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Gen 36-37


“Eaten Up”
In the last chapter we saw how the LORD had been working in the life of Jacob

That Jacob had been on this “journey” for many years now

But he had never really entered in to what the LORD had for him

He had wrestled with God,

His name had been changed

He saw the LORD working in his life

But he was still very much involved in the world

Living life according to the flesh

And not following the leading of the LORD

But last week we saw that the LORD called Jacob “back to Bethel”

Back to the place where he first met the LORD

Back to the house of God, where he made the covenant with God

Where he entered in to the relationship that he had with the LORD

And God Almighty repeated His promises to Jacob

And told him that though he was most certainly a Jacob

He was seen by the LORD as Israel

One who is governed by God

And we saw that it was almost as if the LORD was preparing him for what would happen

That we saw that it was one of the most difficult times of Jacob’s life

As he lost Deborah, and Rachel, and then his father

But the LORD had him securely in His arms 

So much so that Jacob named the son from his wife’s death “Ben-yamin” (son of strength), not Ben-oni  He wasn’t eaten up by sorrow because the LORD was his comfort and his strength
And the chapter ended with Jacob and Esau laying their father to rest

The end of an era if you will

Abraham and Isaac are gone and now it is Esau and Israel, the twins

And it is interesting that Abraham was called by God out of the world
And Isaac was born into a godly home

But for both of them what is the heritage left behind

The battle between Esau and Israel

And here as we enter this new era we are introduced in the following chapters 

To the descendants of Esau and the descendants of Israel

And though these are indeed the actual lineages of both these men

It is also a type of the battle between the flesh and the spirit

As Edom is a type of the flesh and Joseph is a type of Christ
And as chapter 36 starts it says in verse 1

Now this is the genealogy of Esau, who is Edom.

That as much as Jacob is Israel, Esau is Edom

And Edom means “red” but more than that, it represented the earth, the natural man that Esau was
And his “genealogy” is one of antagonism towards Israel throughout their history
Names that you will recognize as enemies of Israel
And that Edom and the Edomites are trouble to Israel all the way to the last Edomite, King Herod

That yes, King Herod,
The one that killed all the babies in Bethlehem in hopes of killing the Christ was an Edomite 

But as we know the Christ child survived and the Edomites did not (He was edom up by his jealousy()
And it goes on in verse 2-8 and says
2 Esau took his wives from the daughters of Canaan: Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite; Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite; 3 and Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter, sister of Nebajoth. 4 Now Adah bore Eliphaz to Esau, and Basemath bore Reuel. 5 And Aholibamah bore Jeush, Jaalam, and Korah. These were the sons of Esau who were born to him in the land of Canaan.
6 Then Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters, and all the persons of his household, his cattle and all his animals, and all his goods which he had gained in the land of Canaan, and went to a country away from the presence of his brother Jacob. 7 For their possessions were too great for them to dwell together, and the land where they were strangers could not support them because of their livestock8 So Esau dwelt in Mount Seir. Esau is Edom

And I think we see two tell tale things here in these verses
That first Esau took his wives of the Canaanites

That though it displeased his parents

Though it polluted the family

Esau didn’t care

He had the wives he wanted and he was happy with it

So who cares what their religious background is

In fact he probably figured that his godly heritage would make up for their lack

And that he would bring them up instead of him down

But only people in the flesh are fooled into thinking that

Because we are commanded not to

And experience tells us that it doesn’t happen

In fact it usually is the other way around with the godly one being ruined by the carnal one

And even Solomon with that he had going for him was dragged down by his ungodly wives

And so it is so often in a mixed relationship like that

Then second we see the possessions of the flesh and they are always “numerous”
That it says,

Then Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters, and all the persons of his household, his cattle and all his animals, and all his goods which he had gained in the land of Canaan, and went to a country away from the presence of his brother Jacob. 7 For their possessions were too great for them to dwell together

That if you remember Esau cried to his father after he blessed Jacob instead of Esau
 “Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has supplanted me these two times. He took away my birthright, and now look, he has taken away my blessing!” And he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing for me?”

That he was only concerned with the material blessing

And what do we see here but that he had nothing to worry about

That the LORD often blesses the wicked in the things of his world

So much so that sometimes there possessions are so great that they need to move to bigger places

And we can be tempted and stumbled by these things if we are not careful

Especially in America where we think the dollar is the solution to everything

But the bottom line is (banking term() that it may be “all they ever have”

So the LORD blesses them materially in this life because they will have nothing in the next

And when pleasures and possessions are pretty prominent in people, or possibly prolonged periods of profitable production, when petty problems proliferate pending their positions, perchance they’re perched in a precarious position (were not talking pergatory)
And the chapter lists that “hall of fame” though what a shame

Because they only had the fading fame of man and not of God

And the chapter ends and says

These were the chiefs of Edom, according to their dwelling places in the land of their possession. 
Esau was the father of the Edomites.

That was all she wrote
Their power, their positions, their possessions, and they perished

Because they were descendants of Esau, the father of the Edomites, the man of the earth

But in contrast to that we see as we enter chapter 37 that it says

Now Jacob dwelt in the land where his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan. 
That contrary to Esau, who left the land of God’s Promise for someplace he decided was better
Someplace he could make a name for himself

Name a country after himself

Establish himself

Jacob dwelt in the land where they were “strangers”

I can imagine Esau telling Jacob

“Bro, you need to invest in real estate, get out of that depressed area and buy undeveloped land”

The marketability is great, u have summer and winter homes, rental income is constant cashflow

What else do you need to know, bro, go buy low (I hear Shechem is ready for redevelopment)
But Jacob stayed in the Promised Land because he was “governed by God” not by his pocket book

And he was fine with being a stranger in the land

Because he was well know to God

And so should those who walk in the spirit and not in the flesh

It is said that worldly greatness comes swifter than spiritual greatness

And the first may come with a little hard work but the other requires patience and faith

So then verse 2 goes on to say

2 This is the history of Jacob.
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brothers. And the lad was with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to his father.

3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many colors. 4 But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him.

That different than Esau Jacob stays in the land and this is his story
And it starts with the focus being on Joseph

That here we see that Joseph was 17 years old and feeding the flock with his brothers

And it says that he brought back a bad report of his brothers

Now we can look at that and say well that makes Joseph a tattle tale and look down on him

But in all reality it doesn’t make him a talebearer because we don’t know the situation

It could very well be that it was his job “to report” how things were goin
In fact it is said that the literal meaning of verse 2 is that 

"Joseph being seventeen years old was a shepherd over the flock"
That there is “supervision” implied there
And if that is the case, then it was his job to bring back the report good or bad

But as we know to bring back a bad report even when true doesn’t make those reported on very happy

So here we see a point of animosity between them because Joseph was doing what he was supposed to do

Then we see in the next verse that Israel loved Joseph more than all the others

And he gave him a coat of many colors (this implying that he was esteemed & in charge, not workin class)

And supporting the idea that Joseph was to bring back the report of how things went
But we see once again, when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than the others

That they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him

That it was not something that Joseph did that was wrong

As a matter of fact it was out of his control

But do his brothers rejoice that their father has this joy in his old age after so much loss?

No, we see because of their pride and envy that they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him

Now they no doubt acted like they liked him around their father
Hiding their hatred as the carnal do

Filled with the bitterness that only comes out when they can’t contain it

And what is sad is that it’s a hatred for something that he didn’t do

He was just being himself, but they hated him for it

Then it goes on in verse 5 and says

5 Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they hated him even more. 6 So he said to them, “Please hear this dream which I have dreamed: 7 There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf.”

8 And his brothers said to him, “Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed have dominion over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.

That it says now on top of all this Joseph has a dream

And that he tells it to his brothers and they hate him even more

That here the LORD gives Joseph a dream

Yet they are eaten up by there hatred and really don’t care about what the LORD is doing
I find it interesting that they rebuke him saying “Will you indeed reign over us?”

When they are the children of Jacob who was told by God that he would reign over his older brother

You would think that they had heard the story enough times that they would say

Hey, maybe God is doing something here like He did with Dad and Uncle Esau

But instead they are blinded by their hatred and cannot see what the LORD is doing

And it says they hated him “even more” for his dreams and his words
9 Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me.”

10 So he told it to his father and his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth before you?” 11 And his brothers envied him, but his father kept the matter in mind
That again he has a dream and he tells it to his brothers
But this one he also tells to his father

And we see that Jacob does not take it well either

That he rebukes him saying “Will we all bow down before you?”

But it ends there saying that though his brothers envied him, his father kept this in his mind

And you would think that once again

Jacob having been through this with Esau would have had some insight

That as he kept it in his mind maybe it should have made it to his mouth

Maybe he should have sought to see if God was in this, but he wasn’t eaten up by this
So he didn’t do anything about it

He could have warned Joseph of the hatred that those close to him might have

After all, my own brother tried to kill me too

But he seems somewhat oblivious to those things as we see in the following verses

Even adding to the problems of the situation by his actions as we see as it says
12 Then his brothers went to feed their father’s flock in Shechem. 13 And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers feeding the flock in Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.”
So he said to him, “Here I am.”

14 Then he said to him, “Please go and see if it is well with your brothers and well with the flocks, and bring back word to me.” So he sent him out of the Valley of Hebron, and he went to Shechem.

That first we see that they are feeding the flock up in Shechem

That they are going up once again to their “old haunts”

That they are hanging out where they shouldn’t be

And no doubt being influenced by them

And Jacob know it

But then he sends Joseph into the lions den so to speak

That he sends him to check on his brothers up at Shechem

That he should realize they are not real found of him

And they really hate him “checking on them”

That they are “eaten up” by this animosity

Yet he sends Joseph out there anyway

So Joseph goes and it says in verse 15
15 Now a certain man found him, and there he was, wandering in the field. And the man asked him, saying, “What are you seeking?”

16 So he said, “I am seeking my brothers. Please tell me where they are feeding their flocks.”

17 And the man said, “They have departed from here, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’ ” So Joseph went after his brothers and found them in Dothan.

That as Joseph looks for them he cannot find them

That they were probably trying to ditch him and go somewhere where he wouldn’t find them

So they go way past where they were supposed to up to Dothan

And when Joseph arrives he has no idea where they might be

But a certain man sees Joseph and asks what are you looking for

And Joseph tells him and he just happens to have overheard them

And we see here the LORD leading Joseph to his brothers circumstantially through this man
So Joseph goes to Dothan to do as his father has asked
Then we see in verse 18

18 Now when they saw him afar off, even before he came near them, they conspired against him to kill him. 19 Then they said to one another, “Look, this dreamer is coming! 20 Come therefore, let us now kill him and cast him into some pit; and we shall say, ‘Some wild beast has devoured him.’ We shall see what will become of his dreams!”

That we see here that they are so eaten up with envy and hatred

That they want to kill him and say he was eaten up by animals

That we see that these animosities have no limit

That it may begin with being unable to speak peaceable

But can end with such violence and even death 

Because of the carnality of those who should be your biggest supporters & can even be in your own family

Here they are ready to put and end to his dreams

To shut his mouth and end his ways that irritate them

They wanted to kill him and then just cast him in some pit

There hearts were so hard because of their hatred that they didn’t care what they did to him
But we see in verse 21

21 But Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands, and said, “Let us not kill him.” 22 And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit which is in the wilderness, and do not lay a hand on him”—that he might deliver him out of their hands, and bring him back to his father.

That obviously they were not all unified in this

And Reuben heard and figured he would deliver him out of their hand

But rather than stand up for what was right and say what they were doing was wrong

That like so many they just try not to make ways and say “well lets do something different”

But never confronted what is being done wrong

After all, they might end up being hated just like you, so why stick out your neck

Better to pretend that people doing wrong are ok

And just sneak some help to those who are in trouble

Unfortunately alls that does is perpetuate the problem

And honestly seldom helps even the one being mistreated

So Reuben wants to help but doesn’t have the courage to do it

So we see in verse 23

23 So it came to pass, when Joseph had come to his brothers, that they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the tunic of many colors that was on him. 24 Then they took him and cast him into a pit. And the pit was empty; there was no water in it. 25 And they sat down to eat a meal.
That at least they didn’t kill him

But they stripped off his tunic and cast him into a pit

There hearts were hard and they handled him roughly

No doubt mocking him and threatening him and finally throwing him down in the pit

And then they sat down to eat a meal

How strange it is that those “eaten up” with animosity

Can “eat up anything in sight” without a thought about what they are doing

They have satisfied their selfishness and now their ready to satisfy their bellies

They can do their damage and then go on with life like all is fine

Because they are hardened by their hatred and all they care about is self

It goes on to say

Then they lifted their eyes and looked, and there was a company of Ishmaelites, coming from Gilead with their camels, bearing spices, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry them down to Egypt. 26 So Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is there if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27 Come and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother and our flesh.” And his brothers listened. 28 Then Midianite traders passed by; so the brothers pulled Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.

That here again we see that they are not all wanting to kill him
But neither are they willing to do what is right

And now we see Judah say it’s better to not kill him but rather let us sell him

And the others listened and so they sell Joseph for twenty pieces of silver

And like Jesus he was despised and rejected 
That though he was innocent, he was betrayed and sold for the price of a slave 

Then we see in verse 29

29 Then Reuben returned to the pit, and indeed Joseph was not in the pit; and he tore his clothes. 30 And he returned to his brothers and said, “The lad is no more; and I, where shall I go?”

That because Reuben would not stand for what was right

He ends up wrong in the end

That he had figured that he would sneak back and rescue Joseph later

Try to compromise with his brothers doing wrong and covertly doing right

But instead he sees it cost him his brother and there is no going back

No matter what Reuben’s intensions the damage is now done

Joseph is gone and will be assumed dead for the next 20 years because Reuben would not stand up
That being done he casts his lot in with the deceivers
And it says in verse 31

31 So they took Joseph’s tunic, killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the tunic in the blood. 32 Then they sent the tunic of many colors, and they brought it to their father and said, “We have found this. Do you know whether it is your son’s tunic or not?”

That now they cover their hatred and their hurt with deceit

“Oh my, we have found this on the way, could it be your son’s?”

Could it not be “your brother’s”? 

But no they would have no part in him.

Rather is it “your son’s”

The blood no doubt freshly wiped from their hands

They cannot wipe away the blood of their guilt

It will haunt them for many years to come

That despite the fact that they think they are now free

They are actually in bondage to their sin

And when trouble befalls them 20 years from now as they stand in Egypt

They will think it is because of the wrong that they did here saying to one another

“We are truly guilty concerning our brother, for we saw the anguish of his soul when he pleaded with us, and we would not hear; therefore this distress has come upon us.”

So though they think they are getting rid of the hatred that has eaten them up
Alls they are doing is trading it for guilt

And they will be eaten up by that 

Because they are not right with God

And alls they do is continue to spread hate and hurt even to the ones they claim to love

Here we see what they do to their father all because of their hardened hearts

Eaten up by hatred in now is eating up the family

Verse 33 says 

33 And he recognized it and said, “It is my son’s tunic. A wild beast has devoured him. Without doubt Joseph is torn to pieces.” 34 Then Jacob tore his clothes, put sackcloth on his waist, and mourned for his son many days. 35 And all his sons and all his daughters arose to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted, and he said, “For I shall go down into the grave to my son in mourning.” Thus his father wept for him.

That we see that Jacob is cut to the heart

His will to live is gone because he is bereaved of his son

Weeping and mourning uncontrollably 

And all this brought about purposely
By the brothers of Joseph because of their envy and hate
That the next 20 years would be eaten up because of their wicked deeds

That had learned well the ways of the world and how to be like them

They had grown up with Grandpa Laban and his deceptive ways

They had watched their father wander from the LORD
And they had spent way to many years hangin with the Shechems

And this was the crop that was grown
Because bad seed grows bad crops

And you always reap what you sow

But thank God there is a LORD of the harvest

And though we can really mess things up

Sometimes there is hope

We see that verse 36 says

36 Now the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh and captain of the guard.

That though what the brothers of Joseph had sewn was rotten

God could still bring forth something pleasant into the situation into which Joseph was thrown 
And we will see in the coming weeks what the LORD will do

As he places Joseph in the house a prominent man in Egypt named Potiphar
That despite all that the brothers tried to do against Joseph

We see that the LORD was with Him

And though years of his life were “Eaten up” by their evil deeds

The Bible says in Joel 2:25 “So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten”
And He is a God that make good out of what is bad

That no matter what others may do to you

No matter what evil things they say about you

That we have a God that is greater still

And He can restore to you what those others have taken

So I encourage you to turn to Him today

Not following the descendants of Esau who was Edom
But following the descendants of Israel from whence came the Christ

Not like the brothers who hated and despised those who were used by God

But like Joseph who did those things that always pleased his Father

Even as our Lord Jesus has left us the example
So Father be with us today and help us to follow you

And not the ways of this world

