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Gen 22

“You Can’t Out Give God”
Well as we enter in to Chapter 22

We need to remember from whence we have come                   
We need to look back at Abraham’s life
Because it is so very important to the context

You see I think that this Chapter here is probably one of the most significant in the Old Testament

Up there with Exodus chapter 12 as the most prophetic pictures of the sacrifice of God for us

What He has given to us

And most of us know and will be going over again, The Passover story

The Exodus from Egypt and the symbology of the shed blood that protected them from death

But just as symbolic and in many ways much more moving

Is the picture that is painted for us here in Gen 22 of God giving His only Son
But the problem is that to some people who don't know the whole Bible, 
This story can be a real stumbling block
And I have had non-believers use this very derogatorily against God

Not knowing the context and what God was really doing
And so even as believers, it is important that we remember the context

Lest we get the wrong ideas

What we must first understand is that God uses man to accomplish His purposes
But before He uses us

He prepares us along the way

He draws us into fellowship with Him

That we might be used by Him

And what we see here incredibly

Is that this is the seventh in a series of God speaking to Abraham to draw him into full fellowship w\ Him
As we have been reviewing them
How first God called Abraham out of the Ur of Caldees, (Gen 12) 
How He revealed Himself to Abraham and Abraham chose to follow Him

(much as the experience we all go though when we are born again, because God has revealed Himself to us)

Then second how Abraham came to worship God in the place that He had shown Him (Gen 12)
And the Lord revealed His promises of the “land that God would give him”

(much as when we come and worship together and learn of the eternal promises to us in His word- heavenly land)

Then 3rd God promised that he would be fruitful (Gen 13)
That as Abraham followed God that in due time there would be fruit

The seed of the Messiah would come from him

(much as when we apply the principles of His word and we are neither barren or unfruitful…

But we faithfully sow the seed by word and deed and the Messiah is birthed in us and through us)

Then 4 next as he turned away from the things of the world not taking the goods of Sodom
The Lord was faithful to assure him

That He would be his shield and his exceedingly great reward. (Gen 15)
(even as with us when we no longer want the things of this world and we know are treasures are in heaven where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal)
Then the Lord revealed Himself to Abraham as El Shaddai, the all Sufficient One. 

And said walk with me in righteousness

And make an outward profession that you are mine (Gen 17)

And Abraham enters into the covenant of circumcision

And God then declared all He was going to do for Abraham. 

That more than just a promised seed.

More than just fruitful with as many descendants as the starts in the sky or the sands of the sea

He was going to do the impossible and the improbable

And the thing that they had always hoped for

He was going to give him a child through Sarah.

(much as we confess and are baptized and are “marked as Christians” and are witnesses of Him to all the world and when He shows us what the future holds for us, though we cannot see how it could ever be…we trust knowing that He can do even as He has shown, make the impossible happen, for He is El Shaddai, God Almighty)

And then we see the Lord enter in to fellowship with Abraham (Gen 18)

As He reveals His plans to Abraham about the birth of Isaac and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah

And we see Abraham even discusses with Lord His plans

Meditating and contemplating and actually even interceding 

As He is conformed into the image of the God that He serves and becomes involved with what the Lord is doing
(even as we when we continue to draw close to the Lord are able to enter in to His plans and purposes and to actually intercede and be involved in what the Lord is doing as we serve Him with all of our heart)

And then here we see the seventh “encounter”
Seven being the number of completion

And we see that as Abraham has come out of the mistakes of chapter 21

And was working on his witness
That those around him would see a changed man

That he was a man of his word

That he gave back rather than took

And that he provided wells of water in the dry and thirsty land

Obeying the Lord and casting away the works of the flesh

That people might see, that the Lord is good

And that He is a God that can do the impossible

Even bringing once dead dreams back to life

And fulfilling what He has shown

Just as He said that He would do

That it is here, and only here

After the Lord has brought him in to this close fellowship with Him

Revealing Himself time and time again

Working so incredibly and supernaturally that there is no way that Abraham could deny

That this is “all God”

That it is then that we enter Chapter 22 where starts and says
Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!”
And he said, “Here I am.”

That as it says…It was “after” these other things

In the context of those things

Because of those things

That God “tested” Abraham

And we need to understand that the Lord prepares us for what He allows

We may not feel like it

We may be stretched beyond measure, beyond hope, even despairing of life

But as Paul said in 2Cor 9 that 

Yes we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead

And also to understand that the word here translated “tested” or in the KJV “tempted”

Is not “tempt or test” in the sense we normally think of

Because the Bible clearly says in James 1:13
Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.

But the word is also translated “prove” or “try” in a stretching sense
The word is also translated once “adventure”…that it has the sense of showing a race horse
Putting it through it’s paces to show the quality

That it is to see where you are (And not for God…Because He already knows)
But so often it is for us

That we might see

Or for others that they might see

And the Lord uses us as that example like in Job
(“Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?”)
And notice Abraham’s response

It is not “darn here is another test”

But “Here I am Lord”

What can I do for You because You have done so much for me
You are the all sufficient One and I desire to serve you

Because Abraham knew that he couldn’t out give God

God had given him so much and he was willing to give in return…He wanted to serve
2 Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”

And so we see the Lord’s request

As Abraham offers his service to the Lord

And of course what grabs our attention is the fact that God would ask him to sacrifice his son

But before we ever get to that part of the verse

We get to where the Lord says

“Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love”

And there are a couple of key things we want to look at

That first as we have mentioned before

There is that importance of “first mentioned” in the Bible

And do you know what is “first mentioned” in the Bible in this verse…Love

That for the very first mention of "love" it has to do with sacrifice

And that it has to do with the love of a father for his son. 
We hear a lot about mother love, 
But the first mention of love in the Bible is not about a mother for her child or a husband for his wife; 
But, of a father for his son.

What is the first mention of love in the New Testament? 
In Matthew's Gospel, we are told that when Jesus was baptized that the voice of God spoke from heaven saying, "This is my beloved son." 
In Mark's Gospel the first mention of love is also at the baptism of Jesus where Mark records the voice from heaven saying, "This is my beloved son." 
In Luke's Gospel, the first mention of love is again at the baptism of Jesus when God said, "This is my beloved son." 
The Synoptic Gospels all agree, but what is the first mention of love in the Gospel of John? 
John 3:16 says, "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son" God's love for the world in that He gave His only son.

And secondly it is interesting also that our text echoes of John 3:16 as it says

Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love (your only “begotten son”)

That though Abraham had “another son”

And elder son

But God did not recognize the work of the flesh in Ishmael

He only recognized the child of promise, the work of the Spirit.

And we need to be reminded that God doesn’t want the works of our flesh

We often try to offer to God the works of our flesh and God will not accept them. 
So many of the things “for God” are done in the flesh. 
And the Lord does not acknowledge that work

We try to “out give God” by carnal means…forcing thing in the flesh
That God had never meant to be

That is one of the weaknesses of the church today. 
We are endeavoring, in the ability and energy of the flesh, to do the work of the Spirit. 
The Psalmist said, "Except the LORD build the house, they labor in vain who build it;except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain." (Ps.127:1). 
We're going to be surprised when we stand before God and our works are then tried by fire; 
because, so many of them will be burned. 
The works of the flesh will all burn. 
They are the wood hay and stubble

But He wants the work of the Spirit in our lives
Those things that will survive and be to the praise honor and glory of Jesus Christ at His revealing

And lastly that the Lord tells him
“go to the land of Moriah, and to one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”

That God did not lay out the whole plan with all the details and explain to Abraham all these things

He simply said “go to the land of Moriah” and I will show you more

Be obedient in the little things and you can be given more

And the land of Moriah was the area of Jerusalem. 
Abraham lived down by Beer-Sheba, about thirty miles away from Jerusalem. 
And you could make about ten miles a day walking and so, it was about a three day journey.

And what do we see

Even with difficult instructions

Is the simple obedience of faith as verse 3 tells us
3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son and he split the wood for the burnt offering & arose and went to the place of which God had told him
That there was no dialog or debate this time

There was no questions of “Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked?”

Just simple obedience from a close walk with God

And even diligence to do it

No hesitance or dragging his feet

But “he rose earlier” and did it

Taking two young men and the supplies needed

Not whimsical or wanton

“Oh we need to go

And if God wants me to do it

I guess He better supply the wood and the help”

No Abraham went as best prepared as he could be

To carry out what God had asked

Knowing that he couldn’t out give God

But was prepared to give his very best

So we see in verse 4

 4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off.
That it is indeed symbolic once again

That it was “three” days

That it was on the “third day” that Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place

That according to Hebrews

That Isaac was as “good as dead” for three days in Abrahams eyes

That from the call to sacrifice him

He was “as dead” to Abraham (Heb 11:17-19)

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,” 19 concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.

That when it was over

It was as if “he received him from the dead”

And so it was on “the third day” that this all occurred

So when on the third day he sees the mountain

We see in verse 5 
 5 And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you.”

And again so rich in spiritual context

We could spend a month on this one verse

That first we can note that the Hebrew word for lad there in verse 5

Is the same word used for “young men” there also

So that first we see

That Isaac was not a “boy”

But was no doubt a strong young man with his elderly father

And that can be a shock to some people

That this verse is the place of first mention of worship in the Bible. 
And again so interesting that what we think of as worship

Singing songs, praising God, rejoicing, lifting our hands
And we call that worshipping God
But really what the word worship means is "to bow down." 
It carries the meaning of “kissing towards”

Like the kissing of the hand of the king as you prostrate yourself before him

It is a reference to the "bowing down" of my will to God. 
You can lift your hands and sing with your eyes closed, but you may be resisting God in your heart. 
And that’s not worship at all

What Abraham is really saying to these young men is, 
"We're going to go up to that mountain and bow down our will to God." 
That really they are “submitted to Him”

And will go and kneel down before Him

And give to Him all that we can because He have given so much to us
And then we see the incredible yet quiet faith of Abraham

That he says the lad and I will go and worship

And “we” will come back to you

The word "come" in the original language here is a plural verb. 
We will go and we will come back again to you is what Abraham is saying. 
He doesn't know how they will both come back, 
But he believes that they both “will come back”
At least that faith is reflected in his speech
And then we see in verse 6

6 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together.
That we see again that Isaac is plenty strong

He is the one that carries the wood up the mountain

Where Abraham just carries the knife and the matches

But what is also interesting is again the similitude as Isaac is a type of Jesus

That here we see “the wood of the offering” is laid upon the son

Even as Jesus had the cross laid upon Him and He bore it toward Golgotha
So Isaac does here

And though all else forsook Him
The Father never did

And even on the bloody via de la rosa

The Father walked with the Son as He bore the wood of the sacrifice

Then we see in verse 7

That Isaac is aware of what is going on

7 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!”

And he said, “Here I am, my son.”

Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”

8 And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went together.

That there is no way of knowing at what point that Isaac “knew”

But that he was “aware”

That there was no “lamb” that they were bringing

And they were certainly going for the very purpose of sacrificing to the Lord

So we see he asks

And we see the interesting response
That Abraham says “My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering”
Now the New KJ says “God will provide FOR Himself the lamb”

But the KJV renders it more accurately as “God will provide himself a lamb”

That yes by faith Abraham believes that God will provide a lamb somehow

(because He is a God that gives abundantly-God had given him Isaac-and God would give more)

That his God would supply all his needs
But also prophetically, that it really is God will provide Himself “as the lamb”

And that is so much clearer in the original than in some of the translations

But we know it is true

Because the Lord did provide Himself as the Lamb of God

That this is a prophecy of Abraham concerning Jesus Christ, God the Son, 
Who was provided as a lamb slain for our sins. 
As John, the Baptist, cried, "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." (John 1:29)

And so they climb the mountain

And verse 9 tells us
9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood.
That this was the place that God showed him

And that this is the place that they went

And then we see that Isaac was submitted to the fathers will

Because remember Isaac was approximately twenty-five to thirty-three years old at this point. 
That he was a young man

And is about thirty-seven when his Mother dies in the next chapter
Surely Isaac could have overpowered his Dad, who was about one hundred and thirty years of age
He could have said “Pop, I think oldtimers is settin in and we gunna switch places here”

But instead, he submitted to the will of his father
Even as Jesus, when going to the cross, submitted to the will of the Father but could have escaped it. 
In the Garden, He prayed, "Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me; nevertheless not my will, but thine be done." (Luke 22:42).

And when the soldiers came to arrest Him and Peter pulled out his sword, John 18:11

So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into the sheath. Shall I not drink the cup which My Father has given Me?” 

As He prayed in John, chapter 17, "And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was." 
Jesus was submitting to the Father by going to the cross 
And Isaac was submitting to his father by being bound upon the altar.

And so we see him willfully tied up on the wood
And verse 10 tells us
 10 And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.

That even as it was with Jesus

It was by the hand of the Father that the sacrifice was made

That “God” so loved the world that “He” gave His only Son

And no matter what amount of faith Abraham must have had

There is no way that you can say that this was not hard

Even if he knew beyond a doubt that Isaac would have to somehow live

He was willing to do this thing to his son
And I can imagine, at this point, that Isaac was looking up at his Dad 
And the tears were rolling down Abraham's face

That Abraham believed that somehow God was going to bring Isaac back to life. 
But he didn't know how
That God had promised that through Isaac Abraham's seed would be called
And that God was the One that had made Isaac possible…When there was no possibility of an Isaac

That it had to be God that did it and will do it

Because it was “His promise”

It was “His problem”

But it really was Abraham’s pain

And it’s hard to imagine whether Isaac or Abraham suffered more. 
The one being afflicted, or the one who had to inflict the one they loved

When Jesus hung on the cross, who suffered the most? 
There is no doubt that the Father suffered when the Son was being sacrificed for our sins. 
And here we have a vivid picture of what the God the Father and God the Son went through

As Jesus was sacrificed for our sins

But here in Gen we see in verse 11

11 But the Angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!”

So he said, “Here I am.”

That right at the last moment as Abraham was about to carry out what had been asked

And as the son willingly submitted

The angel of the Lord called to Him from heaven

And Abraham stopped and said “Here I am”

One of those poignant moments when it seems like time stands still, that no doubt there was a sense of relief
And then the Angel of the Lord says

12 “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.”

And very special to me is the fact as we have looked at before

That “the” angel of the LORD…is believed none other than a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ

And would even be supported in the text here

Where you can see the Angel says

“now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me”

He fears God, the angel says, because he has not with held his son from “who”

Wasn’t it the LORD who asked him to sacrifice his son

Isn’t it God that he fears

Yet the Angel of the LORD says “from Me”

Because the Angel of the LORD is God

And if that is true

Think about this for a moment

Who stopped Abraham from sacrificing his only son, the son whom he loved

But the very lamb of God who would Himself become the sacrifice in Isaacs place

That it was Jesus who said “Stop Abraham, I will be the required sacrifice”..I will take his place
(and isn’t that exactly what Jesus has done…taken “our place” as guilty sinners and taking that penality)
And what does verse 13 say

13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 And Abraham called the name of the place, The-Lord-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”

And this all ties together here

That this is another marvelous prophecy by Abraham. 
That this place that we saw the Lord had showed Abraham on mount Moriah

This place here called the mount of the LORD today is known as the Temple Mount. 
In II Chronicles we read, "Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem in mount Moriah, where the LORD appeared unto David his father, in the place that David had prepared in the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite." (II Chron.3:1).

And if you will take a careful look at the geography of mount Moriah, 
you will note that the Temple Mount is at the side of the mountain and not at the top of mount Moriah. 
Mount Moriah continues on a gentle slope from the Temple Mount up to the top. 
However, when Solomon built the temple and the walls and many of the buildings, he did it on the north side of the city where the rock is perfect for building. 
It lays in stratas and all they have to do is cut it. 
That is where they quarried the stone and so on the north side, 
mount Moriah has had a great chunk taken out of it. 
Originally at Abraham's time this stone had not been quarried and so from the temple mount, 
the gentle slope would have come all the way up to the top of mount Moriah 
which is now across some sort of valley from the wall of Jerusalem. 
And as a result of quarrying the stone, there are caves which resemble a skull. Thus the name of the place became Golgotha which means, "the Place of the Skull," or in latin is called, "Calvary." 
Above the skull, Golgotha or Calvary, was originally the top of mount Moriah 
and no doubt when Abraham went to the mount, 
he went to the top which was customary in those days when you built an altar. 
So, on the top of that same mountain where Abraham went to sacrifice Isaac, 
some two thousand years later; 
because, God so loved the world, 
He gave His only begotten Son as a sacrifice for our sins.

In the same place where Abraham built his altar, 
God sacrificed His Son and the prophecy of Abraham was fulfilled when he said, 
"God will provide Himself a sacrifice." 
In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen… and it was, two thousand years later. 
The picture of Abraham sacrificing his son 
Is a foreshadowing of that which God would do for love of the world in sacrificing His only begotten Son. 
(Jehovah Jireh…the LORD will provide…and He did and He does)
And Paul, writing to the Corinthians, speaks of the gospel that he had preached to them. 

He said the gospel that he had preached to them was that of Christ, 

Who died, and was three days dead but who rose on the third day. 

And he speaks of from the scriptures…and there was no New Testament yet 

Now, where does the Old Testament scriptures teach 
That Christ died for our sins and was resurrected on the third day? 

Looking at the Old Testament, this must be the reference to which Paul was referring. 
For three days, as they journeyed, Isaac was as dead in the eyes of his father, Abraham. 
Nonetheless, Abraham, the whole while, was believing in the resurrection. 
He could not understand what was going on nor could he understand the command of God. 
He saw a real dilemma, God's dilemma. 
God had said that through Isaac would his seed be called 
And Isaac was not married nor did he have any children. 
The "seed" has to come through Isaac, 
but God is saying to offer him as a sacrifice 
and the only way this can happen is for Isaac to be resurrected. 
In Hebrews it says, "By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac; and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called; Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure." (Heb.11:17-19).

And so even the scriptures declare that this it the picture, the type, the foreshadowing

Of that which the LORD would do

That God does not condone human sacrifice as some would charge

Nor is He a mean and angry God asking us to kill our children

But far from it

He is actually showing what incredible love He has that He would send His only Son as a sacrifice for us
The gospel Paul preached was that God did provide Himself as a sacrifice

That He did die for us, that we might live through Him
And then we see in verse 15
15 Then the Angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, 16 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son—
17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies.

That once again the Angel of the LORD speaks

And speaks in the first person as God

That the Angel of the LORD said

“By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son—17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you

And we see here the LORD swears by “Himself”

That as the book of Hebrews tells us in Ch 6

16 For men indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is for them an end of all dispute. 17 Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 18 that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us.
That God wanted to make it as clear as clear can be

That these things were promised to Abraham

And that not only were these thing promised to Him as before
But as verse 18 says
 18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”
That we become the beneficiaries of the obedience of Abraham. 
Blessed because of Jesus, who was born of the "seed" of Abraham.

Not that the promised Messiah would not have come

Because He was promised by the One who keeps His word

But 2 Chronicles 16:9 tells us

9 That the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.

That He is looking for those who He can use

And Abraham was such a one as that

And because he was 

Paul says in Gal 3

8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations shall be blessed.” 9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.

That indeed the gospel is right here…the good news
That all the nations are blessed

Because we too by faith can be children of God

And be blessed like father Abraham through faith as we trust in the living God who does provide
 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba. 20 Now it came to pass after these things that it was told Abraham, saying, “Indeed Milcah also has borne children to your brother Nahor: 21 Huz his firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father of Aram, 22 Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.” 23 And Bethuel begot Rebekah. These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham’s brother. 24 His concubine, whose name was Reumah, also bore Tebah, Gaham, Thahash, and Maachah.

That it ends with Abraham going back to Beersheba and the geneology of his relatives

Of whom we see the future wife of Isaac

And therefore worthy of our note (because it is part of the story)
What is also worthy of note

Is that Isaac is not noted

Notice he is not mentioned as coming back with Abraham

Abraham said he would

We know he did

But it is not mentioned

Interestingly enough, after Christ’s death and resurrection

He also is not mentioned

He has left the scene

Until His bride is prepared for His return

And guess when we will see Isaac next

Yep in Gen 24 when his bride is ready

And is it significant that Abraham goes back to Beersheba?

The well of the Oath, Or the well of seven

I don’t know…

But is it not by His oaths that we are saved, by faith in the promises of God
Was it not by the seven encounters that Abraham was brought into that full fellowship with God?
Maybe just coincidence, That Abraham “dwelt in the well of the oath”

But it’s a good place to be

Dwelling in the promises of God 

(knowing whom you have believed & knowing He is able to keep what u have committed to Him until that Day)
Because you can’t out give God

Not in money, Not in service, Not in love

But go ahead and try, You might like the results…Because Jehovah Jireh…the Lord will provide
