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Gen 4



“Called of God”

Last time we were together we read of the temptation and fall of man through Adam

We saw how God had blessed man and put him in the garden

Yet through the temptation of the serpent they sinned

But we also saw how merciful God was in there restoration

He confronted them on their sin

And though they were quick to blame others

They acknowledged their transgression before the LORD

And we saw that there was consequences to their sin

But that the LORD was also merciful to cover their sin

And give the promise of a Redeemer who would come of the seed of the woman

And would have the final victory over the serpent

And it ended with Adam naming the woman in hope…”Eve”

The mother of all living

And the LORD sent them out of the garden

But not out of His presence

And it would seem that they went about the normal things of life

Because as we enter our text today

We see that they went about starting the first family

(now we call the president’s family, “the first family”…but this really was…”the first family”)

And it says in verse 1

Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, “I have acquired a man from the Lord.”

That as we start today

It tells us that Adam knew Eve

And this is not just that Adam knew about Eve

But that he knew her in a physical way and that from this she conceived a child

This is the first specific mention of sexual relations in the Bible. 

And it is note worthy that the Bible uses this terminology for that type of relationship

It shows the high, interpersonal terms in which the Bible sees the sexual relationship. 

Most terms and phrases people use for this today are either coarse, crass or violent, 

But the Bible sees it as a means of knowing one another in an intimate and personal way.

To often even with Christians there is nothing but self satisfaction in this part of the relationship

And they are greedy and pushy and carnal about it, using biblical text as a license for their behavior

Instead of letting it grow out of the intimacy that God meant it to be

But be that as it may

Adam knew Eve in this personal way

And she conceived and bore a child and named him Cain, which means “possession”

So we see that they started this first family in the normal way that we know today

And fulfilled as Adam said that she would be the mother of “all living”

Though we assume that up to this point

They did not know what a child was or what it would be like

God had said that “in pain you shall bring forth children”

But they had not yet experienced that

Most likely they had seen the process of birthing in nature around them

That the mature animals would mate and bring forth “youngins”…little ones like them

That would then grow over a period of time to be like their parents

But it would be an assumption or at least a trust on their part that it would be so with them

And so it is interesting that Eve says at his birth that, “I have acquired a man from the Lord.”

Trusting that this baby would grow to be a man

Because this was the first baby

And they had yet to see how a man-child would grow

(and really there might have been some trepidation if u think about it)

Man being one of the slowest creatures to mature

(imagine they watched the giraffe or the eagle and then they look at Cain)

Now some have said that from the language of Eve’s words

That it is possible that she thought that this was the promised Messiah

Because she literally says I have gotten a man, the Lord

And like Samuel the prophet many years later would stand before the sons of Jesse

And when he looked at Eliab he said, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is before Him!”

7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

So too, maybe Eve assumed this to be

And made such a statement

Thinking that it was Cain that was “Called of God”

And that he was her “possession” from the Lord

But we will see that such was not the case with this child

But verse 2 says

2 Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel. 

And interestingly enough

Abel means “breath” or brevity

And it goes on and says

Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 3 And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the Lord. 4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the Lord respected Abel and his offering, 5 but He did not respect Cain and his offering. 

So we see that as these boys grew

That they both chose “occupations”

Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.

Abel obviously a shepherd and Cain a farmer

And in time they eventually brought an offering of what they “produced”

Cain the Firstfruits of the ground and Abel the first born of his flock

So we see that though we have no mention of it

There was already an understanding of the sacrificial system

No doubt it was understood that the offering of those first animals as a covering for their nakedness

Was more than just “clothing” 

But also necessary to atone for their sin

That they could not approach God except their sin being covered

And as Cain and Abel grow they bring an “offering” of Firstfruits to the Lord

Bringing in, as we know the Law says, the first and the best of what we have

And it is not that one was better than the other as far as content

They were offered as the first of what they had

And we should know that this is what the Lord desires of us

That whether it is the first of our crops or of our livestock

Whether it is of our products, our time, or our finances

That of all that we have, we should bring the first and the best as an offering to Him

But we see here that the Lord respected Abel and his offering, 

But He did not respect Cain and his offering.

And we have to ask ourselves “Why”

Why was Abel’s accepted and Cain’s rejected?

What must me know about offering to God that makes it acceptable?

Well it tells us in Heb 11:4

That by faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts

That it was not the gift

But the faith behind that gift

Heb 6 tells us to move on from the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,

That there is no benefit in dead works

Sacrifice without faith

Giving without love

Because God does not look at the outward appearance but at the heart

So we might look and say

Cain’s offering was as good as Abel’s

But God says “No”

So He can see a poor widow come and drop two pennies in the offering box

And say, “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.”
Because it’s not the amount

But the heart of faith behind it that the Lord sees

And so when Cain’s offering was rejected

It was not the rejection that made his heart evil

But the evil heart that made the offering unacceptable

So his response is not a result

But just proof of what is already there

When he was “Called of God”

And it says

And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.

6 So the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.”

So we see Cain’s response to the Lord

Not one of repentance or humility

But one of pride and anger

And the Lord asks him what are you angry about?

If you do what is right you will be accepted.

The plain and simple truth is that God is not biased

He is not a respecter of persons

But a righteous judge of man’s heart

Do you realize that more is revealed about our character in the way we respond to situations

Than by any other thing we do

We may put on a good show

Give at the office

Smile and chat with everyone

Help old ladies across the street

But when someone does something that offends you

How do you respond?

When something hurts you

What do you do back?

When your world goes spinning out of control

What do you do?

Are you angry, and your countenance fallin?

Do you lash out at those around you?

Or do you humbly cry out to God and ask what you can do about it.

Do you know the world is watching you to find out

If you do well you will be accepted

Maybe not by the people around you

They may be watching, but they may not want you to succeed

They may hate you, because they hated Jesus too.

But you will be accepted by God

And isn’t that all that really matters?

And if you do not do well…

If you do reject correction to your bad reactions

It says interestingly here

“Sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.”

That in other words

“Sin is just a bad attitude away”

And when you harden your heart

And respond with anger instead of brokenness before God

Then sin is ready to jump you like a ???

God says its desire is for you

Like a crouching tiger seeking it prey

It’s waiting for the opportunity to control you

But you should rule over it

You see we give opportunity to be controlled by sin

When we harden our hearts to what the Spirit has to say

And some try to blame God for hardening hearts

And quote from Ex 9:12 saying

12 But the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh; and he did not heed them, just as the Lord had spoken to Moses

But they do not read that 4 previous times in that same account

That Pharaoh first hardened his own heart

And the Lord just solidified the position of that heart

We are responsible to be respondable when we are “Called of God”

But Cain was not

God said “If you do well will you not be accepted?”

If you repent of your evil heart and bring your offering in a right manner

Will you not be accepted and your sin pardoned

Your comfort and honor restored, and all shall be made well

God asks, Shall We not reason together

Though your sins be as scarlet the will be washed as white as snow

Though you have offended, if you repent and return, you shall find mercy. 

See how early the gospel was preached, 

And the benefit of it here offered even to one of the chief of sinners.

But if you continue in your way

You will go from bad to worse

God has warned him

The way of sin is down hill

"Now that anger is in your heart, murder is at the door.’’ 

And so we see in verse 8

8 Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.

The sad effects of sin’s entrance into the world and into the hearts of men. 

See what a root of bitterness the corrupt nature has

It takes but a little leaven to leaven the whole lump

Adam’s eating forbidden fruit seemed but a little sin, but it opened the door to the greatest of sin 

This is the fruit of the enmity which is in the seed of the serpent against the seed of the woman. 

And Abel leads the way as the first of the martyrs 

As Jesus said Mt. 23:35 that on these persecutors will come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.

And Cain stands in the front of the infamous army of persecutors

Even as Jude 11 says that those apostates of the church, were brute beasts, corrupt within themselves

Speaking evil of what they do not know

That they have gone the way of Cain 

It was from the beginning that as Gal 4:29 says

That he that was after the flesh persecute him that was after the Spirit; 

and so it is now and so it will be till the war shall end

With the eternal salvation of all the saints 

And the eternal perdition of all that hate them.

And this first murder

Was an especial heinous murder we can see in several ways

First, it was his brother, his own brother, that he murdered, his own mother’s son 

Whom he ought to have loved, 

His younger brother, whom he ought to have protected

Yet where is the natural that should have been between them

Second, that he was a good brother, 

One who had never done him any wrong, nor given him the least provocation in word or deed, 

But one whose character was righteous, and one who had been, no doubt, dutiful and respectful to him. 

But he repaid this kindness with murder

Third, that Cain had been given fair warning of this. 

Even as Elisha warned Hazael in 2Kings 8:12

You will burn their strong, walled cities with fire and kill their young men with swords. You will throw their babies to the ground and split open their pregnant women.”

 13 Hazael said, “Am I a dog? How could I do such things?”

And yet but a short time later does those very things

God himself had told him what would come of it, yet he persisted in his evil plot 

And allows sin to rule over him

Fourth, it would seem that he covered his hatred with a show of kindness

That it intimates that Cain talked “nicely” with his brother

That he pretended that everything was ok when it was not

That he hid his true feelings as a hypocrite does

And when the opportunity arose

He rose up and killed his brother

Like Joab who kissed Abner, and then killed him. 

Or Absalom who feasted with his brother Amnon and then killed him. 

Likewise it says Cain talked with Abel and then killed him

According to some Jewish traditions it adds that Cain, 

When they were in discourse in the field, maintained that there was no judgment to come, 

no future state, no rewards and punishments in the other world, 

and that when Abel spoke in defense of the truth Cain used that occasion to justify his fury 

And lastly, if you think about it, how appalling 

That in killing his brother, he directly struck at God Himself

For God’s accepting Abel was the provocation

And for this very reason he hated Abel, 

Because God loved him 

And so He struck Abel because He could strike at God

So we read in verse 9

9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?”

He said, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?”

That once again

Even as we saw with Adam and Eve

The Lord confronts the sinner

Not that God did not know

But that He desires us to acknowledge our sin

For those who would be justified before God must accuse themselves as the penitent always do

And Adam and Eve though shifting blame acknowledged that they sinned

But here we see Cain in all out denial

He pleads not guilty, and adds rebellion to his sin

He endeavors to cover a deliberate murder with a deliberate lie

He knew well enough what had become of Abel, and yet had the impudence to deny it. 

Thus, in Cain, the devil as Jesus declared, was both a murderer and a liar from the beginning. 

See how sinners’ minds are blinded, and their hearts hardened by the deceitfulness of sin

Those are strangely blind that think it possible to conceal their sins from a God that sees all

And those are strangely hard that think it desirable to conceal them from a God

Who only pardons those that will confess. 

He impudently charges his Judge with folly and injustice, 

In putting this question back to Him: Am I my brother’s keeper? 

He should have humbled himself, and have said, Am not I my brother’s murderer? 

But he flies in the face of God himself, 

As if he had asked him an impertinent question, to which he was no way obliged to give an answer

"Am I my brother’s keeper? 

Surely he is old enough to take care of himself, nor did I ever take any charge of him.’’ 

Some think he reflects on God and his providence, as if he had said, "Art not thou his keeper? 

Intimating in a sense, that it is God who has failed to keep track of Abel

If he be missing, on thee be the blame, and not on me, who never undertook to keep him.

And we should note that when we are unconcerned in their affairs of the brethren

And when we take no care when we have the opportunity to prevent their hurt

In bodies, goods, or name, and especially in their souls, we do in effect, speak the way of Cain

So God asks in verse 10

10 “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood cries out to Me from the ground. 11 So now you are cursed from the earth, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you till the ground, it shall no longer yield its strength to you. A fugitive and a vagabond you shall be on the earth.”

God gave no direct answer to his question, but rejected his plea as false and frivolous

And gets directly to the point

“What have you done?

You make it a light matter, but have you considered what an evil thing it is

So often those who are deep in sin think it such a small thing

There conscience is seared as with a hot iron

That they cannot feel the very thing that is killing them

Why conceal from the Great Physician that thing that will bring you to the grave

Why deny the proof that you are terminally ill and in need of help

You think that you can conceal it by your words

But the voice of your brother’s blood cries out to Me from the ground

He speaks as if the blood itself were both witness and prosecutor, 

Because God’s own knowledge testified against him and God’s own justice demanded satisfaction. 

Notice, murder is a crying sin, none more so

Blood calls for blood, the blood of the murdered for the blood of the murderer

It cries in the dying words of Zechariah (2 Chr. 24:22), “The Lord look on it, and repay!”

As the souls under the alter in Rev. 6:10 How long, Lord, holy, and true? 

The patient sufferers cried for pardon (Father, forgive them), but their blood cries for vengeance. 

Though the righteous hold their peace, 

Their blood has a loud and constant cry, to which the ear of the righteous God is always open

Cain, it is likely, buried the blood and the body, to conceal his crime

But sin will find you out 

And he did not bury them so deep that the cry of them didn’t reach the heavens

For the very ground in which he tried to conceal it cried out against it

In the original the word is plural, thy brother’s bloods, 

not only his blood, but the blood of all those that might have descended from him

Or the blood of all the seed of the woman, who should, in like manner, seal the truth with their blood. 

How well is it for us that the blood of Christ speaks better things than that of Abel, according to Heb. 12:24. 

Abel’s blood cried for vengeance, Christ’s blood cries for pardon.

And mercy is given by God

Rather than immediate death the Lord says

When you till the ground, it shall no longer yield its strength to you. 

A fugitive and a vagabond you shall be on the earth.”

But Cain is not satisfied with God’s mercy

And says in verse 13

13 “My punishment is greater than I can bear! 14 Surely You have driven me out this day from the face of the ground; I shall be hidden from Your face; I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth, and it will happen that anyone who finds me will kill me.”

15 And the Lord said to him, “Therefore, whoever kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the Lord set a mark on Cain, lest anyone finding him should kill him.

It would seem his chief complaint is that he will be killed

But here is God’s confirmation of the sentence

For when he judges he will make it sure

And though it may seem it was for Cain’s comfort

In reality it is to make sure the sentence is carried out

Condemned prisoners are under the special protection of the law; those that are appointed sacrifices to public justice must not be sacrificed to private revenge. 

God having said in Cain’s case, Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 

It would have been a daring usurpation for any man

To take the sword out of God’s hand and use it in His stead

God has wise and holy ends in protecting and prolonging the lives even of very wicked men. 

God deals with some according to that Ps, Slay them not, lest my people forget; scatter them by thy power
Had Cain been slain immediately, he would have been forgotten

But now he lives a more fearful and lasting monument of God’s justice, hanged in chains, as it were

Notice He set a mark upon Cain

How he is marked in wrath to distinguish him from the rest of mankind

To notify that he was the man that murdered his brother, 

Whom nobody must hurt, but whom every one must see

God stigmatized him and put upon him such a visible and indelible mark of infamy and disgrace

That would make all wise people shun him

So that he could not be otherwise than a fugitive and a vagabond, and the off-scouring of all things.

16 Then Cain went out from the presence of the Lord and dwelt in the land of Nod on the east of Eden. 17 And Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. And he built a city, and called the name of the city after the name of his son—Enoch.

Here we see Cain’s self imposed exile from the Lord

God did not say “you must leave My presence”

But Cain said surely You will hide Your face from me

And then here he “Leaves the presence of the Lord”

Did not Jesus say that this is the condemnation of the world, 

that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.”
Wicked men leave the presence of the Lord and look to blame Him

When the real reason that the leave is because their deeds are evil

And notice how he tries to avert that part of his sentence by which he was made a fugitive and a vagabond

It says Cain left the presence of the Lord and went and dwelt in the land of Nod

God says you will be a vagabond

And Cain says, I will go dwell in the land of Nod

And he chose his land on the east of Eden, 

Somewhere distant from the place where Adam and his religious family resided

Distinguishing himself and his accursed generation from the holy seed

His camp from the camp of the saints and the beloved city,. 

On the east of Eden, there where the cherubim were, with the flaming sword

There he chose his lot, as if to defy the terrors of the Lord. 

But his attempt to settle was in vain; for the land he dwelt in was to him the land of Nod

Literally that is, the land of shaking or trembling

Whether because of  geographic phenomenon 

Or because of the continual restlessness and uneasiness of his own spirit we cannot say

But we should note

That those that depart from God cannot find rest any where else

After Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, he never rested. 

Those that shut themselves out of heaven abandon themselves to a perpetual trembling

He built a city for a habitation

As a token of a fixed separation from those who are “Called of God”

To which he had no thoughts of ever returning. 

This city was to be the head-quarters of the apostasy. 

This was Cain’s choice, after he had forsaken God

He pitched upon a settlement in this world, as his rest for ever. 

Those who looked for the heavenly city chose, while on earth, to dwell in tents 

But Cain, as one that looked not for that city, built himself one here on earth. 

Those that care not for the things of God are apt to seek their settlement and satisfaction here below

Building there own kingdoms rather than their heavenly Fathers kingdom

And such was the line of Cain

To him was born Enoch and it goes on in verse 18

 18 To Enoch was born Irad; and Irad begot Mehujael, and Mehujael begot Methushael, and Methushael begot Lamech.
19 Then Lamech took for himself two wives: the name of one was Adah, and the name of the second was Zillah. 20 And Adah bore Jabal. He was the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock. 21 His brother’s name was Jubal. He was the father of all those who play the harp and flute. 22 And as for Zillah, she also bore Tubal-Cain, an instructor of every craftsman in bronze and iron. And the sister of Tubal-Cain was Naamah.

Cain’s built up a city and then he built up his family

Here is an account of his posterity, at least the heirs of his family, for seven generations. 

His son was Enoch, of the same name, 

But not of the same character, as that holy man that walked with God, in Ch 5:22. 

The names of more of his posterity are mentioned, but just mentioned

Though they built up cities and built up their families

And built up their trades

They were not only themselves men of business, 

but men that were serviceable to the world, and eminent for the invention, 

or at least the improvement, of some useful arts. 

Jabal was a famous shepherd; 

he delighted much in keeping cattle himself, 

and was happy in devising methods of doing it better

Jubal was a famous musician, and particularly an organist, and the first that gave rules for the noble art or science of music. When Jabal had set them in a way to be rich, Jubal put them in a way to be merry. 

Tubal Cain was a famous smith, 

who greatly improved the art of working in brass and iron

Here they had their idols

Jabal was their Pan and Jubal was their Apollo and Tubal Cain their Vulcan

All the ways of the world wrapped up in them

Worldly things are the only things that carnal people set their hearts upon 

and are most ingenious and industrious about. 

Here we have a father of shepherds and a father of musicians, but not a father of the faithful. 

Here was one to teach in brass and iron, but none to teach the good knowledge of the Lord. 

Here were devices how to be rich, and how to be mighty, and how to be merry, 

but nothing of God, nor of his fear and service, among them. 

And we see the results of their ways in Lamech in verse 23

23 Then Lamech said to his wives:

“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;

Wives of Lamech, listen to my speech!

For I have killed a man for wounding me,

Even a young man for hurting me.

24 If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold,

Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold.”

By this speech of Lamech, which is here recorded, and probably was much talked of in those times, 

We see he appears to have been quite a wicked man

How bloody and vicious he was to all about him

He sees himself a man of a fierce and cruel disposition, 

That would slay any about him without mercy, 

And kill all that stood in his way even be it a young man

Even if it was just that he was hurt

Some say because of the language of verse 24

That he compares himself with Cain

That maybe he had murdered some of the holy seed, the true worshippers of God, 

And that he acknowledged this to be the wounding of his conscience and the hurt of his soul

And like Cain, he continued impenitent, untrembling and unhumbled. 

How he presumes even upon God’s protection in his wicked way

He had heard that Cain should be avenged seven-fold

That is, that if any man should dare to kill Cain

He should be severely reckoned with and punished for so doing,

Though Cain deserved to die a thousand deaths for the murder of his brother, 

And so he infers that if any one should kill him for the murders he had committed 

God would much more avenge his death even than Cain’s. 

As if the special care God took to prolong and secure the life of Cain

for special reasons that God alone would know

Were designed as a protection to all murderers. 

Thus Lamech perversely argues, "If God provided for the safety of Cain, 

How much more for mine, who, though I have slain many, yet never slew my own brother

and without provocation, as he did.’’ 

Often times the wicked see God’s merciful ways as a license for sin

But if God should bear long with those who thus presume upon his forbearance, 

They do nothing but store up the treasure of wrath unto themselves against the day of wrath.

On that day when they are “called of God”

25 And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth, “For God has appointed another seed for me instead of Abel, whom Cain killed.” 26 And as for Seth, to him also a son was born; and he named him Enosh. 

This is the first mention of Adam in the story of this chapter. 

No question, the murder of Abel, and the impenitence and apostasy of Cain, 

Were a very great grief to him and Eve, 

And more so because their own folly had brought this into the world

And now they paid for it as they were deprived of both their sons in one day, 

But here we have that which was a relief to our first parents in their affliction.
God gave them to see the re-building of their family, 

Which was sorely shaken and weakened by this event. 

They saw their seed, another seed instead of Abel, v. 25. 

We see God’s kindness and tenderness towards his people in his providential dealings with them

When he takes away one comfort from them, 

He gives them another instead of it, which may prove a greater blessing to them than the first

Though the enemy would shake the foundations of our hope

Our God builds it back up again

Those who slay God’s servants hope by this means to wear out the saints of the Most High; 

But they will be deceived

Christ shall still see his seed

God can out of stones raise up children for Himself, 

And He makes the blood of the martyrs the seed of the church

That though one may die the Lord raises up another in his place

This son they called Seth (that is, set, settled, or placed), 

Because, in his seed, mankind should continue to the end of time, 

And from him the Messiah should descend and it is settled. 

While Cain, the head of the apostasy, is made a wanderer, 

Seth, from whom the true church was to come, is one fixed. 

As is all who are truly “called of God”

In Christ and his church is the only true settlement upon this earth

And they saw their seed’s seed, v. 26. To Seth was born a son called Enosh, 

Which is that general name for all men, 

Which speaks of the weakness, frailty, and misery, of man’s state. 

The best men are the most aware of this

Both in themselves and their children. 

We are never so settled as when we remind ourselves that we are frail.

For when we are week then we are strong in the Lord

And it is upon Him that we must lean

And the chapter ends

Then men began to call on the name of the Lord.

And some read this as it might be translated that

“Men began to profane the name of the Lord”

But it seems to me it matters little which way it is rendered

Because what we definitely do see is the dichotomy between the two

Here we have seen the ungodly line of Cain through seven generations

Ending with wicked Lamech

And then in contrast we have the new seed in Seth

In whom it is settled

And we see his seed Enos

And we know that the seventh generation in the line of Seth was Enoch

Of whom the Bible says

Jude 14 Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”

That he was a preacher of righteousness 

That he was “called of God” and “called upon the name of God”

That like his father Adam, Enoch walked with God

Gen 5:24 tells us Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

Heb 11:5 says

5 By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and was not found, because God had taken him”; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

And is it not when men profane the name of the Lord 

That godly men need more than ever to stir up themselves to do more in the name of God than ever before

That it was then that the worshippers of God began to distinguish themselves. 

The amplified reading say, Then began men to be called by the name of the Lord, 

Or to call themselves by the name of the Lord

Like at Antioch where the followers of Jesus were first called Christians

Now that Cain and those that had deserted religion had built a city

And begun to declare for impiety and irreligion, and fly their banner high

That it was time that those that adhered to God began to declare Him and call for His worship, 

Now began the distinction between professors and profane, 

That which has been kept up ever since, and will be while the world stands.

And so it should be for all that are “Called of God”

That the atheist and the agnostic will shout their point of view

And by their many words and often times worldly organizations (ACLU)

Will try to get all to bow down to their ways

But those that are called of God must stand

And be willing to be called by the name of the Lord

Though all of Babylon will bow

The three Hebrew boys that were know by the name of the God of Israel would not

They stood for God, because they were called by the name of their God

And the time is coming (and already is in many places)

That many will think they do good in killing those who follow God

That yes, there is the danger when standing up for righteousness

But realize the first man that dies in the Bible is a saint

One that was accepted and beloved of God

God shows us that the first that went to the grave

Was the first that went to heaven. (How Rad is that)

God would secure to himself the first-fruits, 

the first-born to the dead, the first that opened the way into another world. 

Abel’s death has not only no curse on it, but it has a crown in it

And so are all who give their life to Christ

To all those who are “Called of God”

As Paul said in 2Tim 4:8

8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.

It is the glory of those who are called of God to call upon their God

And to be called by His Holy name

Are you called of God? Are you called by His name?

If not you can be today and join the lineage of righteous Abel

And you can gain the crown that awaits all those that long for His appearing

