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Gen 13



“To the Right or To the Left”

As we have been going through Genesis

We have been going from the more general and historic

To the more personal and specific

From the creation of the universe, to the flood of all the earth, to the dispersment of the nations

And last week we began looking at Abram

The son of Terah, of the line of Shem.

One man to whom God had made specific promises

That the LORD was going to work through individuals

Like Noah and Shem and Abram and David

To bring in the promised Messiah into the world

And to be examples that others would follow after

And maybe he didn’t start out with the greatest of deeds

We saw that he got off to a slow start

Not doing exactly as the LORD had said

But that he had faith in the true and living God

So much that he would leave his own country not knowing where he was going.

But that the LORD was calling him to be separated from the world around him

And he was willing to obey

And that despite the fact that he was not perfect

Still the LORD had made promises to Abram that He would keep

And we looked at the Abrahamic covenant last time

Then as he entered the land of Canaan last time we saw that he built an alter

And he called on the name of the Lord

Maybe for the first time feeling free to worship the LORD in the way that he felt was right

But then we saw that there was a famine in the land

And that the first thing that Abram does is run to the Supermarket (sorry, I meant Egypt)

That he went to Egypt to find food rather that staying where the LORD had called him

And we saw a little bit of what transpired there

And the trouble that it caused

And that in the end the Egyptians sent them packing

So we start this week with them leaving Egypt and it says in verse 1

Then Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, to the South.

2 Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold.

So we see that Abram leaves Egypt

With all that he had including his wife and his nephew Lot

Now it does not mention in the previous chapter that Lot went with him to Egypt

But here it tells us he came back with him

So we see that Lot accompanied them wherever they went

Whether to the right or to the left, or to the north or to the south, Lot was there

So it says they came back “to the south”

Not that they traveled “southward”

Because Egypt is to the south

But that they traveled to the “south of Canaan”

So we know that Abram and his family were “southerners”

Maybe he was from “Yur of the Caldeens”

Well literally the word there for “south” is “negev”

Which means “south” or “south ward”

Which if you look at many maps will just say “negev” in the south of Canaan

So they returned from Egypt to the South of Canaan

And we looked at last week that it was a famine of faith that took Abram to Egypt

But we do see that he came back full

That he came back with his wife and his nephew even as he went down

But he also came back very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold.

Now some may say that this then would have been a prosperous journey

That despite the fact that he went down to Egypt instead of staying in Canaan by faith

That despite the fact that he lied out of fear

And despite the fact that he almost lost his family

God blessed him with riches while he was down there

And so it was a good trip

But as Abram probably found out

That going to Egypt for food

And gaining all the riches of the world (and Egypt is a type of the world in scripture)

Is not as good as a tent in the land of God even during a famine

That there was troubles that came there

And troubles that followed them home

And there would be repercussions for this trip for a long time

That we make decisions to turn left or turn right in our life

And that sometimes we make a wrong turn

And the turn that he made was a mistake

That seeking refuge from Egypt was a bad idea

And that he needed to go back to where he had come from

And so we see in the following verses

That as he leaves Egypt with all that he had

3 he went on his journey from the South as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 4 to the place of the altar which he had made there at first. And there Abram called on the name of the Lord.

That we see he traveled from the south as far as Bethel it says

“to the place where his tent had been at the beginning”

Interesting that it makes specific mention

That it is back to the place where his tent had been at the beginning

As if it is saying “where it should have been all along”, Where it should have stayed

And I have had those places in my life

Where I have made “wrong turns”

And I have had to go back to where I was at the beginning

Go back to a previous position and start again

And though I could say I am wiser for the trip

It’s not one I would choose again or ever recommend

They are chapters “written off” and you just move forward

But sometimes you just need to “ go back to where you were at the beginning”

And verse 3 really spoke to me about where we are both geographically and spiritually here today

You see we live in the south geographically

And I think one of the best things about the south is its morality

There are many wonderful things

But I think the best thing is the morality of the south

Where there is still respect and kindness and hospitality

Where people seem to care about one another

And about what is right and wrong

It’s a good place to live

Unlike the place where we came from

Those things have long since passed away in the majority of the people

That people have made their choice which way to turn

And they have turned towards liberality and selfishness and indifference

So it is good that it is different here in the south

But the problem is that it’s only cultural

Though it’s roots are no doubt in the Bible

The roots have rotted away

And the tree is in danger of falling

That the way of life may have been based on the Bible

But we know many of those who attend church now

Just do it because it seems the thing to do

Or because their family always has

But really has nothing to do with what the Bible really says

And when I read this verse 

That he journeyed from the South as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at the beginning

It struck a chord with me

Because Bethel means “house of God”

And I thought about how so many from the south

Where there are the roots of the Bible

Where the morality still lingers

That they need to journey to the house of God, to the place where their tent had been at the beginning

Even as Rev 2 tells us about the church of Eph

2 “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil.

That you have a morality about you

 4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love.
Return therefore to the place where you pitched your tent at the beginning

Go back to Bethel

Back to the house of God

Not back to a “church”

But back to God and that relationship with Him

It is something we all need to remember

To not get caught up in the things of this world

To not even get caught up in the things of the “church”

But to stay in that place of being in love with our God

To stay in the house of God no matter where that might be

And so we see that as Abram comes back from Egypt

It tells us he returns to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, 

to the place of the altar which he had made there at first. 

That he returns to where the Lord had spoke to him

That he returns to where the met him

That maybe he did make a wrong turn

Maybe it should have been right and not left

But he backs up to where he was

And now he can move forward with the Lord

Instead of independent of him

And we see the first thing he does when he gets back

Is that he calls on the name of the Lord

He worshiped God

And so much more important that where we go

Is what we do when we are there

In a physical sense Abram returns to Bethel

But much more important is that in the spiritual sense

He called on the name of the LORD

And a true mark of a child of God

Is one that calls on the name of the LORD

It’s been said that trying to find a Christian that doesn’t call on the name of the Lord

Is like trying to find a living man that is not breathing

It is a necessity for spiritual life

And we don’t have to go to a place to do it

We can do it wherever we are

Because our LORD always hears us

But sometimes there are places that are special to us

Places where the LORD has met us in a special way

And places we like to return to call upon the LORD like Abram did

Bethel is a place like that

It was this same place that Jacob would have a dream in Gen 28

As he stopped here to sleep as he ran from his brother Esau

And the LORD would say, “I am the Lord God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 

the land on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants. 14 Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you.”

16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!”

And then many years later in Gen 35

The LORD would say to Jacob

“Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there; and make an altar there to God, who appeared to you when you fled from the face of Esau your brother.”
2 And Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, “Put away the foreign gods that are among you, purify yourselves, and change your garments. 3 Then let us arise and go up to Bethel; and I will make an altar there to God, who answered me in the day of my distress and has been with me in the way which I have gone.”

That Jacob knew he had made some wrong turns

And he wanted to return to the place where he had pitched his tent at the beginning

To the places where the LORD had met him in a special way

And where he wanted to return to call upon the LORD like he had before

Now in contrast to that the dialog turns to Lot

Who it never mentions that he called on the name of the Lord

And we see in verse 5

5 Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks and herds and tents.

And often times even those who don’t call on the LORD are blessed

When they are the companions of those who do

And again though we may think of wealth as a blessing

It can be the cause of many trials and tribulations and troubles also

It is what they brought back from Egypt

And we see it is also what separates them

Because verse 6 tells us

6 Now the land was not able to support them, that they might dwell together, for their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together. 7 And there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. The Canaanites and the Perizzites then dwelt in the land.

That their possessions were so great that they could not live together

That though travels and dangers and famines couldn’t separated these two

That a few too many possessions did

As 1Tim 6:10 tells us

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

And here we see a separation between Abram and Lot because of their wealth

And we see contention between their servants because of this abundance

We see that it is just not at the top but all the way through

That there is this strife when there is abundance that was not there when there was poverty

And it makes the interesting statement that the Canaanites and the Perizzites were in the land

And then starts the next verse saying “so”

Because there were Canaanites in the land

8 So Abram said to Lot, “Please let there be no strife between you and me, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren. 9 Is not the whole land before you? Please separate from me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right; or, if you go to the right, then I will go to the left.”

Now some have said that this was because there was fear

And that if the enemies saw them fighting with each other that they might be more likely to attack

But considering the context and what we see in the these verses I would say it was not fear

But concern for their witness 

Because they were in the land, so Abram says

Let there be no strife between us

Instead let us separate

Now if there was fear of the enemy

Than they wouldn’t be “separating”

They would be joining together

But Abram rather says

Please let there be no strife between you and me for we are brethren

Please separate from me. 

If you take the left, then I will go to the right; or, if you go to the right, then I will go to the left.

Let us go our separate ways rather than fighting here where the Canaanites and the Perizzites live

Let us not give the enemies of our God a reason to blaspheme His name

Interesting that the word here for contention or strife is the Hebrew word Meribah

For you students of the Bible it should ring a bell as one of those transliterated words

Because it was in Ex 17 if you remember

That the children of Israel “contended” with Moses saying, “Give us water, that we may drink.”
So Moses said to them, “Why do you contend with me? Why do you tempt the Lord?”

3 And the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses, and said, “Why is it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?”

And it was there that the Lord commanded Moses to strike the Rock and it would provide water

And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 So he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the contention of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

That there were contentions because of lack of faith

So here father Abram warns Lot

Let there be no meribah between us

Let there be no contentions that would dishonor the Lord

Rather let there be peace

Maybe thinking of the recent bad witness that they had left with the Egyptians

And it brings to mind what Paul said in 1Cor 6

Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unrighteous, and not before the saints? 2 Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world will be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 3 Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, things that pertain to this life? 4 If then you have judgments concerning things pertaining to this life, do you appoint those who are least esteemed by the church to judge? 5 I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you, not even one, who will be able to judge between his brethren? 6 But brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers!
7 Now therefore, it is already an utter failure for you that you go to law against one another. Why do you not rather accept wrong? Why do you not rather let yourselves be cheated?

Paul says better to be cheated out of what is yours

Than to fight with your brothers in Christ before the world

I say this to your shame. 

Brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers!
And we wonder why the world holds the members of the church is such low regard

When we act like the world

When we emulate the ways of the world

Why would they think us any different than the world

I was riding to work the other morning and I heard on the radio

Icon pictures…the ones that produced Passion of the Christ…

is suing a company that edits violence and immorality out of films to make them more acceptable

now I don’t know that either of these are “Christian” companies

But to the world they represent Christian values

I thought “That just stinks”

That a company that produces a movie about the sacrifice of Jesus

Is suing a company that takes sex and violence and vulgarity out of movies 

Better that they should lose all their money and all their fame

Rather than fight like that in public

But we are so caught up in what we are owed

That we forget what has already been paid

You see we are not owed anything

As a matter a fact we have a debt we cant repay

Because Jesus paid the price for our sin

And like that wicked servant in Matt 18 that the Lord forgave his insurmountable debt

And yet he went out and could not forgive the 20 dollars that was owed him

Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 33 Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?
But that is only possible by faith

Faith in God’s promises, 

For faith does not selfishly seek one’s own desires, but is generous, magnanimous, and self-denying.

How can you allow yourself to be cheated and mistreated in this world

Unless you believe there is a God who will make it up to you in the next

If they ask for your coat, how can you give them your tunic too

Unless you have a God who provides for you

You see you can say

Take my money, my jacket, my life

When you know that there is nothing important that they can take from you

Do not fear those who can kill the body

But fear Him who can cast your soul into hell

Because that is what really matters

And here we see Abram

Who just a short time ago said “I need to go to Egypt for food”

I need to take care of myself

I need to look out for number one

Even if it means giving up my wife

Now he’s telling Lot,

Is not the whole land before you? Please separate from me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right; or, if you go to the right, then I will go to the left.”

It was Abram that was promised the land not Lot

It was Abram who was the eldest not Lot

It was Abram who was the leader not Lot

But rather than have contention in the land that the unbelievers would see

Abram tells Lot

Take whatever you want

And I will take what is left

Abram had been at the point of decision before

But this time he was gunna make a right turn and take what was left

And if Lot took what was left, Abram would do what was right

And he would just trust the Lord to take care of him

And notice Abram didn’t do it out of envy or strife

Take some land and get the heck out of here

But out of kindness he asks

Please let us part rather than fight

And so we see in verse 10

10 that Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere (before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt as you go toward Zoar.

That as Lot contemplated what he would do

That he walked by sight and not by faith at all

He lifted up his eyes and looked at the beautiful land

That it was well watered everywhere

Like the garden of the Lord

Like Egypt down by the Nile

And what could be easier to decide

It meets all my worldly need

And it can sustain all my riches

So what else do you need to know

But Lot ignored the words in parenthesis there didn’t he 

(at least in several bible translations those words there are in parenthesis)

that it was (before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah)

OK …Lot didn’t know about the parenthesis or that God was going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah

But we do see that even then Sodom was know for being wicked and sinful because it says

11 Then Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot journeyed east. And they separated from each other. 12 Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and pitched his tent even as far as Sodom. 13 But the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinful against the Lord.

That despite the fact that the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinful against the Lord

That Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan

And that he pitched his tent as far as Sodom

And even if he didn’t know how wicked they were yet

They were still idolaters, unbelievers, heathen

Yet he pitched his tent towards the neon lights of that city

And as we will soon see in Ch 19

Became deeply involved and actually ended up living in the city

And notice there seemed no argument from Lot

No sorrow at their parting

But a willingness to improve upon his situation

And to press upon the opportunity

So often I have seen those who see only with their earthly eyes

And see that every chance to improve in comfort or wealth is an open door from God

Despite the fact that it keeps them from church

Or infringes on what is good for their spiritual health

It must be from God because it’s what the world would say is good

But in contrast to that

We see what Abram did

He gave Lot the choice

And was willing to take what was left

He said you choose the left or the right and I will go the other way

That rather than insist on his right

He wanted to do what was right

And we see what God does with what is left

We see in verse 14

14 And the Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him: “Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are— northward, southward, eastward, and westward; 15 for all the land which you see I give to you and your descendants forever. 16 And I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the earth, then your descendants also could be numbered. 17 Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, for I give it to you.”

That in reality it would seem that God was waiting for Abram to do as He asked him to do

And then He would give him the next step

It literally says there “Now the LORD said to Abram”, now that they had separated

Remember previously we looked at how the Lord had told Abram

“Get out of your country, From your family, 
And from your father’s house 

Yet he was only partially obedient

Leaving the country at first

But following after his father

Then leaving his fathers house after his father died

But taking Lot who was his family with him

And now we see him finally separating from Lot

And when he was separated it says

Then the Lord said to Abram

“Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are— northward, southward, eastward, and westward; 15 for all the land which you see I give to you and your descendants forever.

I thought it interesting that previously in verse 10 it said

10 And Lot lifted up his eyes and chose for himself all the plain of Jordan.

But here it says the Lord told Abram “Lift up your eyes and see the land I give you”

When Lot lifted his own eyes it became a burden

But when God lifted Abram’s eyes it was a blessing

That as we will see as time goes on that the choices that Lot made will bring trouble

That he will soon be involved in the politics of Sodom

Living amongst those who were sinful against the Lord

And who troubled his own soul

Because Peter tells us

Righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked 8 (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)

But Abram who did not insist upon his rights

But instead called on the name of the Lord

Who walked by faith and not by sight

And the Lord spoke to him and blessed him saying

“Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are— northward, southward, eastward, and westward; 15 for all the land which you see I give to you and your descendants forever. 16 And I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the earth, then your descendants also could be numbered. 17 Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, for I give it to you.”

That He trusted in the promises of God

That God would do something with what was left

And the LORD says “I will uncountable multitudes from what little you have left”

And to look about and walk the land

And all that you see though it belongs to another, I give it to you and your descendants forever

Even as Heb 11:13 tells us

13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return.

No giving up and going back

Not turning to the left or to the right

But staying the course and allowing the Lord to lead

He wasn’t always right

But he was never left

And the Lord took care of him

And we see that after Lot pitched his tent towards Sodom

That verse 18 tells us

18 Then Abram moved his tent, and went and dwelt by the terebinth trees of Mamre, which are in Hebron, and built an altar there to the Lord.

Lot lifted his eyes and looked towards Sodom

Abram lifted his eyes and looked towards God

Abram went to Hebron and built an alter there to worship God

Mamre means “strength”

And Hebron means “fellowship” or “association” 

And here Abram had both

Strength and fellowship as he walked with God 

He had learned that it was not by his own plan that he would come into the possession, 

Or by jealously guarding what he thought was his. 

Instead he could act righteously and generously knowing the LORD would provide for him

Learning that it was not whether you turned right or left that was important

But that when you trust the LORD

You will end up on the right and not be left

And that is what is important

Because the separation from the world that God asks of us now

Is just the beginning of the separation that He will do later

Because the day will come when Jesus sets the sheep on His right hand as it says in Matt 25

But He will set the goats on the left

34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’
37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’
Not that they turned left or right

But they simply did what was right

They did what they do in the south

They take care of people

They help people

But not because it’s cultural

But because it’s Christlike

But it starts by going back to Bethel

Back to the house of God

Not back to a “church”

But back to God and that relationship with Him

To not get caught up in the things of this world

To not even get caught up in the things of the “church”

But to stay in that place of being in love with our God

To stay in the house of God no matter where that might be

And to build that alter

And call on the name of the LORD

Then whether you turn right and take what is left

Or if they take what is left, and you just do what is right

It doesn’t matter

Just trust the Lord to take care of you

And right or left now

You’ll be right when it counts

And you won’t ever be left

