destroy again every living thing as I have done.

God states that He knows the wickedness of our hearts

That He knows we actually deserve the opposite

But because of His longsuffering love

He will have mercy on us and bring the promised redeemer to save us from our sins

We had failed with Adam in the conditional Edenic covenant

So through one man, sin entered the world, 

and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned in Adam

So then God established the unconditional Adamic covenant

By which we suffer under the curse

But He would bring in the seed of the woman to crush the head of the serpent and set us free from sin&dth

And now by the Noahic covenant He sets the stage

With the sanctity of life

The means to condemn the guilty to death

The preciousness of blood in God’s eyes

And a world that would continue on in their sin until the Redeemer would come

And that death would reign until Jesus came

And Rom 5 tells us

That at just the right time, when we were without strength, Christ died for the ungodly

And the Bible says we were not redeemed with the blood of animals

4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.

but we are redeemed with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot

The just for the unjust to bring us to God

And isn’t that what we need

Because as Romans tells us there in none righteous no not one

Even as we see here in this chapter

Noah a just man who found grace in the eyes of the Lord

Who was one of only eight souls the Bible tells us that was saved through the baptism of the flood

Who rested on the solid rock of God

And offered sacrifice of praise as he leaves the ark

We see he stumble in his new life

It goes on and tells us in verse 18

18 Now the sons of Noah who went out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And Ham was the father of Canaan. 19 These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the whole earth was populated.
20 And Noah began to be a farmer, and he planted a vineyard. 21 Then he drank of the wine and was drunk, and became uncovered in his tent.

That many have speculated that it could have been quite by accident

That it is possible that in the new world that the fruit of the vine was different

That maybe fermentation was new or stronger

But whatever be the case

Noah had become drunk

And though there is no condemnation of Noah because of it

We certainly see the effects of it

Proverb 20 and 23 say

Wine is a mocker, strong drink is a brawler, and whoever is led astray by it is not wise . . .. Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has contentions? Who has complaints? Who has wounds without cause? Who has redness of eyes? Those who linger long at the wine, those who go in search of mixed wine. Do not look on the wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, when it swirls around smoothly; at the last it bites like a serpent, and stings like a viper. Your eyes will see strange things, and your heart will utter perverse things.

That there is no good that comes from intoxication

And is actually the opposite effect of what the Bible would have for us

Eph 5:18 tells us

18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,

Not the slurry dirge of saloon songs that come from a bottle

But the clear headed songs of spiritual joy that only comes from the Lord

And so Noah being drunk is left in a compromised situation

And was left uncovered in his tent

And it could have ended there with Noah learning what a “Thunderbird hangover” is really like

(what a bad batch of homegrown brew will do)

And him not making that mistake again

But seeing that the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth

We see here that it doesn’t end there, but that one of his sons does wickedly

22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brothers outside. 23 But Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and went backward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned away, and they did not see their father’s nakedness.

That Ham no doubt accidentally saw his father uncovered

But the problem was not so much what he saw as what he did about it

You see it says that Ham went and told his two brothers

But more than that,

The language there is said to really be more that he mocked his father before his brothers

And, there has been much speculation that there was more than that went on

That perhaps there was something more immoral going on

Or that maybe being drunk was something that Noah had disciplined Ham for previously

And so Ham was belittling his father for the fact that now he was

But it is all speculation or tradition of the Jews

And there is no basis for other than what it indicates here

That he disrespected and mocked his father

And that this was very serious

Remember that in the law disobedience to parents was punishable by death

That God expects children to respect and obey their parents

And we see the other brothers took action to go and cover their father in a very respectable way

What Ham should have done rather than what he did

But because his heart was evil

He used his mouth to do evil

24 So Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done to him. 25 Then he said:

“Cursed be Canaan;

A servant of servants

He shall be to his brethren.”

26 And he said:

“Blessed be the Lord,

The God of Shem,

And may Canaan be his servant.

27 May God enlarge Japheth,

And may he dwell in the tents of Shem;

And may Canaan be his servant.”

So we see that Noah interestingly curses Canaan the son of Ham

This might have been where Ham was first forbidden in the Jewish diet (
So maybe Noah couldn’t mention Ham cuz it wasn’t Kosher

But many do stumble around the fact that Noah curses the son and not the one who did it

But if you take into account that this is not a “curse” in the sense that Noah had any powers to carry it out

That if anything this is prophetic of what “will be”

Not because Noah “said so” or “caused it to be that way”, but because it’s evident

That the Lord is showing him that this will be the way of the descendants of Ham

That with this example in the father, the family is sure to follow

That surely they will live a debauched life of slavery to sin and it will be passed on from generation 2 g

But as with many of the patriarchs we see that they are very prophetic

And that we see what they say coming true

Which it does in the case of Canaan

Though they were a mighty people for a while

They were wicked and eventually enslaved and destroyed and are no more

But here Noah also blesses Shem and Japheth

Not just rebuking Ham, but also praising Shem and Japheth

Literally saying

"Blessed of Jehovah, my God, be Shem,"

An intimation that the descendants of Shem should be peculiarly honored in the service of the true God

And it was of the line of Shem that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob would come

That the nation of Israel would come from Shem

That truly God would bless them with line of the Messiah

And we know that indeed the Israelites would displace the Canaanites in the promised land

And that indeed some of the Canaanites would be the servant of the Israelites, the descendants of Shem

And then it goes on and says

May God enlarge Japheth,

And may he dwell in the tents of Shem;

And interestingly

The descendants of Japheth are the majority of the gentile nations including the Greeks and the Romans

So indeed they were enlarged and covered the whole earth

But what is also interesting is the language where it says 

And may he dwell in the tents of Shem

Which some read straight out

That the descendants of Japheth would dwell in the tents of the descendants of Shem

And how that was fulfilled in the gentiles being grafted into the Jewish nation

Both before and especially after the coming of Christ

When the gentiles became the largest part of the Messianic Church

And actually move into the “tabernacles” of Shem

The tents of the church which is born of the Jews

But also it has been interpreted by the Jews as 

And may He (God) dwell in the tents of Shem

And how interesting that is

That in John 1:14 it says

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

And literally that says that the Word became flesh and “tabernacled” among us

He pitched His tent with us

That “God” in the flesh, literally dwelt in the tents of Shem

And in a sense every covenant in the Bible was in preparation for that occupation

Preparing for the day when God would once again walk among us

The Bible says of Jesus, that you will call His name Immanuel, which means “God with us”

And He came to dwell in our tents

Not just the tents of Shem

But in the tents of our body 

To fulfill the new covenant spoken of by Jeremiah the prophet

When the Lord would make a New covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah— 32 not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 34 No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”

And certainly we are more happy if we have God dwelling in our tents 

than if we had there all the silver and gold in the world. 

It is better to dwell in tents with God than in palaces without Him

And that is possible because of the unconditional covenants of God

And Noah prophesied of these things

Looking forward to that day

And verse 28 tells us

28 And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years. 29 So all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years; and he died.

That we see here how God prolonged the life of Noah by His grace

That he foresaw a time that would come when God would dwell in the tents of Shem

That he knew the prophecy of his father Enoch the seventh from Adam

“Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints”

But Hebrews 11 tells us Noah and those like him

13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.

Noah knew that

And how many times during those 350 years 

Did Noah see that rainbow and was reminded of God’s promises

He lived 950 years, twenty more than Adam and but nineteen less than Methuselah

And no doubt he continued a preacher of righteousness all the days of his life
But with this advantage now, that all he preached to were his own children

As Paul said in 1Cor 4:14

14 I do not write these things to shame you, but as my beloved children I warn you. 15 For though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.

Yet Noah could say it in truth

He was their father in and of the faith

A monument to the grace of God 

So that we might be reminded

Even as he was reminded

That God is faithful to His word

Noah lived to see two worlds, 

But being an heir of the righteousness which is by faith, 

When he died, he went to see a better one than either, a heavenly country

And we can too

When we are reminded that we can enter in because of the New Covenant of God through Jesus Christ

Because the Word did become flesh and dwelt among us

and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

And His is a covenant of grace and truth to you and me and to all who believe

Those who desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. 

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.

And since He prepared a place for us

Let us prepare ourselves for Him

And let us walk in faith, not being filled with this world but being filled with the Spirit

And the clear headed songs of spiritual joy that only comes from the Lord

