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Gen 23


“Precious Investments”
Well as we enter in to chapter 23

We see what many people think of as a very inapplicable chapter

It is a short account of the death of Sarah and her burial at Hebron

And from the surface

And strictly from an exegetical standpoint

There really isn’t a lot here

And we will cover what is, as is our way, as we go verse by verse

But even more so I want us to see the bigger picture

I want us to see the connection and the correlation

Because sometimes we can miss the forest because of the trees

And we need to take the whole book, the whole Bible

And look at it as one complete story of redemption

And how important that it is that we invest ourselves in it

That as Jesus said, 

You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.
Ps 40 In the volume of the book it is written of Me—
That we need to remember that these things that are written

Are not just factual and historical
But also applicable and relatable

And not just in the immediate context
But in the overall picture of things that the LORD would have us know
That time spent in the scriptures really are a “precious investment” in knowing our God

That as Heb 1 tells us

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets,

And that some of those “various ways” were by the types and foreshadowing of things to come

Through the parables and analogies that God uses in scripture

That He really comes to us “in the volume of the book”

And as the men are studying Isaiah

We are seeing how these prophecies and signs are not just applicable to the immediate situation

But also very relevant to the future

And to understanding what the LORD is doing
As Hos 12:10

10 I have also spoken by the prophets, And have multiplied visions; 

I have given symbols through the witness of the prophets.”

And so as I was preparing this study and meditating on God’s Word
I was thinking about how this is Palm Sunday

This is the day that Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the donkey

The Triumphal Entry that we studied as we went through Mathew
And do you remember what they were doing
It tells us in Matt 21
8 a very great multitude spread their clothes on the road; others cut down branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 Then the multitudes who went before and those who followed cried out, saying:
“Hosanna to the Son of David!

‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’

Hosanna in the highest!”

That as Jesus road towards the temple

Coming into His temple as the prophets had said

These people recognized it and rejoiced

Laying down the palm branches and spreading out their cloaks

And cried out Hosanna…save now

But why did they do that

How did they “know” what to do?
Because it’s in the scriptures!!
Mixed in with the prophecies and pictures of Daniel and Ezekiel and Zechariah and the Psalms
As a matter of fact, according to Rabbis, Psalms 113‑118 form the Hallel, the Hymns of Praise, 

Which were to be sung at the three great Festivals of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles, 

As well as at the Festival of the Dedication and at the New Moons.  

These were “required songs” to know
And Psalm 118, being last…
Was sung “after” Passover in anticipation of the Lord saving the nation of Israel
And it says…
Ps 118:19
Open to me the gates of righteousness;


I will go through them,


And I will praise the Lord.

20
This is the gate of the Lord,


Through which the righteous shall enter.

21
I will praise You,


For You have answered me,


And have become my salvation.

22
The stone which the builders rejected


Has become the chief cornerstone.

23
This was the Lord’s doing;


It is marvelous in our eyes.

24
This is the day the Lord has made;


We will rejoice and be glad in it.

25
Save now, I pray, O Lord; (Hosanna)


O Lord, I pray, send now prosperity.

26
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

We have blessed you from the house of the Lord.

So they sang this Psalm for Him

Because He was what it was about

They knew the scriptures and the types and pictures in it

And recognized this as that day

And so they sang

And even as some of the Pharisees objected, saying “Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.”

Jesus answered and said to them, “I tell you that if these should keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out
That even nature recognized what should be done

Even if the Pharisees didn’t

And it goes on to say in Luke 19
41 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, 42 saying, “If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, 44 and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation.”
That this was indeed the day

This was the time prophesied when the Messiah the prince should come in

And that even if the people did not recognize it

Then the very rocks would cry out in fulfillment of prophecy

That the Lord can raise up children of Abraham from the very stones He says

That if He can’t use us 
He will use other means

Because what He has said will come to pass

Whether we will invest in His plans or not
So better to know what the will of the Lord is

To know what He has planned

Even as Daniel said about this very day
Dan 9:25
“Know therefore and understand,

That the Lord told them

You should know
That this is the day that the Lord has made

This is what He is going to do

And Jesus weeps because He knows what their rejection will mean

Not His crucifixion, But their condemnation

 “If they had only known the things that make for your peace! 

But now they are hidden from your eyes.

Destruction will now come because you missed your opportunity for salvation

And in that same way we need to understand the scriptures as a whole 
And how all the pictures and prophecies weave together to reveal God’s plan

And invest ourselves in understanding

And even as much as Chapter 21 was an incredible picture of the sacrifice of the Father

Giving His only begotten Son as the sacrifice
That Abraham was a type of the Father and Isaac was a type of the Son, Jesus Christ

And we talked briefly about how that type is carried through into Chapter 24

As Isaac is no longer on the scene after the sacrifice

And does not return until the servant brings back his bride

And that it is a type of the Jesus and the church

But then we have this intervening chapter between

And some wonder how does it correlate to the other events

But it does

Because if you look through scripture you see

That it speaks of the nation of Israel as married to God
Jer3:14 “Return, O backsliding children,” says the Lord; “for I am married to you.

And when He rebuked them He would say

8 Then I saw that for all the causes for which backsliding Israel had committed adultery, I had put her away and given her a certificate of divorce

So we see then that as Abraham is a type or the Father
So Sarah is a type of Israel

And that it was from Sarah that the Messiah would come

Even as Jesus would come from the nation of Israel

And so we have an interesting picture painted here don’t we

So as it starts here in chapter23 saying 

Sarah lived one hundred and twenty-seven years; these were the years of the life of Sarah. 2 So Sarah died in Kirjath Arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her.

And as a quick note we see her age was 127 years

That she lived a good long life and was blessed with a child from the Lord

But we also can calculate from that 

That Isaac was 37 at her death, because she was 90 when he was born

And again interesting that this means that Isaac was less than 37 

When the sacrifice on Mt Moriah took place

How much younger we don’t know

Could it have been 4 years previous

Could have Isaac been 33 when this happened?

We don’t know

But again the parallels and the pictures that the Son would be in His 30’s

That as we look at chapters 22, 23, and 24 in sequence, 

We find that chapter 22 tells of the sacrifice of Isaac; 

Chapter 23 tells of the death of Sarah; 

And in chapter 24, we find the gathering of a bride for the son by the servant

So we see that after the sacrifice of the son

The wife of his father dies

And we know that after the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and the rejection of Him as the Messiah by the Jews, 
Israel, the wife of the Father, dies in a sense, and is set aside.

And then the servant, which is a type of the Holy Spirit is dispatched to get a bride for the son, 
Not from the land where they were dwelling
But to go back to the pagan nation from which they came and to get the bride for his son. 
So we see this picture of the death of Sarah or the setting aside of the nation of Israel
And then God getting from among the gentiles, a "bride" for His Son.

And you may say that is quite a stretch
Or seems like quite a bit of conjecture, and we don’t like conjecture

So we turn to the New Testament and we look for confirmation

And we can turn to Romans chapter 9-11

And see what Paul says about this very thing

He starts off in Rom 9 saying
I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, 2 that I have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises; 5 of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen.

That even as Isaac came from Sarah

So also according to the flesh, Christ came from Israel

To whom pertained the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the law, the service and the promises of God

And he goes on through 9 and 10 telling of Israel’s rejection of the Messiah

Of their present condition of blindness and being “cutoff” and of their need for the gospel

Because they have been set aside by God as He gathers “the bride” for His Son
Fulfilling the picture in Gen 22-24

But then Paul goes on to say in 11:11
That it’s not “exactly” like Gen 23

(and that is the danger of pictures and types is that we can carry them to far)

So Paul says in Rom 11:11
11 I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? (Are they dead w\o hope) Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. 12 Now if their fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches for the Gentiles, how much more their fullness!
13 For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14 if by any means I may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh and save some of them. 15 For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?

16 For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches. 17 And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree, 18 do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports you.

19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in.” 20 Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either. 22 Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off. 23 And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, who are natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?

25 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written:

And we can see that even as verse 2 tells us that 
Abraham came to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her.

That the Father weeps over the loss of Israel

That likewise even as we saw at the Triumphal Entry

That Jesus wept over Jerusalem at their death saying

“If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes

And as Paul said at the beginning of Romans 9

That I have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites

SO we see the picture that is painted
We see the confirmation of it in the New Testament
And we understand a little clearer the overall picture of the scriptures

And we see what a precious investment it is to study and see what the LORD has in His Word

And it goes on in verse 3&4 and says

3 Then Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spoke to the sons of Heth, saying, 4 “I am a foreigner and a visitor among you. Give me property for a burial place among you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight.”

And here we see that Abraham mourns his wife

But then picks up and carries on

That there are tragedies that beset our lives

And grief is real and powerful

And I know what it is like to bury your 2 year old baby

And the pain that comes from it

But I also know the power of the Lord.

That enables you “to stand up again” and carry on.

Even as Abraham did here

And what do we see him do but make “arrangements” for her burial

What is interesting and what I want to point out

Is that Abraham claims that he is a “foreigner and a visitor”

Though he is in the land that God gave him

That in reality this was his land and “they” were the “foreigners and visitors”
But despite the fact that God had already promised him the land

That he believed in the promises of God

And he had need of some of that land which God have given him

Instead of claiming his right

He is a witness of the light

You see he takes this occasion to confess that he was a stranger and a pilgrim upon earth
Not so much “in this land” as it was on this earth

He was not ashamed to confess that 

10 he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.

And what a precious investment it is when we take the opportunity to share our faith

That there is no better time to examine ourselves then when death comes to visit

That there is a sobriety and an openness that comes with the loss of someone we love

And it is a time to remind ourselves and others around us

That this world is not our home

That though we sorrow

We do not sorrow as those who have no hope, because we have the promises of God
And so we see Abraham makes a precious investment in witnessing to them
And we see that it was in the next verse where it says

5 And the sons of Heth answered Abraham, saying to him, 6 “Hear us, my lord: You are a mighty prince among us; bury your dead in the choicest of our burial places. None of us will withhold from you his burial place, that you may bury your dead.”

That they say to him

You are a mighty prince among us

And the word translated there “mighty”

Is the Hebrew word “Elohym”…god

So a more literal translation like the ASV and Young’s would say

“Thou art a prince of God among us”

That clearly they recognized God’s hand upon him

That he was a witness of the LORD
And was respected among the people

They even offer him any place that he would like to bury his dead
But does he take advantage of this opportunity

We see how he responds in the following verses

7 Then Abraham stood up and bowed himself to the people of the land, the sons of Heth. 8 And he spoke with them, saying, “If it is your wish that I bury my dead out of my sight, hear me, and meet with Ephron the son of Zohar for me, 9 that he may give me the cave of Machpelah which he has, which is at the end of his field. Let him give it to me at the full price, as property for a burial place among you.”

10 Now Ephron dwelt among the sons of Heth; and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the presence of the sons of Heth, all who entered at the gate of his city, saying, 11 “No, my lord, hear me: I give you the field and the cave that is in it; I give it to you in the presence of the sons of my people. I give it to you. Bury your dead!”

12 Then Abraham bowed himself down before the people of the land; 13 and he spoke to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land, saying, “If you will give it, please hear me. I will give you money for the field; take it from me and I will bury my dead there.”

14 And Ephron answered Abraham, saying to him, 15 “My lord, listen to me; the land is worth four hundred shekels of silver. What is that between you and me? So bury your dead.” 16 And Abraham listened to Ephron; and Abraham weighed out the silver for Ephron which he had named in the hearing of the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, currency of the merchants. 17 So the field of Ephron which was in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the field and the cave which was in it, and all the trees that were in the field, which were within all the surrounding borders, were deeded 18 to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the sons of Heth, before all who went in at the gate of his city.

That we see that though he is considered a “prince of god” among them
And though he is very well respected

And even offered to take for free any place he wants

He says “Let him give it to me at the full price, as property for a burial place among you”

And we see he immediately weighs out the money and pays the full price

And we see it is a precious investment for him

Both in a place to bury he wife

And also as a witness to God

That he is willing to pay the full price, knowing God supplies his needs
And he does not need to be given something for free and be a debtor to man
But I think also in one other way

That he wants to be able to indisputably say that this portion is his

And this is something which is applicable to us as believers
That I think it is a precious investment in the promises of God

You see “Machpelah” means “portion”
And this was Abraham’s portion

It was promised to him by the Lord

Yet still he was willing to purchase a piece of his own land from those from whom it would be taken

In other words, he paid for something that was already his

But that was ok..

Because to him it was a precious investment in that promise
To peaceably put Sarah in the place that was his portion “Machpelah”

That in a sense he was going along with the program

God said it is mine but none the less I will pay “you" for it for now...

Because the "possession" is not "complete" yet

Even as when Jesus came to John to be baptized

And John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?”
15 But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness

That likewise Abraham was “doing it right”

He was “waiting” to enter in to the "promises" of God

Sure it cost a little (400 shekels of silver)

Sure it might seem odd (asking for permission to use what’s yours)

Sure it can be awkward (baptizing someone when you need their baptism)

But it is a precious investment in the promises of God

From our perspective we think why would Abraham buy his own land
It’s yours by the promise of God

But the world around him does not "see it yet"

The title deed has not yet been given

So he invests time and effort and money

So that he might have a portion of the promise before the possession is procured

It’s not a waste

But an act of faith

Like paying for a ticket to amusement park today knowing you will own it tomorrow

But today you’re ok with paying

Knowing that it will go towards a portion of what is already promised to you

As soon as the paperwork goes through

And not only is it an act of faith
Investing in a portion, trusting in the promise

But I think it does something else for us

You see as we make precious investments into something

We become more attached to it also

That as Abraham invested in a place to bury Sarah

There is now no way that he could ever give up the land

It is now more than just a promise of God

He has actually invested in it

And now it is a place where his treasure is buried

And his heart is as tied to that place as the promises are

Jesus said it like this in Matthew 6:20-21

20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
That as we make precious investments in the kingdom of God

As we give of our time and talent and treasure

As we have loved ones that go there ahead of us

We not only have the promises of God that heaven is our possession

But our investments in it, makes it even more precious

That our hearts become tied to that place

And we have an eager expectation to enter in

Because it is our portion

Can we say

Oh why invest in the kingdom of heaven

It has all we need there

It is where God lives and He is able to provide all that is needed

Why spend any time or effort or money

We can be like that
And unfortunately many are
But what we find

Is that when we make those precious investments

We have a “portion” of what is promised before the possession is procured

We get a piece of that promise right now

And the promise has a piece of us

We are bound together by faith in that promise

And even more than just a portion
I think we have a new association

That it says in verse 19
19 And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah, before Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan. 20 So the field and the cave that is in it were deeded to Abraham by the sons of Heth as property for a burial place.
That we see that Machpelah is in Hebron
And Hebron means “association” 

That not only are we attached to the promise when we make it our portion

But we find a new association

You see as we make these precious investments in the promises of God

We become associated with that promise, And with the One made them

That if you go to Israel to day and mention Machpelah

It is (Hebron) associated with Abraham and Sarah and the promises of God

And likewise when you make precious investments in the promises of God 

There is and association that is made

One between you and God

And one of witness to the world

So that you can mention Ecudor and the Auca Indians

And there is an immediate association with Jim Elliot and his precious investment in the promises of God

You can mention David Livingstone and the immediate association with Africa and his investment

Or George Mueller and the investments in orphanages throughout England

Dietrich Bonhoeffer and his investment in the concentration camps of Germany

Or a man like Art who would sit next to me every Sunday in his same ragged clothes

Wearing the same red Pendleton jacket that looked as old as him

His worn out shoes and worn through socks
With his bible all falling apart and held together with rubber bands

And I would watch him turn the lose leaf pages as he thumbed through the book

Who at 86 would often nod off next me during the service 

And I would watch his glasses fall off his unshaven face

And when he opened his eyes he would ask me where we were

And I saw how people sometimes looked down on him
But to me he will always be associated with his precious investments in the promises of God

Because when they found him collapsed in his house before he died
We found out he actually had a very healthy retirement income from the merchant marines

But he sent it all out to support the poor and the needy and those who spread the gospel of Christ 

And I will always remember how when I went forward to council the new believers
Art would always give me the thumbs up

And say “17 more precious souls for the kingdom”

17 more precious souls

You see he had precious investments in the kingdom of God

He had his “portion” that he invested in
Instead of claiming his right

He was a witness of the light

And his heart was bound up to the kingdom
And he like Abraham took the occasion to confess that he was a stranger and a pilgrim upon earth

He was not ashamed to confess that 

10 he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.

He didn’t need a new jacket or new shoes or even a new Bible

He just needed a new home

And his precious investments went towards that promise
Which he now possesses

It was his Machpelah
