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Gen 20


“The Fear of God”
Remember way back the last time we were together in Genesis

We saw that the Lord had once again appeared to Abraham

He came and met with Abraham and talked about the wickedness of Sodom and Gomorrah
How their evil deeds had reached the heavens

And that the LORD had come to judge their deeds
And this was not the first time that the Lord had met with Abraham 

Remember we had looked at how it started way back in Ch 12

Where it said “Now the Lord had said to Abram”

Then further on it says “Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said”

And then in Gen 15 it said “the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision”

And a gain, “the word of the LORD came to Abram”

And then in Gen 17:1 it where it said “When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless

And then again in Chapters 18 and 19
As the Lord appeared to Abram in the heat of the day as he was sitting outside his tent
And the Lord reaffirming to Abraham and Sarah the promised child

And then spoke of the judgment that was to come upon the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah

The point being is that Abraham had heard from the Lord many times
And that he had talked with the Lord about His righteousness and justice
That Abraham “knew God”

He knew that the Lord was faithful

And would do even as He had shown them

And that even if it seemed like it was impossible to them

That nothing was too hard for the Lord, 
He even confirmed it in many different ways
That through this the Lord was strengthening their faith

He was showing them that He cared
That He had heard their prayers, and He responded

He had seen their plight, and came to help
That He is a God who delivers the righteous

Even as He did in Sodom and Gomorrah
And yet we see that as we enter in to Chapter 20…
And Abraham journeyed from there to the South, and dwelt between Kadesh and Shur, and stayed in Gerar. 2 Now Abraham said of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” And Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah.
That Abraham seems to head south

Kadesh is on the north end of the Negev, just south of Beer-sheva, where you come into the promise land

Shur is a little further south toward Egypt and Gerar is down near the Egyptian border. 
Now Gerar was a very large town, archeologists say it seemed to be a large merchandising town. 
And on the edge of the promised land and almost in Egypt.

And we know that Egypt is a type of the world in scripture
And here we have Abraham heading south 

Out of the promised land and towards Egypt and places of worldly wealth

Perhaps to trade to increase his wealth
Or to go where there was more activity or just leave where he was

Perhaps he did not want to live in the hills overlooking the destroyed region any longer, 
and be reminded of those people and the judgment visited upon them.
We really don’t know why he left

Just that he did

But what is really of concern is what he did

And we can make the analogy that heading that direction

Ends us up where it did Abraham

Because it tells us

Now Abraham said of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.”

 
And remember twenty-five years earlier, 
When Abraham had first come into the land, 

And there was a drought in the land and he went down to Egypt. 

He asked Sarah to say that she was his sister, 

Because he was afraid they might take her, for her beauty, and kill him. 

So Pharaoh took Sarah into his harem, 
But God told him that she was a man's wife. 

And Pharaoh sent Sarah and Abraham away
Leaving behind a terrible witness

And we really saw that the famine was in faith 

Now, Abraham is doing the same thing here in Gerar. 

After twenty-five more years of walking with God and entering into covenants with him, 

Abraham still has not grown in faith to the place where he knows that God will, indeed, take care of him. 

We see Abraham doing the same thing
Because he is afraid 
How tragic, what fear can do. 
What an enemy of faith, fear becomes.

Prov 29:25 says “The fear of man brings a snare”
Instead of trusting God with his life

He devised his own plan to save his neck
But we see that his plan fails once again
And what we see is that age does not automatically sanctify us. 
Walking with the Lord for years does not protect us

But really what we need is to simply trust Him

We see that because Abraham fails to trust God for his protection

Because Abraham fears for his life

He lies about Sarah being his wife

And what happens because of his lie

Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah.

Now maybe this wasn’t Abrahams greatest fear

Obviously his life was

But certainly he had a concern for his wife

And he was waiting on the promise of God for a child through her

And yet here she is taken from him because of his lie
But despite the fact that we often fail

We see God is still faithful

And we see in verse 3

That God is still in control

3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, “Indeed you are a dead man because of the woman whom you have taken, for she is a man’s wife.”

Maybe Abraham wasn’t listening to God right then

But Abimelech surely would
And we see that the Lord speaks to Abimelech in a dream by night
And unlike when the Lord spoke to Abraham

We see that the words are not quite a comfort to Abimelech

As the Lord says “indeed you are a dead man”

And you just gotta imagine that that was quite a nightmare

This is a scary thing to hear from God, even in a dream. 
But the LORD wanted to put the fear of God in him
And I think He did that in a major way
What a blessing it is, that when the God of the universe speaks to us

That it is not words of condemnation and judgment

It is not that “You’re gunna die”

But it is that “I died for you”

And that “I have loved you with an everlasting love”

That His words towards us are of comfort and hope
Though as His children He will deal with us

Sometimes in a very severe way when needed
For the Bible says in Heb 12:5-6

“My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord,
Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him;

6 For whom the Lord loves He chastens,

And scourges every son whom He receives.”
And of all people 
We His children should know the fear of God
Not in a freaked out, He is out to get us, always in danger fear

But a health respect kinda fear like with electricity

Because it can hurt ya bad if you take it lightly

And you need to be afraid enough that you are not a fool and get yourself electrocuted

And we need the same healthy respect for our God

That yes He is loving and merciful and gracious

But He is also just and right and true

And He will chasten whom He loves

Those who are His

And we should have “the fear of God” in our hearts
J Vernon McGee said “nothing hurts like a whoopin from the Lord”

And He will whoop us when needed

Hebrews says that

we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness.

That we need to remember it is for our benefit

That we had earthly fathers that disciplined us and we respected them

We knew we would be in trouble when they got home

And that they would apply the board of education to the seat of understanding when needed

And it affected our behavior

There was a healthy fear

And it should be the same with the LORD

The Bible says

Holy and awesome is His name.

And it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God

And you cannot read very far in the Bible without finding the fear of God

Used over 400 times as either fear or feared the Lord or fear of God
Over 100 of those times in the New Testiment

And Psalms and Prov are filled with it

Ps 111:10
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;

A good understanding have all those who do His commandments.
Pro 1:7
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge,

But fools despise wisdom and instruction

Pro 10:27
The fear of the Lord prolongs days,

But the years of the wicked will be shortened.

And one of my favorites in Ps103

11
For as the heavens are high above the earth,


So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him;

12
As far as the east is from the west,


So far has He removed our transgressions from us.

13
As a father pities his children,


So the Lord pities those who fear Him.

14
For He knows our frame;


He remembers that we are dust.

That I know without a doubt that my God loves me

That He pities me and remembers my frame that I am but dust

That I know the thoughts that He thinks toward me, says the Lord, are thoughts of peace and not of evil
to give me a future and a hope.

But I also fear Him tremendously
Not that I am timid or skittish

But He is my God and my Lord and my Father

And I respect and honor and worship Him

With the glory due His name

Hopefully always more than man

More than health

Or wealth or even death

We were talking yesterday at Men’s prayer about the fact of walking where God has shown you
And that often times it can be fearful

Hard to take that step

And share with someone

Or do something that others might think dumb

But that it’s better to fear God than man

And how Paul spoke in Acts 21 when they told him

“Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owns this belt, and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.

12 And when they heard these things, both we and those from that place pleaded with him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, “What do you mean by weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”

And when we fear God instead of man

And trust the Lord more than ourselves

Then we are walking in the light of what He has shown us

And are used by Him in various places

Instead of causing problems like we see here

Because notice what is happening 

4 But Abimelech had not come near her; and he said, “Lord, will You slay a righteous nation also? 5 Did he not say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she, even she herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of my heart and innocence of my hands I have done this.”

6 And God said to him in a dream, “Yes, I know that you did this in the integrity of your heart. For I also withheld you from sinning against Me; therefore I did not let you touch her. 

That first we see the problem

Those who do not know God
Now accuse the Lord of doing wrong
Because Abimelech had not touched her

And even says “He is the one that said she is my sister”

That it was in the integrity of my heart that I did this thing

And notice he even asks “Lord, will you slay a righteous nation”

Now does that sound familiar

I know it been a couple weeks since we were there

But turn back two chapters and take a look with me

In Gen 18:23 do you remember the dialog

The Lord is sharing with Abraham the coming destruction of Sodom

And as Abraham is listening, He decides to intercede

23 And Abraham came near the Lord and said, “Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked?

That there in Gen 18 Abraham pleaded with God to spare the righteous
Yet what happens here but his actions condemn them

And how easy it is to say one thing

And to do another

So we see the problem that he causes was what he pleaded would not happen

Because he had the fear of man more than the fear of God

And so he was a poor witness of what he professed

Second that we see God’s protection

Because though Abraham failed to have faith

To trust in the Lord to see him through

We see the Lord protects His people

That it says

For I also withheld you from sinning against Me; 

therefore I did not let you touch her.

That yes, Abimelech did it in the “integrity of his heart”

But God says, I am the one that gave you that case of integrity that you caught

That even if his heart was right in this regard, 
God kept him from worse sin. 
No doubt this pagan king had some type of morals
He would only kill steal and destroy his enemies but not his friends

Well at least not the close ones

And he would only kidnap and steal the unmarried women

Because after all, he had integrity

Not that I’m saying that this was an evil guy

Because we don’t know

But what we do know is that the morality of the world is very subjective

That one man’s integrity is not another’s

When there is no moral barometer

That without the knowledge of God

That there is no real integrity

And that the only reason we have some semblance of it

Is because of God’s influence on the world

And you can see the more antagonistic a society is to the Bible

The more inhumane they really are

But through it all

We see the Lord protected them

Especially her

As she was taken captive by this pagan King

And that He really is the God of all creation

Whether willingly submitted or not

He moves the hearts of even kings

And even if Abimelech was trying to be upright according to Abraham’s God

How could he have know it was wrong

When Abraham lied

So we see the problem caused

And the Lords protection through it

And then we see the Lord’s promise

And His promotion of His prophet

That it says in verse 7
7 Now therefore, restore the man’s wife; for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you shall live. But if you do not restore her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who are yours.”
Not just protecting the promise of the child that would come from Abraham and Sarah

But also the promise that if Abimelech would obey God that he would live

And that if he did not he would surely die

That despite the fact it was “done in integrity”

Despite that Abraham contributed to it

You will restore Sarah to Abraham or you will die

And that’s a promise

I think it is good for us to see that it is really cut and dried

That the Lord is not wishy washy or indecisive

That there really is only one way

And that is “His way” 

And notice that the Lord tells Abimelech that Abraham is a prophet

Even though Abraham is in sin, he is still a prophet and man of powerful prayer. 
God's mercy did not leave Abraham, even though Abraham didn't trust God the way he should.

That Abraham still had his problems

But God’s calling is not based on perfection

It based on parentage

That our Father has a plan
And He wants us to participate

Maybe as a prophet, maybe as a preacher, maybe perched in a pew
But He wants us to walk where He has planned

Not in the fear of man but in the fear of God
Taking that difficult step 

Or doing what others think dumb

But trusting the Lord more than ourselves

And our estimations of what we can do

Because if we waited for perfection we would never get anything done

So we do our best

And commit the rest

To Him who is faithful to see us through

That even as Esther was fearful to go to the King Ahasheus
But Mordecai told her if she choose not to go, 
God would raise up deliverance from another quarter. 
God would save His people, but she would have lost her chance to be used by the Lord
And here we see the Lord still uses Abraham despite his faults

 

8 So Abimelech rose early in the morning, called all his servants, and told all these things in their hearing; and the men were very much afraid. 9 And Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, “What have you done to us? How have I offended you, that you have brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? You have done deeds to me that ought not to be done.” 10 Then Abimelech said to Abraham, “What did you have in view, that you have done this thing?”

That indeed Abimelech had the fear of God

And as he shared what the Lord had done

That all those who heard feared the Lord

But we also see Abimelech’s response to Abraham

That Abraham is called on the carpet

And rebuked once again by the world

And what a terrible place it is as a Christian to be

When the world needs to tell you what you did wrong

And here Abimelech says that Abraham caused this error

It is sad to see that Abimelech - the pagan king - is in the right, 
and Abraham - the man of God is in the wrong, 
And the world is always quick to tell us so

And what shame it brings to the name of our God
Abraham had his eyes on man instead of God

And now he had failed them both

And we see his reasoning in verse 11-13

11 And Abraham said, “Because I thought, surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will kill me on account of my wife. 12 But indeed she is truly my sister. She is the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother; and she became my wife. 13 And it came to pass, when God caused me to wander from my father’s house, that I said to her, ‘This is your kindness that you should do for me: in every place, wherever we go, say of me, “He is my brother.” ’ ”

That the problem was because he thought

He thought more about what others thought than what God thought
He was worried if they had the fear of God 

Rather than if he really did

And because he feared the men that didn’t fear God

He behaved in a way that showed that he didn’t either

And instead of trusting, he thought, and leaned upon his own understanding

And we see his reasoning as he explains to the king

That the reasons really stem from the fear of his own life. 
And a lack of trust in God

Even in a subtle way

We see he even indirectly shifts the blame on God

As he claims that God sent him out on this dangerous journey where he had to protect himself.
Commentator and Bible expositor Donald Grey Barnhouse said on this verse
 

"There is a terrible meaning in this verb wander which Abraham uses. 
The Hebrew word occurs exactly fifty times in Scripture and never in a good sense. 
It is used of animals going astray, of a drunken man reeling, or staggering, of sinful seduction, of a prophet's lies causing the people to err, of the path of a lying heart. 
Six other words are translated wander, any one of which Abraham might have used, but he used the worst word available." 

 

"Abraham should have said: 'Forgive me, Abimelech, for dishonoring both you and my God. 
My selfish cowardice overwhelmed me, and I denied my God by fearing that He who called me could not take care of me. He is not as your gods of wood and stone. He is the God of glory. He is the living God, the Creator, the most High God, possessor of heaven and earth. He told me He would be my shield and my exceeding great reward, and supplier of all my needs . . . In sinning against Him, I sinned against you. Forgive me, Abimelech.'" (Barnhouse)
(You go Donnie)
But despite Abraham’s excuses

And no doubt Abimelech’s frustration with him
We see at least he had the fear of God

So we see in verse 14

14 Then Abimelech took sheep, oxen, and male and female servants, and gave them to Abraham; and he restored Sarah his wife to him. 15 And Abimelech said, “See, my land is before you; dwell where it pleases you.” 16 Then to Sarah he said, “Behold, I have given your brother a thousand pieces of silver; indeed this vindicates you before all who are with you and before everybody.” Thus she was rebuked.

That Abimelech wanted to go above and beyond what he had to do

Even as a Christian should always want to do

And in showing such generosity to Abraham, 
Abimelech is essentially heaping coals of fire on his head
Abraham should have been giving gifts to Abimelech, because he was in the wrong.
Yet Abimelech humbles himself and gives gifts on top of giving back his wife

Two interesting points

Notice once again what compromise does to us

That here it is interesting to see Abraham accepts these gifts
Remember at the high point of trust and dependence on God in Gen 14

Where Abraham came back from the battle of the five kings

Rushing off with his servants

Pursuing them far to the north

And had rescued Lot and a lot of the goods

And as he returned he met Melchizadek and took the bread and wine

And then when the king of Sodom came and offered him gifts, remember what Abraham said?
22 Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have raised my hand to the Lord, God Most High, the Possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that I will take nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap, and that I will not take anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich’

Previously he had refused gifts from a pagan king because he wanted no one to think a man made him rich. Here, because of Abraham's compromise, he finds it hard to reclaim the same high moral ground.

And accepts the gifts that reduce his witness of the God that he serves

And the other thing to take note of 

Is Abimelech’s terminology, where it says
16 Then to Sarah he said, “Behold, I have given your brother a thousand pieces of silver

We can imagine the irony in Abimelech's voice when he refers to Abraham as Sarah's brother.
As if to “emphasize” that that was what they had said to him

And it says Thus she was rebuked or reproved
The ancient Hebrew word for reproved is "yakach." 
It has the idea of "set right," so it is debatable as if Sarah was "set right" by Abimelech's rebuke, 
or if she was "found to be right" because of her humble submission in this occasion. 
In a sense, both are true.
And so Abimelech did what the Lord requested

Because He feared the Lord
17 So Abraham prayed to God; and God healed Abimelech, his wife, and his female servants. Then they bore children; 18 for the Lord had closed up all the wombs of the house of Abimelech because of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.

It was intimated that there was great power in the prayers of this prophet

And a man of God should always be ready to help those with their prayers that stand in need of them


(not fretting the outcome, but leaving it in God’s hands)
And Abraham being accessory to Abimelech’s trouble, 

Was all the more obliged in justice to pray for him.

So we see that in the end the Lord is glorified as He heals Abimelech

And opens the wombs of the women

So that they once again bore children
And that the fear of God was in that place

And beyond that I think that we can see that Abraham had a new humility

That here he is rebuked by this pagan king

Who he has put in this position by his actions
And then he accepts gifts of compromise from the world because of what he has done
But he also sees how faithful God is to His promises

That God had said He was going to give him a son. 
And that the son was not yet born, 
So why should Abraham fear for his life? 
Surely he should have realized that the word of God is going to be fulfilled. 
That despite our failures.

God's word can not fail. 
And so we need not fear

And so he comes out of this humbler and wiser

And trusting God a little more

And we see that this comes into play in just a few chapters

In Gen 22 where God tells Abraham to sacrifice his son

And Abraham knows that God has promised a multitude of descendants through Isaac

So he does not have to fear the outcome

He just needs to trust

There is no need to head south

Out of the promised land and towards Egypt and places of worldly wealth

Because heading away from the promises of God is a snare and a trap
And only lands you in to trouble

Remember that He is a God that hears our prayers, and He responds
That He is a God who delivers the righteous

And the fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, To turn one away from the snares of death.
And we can trust in Him

Because we know Him

So that we can say with Paul
for I know whom I have believed 
and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.
So let those who fear the Lord now say, “His mercy endures forever.”

For the Lord is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me?

He changeth not

He is the same yesterday today and forever

And He who neither sleeps nor slumbers will be watching over me

Trust Him today
