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Gen 16



“Wait and Believe”
We have been looking at the life of Abraham

How way back in Gen 12 the Lord had called him out of the land of his fathers
And in to a new land that God would show him

And how Abraham, then called Abram, left his land, And he followed the call of God

And we saw how it was not “perfect” obedience, that it was a slow start
More like “waiting to leave” than “wait and believe”
How he started off leaving the land

But going with his father who he was suppose to leave behind

Then after his father died he continued on but now he took his nephew Lot

And they finally went to the land that God would showed them

But then came a famine in the land and they traveled down to Egypt

And we looked at how Abram was deceptive in trying to protect himself

More like “went to deceive” than “wait and believe”

Yet it didn’t work, and Sarai was taken by the Pharaoh and it seemed as though it was all done
But God watched over him and he got Sarai back
And he came back from Egypt and into the land

And then finally we saw how Abram was separated from Lot

And the Lord showed him all that He would do for Abram

And Abram lived for the Lord there in the land of Canaan

Building an alter and worshipping Him
But then some troubles came, War broke out

And Lot and all his possessions were taken captive by these foreign Kings

And Abram took his servants and he went and he rescued Lot

And returned with the people and all the goods

And on his way back after this no doubt scary and difficult battle

Before the king of the wicked comes and offers Abram the world

We see Abram meet the King of Righteousness and Peace

And take communion with Him

And gives to Him a tenth of all he has

And that after that Abram is able to stand firm

And say that he belongs to the Lord most High, Creator of heaven and earth

And the world has nothing to offer him

And we saw in Chapter 15 how the Lord reminded Abram

That He was his shield and his exceedingly great reward

And that despite his doubts and fears
That indeed what the Lord promised was true

That Abram would inherit the land
And that as the stars of heaven

So shall his descendants be though at this time he was still childless

And we ended chapter 15 looking at the “darkness” that fell upon Abram

That as the Lord was revealing the things that were ahead

Trials and tribulations that were yet to come

Many years before his descendants 
But that they did not negate the promises of God

In fact God clearly made a covenant with Abram

An unconditional covenant there at the end of Ch 15
That the Lord would do even as He had revealed to Abram

Appearing as a smoking cloud and a fiery torch

Just like He would as He fulfilled this covenant

When He lead Abram’s descendants back into the land during the Exodus
As a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night

And then we enter in to chapter 16

After years have past

And we do not know what occurred within those years

But that we come to where it says in verse 1

Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children.
That really it could be read in a continual context from the previous chapter

That God had promised that Abram would have more descendants than starts in the sky

BUT Sarai STILL had no children

That it’s a kinda “What’s up with that” kinda statement

That God promised, yet it hasn’t happened

A place that every believer visits in the promised land
A place called “wait’n belief”

Because it’s only in the promised land that this place exists

And you might wonder what I mean

But try to understand this

That you can only doubt a promise if you have a promise

That without having a promise that there is nothing to doubt

And that you can only suffer “unbelief” if you have something to believe in

So in other words

The only way that we can suffer unbelief in the promises of God

Is if we are first “believers in the God who promised”
Because the Lord gave Abram these promises

And we are told that Abram believed God

But then he enters the land of “wait’n belief”

Abram was in the land

God had shown him what He would be

And now he “waited on the Lord”

But what happened as he waited

NOTHING

Or maybe worse than nothing

That old biological clock was ticking and Sarai wasn’t getting any younger

And still. 

NO children

So Sarai must have started thinkin

Because it goes on to say

And she had an Egyptian maidservant whose name was Hagar. 2 So Sarai said to Abram, “See now, the Lord has restrained me from bearing children. Please, go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram heeded the voice of Sarai. 3 Then Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan.

So we see that Sarai comes up with this plan

That after all, it had been 10 years

They “had waited”

Matter of fact they had “waited enough”

That they “believed in the promises of God”

But they start to doubt that He will do it

A temptation that comes upon us all as believers

Did God really say?

Will He really do it?

How can He do it?

Maybe I need to do something about it

I found it interesting as I reviewed

That this all started back in Gen 12

As we meet Abram

(Turn with me and read the first 5 words of Gen 12)
12:1 Now the Lord had said 
That there, back in Gen 12, at the beginning “God had said”
Not that someone suggested

Not that this was someones plan

Not that Abram was lookin for something

But that God came to Abram and showed him these things

“God said”

And do you remember “in the beginning”

Let review…turn back to Gen 1 (what does it say in verse 3)

3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.

What happed “when God said”

God said, and there was!
God said “let there be light and there was”

God said let there be a firmament and there was
God said let the waters be gathered together and they were

God said let the earth bring forth grass and it did.

What God said “was”

And in Gen 12 we saw “the Lord said”

And we saw that He showed Abram the land

He brought him there and said 
“look around” all the land which you see I give to you and your descendants forever. 

We saw how He revealed to Abram about his descendants

“Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”

You see God reveals to us His plan

He speaks to us in various ways
Through dreams and visions and situations, but primarily through His word
As Hebs 1 tells us that God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son,

But He does speak

He answers our questions and He guides our steps

If we are willing to listen

He does as He says in Jer 29:11 think good thoughts towards us, 

thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give us a future and a hope

And some of the things are instantaneous

He says “and they are”
But some are in His time

He says, “and they will be”
But they are no less sure than those that are instantaneous

For they are all the same to God

But sometimes there is a greater purpose in those that are delayed

That He has something that He wants to do

As we are in “wait’n belief”

We discussed at length at men’s prayer yesterday about this

And if you were there you’d know (so lets go on to the next point cuz u missed it….kidding)

But we did discussed the intimacy that we have with Christ when we wait

That certainly there is a pleasure and a camaraderie of listening and doing

That as the Lord speaks and you obey, you are walking with the Lord

And that’s a good thing

You should be doin those things

And it is a wonderful place to be

But there is a deeper intimacy that occurs when you are not lead about as a child

That you actually know the Father well enough that He doesn’t have to speak

That there is an intimacy and a trust that is reached because of being with the Father

Jesus had said  “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip?
That there is an expected “knowledge” of the Lord, from being with Him
As we studied in 1John recently

That you fathers, know Him who is from the beginning

And how is it that we do not know Him if we have walked so long with Him

Do we not know what He expects?

Can we not keep the Father’s house as good stewards while He is away?

Is it not really the mature that the Lord will leave to look after what is His

Remember how Jesus told the parable of the good servant

45 “Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, to give them food in due season? 46 Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing.
The one who does the Master will even when the Master does not speak

Even if the Master is not there

Because he knows the Master

Because he has been with the Master
Jesus said, in John 16:7

Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.
That we will know Him better, that it will be better

When we do not just know Him “externally”

But when we know Him “internally”, intimately

As the Spirit guides us in the knowledge of God

So there is a maturing

There is a character building that occurs

As we wait patiently on Him

Paul said in Rom 5:3

knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope.

If we trust in God
The question is do we trust in what He has show us
Do we believe God

Has He shown you some great and awesome things

Do you believe they are from Him

Despite what difficulties you are going through

Then you must “wait and believe”

As Heb 6:15 tells us, that after Abraham had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.

But we know it’s not an easy thing

As a matter of fact is the hardest of things

And we often can “lose hope” as we wait

And part of that is because of the enemy

Because he enters in
And we know his devices

We saw there in the garden

God “had said”
But what did the serpent say in Gen 3:1…
he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said?”
Are you sure “God said”

Because you could be wrong you know
You just might be mistaken

And after all, I don’t think “God would say”

Why would He after all
Look at you

And often “over time” those words bare more weight
They seem to be more clearly heard in the land of “wait’n belief”

We start to second guess

We start to say maybe He didn’t say

Or maybe I have left something undone

Or maybe God is waiting on me to do something

But in reality

It is in “God’s time”

And we must “wait and believe”

That even after 10 years

It does not mean that God “did not say”
Not that time is a measure of difficulty

Sometimes it’s a mountain right before our eyes

That we know there is no human way possible that we can get there

That it does not look like it can happen

No way, no shape, no how

But God has shown you that it will

He has spoken to your heart

He has given you glimpses of it

He has knocked down every barrier to your doubt time and again

But you just don’t see how He can do it

And you are there in the land of “wait’n belief”

Waiting, wondering, sometimes whining 
And maybe He just wants you to soak in the fact that there is no way it can be done

So that then He can do it

Maybe He wants you to draw close to Him

And depend on Him

And trust in Him

No matter what the world and the circumstances and your logic tell you

Because what do you think happens when God does for you what is impossible with man

!God gets the glory doesn’t He

We see He is so worthy to be praised

You see God delights in doing the impossible

He loves to provide for His children

But there is also a time for growth

A time to wait and believe

To trust Him

And to mature in Him

And to know the One we walk with even in the silence

Unlike what we see here

That Sarai decides, since the Lord has restrained me from bearing children. 

Abram, you need to go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain children by her.” 

That she is going to help the Lord

Because obviously she “believes”

But she’s not trusting the Lord to fulfill

And so she comes up with “her plan”
But God had not said, had He

He did say Abram would have descendants from his own body

But He did not say it was going to be from Hagar

Now granted He didn’t say it was going to be from Sarai

But I don’t think that God forgot to mention that detail

And that if that was what He meant He probably would have let Abram know

But instead of “waiting and believing”

Trusting that God would do as He had said

It says, Abram heeded the voice of Sarai. 

That “he heard”
But it wasn’t from the Lord

It was from his wife

And he listened to her rather than God

Not saying that the Lord cannot use a wife to speak to her husband
Godly women often are used by God

But certainly God must be sought before a decision is made
And I don’t know if He was here

For though this was a practice of this culture.

A type of surrogate mothering

And according to custom, the child would be considered to be the child of Abram and Sarai
But God is not interested in the customs of man

But in what God Himself has said

And God said that He would give Abram descendants (not dependants, not surrogate children)
And it was not dependant on what Abram or Sarai would do (other than what was natural)

And so this seems to be a move of unbelief

Of “being the chief”, instead of “wait’n belief”

That it was a attempt “to help God out”
But we see that it does not help out the situation

It says in verse 4

4 So he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress became despised in her eyes.

That it worked out like Sarai had planned

But it didn’t work out like Sarai had planned

Hagar conceived, but the first thing born was trouble

Sure it brought a baby into the world and maybe that would have been fine

But it also brought contention and animosity

That because Hagar had conceived 
That now she despised Sarai

That she was not grateful, but arrogant and proud

And we should take note that Hagar was an Egyptian

She “walked like and Egyptian”

She was a tag along from their troubled trip
Baggage brought back from being Egypt bound
She was a find from the fib to Pharaoh during their famine of faith
And we know “Egypt” in the Bible is a “type” of the world
And what happens when you mix the things of the world 

With the promises of God

Things just don’t go well

Paul chided the Galatians for this very thing

In Gal 3 he said

3 Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh? 4 Have you suffered so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain?

That Spiritual things cannot be done with an arm of flesh

That when Jesus said “without me you can do nothing”

He wasn’t saying you can’t do anything at all

You just can’t do “anything spiritual”

You can’t do anything of faith or glorifying to God in the flesh

Because the two are opposed to one another

They just don’t mix

Oh you may come out and say, “oh praise the Lord”

“Look Abram has the descendants God promised”

But in your mind you know it’s a good thing you were able to help God out

You figured out the way

And after 10 long years Sarai, you came through with the answer

Way to go Sarai “woo woo”

And you may say, well I don’t think I would think that

I don’t Sarai would think that

But that is the way we are by nature

That is the way of the flesh

And look at how Sarai responds when it goes bad

It says in verse 5
5 Then Sarai said to Abram, “My wrong be upon you! I gave my maid into your embrace; and when she saw that she had conceived, I became despised in her eyes. The Lord judge between you and me.”

6 So Abram said to Sarai, “Indeed your maid is in your hand; do to her as you please.” And when Sarai dealt harshly with her, she fled from her presence.

That Sara is upset because “What she did went wrong”
WHAT…I thought it was God…Sarai

Didn’t you say this must be what “God said”

Then why are you upset when it went wrong

She says “My wrong be upon you”

First she wanted to blame God for the decision

And now she wants to blame Abram for the mistake

And that is what happens when we operate in the flesh

Instead of living in “wait’n belief”
We move to “want’n to blame”

And that is where Sarai is
And Abram not wanting to deal with it

He says hey baby, she’s your maid, your decision, you do what ya want with her
She no my problemo

Not wise on Abram’s part

Because he does not step in and try to rectify it in a godly way

He doesn’t try to help Sarai see what her poor decisions have done and are doing

Not that it would have changed things 
Because often times spouses will not listen
But still he should have tried

But we see that Sarai goes from bad to worse
And now she treats Hagar harshly

Not that Hagar was right in her attitude

But that Sarai did have responsibility in what took place

And if she was listening to the Lord this situation might have been rectified

But it doesn’t

She adds this to what she has already done wrong

And what do we see, but now Hagar flees

And when she flees

We see an interesting chain of events

It says in verse 7
7 Now the Angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur. 8 And He said, “Hagar, Sarai’s maid, where have you come from, and where are you going?”

She said, “I am fleeing from the presence of my mistress Sarai.”

So we see that Hagar basically is heading back to Egypt

That she is by a well in the wilderness on the way to Shur

But as she is there something happens

It says, “The angel of the LORD found her" 
Now this is the first time the angel of the LORD is mentioned in the Old Testament. 
We will find “the angel of the LORD” appearing many times in the Old Testament
And many bible scholars believe that this reference to “the angel of the LORD” is a Theophany. 
That being an appearance of God to man

But more than just a Theophany, most believe it is a Christophany

That is an appearance of “Christ” before He was ever born as baby Jesus in Bethlehem

That the word “angel” in both the Hebrew and the Greek, means “messenger”

And when we think of “messengers of God” these angelos…

We see them as Gabriel or Michael, these servants of God, white robes, wings maybe, and really “shiny”
But we see these appearances in the Bible of not just “an angel of the LORD”

But “the” angel or messenger of the LORD
And we see that in most cases that this “angel” is worshiped as God

Or is called “Lord”

And we see in Judges 2:1 that it says
Then the Angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said: “I led you up from Egypt and brought you to the land of which I swore to your fathers; and I said, ‘I will never break My covenant with you.
And we realize that it was “the LORD” that led them

And it was the LORD that made that covenant

Yet “the angel of the LORD” speaks and says, “I said, ‘I will never break My covenant with you.”

As if He is the LORD Himself
And as John says in John1:18

18 No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.
That obviously we have seen God in Jesus

That we believe that Jesus was the Word and the Word was with God and was God

But John says, no one has ever seen “God” though he says Jesus is God

So he must mean God the Father as he references there

And that God the Son has declared or shown us God the Father

But that also means that Abraham and Jacob and Moses
Who have “seen God”

Must not have seen God the Father (for no one has seen Him)

But it must be that they saw the Son that declares Him

And so we see that the Son has always been “the messenger of the LORD”
Here in the beginning and even in these last days

Though the LORD has spoken in various ways and still does He has always spoken to us by His Son

And here He finds Hagar on the run
Even as He has found many of us

By a well in the wilderness
And it is such a God question that He asks

“where have you come from, and where are you going?”

Similar to what the Lord asked Elijah when he fled from Jezebel

the Lord came to him, and He said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?

Doesn’t God know??

Of course He does

But you know what

We often don’t

And so He comes and He asks

What are you doing

Where are you going

Do you really know

Maybe you should think about it

And He redirects us back to the land of “wait’n belief”

Even as He did to Elijah
And as He does here to Hagar
9 The Angel of the Lord said to her, “Return to your mistress, and submit yourself under her hand.” 10 Then the Angel of the Lord said to her, “I will multiply your descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for multitude.” 11 And the Angel of the Lord said to her:

“Behold, you are with child,

And you shall bear a son.

You shall call his name Ishmael,

Because the Lord has heard your affliction.

12 He shall be a wild man;

His hand shall be against every man,

And every man’s hand against him.

And he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren.”

That though she was on the run

She couldn’t run from God

You might say she was “on the lamb”

Or maybe “the lamb was on her”

He found her there by the well in the wilderness

And He said, Go back and “wait’n belief”

That yes, there are promises to Abram

And they will be fulfilled in my time and in my way through Sarai

But there are also enough promises for you Hagar

And “the Angel of the LORD” said to her, 

“I will multiply your descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for multitude.”

That He will bless her as she returns to “wait’n belief”

And as a reminder of the promises

You shall name your son “Ishmael”

Which means “the Lord hears”

Because as we struggle in “wait’n belief”

The LORD wants us to know that hears our prayers

He knows our afflictions and our pains

But He hears and He helps

That Isa 40 says

30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, 
And the young men shall utterly fall,

31 But those who wait on the Lord Shall renew their strength;

And the Psalmist says in Ps 37

34 Wait on the Lord, And keep His way, And He shall exalt you to inherit the land

That the LORD will do what He has shown you

And when you doubt, then look at the Son, and say “Ishmael”, the LORD hears

And He will strengthen your heart

Again notice, similar to what the LORD promised Abram. But made by this “messenger”

Does an “angel” have the ability to make these promises

Or are theses the promises of God the Son as “the Angel of the LORD”

Made to Hagar even as He has made to us

13 Then she called the name of the Lord who spoke to her, You-Are- the-God-Who-Sees; for she said, “Have I also here seen Him who sees me?” 14 Therefore the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; observe, it is between Kadesh and Bered.

That indeed Hagar was changed by that encounter
That she saw that God sees

And so she named Him “Lahai Roi”, “You are the God who sees”
And named the place

The well of the God who sees

That now she too had promises that God had shown her

And she was prepared to go back to “wait’n belief”

And imagine what it must have been like when Hagar return

That she came back changed by God

No doubt no longer arrogant

But aware that there is a God who sees and hears

And she must have shared this with Abram and Sarai

Because we see as we end in verse 15

15 So Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram named his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.

That Abram named the boy Ishmael even as the LORD had said
So he knew what the LORD had said
That surely it was as much for Abram and Sarai as it was for Hagar

That the LORD hears our affliction

And yes, He is the Living God who sees

And Abram and Sarai should have known this. 

Surely they did know it

That Sarai being barren should have cried out to the Lord. 

Instead of coming up with her own plan

Because He is a God who hears and sees

He was the God that came to Abram and showed him these things

It started because “God said” back in Gen 12

And that Abram cried out

The LORD responded

And though some time had passed

And maybe they had not heard from the LORD for a while

He is still the God who hears and sees

They should have continued in “wait’n belief” for the things that the LORD had shown them would come 

Walking with Him, And knowing Him

As John 17:3 tells us

And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent
You see God speaks to us even today

At various times and various ways and in these last days He has spoken most clearly to us by His Son,

And what God has said and does say will surely come to pass

Even if we must spend a little time in “wait’n belief”

Ps27:14 says

14
Wait on the Lord;


Be of good courage,


And He shall strengthen your heart;

Wait, I say, on the Lord!

He is the God who sees and hears our struggles

He has felt our pain

He knows our sorrows

He is acquainted with grief

And He is always faithful

If we wait on Him

Really wait with Him

We will draw close to Him

And He will renew our strength

As we “wait and believe”
