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Gen 1:24-26


“Created in His Image”

Last week we took an in depth look at creation versus evolution & evidence that these things are based on
Showing I hope, that there is much more reasonable evidence for creation and a Creator,
than there is for a random and spontaneous appearance of the universe and the complex life within it
Slide 2-3 (humanist\ creationist)
Though neither can be proven (both take a certain amount of faith)
I think the evidence points to intelligent intervention

And even an intervention that is similar to that described in Genesis (what is called special creation)
Slide 4 (two choices)
So that leaves me with a choice

Do I put my faith in the ramblings of some folks who refuse to acknowledge all the evidence

(who see evidence and throw it out because it points in the wrong direction\ who turn a blind eye)

Who admit they don’t know everything but say that the one thing they do know is that God doesn’t exist
(you can ask them if they know half of everything\ can God exist in the half you don’t know?) NO!

No He can’t exist or no you don’t want Him to exist?
So do I trust the findings of those who really don’t want to find the truth?
Those who are twisting the facts to exclude certain possibilities that they don’t like
That is like putting your faith in a justice system that you know is not just

So what that the judge is on the payroll of the mob

It doesn’t matter that nobody ever wins in court against the people you are up against

You are not worried that this judge has shown a thousand times he does lock up the innocent

Still you have faith that it will different for you

(But in the end you will lose!)

You may think that this is an exaggeration (but it really is not)

Slide 5-11 
(Glen Rose\ 1930 Roland Bird\ sent to museums-never seen\ eye witness\ Nova didn’t\  Evo back)
Even the Smithsonian seems to be withholding evidence 
Slide 12-15
(1880 artifacts by JD Whitney\ found below \ WH Homes of Smith\ 1950s TE Lee of NMC)
And of course we have the propagation of Lucy (even today in college) 
Slide 16-22 (1999 article\ interesting timing\ exaggeration\ misrep of bones\ questionable conclusions\ denial\ book)
And this type of semi-science is employed to try to discredit parts of the bible like we are looking at today

Where it says in Genesis 1:24

Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth the living creature according to its kind: cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth, each according to its kind"; and it was so.
God stated that what He created 

Was each “kind” of animal and each was created after its kind

And obvious enough with the simple reading of the text

Is that God did not at the beginning create each individual species & genius & variation that we have today
But He created the kind (the canine, the feline, the equine, bovine, elephantine, cameline, murine (mouse), leporine (rabbit), pardine (leopard), cervine (deer), didelphine (possum), tolypeutine (armadillo)
And yes “I did find” a website with all these names

The point being, that God created the kinds that could then variate into different specific species
Slide 24 
(Diversity of dogs )
And it has been asked, “What is a kind”- (who knows?)
They were similar kinds

Slide 25
(Which of these is not like the other )
Probably those that could interbreed and produce a variety of that kind (limited within that kind\mule)

(debate about what is a kind- not science if you can’t define the parameters of\ species undefined)
Really a straw man (false argument)

Because they already have their conclusion

In fact, in this debate (or in any textbook)

They will say (on screen)
The argument for evolution does not have to rely on small scale observations: homologous similarities provide powerful evidence for evolution. 

In Darwin’s words, "What could be more curious than that the hand of man formed for grasping, that of a mole, for digging, the leg of a horse, the paddle of a porpoise and the wing of a bat, should all be constructed on the same pattern and should include similar bones and in the same relative positions?"

It must prove evolution! 
Slides 27-32 (textbook of homology\ bone dev\ evidence!\ human\ descended common\ comparative anatomy proves)
Where most people thought that these similar structures indicated a 'plan of nature';
The evolutionary biologists says, “They are evidence of a common ancestor”
Is it not more likely that God had a good design? So He reused it!

Slide 33 (especially when you see bones developed from diff genes!)
How can you tell a work of art is a Rembrandt or a Picasso?

Because it has similar elements\ similar designs\ the style of the artist

And so does creation

Slide 34 (did you ever stop to think- similar design might)
There is a similarity in design!

Not because we evolved from a single creature

But because God made each one according to its “kind”

Slide 35 (deceptive because science is mixed non-science \ like in comparative anantomy)
And if that is not clear

It says it again in verse 25

And God made the beast of the earth according to its kind, cattle according to its kind, and everything that creeps on the earth according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
God made the animals (and the ability of the animals to reproduce and make a variety of different breeds)
And it was good

There was no death (all the animals were herbivores according to verse 30)

There was peace and there was harmony

And it was good 

Slide 37-38 (It was the environment that God intended to bring His children into)
The perfect place, a privileged planet, 
A jewel set within the darkness of space

Then God said, (26) "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 

And notice with me that it does NOT say that God made human beings after their kind\according to kind

(black ones, brown ones, yellow ones, white ones)

NO

It says He made “man” (singular) in Our image (plural)

(and this tells us several things)

First, because He made man (and not men) that we are all from ONE (we are all one)
Not just “in Him”

But “because of Him”

“In Him” (as Christians) we ARE made one in Christ - Ephesians 2:14 
(For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one,) and He has broken down the middle wall of separation
But even more than that

Because of Him (we were created that way) from one man (we literally have one father in Adam\ family)
We see all the animosity of man against man

Hatred between races and classes and countries

Some even saying that is why they believe there is no God

(because a good God wouldn’t let this happen)
But this is not His doing!
Slide 41 – ( He created a perfect world)
He created one man (and all men from that one man)
And NO man is better than another man because we all came from one man
But men, in their rebellion against God

Have pushed God out

Slide 42
(by one man sin entered in and death through sin))
And man does not want to see how God intended it to be

Slide 43 – (death is accepted as natural!)
In fact, the premier doctrinal book on evil-lution by Charles Darwin is titled

On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection, or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life
A book about death which he admits excludes God 
Slide 45 (so much misery there must not be a God- and if no God then no rules)
And if you were to actually read this book
You would find its content is as bigoted and racist as the title sounds

Slide 46
 (from nature= famine and death= better being survive)
Hitler was greatly influence by this book in his hatred for the Jews

Blacks were oppressed because of belief in these principles

The red man nearly wiped of the face of the earth because of such thoughts

This was not OF God (who created all men equal)
This was of the devil who separated us like animals (placing more value on some and less value on others)

Genocide, euthanasia, abortion, racism all grow out of this pervasive thought that there is no God

But red or yellow, black or white, they are precious in His sight – God loves all the children of the world

2 Peter 3:9  God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

And it is clear in scripture, if you do not love your brother or your sister who was made in God’s image 

(no matter what their race or status or culture)

Then you do not know God

1 John 4:20-21  If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?  (21)  And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.

So, we are one in God

And God intended us to be One even as He is one

Though we see secondly, God is plural

Because He says we will make man in “OUR” image (and no He is not talking to the angels)
For they could not be included in the “us” of the Creator

So we see from the very beginning this curious anomaly that we call the trinity

(the word trinity is not in the Bible, but it what we use to describe what we see in the Bible)

Because we see that it says here, “Our image” meaning there is more than one person in the conversation

And even from the very first verse in the Bible we see this plurality

Because in Genesis 1:1 it says

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (and the word there for God is el-o-heem')
And if you don’t already know, the “im” on the end of a word in Hebrew makes the plural form
So a cherub is a single angel and cherubim is angels

And in Hebrew the word for God singular is El or Eli

But whenever the Old Testament talks about the LORD it uses the word “Elohim” (plural)

But is uses a singular sentence structure

Like in Genesis 26:24 where it says

And the LORD appeared to him (Isaac) the same night and said, "I am the God (Gods) of your father Abraham; 

Not we are the Gods
But I am the Gods

(and there are those that try to excuse the grammar and say that it is royal plural\ used to denote honor)

Because they cannot grasp how it can say such things as it does in Deuteronomy 6:4  

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!

Literally, the LORD (singular) our Gods (plural) is One (how can it be that the Lord our Gods is One?)
Confusing – No doubt

But it becomes more clear in the New Testament when it says in John 1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.

The Word was with God and the Word was God

Not the Word was “a God” and was there with “the other God”

But He was both God (singular) and with God (singular)

(a plural statement with a singular noun)

And there are many other places where the Bible teaches that the Father is God, 

The Son is God

The Holy Spirit is God

But they are all the One God

So we coined the phrase “Trinity” for the “tri-unity” of God

And in this we see true unity in diversity

Though each person of the Godhead is different

In personality, in authority, in autonomy, in function

Still there is such supreme unity

So much so that Jesus could say

John 10:30  I and My Father are one."

Though scripture tells us that Jesus was submitted to the Father in John 5:30  

I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me.

Though it tells us that Jesus will send the Holy Spirit in John 15:26  

"But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.

Though it says the Father has given authority to the Son in John 5:22  

For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son,

Still they are all One

John 14:10  Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works.

And I think that this is important to see in context here

Because the third thing we see in Genesis 1:26

Is that we are made in HIS image

And though we may not know exactly what this means

We do know that it does not mean that God is “5 foot 2 with eyes of blue”

(and we are physically made in His image)

Because Jesus tells us in John 4:24  

“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."

And we know we are not “gods”

Nor will we become gods as some will misleadingly teach in many cults

Because as we have seen there is only “One God”

Revealed in the three persons of the trinity

But we are spiritual beings like God as it says in 1 Corinthians 2:11  
For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God.

And we are living souls as it says in Genesis 2:7  

And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

But what I want us to see today

Is in the same way that the trinity is made up of the unity of God

So we who are created in the image of God
Are united as one in God
Colossians 3:10-11  and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,  where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.

Because we are from the one man

And created in the image of the One God

Who is really three in One

So are we, as the body of Christ, to be One, though we are many

So much so that Jesus would even say John 17:20-22  

"I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one:

And the best that the church can ever hope to attain

Is to be “one” even as He is “One”
That is why it says in Ephesians 5:30-32  

For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. "FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH."  This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

Why shall a man and a woman become ONE flesh?

Because we are ONE in Christ (we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones)
This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.
It is a recapitulation of creation!

Have you ever thought about the amazing miracle of a child

It is the result of two different people 
Different in personality, in authority, in autonomy, in function

But they come together in such supreme unity

That from the two is made one man (or one woman)

A combination of the chromosomes of each person that somehow connect in such a way

That there are parts of each parent in that child perfectly blended into one new person

(we think of the simple fertilization of and egg- but think about the information exchange)

Slide 64-71 (DNA complex\ avg human 50T\ stretched out\ code more complex\ fill Grand\  probability\ from conception) 

The Bible says in Ps 139:14 (I will praise thee for I am fearfully….) 
Each unique, each different (in my case very different)

But still with the undeniable connection that they are made in the image of their father (and their mother)
Something we have lost in humanity

But we can regain in Christianity

We are all united as ONE (we are many but we are one) 1 family, 1 brotherhood, 1 body, 1 blood

And this takes us back to the choice that we have to make

Really, the whole philosophy of our life is at stake

Because whether you believe what the Bible says here in Genesis 1 or not

Will shape who you are

Not physically - But spiritually

If your faith is in the ways of man and his godless solution of evolution

Then you will be like an animal

Slide 72 – (the teach we have a common heritage with earthworms)
Born of random chance

Without a real purpose

Your only hope is to survive

And it doesn’t matter at what cost

Because all it does is prove that you are the fittest

Slide 73-74 (at very early age Stalin studied evolution-highly influenced- changed his life\ He killed 60-100 mil) 
It is all about the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life

Slide 75-76
(kill one third of Cambodians\ China killed 15,000 Christians)

So kill the Jew, oppress the black, blame the white
Because there is no “right”

There is only the need to survive

And you are all alone

Side 77-80 (Kip Kinkle killing\ Dylan Kiebold\ Columbine shooting\ we teach kids)

But if your trust is in the evidence of special creation by divine intervention

Then you don’t have to fight to survive

Because you are spiritually alive

And though you are one

Different in personality, in authority, in autonomy, in function

Still you are not alone

For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones - 1 Corinthians 12:20  

But now indeed there are many members, yet one body.

And the Bible has much to say about this one body 
That has come from the One man – Christ Jesus - Colossians 3:10-11  

For we are to put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.

And when Christ IS all and IN all in your life
Then truly you have been renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him
Renewed to the way it should be

Renewed in the image of God

One with God

And One with those who belong to God
1 John 4:21  And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.

Because we are all One! Created in His image and made in His likeness
