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Gen 32


“Surrendered”
Well we start chapter 32 today

And we are with Jacob as he finally makes it back to the Promised Land

Remember it has been many years since he had left that day

Fleeing from his brother Esau who had sworn to kill him

His mother Rachel had devised a plan to send him away

So that he would be out of reach of Esau 

But what was intended as a short stay ended up being over 20 years

And as we have journeyed with Jacob during this time we have seen that they were tough years

Years of hard work and many trials

Living in difficult conditions and being deceived many times by his father-in-law Laban

And then pursued all the way to the mountains of Gilead as if he were a thief

We even heard Jacob summarize it last time saying to Laban

38 These twenty years I have been with you; your ewes and your female goats have not miscarried their young, and I have not eaten the rams of your flock. 39 That which was torn by beasts I did not bring to you; I bore the loss of it. You required it from my hand, whether stolen by day or stolen by night. 40 There I was! In the day the drought consumed me, and the frost by night, and my sleep departed from my eyes. 41 Thus I have been in your house twenty years; I served you fourteen years for your two daughters, and six years for your flock, and you have changed my wages ten times. 42 Unless the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely now you would have sent me away empty-handed. 
And so they departed one from the other on less than friendly terms
And they built there the heap of stones called Mizpah
Agreeing that they would not pass over to where the other was
And so from there we enter in to chapter 32 and it starts and says
So Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 2 When Jacob saw them, he said, “This is God’s camp.” And he called the name of that place Mahanaim.

That even as Jacob left the hostile environment of Laban and the situation at Gilead
What do we see but that he sees “the angels of God” meeting him

That this wonderful revelation of God’s presence and care came after Jacob headed back to the land of Pro

That so often we can be hindered from seeing what God is doing because we are so caught up in the world

(in our Haran) And that those things are the priorities and not walking with the LORD

We say we are surrendered to LORD
But in reality we are caught up in the things of life

And it chokes out the things of God

Once Jacob left Haran and came back to the Promised Land

Once he entered back into the things of God

It was then that the angels of God met him

And when he saw them he said this is “God’s camp”

That he recognized that it belonged to the LORD
In as much as he recognized that the LORD was at Bethel on his way out of the land saying
“How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!”
So he sees here as he comes back in
This is the camp of God and he called it Mahanaim
Literally, that means “double camp” or “two camps”

That he realized he was not alone
God had a camp of angels with him at Mahanaim.

How glorious it is when we realize that the angels of God are camped with us
That we are surrounded by them when we are surrendered to God
Remembered in 2Kings 6 there were “two camps” seen by Elisha the prophet

But his servant only saw the one camp of the Syrian army surrounding the city 

And he cried out “Master, what shall we do?” 

16 And Elisha answered, “Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” 17 And he prayed, and said, “Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.” Then the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.
That there indeed was a double camp

And the angel of God were on there side

Because they had already surrendered to God

They were the servants of God

And that is a wonderful place to be
In a book by Billy Graham he tells of John Paton, a missionary to the New Hebrides Islands, 
And how one night hostile natives surrounded his missions headquarters, intent on burning the Patons out and killing them. He and his wife prayed through the entire night, and when daylight finally came, their attackers all left. A year later, the chief of the tribe became a Christian, and Paton asked the man about that night. The chief replied, “Who were all those men you had with you there?” The missionary explained only he and his wife were there. The chief insisted he had seen hundreds of big men with shining garments and swords circling the mission headquarters, so the natives were afraid to attack 
That night in the New Hebrides Islands, there was a “Mahanaim”!
And to the servants of God who were surrendered to God

They found out that they were in a double camp surrounded by the angels of God

Even as Jacob did that day

And they did not need to fear, “for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”
And we see as Jacob has surrendered to God

And has obeyed His voice

And has come back into the Promised Land
That the angels of God have met him and he is ready to face his brother Esau

So we see in verse 3
3 Then Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother in the land of Seir, the country of Edom. 4 And he commanded them, saying, “Speak thus to my lord Esau, ‘Thus your servant Jacob says: “I have dwelt with Laban and stayed there until now. 5 I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, and male and female servants; and I have sent to tell my lord, that I may find favor in your sight.” ’ ”

That Jacob seeks to be reconciled with his brother (who 20 years before swore to kill him)
And he began by humbling himself and sending the message, “your servant Jacob says”
That he comes back not struggling with Esau for the birthright but satisfied to be surrendered to God
And he sends word to Esau that I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, and male and female servants: 
Jacob isn’t bragging 
He wants Esau to know that he has not come to take anything from him

That he is at peace with the angels of God camped with him

And the LORD has supplied all his needs and all is good
And we see in verse 6

6 Then the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to your brother Esau, and he also is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him.” 7 So Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed; and he divided the people that were with him, and the flocks and herds and camels, into two companies. 8 And he said, “If Esau comes to the one company and attacks it, then the other company which is left will escape.”

That all of the sudden in this place of comfort comes great distress

He sent to his brother saying “your servant comes and needs nothing”

But he hears back
Your brother is coming and he has something to give you and he has 400 men with him to give it
And immediately Jacob gets unsettled

His mind starts racing and he fears the worst

The angels of God had met him but that is all forgotten now
He has problems that need taking care of and he was greatly afraid and distressed

Before he had left his brother had swore to kill him
And his mother Rebekah told Jacob to go… 

until your brother’s anger turns away from you, and he forgets what you have done to him; 
then I will send and bring you from there 
But Rebekah never sent for Jacob
So he had every reason to believe 20 years had not diminished his brother’s anger one bit
But Jacob also had every reason to believe God would protect him. 
He seems to have forgotten that “God’s camp” was right there with his camp 
And to the servant of God who were surrendered to God

That he was in a double camp surrounded by the angels of God

And that he did not need to fear, “for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”
And though he didn’t know if Esau was coming in peace or in war. 
He could have found safety in his circumstances because he was surrounded by the angels of God…

If he was completely surrendered to God
Instead what do we see that he does but divides the people that were with him into two companies
He uses man’s wisdom to prepare for Esau’s coming, and he splits his people into “two camps”

He could have trusted God to protect all that he had

But he forgot about “God’s camp” and he makes his own “two camps”, his own “Mahanaim

Then we see as we often do in our own self sufficiency

That after we take things out of God’s hands and back into our own hands

Then, after all that, and all our preparation, then we cry out to God as we see in verse 9
9 Then Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, the Lord who said to me, ‘Return to your country and to your family, and I will deal well with you’: 10 I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies and of all the truth which You have shown Your servant; for I crossed over this Jordan with my staff, and now I have become two companies. 11 Deliver me, I pray, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear him, lest he come and attack me and the mother with the children. 12 For You said, ‘I will surely treat you well, and make your descendants as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.’ ”

That after first reacting in fear and unbelief, Jacob did the right thing 

He does well in pleading to God
Praying upon the promises of what God has revealed

Remembering what the LORD has said and done and “who He is”
Many times our prayers lack substance b’cuz we do not know what He has said or done or really who He is
There is little of the things of God in our prayers
Because there is little of God in us

Because we do not know Him and are not surrendered to Him

Look how Jacob acknowledges how he was not worthy of what God has done for him
Or what he was asking God to do
But by being surrendered to God he has learned it is not based on his “worthiness”

But that it’s based on God’s “goodness”

Based on His promises to those who will come to Him
Promises not to everyone but to those surrendered to Him

To those that have put their trust in Him

And who look to Him

To those who by faith “are in His camp” and not their own
And so Jacob prayed and then verse 13 says
13 So he lodged there that same night, and took what came to his hand as a present for Esau his brother: 14 two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, 15 thirty milk camels with their colts, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty female donkeys and ten foals. 16 Then he delivered them to the hand of his servants, every drove by itself, and said to his servants, “Pass over before me, and put some distance between successive droves.” 17 And he commanded the first one, saying, “When Esau my brother meets you and asks you, saying, ‘To whom do you belong, and where are you going? Whose are these in front of you?’ 18 then you shall say, ‘They are your servant Jacob’s. It is a present sent to my lord Esau; and behold, he also is behind us.’ ” 19 So he commanded the second, the third, and all who followed the droves, saying, “In this manner you shall speak to Esau when you find him; 20 and also say, ‘Behold, your servant Jacob is behind us.’ ” For he said, “I will appease him with the present that goes before me, and afterward I will see his face; perhaps he will accept me.” 21 So the present went on over before him, but he himself lodged that night in the camp.

That after he prayed we see what he does

And this is where we see if we are really surrendered to God

Because we can all pray…even unbelievers “can pray” 
But will we stay with what we pray

Will we hold on for God to do what we have asked?
Or will we go ahead and make our plans and do it ourselves, because after all God’s not doing it
George Mueller, a great man of faith and prayer, was once asked 
“What is the most important part of prayer?”

He replied: “The 15 minutes after I have said, ‘Amen.’ 
That we need to pray

But we need to stay with what we pray

And allow the LORD to move

If we are surrendered to Him
What do we see with Jacob but that right after he hangs up the phone with God

He starts taking matters into his own hands

Ok, here in the war room…load up the torpedoes, get the fighter jets on the runway & call out the Marines
That he took what came to his hand as a present for Esau his brother
That previously he was fine with just telling his brother that he had no needs
That he wasn’t come to strive for the inheritance

But to be surrendered to God and willing to be his brothers servant

Now that he is afraid and thinks don’t look so good
He decides he needs to sent him a present

More really than a present, it was actually quite an impressive buyoff

He even said, “I will appease him with the present that goes before me”

Then afterwards I will see his face and perhaps he will accept me.”

That it would seem that this is an example of “when all else fails, pray.” 
And as soon as you’re done praying, go back to your own plans
He hoped that by sending all these things that it would change Esau’s heart and he would accept Jacob

He feared for his safety, so he divided up the family and sent the gifts in waves

He instructed each caravan what to say so that he might build to the crescendo

And he didn’t come in faith at the head of all that he brought

But cowered at the rear hoping to be protected by his possessions rather than by his God

He thought he had surrendered all

Like the song
All to Jesus, I surrender, all to Him I freely give;

I will ever love and trust Him, in His presence daily live.

I surrender all, I surrender all, 

All to Thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all.
But instead of surrendering his will and his life

Jacob figured “I’ll surrender all the goats. 
If that isn’t enough, I surrender all the sheep. 
If that isn’t enough, I surrender all the camels (I’ll surrender all my possessions)
But he wasn’t ready to surrender himself.

He still wanted it his way
And it was evident by the way he behaved

Verse 22 tells us
22 And he arose that night and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven sons, and crossed over the ford of Jabbok. 23 He took them, sent them over the brook, and sent over what he had. 24 Then Jacob was left alone; and a Man wrestled with him until the breaking of day.
That after all that, it was just Jacob and his family

And he sent them across to the other side of the brook
And there he was “left alone” after all his scheming

And what do we see happens

That a man wrestled with him til the break of day

That when all is said and done, we are left to wrestle with it

And here in our text we see that this is none other than God as verse 28 tells us, that he wrestles with
And we can be so resourceful, send our gifts, change our plans, manipulate our circumstances,

Do everything we can to convince the people around us

Even elaborately choreographed scenarios like we see with Jacob here

But in the end we find out we are not wrestling with them, we are wrestling with God
That when we are not surrendered to God

Though we are surrounded by God

We still act so self-sufficient with God
We remember one who did that on the Damascus road, one who thought he knew what the LORD wanted
But the Lord came and knocked Saul off his high horse

And Saul said, “Who are You, Lord?”

Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”
That Saul… you are fighting a losing battle
And you just need to surrender

And what was Saul’s response 

Trembling and astonished, he said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” (I surrender)
And many of us wrestle with God

But we don’t give up as easy

We are willing like Jacob to wrestle all night

We are like that dog that just won’t give up that bone

We may have surrendered some of our stuff to the LORD

But ultimately we refuse to surrender ourselves to God

And I think that is what we see here with Jacob
And verse 25 tells us
25 Now when He saw that He did not prevail against him, He touched the socket of his hip; and the socket of Jacob’s hip was out of joint as He wrestled with him.
That we see an interesting scenario here
That Jacob wrestles with God 

But that God sees that He does not prevail

And we can look at that and say well how could Jacob win against God

But that is because we can have a skewed view of what it means to prevail

Because though it certainly can mean “prevailing by one being stronger”
It can also be “prevailing because one surrenders”
That obviously Jacob could not win against God
But that he was also so stubborn that he would not surrender to God
And when the Lord saw that Jacob would not surrender

He touched Jacob’s hip and it became dislocated

That like a lil child wrestling against a strong man (or me against Ken Graves)
He could easy maim or even crush him if he so desired

But God’s goal is not for Him to “succeed” but for us to “surrender”
And if we are exceptionally stubborn

He may even need to knock us off our high horse

Or use some means to get us to finally give in

And so we see here
He reaches out and touches Jacob’s hip

And instantly Jacob realizes he doesn’t stand a chance

After wrestling all night thinking somehow he could prevail

He sees with a simple touch it’s all over but the shouting and he can’t win

This is one time where all his wrangling and wrestling

His planning and his plotting, 
His conniving conspiring, 

His crooked crafty calculating, 

His clever, conciliatory, contriving and his courteous and cunning collusion

Simply couldn’t cut the cake (could it!?)
And so there he is now physically disabled
And then verse 26 tells us
 26 And He said, “Let Me go, for the day breaks.”
But he (Jacob) said, “I will not let You go unless You bless me!”

That here we see even in defeat, that Jacob is a fighter
That even if I surrender 

I want to be the best “surrenderer”

That I will not let you go unless you bless me

And the Lord responds

27 “What is your name?”

He said, “Jacob.”

28 And He said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed.”

It is interesting that when Jacob asks the LORD for a blessing 

The LORD responds by asking Jacob what his name is. 

Jacob responds to God and says his name is "heelcatcher, supplanter, conniver."  

One who takes advantage of others by my plans and schemes, my pushing my own plans
But we see the blessing is 
That you will no longer be called Jacob or "heelcatcher," but you will be Israel or "ruled by God."  
You will no longer be a self-sufficient, self-made man, but you will be a man governed by God.

What a blessing when our life is ruled “by God”.  
And this is obtained when we surrender “to God”.  
And you might say well it says there that Jacob “prevailed against God”

“That Jacob won?!”

But what you need to understand is that we don’t prevail against the Lord by strength but by surrender

Not by haughtiness but by humility

You see we may not see it here but Ho12:3-5 makes it clear: He took his brother by the heel in the womb, & in his strength he struggled with God. Yes he struggled with the Angel & prevailed; he wept & sought favor from Him 
He found Him in Bethel & there He spoke to us; that is the Lord God of hosts. The Lord is His memorable name 
That this wasn’t Jacob dictating terms to God as he did on previous occasions. 
God defeated Jacob here, but it was because Jacob’s finally surrendered 
The Bible says, "Woe unto him who strives with his maker." 

Not because you can win, because you can’t. But because God desires to bless you and He can’t…
If you won’t surrender
Here we see with Jacob that he had to weep that he might win

That God had to cripple him in order to crown him. 

And that by surrendering he succeeded

Jacob sought the blessing with weeping, because he knew that he was whooped
He cried with desperation because he knew he was defeated

And now he begged for God to bless him
And that’s a glorious place to be

It is good when we can cry with Paul in 2Cor12:9

That the Lord said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

We need to come to a place where we realize we can’t prevail with God by power

But only by our destitute surrender

We may not be able to wrestle any more
But we can sure hang on for the blessing as Jacob did

And what is the blessing that Jacob gets
He gets a change of character reflected in his name

No longer the conniver

But now the one governed by God

Because he finally surrendered

Really God is answering Jacob’s prayer in Genesis 32
But before he was delivered from Esau
He first had to be delivered from himself

He didn’t prevail by his haughtiness

But only by humility

And when he finally surrendered was when he finally succeeded

You see the LORD is open to the cry of His children.  
And a broken and contrite heart He will not despise

And we prevail with Him in prayer
When we finally surrender of ourselves

Then verse 29 says
29 Then Jacob asked, saying, “Tell me Your name, I pray.”

And He said, “Why is it that you ask about My name?” And He blessed him there.

30 So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: “For I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.” 31 Just as he crossed over Penuel the sun rose on him, and he limped on his hip. 32 Therefore to this day the children of Israel do not eat the muscle that shrank, which is on the hip socket, because He touched the socket of Jacob’s hip in the muscle that shrank.

That Jacob asked “What’s Your name”
But the response was, “what difference does it make” Just surrender
It is actually similar to the response to Manoah the father of Samson in Judges 13
17 Then Manoah said to the Angel of the Lord, “What is Your name, that when Your words come to pass we may honor You?” 18 And the Angel of the Lord said to him, “Why do you ask My name, seeing it is wonderful?”

And the Hebrew word translated “wonderful” means incomprehensible, unconceivable, extraordinary

That there’s no way for you to understand
I am that I am

I am the becoming One

The same One that spoke to Abraham and Issac & the One that would appear to Moses at the burning bush

The one that created the heavens and the earth and that created you and me

The true and the living God, the only God

And it is believed that this was a Christophony, an appearance of Christ before He was born in Bethlehem

Because as john 1:18 says

No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.
And Jacob leaves that place knowing that he has wrestled with God
And he names the place Peniel because he has seen God face to face and lived

That he knows it is only by God’s grace that he was not consumed

And that it is by God’s grace that he is now changed

Yes on the outside

Because it says as the sun rose he limped on his hip

But it was just an external sign of the internal changed 
Because now he was surrendered to God

And you can imagine as he crossed over the brook to his family

And they saw him walking with that limp

They probably asked “Jacob, what is the matter”

And maybe he responded 

Nothing is wrong because I am Israel 
And contrary to my limp, I have prevailed with God, because I surrendered
And how we need to come to a place where we realize we can’t prevail with God by power

But only by our destitute surrender

We may not be able to wrestle any more

But we can sure hang on for the blessing as Jacob did

And what is the blessing that we will get

A change of character reflected in our name

No longer the self made, self-sufficient, self-centered person that we once were 

But now one governed by God like Israel

Not that we are perfect by a long shot

But no longer being caught up in the things of life and it choking out the things of God

No longer being in our own self-sufficient camp
But being in “God’s camp” , His “Mahanaim” Double camp

Our camp surrounded by Gods camp, As we are surrendered completely to Him

Then truly we can be called “Christian” (Not a label like for so many)

But what should reflect the internal change of surrender as we succeed in being conformed into the image of Christ
