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Gen 21


“They Laughed”
If you remember last week
We were looking at the fact that Abraham faltered a little in his faith

That though he had been walking with the Lord in a very intimate way for 25 years

He had come to the place where he headed a little south

Down towards Egypt and on the borders of the promised land
Down to where the wealth of the world was traded in Gerar

And that when he was there 

He acted like the world

And he lied about his circumstances out of his fear for his life

Not trusting that the Lord would see him through as He had promised

But despite Abrahams failure

We saw that God was faithful

And God's word does not fail. 

And so we need not fearful
We saw that Sarah was returned
And Abraham was given sheep, oxen, and male and female servants

And told that he could dwell any where in the land that pleased him

(quite surprising circ…a king giving back from his harem, given sheep, etc. and telling to live where wanted)
That truly he was blessed by God

Not because of his perfection

But because of God’s promises

(that this was the land God promised him, that the Lord was his shield and reward and that through Sarah) 
And what do we see as we enter in to Ch 21
But words declaring the faithfulness of our God

And the Lord visited Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as He had spoken. 

That despite their failures and their doubts
That God really delivered

Not the actually delivery…

That comes in verse 2

But the delivery of what He promised

Remember when the Lord had said in Ch 18 that Sarah would bear a child

And Sarah was eavesdropping at the tent door and it said

Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, “After I have grown old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?” 13 And the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I surely bear a child, since I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid.

And He said, “No, but you did laugh!”

And what do we see here but 

“That the Lord visited Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as He had spoken”
Do you realize that this is “our God”

A God who is faithful to His word

Isa 43 says

9
Remember the former things of old,


For I am God, and there is no other;


I am God, and there is none like Me,

10
Declaring the end from the beginning,


And from ancient times things that are not yet done,


Saying, ‘My counsel shall stand,


And I will do all My pleasure,’

11
Calling a bird of prey from the east,


The man who executes My counsel, from a far country.


Indeed I have spoken it;

I will also bring it to pass.


I have purposed it;
I will also do it.

God had promised Abraham that through Sarah would his seed be called. 

Though Sarah was past the age of bearing children
Their own bodies being dead as far as that was concerned

So much so it was laughable by Sarah

Yet to God

Nothing is impossible

Though we cannot see how it can be accomplished

Though it can’t be done by human means

Yet the Lord can bring it to pass

Though we try to make it happen in the flesh

Though we fall short of what we should be

Though we even sometimes doubt

We see nothing is to hard for Him

And He can bring the impossible to life

And that is what we see here

As it says in verse 2
2 For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him.
That just as the Lord had said

In it’s appointed time

God brought to pass what He had told Abraham He would do

That the long-looked-for comes at last. 
The vision concerning the promised seed was for an appointed time, and now was the “that” time

That even as Isaac was a type of Christ

That though the promise was many days in coming

It did indeed come

And that the promised seed of the Messiah 

Though many years in coming

Would indeed come

Even as God had promised

You see, with God, there is a "set time" for all things. 
Pastor Chuck says, “God deals with the eternal and so He has all kind of patience waiting for that set time”

But we deal with the temporal and so, we have problems waiting for God's "set time." 
We, so often, try to speed up God's clock and hasten His program. 
Instead of patiently waiting for what He has shown us
Our God does not lie

For our God is true

And what our God says

This thing He will do

And here we see He did

At the appointed time

Deliver the promise

In the real sense of the word

For Sarah bore Abraham a son in his old age
 3 And Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him—whom Sarah bore to him— Isaac.
That even as the Lord did “as He promised”
So Abraham did “as he was told”
He named his son Isaac

And Isaac means, "laughter." 
And “they had laughed”

Remember when God told Abraham he was going to give him a son in his old age

Abraham laughed in amazement
Later on when the LORD was talking to Abraham, in his tent, 
When Sarah overheard, she laughed in disbelief

But now that he was born

They laughed in relief
That all the years of waiting

The years of struggle and emptiness were over

That what they had once hoped for and dreamed

What they had thought had passed being possible

Had finally come true

And they knew it was not something of their own doin

But that it was by the hand of the Lord

And that He had blessed them with it
And what do we see in the next verse

But that Abraham blesses the Lord with obedience

4 Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him.
That Abraham kept his covenant with God

And this was no laughing matter

Especially for Isaac 
And this must have been a hard thing for Abraham

Now I can only speak from experience

But I think it hurts a father more than it does the child

When it comes to something like this

Now I never saw any of my children get circumcised (and prob good cuz I hear it’s not the kindest of pro)
But I did hold one of my girls when she was 7 days old while they stuck her several times for various tests

And when I saw the blood running from her foot as she cried

I thought I was gunna cry too

And wanted to kill the Doctor

The point being

It had to be hard for Abraham to do this painful thing to his 8 day old child (literally cutting him)
But it was important to Abraham

Because it was a covenant with his God

It was a dedication of Isaac to his God

That Isaac would be marked as “belonging to the Lord”
Because they knew that he was “from the Lord”
And verse 5 tells us
 5 Now Abraham was one hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 And Sarah said, “God has made me laugh, and all who hear will laugh with me.” 7 She also said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? For I have borne him a son in his old age.”
That they indeed knew that Isaac was from the Lord

That at this time

Abraham was now 100 years old and Sarah not much younger
And Sarah was just blown away by God’s goodness

And said “God has made me laugh”

Now God had made her laugh before (a yeah right kinda laugh)
But now He made her laugh with joy

And she said “all who hear will laugh with me” (no longer at me)
And that is the wonderful thing about the Lord

Is that He can really turn our tears to laughter (imagine the years of ridicule because she was barren…)
That He alone knows what breaks our hearts

And He alone knows what really heals them

That yes there are times when He leads us through the valley of the shadow of death

That we come to that place like Job where all is lost

And we say the Lord givith and the Lord taketh

Blessed be the name of the Lord

But He is also the One that takes us by the hand

And leads us to the top of the mountain of transfiguration

Where we see His glory

And He blesses us with good things

Things beyond what we could imagine

And we like Job are more blessed in the end than in the beginning

And we can look back and say

The Lord is truly good to those who wait upon Him

And so it was with them

That they were blessed beyond measure

That they rejoiced and laughed at what the Lord had finally delivered
And verse 8 says
8 So the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the same day that Isaac was weaned.

That it was a joyous time
That the child grew healthy and strong

And that they celebrated the day that he was weaned

Now some say that this was around 2 or 3

Some say older as much as 6 or 10

But what we need to understand is that it doesn’t necessarily mean the end of nursing

As much as it did to them

To be weaned from the mother’s care

That the mom was more the primary care giver until they were weaned

And then the Dad took over after that

That basically they were old enough to leave their mothers side

And so it was a great time of celebration for the father

But as will all joyous occasions

There are those things that bring it down

And we see in verse 9

9 And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, scoffing.

That as they celebrate what the Lord has done
The work of the flesh brings it down

That Ishmael, who was about thirteen when Isaac was born, was here at the celebration scoffing

Now in his teens, he was probably jealous of this other son that was born. 
He had the attention and love of his father for thirteen years
Suddenly there is another little boy that is called, "laughter." 
And all the attention is on him
But rather than being glad for what the Lord has done

They laughed too
But they laughed cynically at the whole situation.

Now we know that Ishmael and the attempt to have the child by Hagar represent the works of the flesh
And that Isaac being from the Lord represents the work of the Spirit

And we see that the flesh always scoffs at the work of the Spirit
And tries to mock the things of God

Paul had this problem in Galatia with the early church

And in Galatians 3 Paul asks them

O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified? 2 This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?— 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh?
That the Judiazers, the Jewish legalists who troubled the Galatians
Tried to convince them that they needed the works of the flesh to be saved

That in addition to Jesus they needed the rituals of the law

That they mocked their simplicity in Christ

These legalists claimed Abraham as their father.
And Paul will admit they are children of Abraham, but they are like Ishmael, not Isaac!  
So Paul wants to know who was their mother, Hagar or Sarah? 
Because both Ishmael and Isaac were sons of Abraham

But Ishmael was born of a slave, and born according to the flesh. 
Where Isaac was born of a freewoman, and born according to the promise.
Even so, the legalists promote a relationship with God based in bondage and according to the flesh. 
But the true gospel of grace offers liberty in Christ and is a promise received by faith.

And this is always the case

Even as Ishmael and his descendants have persecuted Isaac and his descendants, 
We should not be surprised that the modern-day people who follow God in the flesh 
Persecute those who follow God in faith through the promise.
That there are those who even call upon the name of Christ

But they have not received the Son of the promise

They are trying to follow Christ after the flesh

Instead of trusting in Him by faith

And they will scoff and mock and even persecute those who do

(and the history of the “so called church” persecuting believers is a tragic fact throughout the ages)
But even more than in the social sense

This is also the case in the personal sense

That we too as children of God

Are born again of the promise

We are new creations in Christ…Isaacs if you will…free in Christ and with a glorious hope

Something to celebrate with “laughter”

But there is still part of us that was born first…born of the flesh…our natural man…Ishmael

And what we see as Paul tells us in Romans 7

Is that we have a battle betwixt the two

And the good that I would to do, I do not do

But the evil that I do not will to do, this I do do (something wrong with xlation-kind of a stinky situation)

But in this battle that we face

We find that our natural man scoffs at the spiritual man

That he laughs at him and his simplistic ways

Mocking the hope and the joy and celebration that we have in the Son of the promise

But there is a solution there in verse 10 of Gen
10 Therefore she said to Abraham, “Cast out this bondwoman and her son; for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, namely with Isaac.” 11 And the matter was very displeasing in Abraham’s sight because of his son. 12 But God said to Abraham, “Do not let it be displeasing in your sight because of the lad or because of your bondwoman. Whatever Sarah has said to you, listen to her voice; for in Isaac your seed shall be called.
13 Yet I will also make a nation of the son of the bondwoman, because he is your seed.”
That though this text is directly applicable to the current situation

That Sarah does not want the son of the bondwoman oppressing her son

And so she kindly asks Abraham to see if she might leave ( (Right…prob yellin and spitin)

But the point is, she says the solution is to cast her out

And we see that it displeased Abraham because he loved his son Ishmael

That he didn’t want to go to extremes

And was probably trying to reason with Sarah and find some kind of compromise

Some way maybe to keep them separated but still part of their life

Maybe because he loved Ishmael or because he feared losing Isaac 

But the Lord said “Do not let it be displeasing in your sight”

Despite your fondness for them let them go

Listen to Sarah because your hope is in Isaac
And they are to inherit the promises of God
But I think the spiritual application is quite obvious

That Paul uses this portion of scripture in Galatians 4

Where he brings interesting kind of parallel between the child of the law and the child of faith. 
Gal 4:21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not hear the law? 22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman. 23 But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through promise, 24 which things are symbolic. For these are the two covenants: the one from Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar— 25 for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children— 26 but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all

That there are always those who live after the flesh and there are always those who walk after the Spirit
Not only as individuals but also even “with in us”

That those who are after the flesh are obvious because the scoff and mock and persecute the other

But also more subtly in our own lives

We have a choice in our lives, whether to live after the flesh or after the Spirit.

And we need to know that they that are after the flesh will not inherit with those who are after the Spirit. We are to live and walk after the Spirit. 
For it is those who are by the Spirit who inherit the promises of God
But that “Ishmael in us” fights to gain the attention

And we have a battle in us

The one that Paul described in Romans 7

But our problem is that often we are like Abraham

That he didn’t want to go to extremes

And was probably trying to reason with Sarah and find some kind of compromise

Some way maybe to keep them separated but still part of their life

Maybe because we loved Ishmael (the flesh and the lusts of the flesh)

or because we feared losing Isaac (the spirit and so we want to hedge our beds if heaven doesn’t work out) 

But the Lord says “Do not let it be displeasing in your sight”

Despite your fondness for them, let those things go

Listen to Sarah because your hope is in Isaac, in the spirit, and the promise, and not in the flesh

And we are to inherit the promises of God

So what is the answer??
The same as it was for Abraham

Paul said in Gal 4:28

28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise. 29 But, as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, even so it is now. 30 Nevertheless what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.” 31 So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman but of the free.
That the things of the flesh need to be cast out

There is to be no reconciliation with the flesh, no peaceful coexistence. 
The son of the flesh must simply be put away forever.

 

The solution is the same in our own battle between trusting in the flesh and trusting in the Holy Spirit: 
cast out this bondwoman and her son. 
Do not be overly fond of them

Do not cling to them

The works of the flesh

Even ones disguised as religion 

Simply need to go

Law and grace cannot live together as principles for our Christian life, 
and there is no question we belong to the freewoman, not the bondwoman.

As Hebrews 12 tells us

To let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith 
Because He is the Son of the promise to whom we do belong

And though the flesh may mock us (They laugh)
Theirs is one of derision and disbelief

But ours in the Son of the promise…
Is a laughter of pure relief

So we see Abraham is as we should be “obedient”

That when the Lord tells us this must go from our life

We need to obey

Even if it’s not what other might or would do

If the Lord says it is something that is keeping you from Him

Then you need to let it go

And so Abraham does… knowing God is in control
That as the Lord said He will make of Ishmael a great nation too

So Abraham need not fear he is hurting them

Because the Lord will take care of them

14 So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water; and putting it on her shoulder, he gave it and the boy to Hagar, and sent her away. Then she departed and wandered in the Wilderness of Beersheba. 

That Abraham did what was best and dealt quickly and directly with the situation

He rose early and sent them away

And they “departed” and “wandered” in the wilderness

The word wandered means that she became lost.

And you may notice that Abraham didn’t send them away with much

That perhaps he knew that he could have sent them with dozens of animals

And tons of food

But that the bottom line is that without the Lord they would not survive

So better that they travel light

And depend upon the Lord who is faithful

Now Abraham, no doubt, had given her enough water to reach a place where she could get more, 

But they very quickly became lost

And it says in verse 15

15 And the water in the skin was used up, and she placed the boy under one of the shrubs.

That out of water and out of hope

She puts the boy out of the hot sun and under a shrub to keep him in the shade.

16 Then she went and sat down across from him at a distance of about a bowshot; for she said to herself, “Let me not see the death of the boy.” So she sat opposite him, and lifted her voice and wept.

Again remember that he was a teenager at this point
But none the less overcome with heat and lack of water

And so she sat him down under a tree
And she goes a distance away and weeps

17 And God heard the voice of the lad. Then the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said to her, “What ails you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the lad where he is. 

What is interesting here
Is that it says that “God heard the voice of the lad”
Though the text only says that Hagar wept

But that the Lord heard the voice of the lad

Now I dare not speculate whether it was because the promise of care was of the lad and not of Hagar

Or because the lad had faith that perhaps she did not

But what I find interesting is that the text says “she lifted her voice and wept”

Not to God, but just that she wailed and wept

And I wonder how often we weep out loud

Instead of crying out quietly to God

And maybe the quiet prayer of Ishmael reached the throne that the weeping and wailing did not

But for whatever reason

The angel of God called out to Hagar and said “what ails you”

It almost cracks me up

Because again it would seem 

That she is weeping and crying out loud

And the lad quietly prays

And the angels comes and says

Hagar…stop your wailing and weeping and just tell me what you need

That prayer is as simple as crying out to Him

And nothing is gained by cryin and wailing out loud

So the angel speaks and tells Hagar in verse 18

18 Arise, lift up the lad and hold him with your hand, for I will make him a great nation.”

That here we see the goodness of God

That he blesses them because of Abraham
Though they are a type of the flesh

And quite frankly will be a constant problem for the nation of Israel

Because from him would come the Arabic people

But God in His goodness

Often blesses others

Even non believers because of us

So that often they see God’s hand upon us

And upon them because of us

And in that the Lord is glorified

Even if they never become believers

19 Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went and filled the skin with water, and gave the lad a drink. 20 So God was with the lad; and he grew and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer. 21 He dwelt in the Wilderness of Paran; and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt.

That the Lord did do even as He had told Abraham

That He was with lad

Directing them to their immediate need which was water

And with them for the long haul

As he grew and dwelt in the wilderness

And in time would make from him a great nation

And verse 22 says

22 And it came to pass at that time that Abimelech and Phichol, the commander of his army, spoke to Abraham, saying, “God is with you in all that you do. 23 Now therefore, swear to me by God that you will not deal falsely with me, with my offspring, or with my posterity; but that according to the kindness that I have done to you, you will do to me and to the land in which you have dwelt.”
24 And Abraham said, “I will swear.”

Remember Abimelech is the Philistine king who took Sarah into his harem last week

When Abraham said, "She is my sister." 
He had told Abraham to dwell in his land

And he recognized that the hand of God was upon Abraham. 
And he knew that he was a prophet of God

He could no doubt see that God was blessing him 
And he had probably heard of the miracle of the birth of this child, Isaac.

So Abimelech wants to make a covenant with Abraham for his children's prosterity. 
He said, in effect, "I was kind to you, now promise to be kind to me and my sons," 
What is interesting that we see here 

Is the lasting affects of sin

Despite that Abimelech knows all these good things about Abraham

And that he says “God is with all that you do”
He says “Now therefore, swear to me by God that you will not deal falsely with me”

That “I know you’re a man of God”

But I want you to swear to not trick me again

Because he had already been burned once

So Abraham swears that he will

And then uses the opportunity to bring up another point

25 Then Abraham rebuked Abimelech because of a well of water which Abimelech’s servants had seized. 26 And Abimelech said, “I do not know who has done this thing; you did not tell me, nor had I heard of it until today.”
27 So Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the two of them made a covenant.

Abraham told Abimelech that the well belonged to him and had been taken from him. 
But Abimelech said he didn't know anything about it until now.

I find it interesting that Abraham finds a way to give back what Abimelech had given him
That he makes a covenant with him and says “here take these animals as part of it”
Returning those things that were gained by his deceitful behavior (mybe a type of restitution for his wrong)
(but also notice in verse 28)
28 And Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves.

29 Then Abimelech asked Abraham, “What is the meaning of these seven ewe lambs which you have set by themselves?”30 And he said, “You will take these seven ewe lambs from my hand, that they may be my witness that I have dug this well.”
31 Therefore he called that place Beersheba, because the two of them swore an oath there.

32 Thus they made a covenant at Beersheba. So Abimelech rose with Phichol, the commander of his army, and they returned to the land of the Philistines.
That Abraham wanted a reminder

That anytime you look at these lambs, you will remember that Abraham dug this well.

And I thought

What a change had taken place

That at the beginning of this encounter

Abimelech was saying I want you to swear an oath

Because I don’t want to be burned again (there was a bad taste left in his mouth)
But by the end

Abraham had returned some of what Abimelech had given

And now wanted Abimelech to remember

That it was Abraham that had dug that well

That when he thought of Abraham in the future

He would think of the refreshment that he brought

That water in that desert land

And how he had given back to Abimelech what he had received

And that Abraham made a covenant that he would keep

And so they called the place Beersheba

Which means well of the seven or well of the oath

Because sheba in Hebrew is the number seven or oath 

And which ever way it was taken

The thing that stood out

Was that Abraham was changing his witness

That he was a man of his word

That he gave back rather than took

And that he provided wells of water in the dry and thirsty land

That “as he” cast out the bondwoman and her son

And listened to what the Lord did say

We see he is seen differently by the world around him

And isn’t that what we want

We want to walk in the spirit and not in the flesh

That people might see, that the Lord is good

And that He is a God that can do the impossible

Even bringing once dead dreams back to life

And fulfilling what He has shown

Just as He said that He would do

And here at the end we see
33 Then Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and there called on the name of the Lord, the Everlasting God. 34 And Abraham stayed in the land of the Philistines many days.

That now… he could settle down
And call upon the name of the Lord

And not be a bad witness to His name

And what a glorious name He has

Here is the first time the name is used

El Elyon, the Everlasting God

It is also used by Isaiah in Isa 40
Where he says
Isa 40:28
Have you not known?


Have you not heard?


The everlasting God, the Lord,


The Creator of the ends of the earth,


Neither faints nor is weary.


His understanding is unsearchable.

29
He gives power to the weak,


And to those who have no might He increases strength.

30
Even the youths shall faint and be weary,


And the young men shall utterly fall,

31
But those who wait on the Lord

Shall renew their strength;


They shall mount up with wings like eagles,


They shall run and not be weary,

They shall walk and not faint.
And we see with Abraham

That through this time of faltering in his faith

He did not let it push him away from God

But drew him ever closer

Close enough to see

That He is El Elyon

The Everlasting God

That in eternity past

Before Abraham was

He could say “I am”

And He has made us to run the race that is set before us

And to run it in His strength and His power

That we might not grow weary

And that we might not faint
That we might run the race for the joy that is set before us

To run it with a purpose

Erik Liddel said it best in the movie about his life
As an outspoken Christian Gold medalist

Who set records that lasted for decades

He said to his sister, 

Jenny he said, God made me for a purpose
God made me fast, 
And when I run, I feel His pleasure

May we all run in such a way

That we feel His pleasure today

And laugh the laugh of relief
As we see what He has promised come true

Because this is “our God”, the Everlasting God

And He is a God who is faithful to His word

To us, even as He was to Abraham and to Sarah
