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Gen 30



“Carnal Competition”
As we jump into chapter 30
We need to remember the context of what is going on

We have seen how Jacob was a deceiver and a manipulator

How he was on the run from the problems that he had caused

And was headed back to Cali (the area of Ur of the Chaldeans, Mesopotamia, specifically Padan Aram)

But a funny thing happened on his way back to the place of his roots

He had an encounter with the Living God

That as he traveled

On that first night out

As he went as far as he could go and pulled up a rock to sleep on

The LORD appeared to him and spoke to him and confirmed His promises to him

And we saw that Jacob walked away “with a spring in his step” as he “lifted up his feet”
And finished the journey to Padan Aram

And we saw as he got there he was indeed blessed to find the woman he wanted to marry

But we saw also his troubles followed him

Because we saw that his uncle, who was Rachel’s father, was a deceiver just like Jacob had been

So Jacob’s encounter with the LORD was just the beginning of his journey

And the journey was not really to Padan Aram

But was really “up that ladder” in his dream to being closer to the LORD

And that it is not a journey by foot
But one by heart

And we see that after his encounter with God

He encounters the same situations that he was escaping

That he has been changed, but the circumstances really have not

And he is now the recipient of the deception that he once dished out

And we looked at that last week

How he was deceived by Laban and ended up in a difficult family situation

Now married to two women, one loved and the other hated
And very much like the situation between him and his brother Esau

That now that he had encountered the LORD

He could see these situations in a whole new light

And as we ended last week we saw the competition that came into the family
As Leah competed for the love of Jacob through the children

And brought division and frustration into their lives
We looked at how the names chronicled the journey that she was on

And that maybe towards the end she had learned to just “praise God” as she named her last child Judah

But what do we see as we enter the next chapter

But that the carnality of competition is like a cancer

And it causes conflicts and consternation 

It says in verse 1
Now when Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister, and said to Jacob, “Give me children, or else I die!”

That here we see Rachel
The one who was “loved by Jacob”

So much so that he ended up serving a total of 14 years for her as his wife

And we read that the seven years until the were together were but as a day because of his love for her

So she have had all that she needed from Jacob 

But what do we see, but that she wants more

Why does she want more…

Because she “saw”

She saw that Leah was having children and that she was not

So she “envied” her sister

That it was “competition” instead of completion

It is interesting that we saw in Chapter 25 that Rebekah had been barren 20 years

But it says in verse 21 Now Isaac pleaded with the Lord for his wife, because she was barren;

That “they” pleaded to the LORD but “Rachel” pleads to her husband

Because it is nothing but carnal competition

And she cries out of envy “Give me children or else I die”

How different then the godly women of scripture who sought the LORD

We read of Hannah in 1 Sam 1 who was in very much the same situation
Elkanah her husband loved her more than his other wife and more than all the children

But it say Peninnah the other wife “provoked her severely” ruining the family, because Hannah was barren
And Elkanah asked her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? And why is your heart grieved? 
Am I not better to you than ten sons?”

But it says that Hannah was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the Lord and wept in anguish.
That different than Rachel who cried out to Jacob in envy

Hannah cried out to God in anguish

Not because “Peninnah” had them

But because she desired them

Not in competition with others but for completion of herself
So she cried out to God and the LORD heard her prayers and gave her Samuel

How we need make our petitions known to God and not to man
And that is what we see in verse 2 as we Jacob’s response

2 And Jacob’s anger was aroused against Rachel, and he said, “Am I in the place of God, who has withheld from you the fruit of the womb?”

Now anger is seldom justified

Because as James says, in 1:20 “for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.”

But Jacob is right in correcting her

And he loved Rachel there is no doubt

So all the more he needed to point out the error of her ways

That we need to understand that faithful reproofs are instances of true affection
Even Job a righteous man before the Lord 
Reproved his wife when she spoke the language of the foolish women
So it was right of Jacob to rebuke her and it is something greatly to be cautioned of

That according to Matthew Henry the Chaldee paraphrases it well saying, 
Dost thou ask sons of me? Oughtest thou not to ask them from before the Lord? 
And the Arabic reads it, 
"Am I above God? Can I give thee that which God denies thee?’’ 
It is said by the Rabbi’s that the keys of the clouds, of the heart, of the grave, and of the womb, 
are four keys which God has in His hand, and which He entrusts neither with angels nor seraphim. 
That God alone determines these things and there appointed times

When the clouds pour forth, when the womb opens and when the grave closes

And when the heart receives

And nothing man can do can change these things

So Jacob asks “Would you make me out to be God”

For to whom we offer supplications is to us a god. 
And Jacob does not desire to be in that position
So Rachel heeds his voice and makes her requests known to God…oh sorry

No it says in verse 3

3 So she said, “Here is my maid Bilhah; go in to her, and she will bear a child on my knees, that I also may have children by her.” 4 Then she gave him Bilhah her maid as wife, and Jacob went in to her.
That contrary to receiving what Jacob had to say

She says “ok, we will tackle this a different way”

How bout we go granma Sarah’s way and do the surrogate parenting thing

And you can go into Bilhah and the child she bears will be mine

That far from seeking the LORD

She then tries to control the situation

(I wonder if this all sounded familiar to Jacob, maybe the words from his mother ringing in his ears)

And Jacob being the strong believer he now was said

No Rachel lets wait on the LORD

NO..he says “ok”…that plan works for me

Showing that he still had a ways to go also

And verse 5 tells us

5 And Bilhah conceived and bore Jacob a son. 6 Then Rachel said, “God has judged my case; and He has also heard my voice and given me a son.” Therefore she called his name Dan. 7 And Rachel’s maid Bilhah conceived again and bore Jacob a second son. 8 Then Rachel said, “With great wrestlings I have wrestled with my sister, and indeed I have prevailed.” So she called his name Naphtali.

That we can clearly see that this did not fix the problem

It did not help the situation

That alls it did was make things worse

Here we see Rachel attitude as she calls the first son “Dan” meaning, “judgment.” 

Because of her own envy, she viewed this child born of the flesh as a victory and a vindication for her.

Charles Barnhouse said, 

“Can a woman get so low that she will hit her sister over the head with a baby? Rachel did.”

And then we see she names the next son Naphtali meaning “wrestle.” 
That it has gotten so bad that Rachel will openly acknowledge this “baby competition” 
And names her child wrestle.

She said With great wrestlings I have wrestled with my sister, and indeed I have prevailed: 
This seems strange. 
How do two sons prevail over four? 
Perhaps she meant it in the sense that now Leah seemed to have stopped having children.

And now Rachel was in control

But as in all battles of the flesh

You can never win

Because there is no end…some will always be better or brighter or stronger or wealthier than you
And we even see this in the next verse

9 When Leah saw that she had stopped bearing, she took Zilpah her maid and gave her to Jacob as wife. 10 And Leah’s maid Zilpah bore Jacob a son. 11 Then Leah said, “A troop comes!” So she called his name Gad. 12 And Leah’s maid Zilpah bore Jacob a second son. 13 Then Leah said, “I am happy, for the daughters will call me blessed.” So she called his name Asher.

That just when Rachel feels she is in the lead, that she has “prevailed”

What do we see but Leah joins back in

Maybe she had come to the point of “praise” with Judah when she was ahead 4 to nothing

But as soon as Rachel starts makin a come back

Leah feels she needs to get back in the game

Showing her praise was not in the LORD

But in what she had as long as she was in the lead

And we see the carnality as Leah puts Zilpah in the game

And when the child is born she names him “Gad” which means “a troop”

(And she said Gad-zooks here comes the troops 

And then the next one is born and she names him “Asher” which means happy
And we see she is more concerned with what others think than for the child

Because she says, “I am happy, for the daughters will call me blessed.”

That as long as she can be in the lead in this competition she is fine

But if she starts to lose ground forget it

It’s an old twist on new saying

“Whoever dies with the most kids wins”

Not knowing it’s really whoever dies without the LORD loses

And so the carnal competition continues
It goes on in verse 14 and says
14 Now Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest and found mandrakes in the field, and brought them to his mother Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah, “Please give me some of your son’s mandrakes.”

15 But she said to her, “Is it a small matter that you have taken away my husband? Would you take away my son’s mandrakes also?” And Rachel said, “Therefore he will lie with you tonight for your son’s mandrakes.”

That here we have the discovery of “mandrakes”

And “what” might you say is a mandrake

Well the word in the Hebrew is “doo-dah’-ee” which means “love-apple”

And is believed to be the mandrake or the Mandragora plant specifically that grows in that region

It is a plant of mythical properties that through even the medieval times was used for various potions

Even some references are still made to it today in some circles of magic

That it was believed to have some aphrodisiac properties and to aid in fertility as well as other things

So what we have here is that basically that these women are even turning to things of magic\superstition

That perhaps these “myth-drakes” are the answer

That this is just the help she needs to finally have a baby

So we see Rachel plead with her sister for some of these magic herbs

I thought it interesting that she would go to Jacob and accuse him of not giving her children 
And go to the sister she despised and plead for this magic root
But she wouldn’t go to the LORD and seek His will
How foolish carnality really is

We see the open hostility between the sisters as Leah replies 

Is it a small matter that you have taken away my husband?

That again, this is a terrible situation, but in reality Leah knew that Jacob loved Rachel

And that Jacob was working for Rachel

And that Leah was deceitfully joined to Jacob

And now they fight over a root of an herb

Because alls the have is a root of bitterness between them

Rachel would rather have children by reputation than none at all
Children that she might fancy to be her own, and call her own, though they really weren’t
When one would think her own sister’s children would be nearer kin to her than her servants 
And she might with more satisfaction have made them as her own if not for the carnal competition

Strengthening the family instead of tearing it apart

And Leah could have conceived and cared in love instead of carnal competition

And bonded with her sister even if she couldn’t with her husband

But instead there’s nothing but contention

That the root that they had dug up was really malice not mandrake

And no herbal magic could mend it

Is it any wonder that this family had a history of strife and bloodshed? 
Violence and competition was really what was conceived here, not the kids

And we see even there in verse 15
That Rachel barters for the mandrake by auctioning off her husband

That it was more important to her to win the carnal competition

Than to care for the man who loved her

So Leah makes the deal

And we see in verse 16

16 When Jacob came out of the field in the evening, Leah went out to meet him and said, “You must come in to me, for I have surely hired you with my son’s mandrakes.” And he lay with her that night.

17 And God listened to Leah, and she conceived and bore Jacob a fifth son. 18 Leah said, “God has given me my wages, because I have given my maid to my husband.” So she called his name Issachar.
That once again as the “competition” goes on we see that Leah feels she is rewarded

But interestingly she attributes it not to God

But to her generosity in offering her maid to Jacob

What amazes me is that her we see

That even as they compete

And Rachel gets the root that she thinks will help her get pregnant 

And trades a night with her husband for it

What happens but that Leah is the one that conceives and not Rachel

And Leah sees God’s hand in it

But attributes it to her own behavior

Rather than glorifying the LORD and ending the carnal competition
And we see in verse 19
19 Then Leah conceived again and bore Jacob a sixth son. 20 And Leah said, “God has endowed me with a good endowment; now my husband will dwell with me, because I have borne him six sons.” So she called his name Zebulun. 21 Afterward she bore a daughter, and called her name Dinah.

That in all these things the carnality continued

Working to earn affection from both God and man

And in competition with each other

But even in the midst of all the carnality

We see verse 22 offers hope

That despite all we can do to mess things up

God is faithful still

Even though we may forget God, what does it say

22 Then God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and opened her womb. 23 And she conceived and bore a son, and said, “God has taken away my reproach.” 24 So she called his name Joseph, and said, “The Lord shall add to me another son.”

That we see that the LORD “was listening”

And that intermingled with all her other efforts

Maybe there was some supplications to the LORD

Because He listened to her and opened up her womb

Some 10 years after they were married, finally Rachel has a child

And she claims that the LORD has taken away her reproach

So much so, that she is very thankful for this child and names him “satisfied”

Oh sorry…she names him “no big deal”, give me more, literally “may he add” (Joseph)
That maybe the “reproach is gone
But the carnal competition is not

She saw that the mandrake didn’t help, in fact backfired

And now she sees the LORD delivers

But it’s not enough

And she wants more

And we see in verse 25 its too much for Jacob and it says
25 And it came to pass, when Rachel had borne Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, “Send me away, that I may go to my own place and to my country.
He wanted out of there ( to “his own place” (see what 2 competing wives will do to you)
OK, I’m kidding…
It goes on to say
 26 Give me my wives and my children for whom I have served you, and let me go; for you know my service which I have done for you.”
27 And Laban said to him, “Please stay, if I have found favor in your eyes, for I have learned by experience that the Lord has blessed me for your sake.” 28 Then he said, “Name me your wages, and I will give it.” 

29 So Jacob said to him, “You know how I have served you and how your livestock has been with me. 30 For what you had before I came was little, and it has increased to a great amount; the Lord has blessed you since my coming. And now, when shall I also provide for my own house?”

That Jacob is done

And he is ready to go back home to Canaan

So he says to Laban, I have done as we have agreed let me return now to my own land

But we see again the ways of Laban

That despite the fact that Jacob wants to leave

Laban wants him to stay because he profits from it 
And selfish men know how to give good words when it is to serve their own ends
Interestingly it says that Laban says 

“he has learned by experience” that the LORD has blessed me for your sake

Because the word for “experience” there is a word normally translated “divination”

It means to “stare intently…especially at “signs or omens” (tea leaves or entrails or whatever)
And so there is a good chance that Laban was consulting these “arts”
As we see in the next chapter that he worships many idols

And that through these “he knows” that the LORD has blessed him because of Jacob

But he is not content with that and the great wealth that has come to him during that time
Rather he wants to find some way to “keep his luck going”

So he offers Jacob a piece of the action

But Jacob says he needs to provide for his own family now

And notice he doesn’t boast in the blessing on his behalf
But says indeed the LORD has blessed you “since my coming”

That it is obvious you have blessed while I’ve been here but I won’t go so far as to take the credit
That despite Laban’s carnality and conceit

That he is in competition and knows the key to his own success

And wants to find a way to keep the cash cow giving

But we see in Jacob a humbleness that is different than before

And doesn’t want to take credit for what God has done

And it is reflected even more in the following verse

As we see the dialog in verse 31
31 So he said, “What shall I give you?” And Jacob said, “You shall not give me anything. If you will do this thing for me, I will again feed and keep your flocks: 32 Let me pass through all your flock today, removing from there all the speckled and spotted sheep, and all the brown ones among the lambs, and the spotted and speckled among the goats; and these shall be my wages. 33 So my righteousness will answer for me in time to come, when the subject of my wages comes before you: every one that is not speckled and spotted among the goats, and brown among the lambs, will be considered stolen, if it is with me.”

34 And Laban said, “Oh, that it were according to your word!” 35 So he removed that day the male goats that were speckled and spotted, all the female goats that were speckled and spotted, every one that had some white in it, and all the brown ones among the lambs, and gave them into the hand of his sons. 36 Then he put three days’ journey between himself and Jacob, and Jacob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.

As Laban says I want you to stay “what shall I give you of my wealth since I and the one with the success

Saying, just name your price and I will give, cuz I’m a such a giver (when we all know that he is a thief)

And what is Jacob’s incredible reply

“You shall ‘give me’ nothing”

That even as Abram had said to the King of Sodom after meeting with Melchizedek in Gen14

“I have raised my hand to the Lord, God Most High, the Possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that I will take nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap, and that I will not take anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich’—

Jacob didn’t want to be a debtor to Laban 
He didn’t want Laban to be able to say that “he” made Jacob rich

Instead Jacob wanted out of the carnal competition and was willing to trust in God

So he said, do this thing and I will shepherd your flocks for a while longer

Give to me all the spotted and streaked one, the ones not solid colors and I will stay
And to understand this you need to realize that especially in this area

That solid white and solid black are the “norm”

They are the dominant ones genetically

And there are very few spotted speckled or streaked
So when Laban heard this

The carnal conniver thought “cool”, I’ll catch that kid at his own craft
Laban clearly took advantage of Jacob by so quickly being agreeable to such an unfair deal

He probably thought Jacob was won over by his fair speech and compliments

And instead of offering what was fair or even counter offering “much greater” out of gratitude

Because of his carnal competition he says “Oh, that it were according to your word!”

Please Jacob, let us do as you say (as I laugh all the way to the bank)
And what do we see but that Laban is as quick to carry it out as he was to agree

And that “very day” he went through the herds and removed all the ones that were spotted or speckled

And then moved them a 3 days journey away

And realize that this was not to “identify them”, they were easily identifiable

It was to segregate them from the others so that there was much less chance of those mingling with his

And giving birth to ones that were spotted like Jacobs

They knew the principles of Mendel's Law of Segregation (The ones that govern heredity and breeding)
Laban was stacking the deck so that there would only be those few that were just separated and their young
And chances were than none spotted or streaked would be born from those that were Laban’s
But notice Jacob says “My righteousness will answer for me”
That he was holding on to his “integrity” and trusting in God

Rather than the carnal competition that was around

But then we see some odd behavior in the final verses where it says in verse 37

37 Now Jacob took for himself rods of green poplar and of the almond and chestnut trees, peeled white strips in them, and exposed the white which was in the rods. 38 And the rods which he had peeled, he set before the flocks in the gutters, in the watering troughs where the flocks came to drink, so that they should conceive when they came to drink. 39 So the flocks conceived before the rods, and the flocks brought forth streaked, speckled, and spotted. 40 Then Jacob separated the lambs, and made the flocks face toward the streaked and all the brown in the flock of Laban; but he put his own flocks by themselves and did not put them with Laban’s flock.

41 And it came to pass, whenever the stronger livestock conceived, that Jacob placed the rods before the eyes of the livestock in the gutters, that they might conceive among the rods. 42 But when the flocks were feeble, he did not put them in; so the feebler were Laban’s and the stronger Jacob’s.
We see Jacob doing what seems to be some type of “which doctor thing”

Here he is getting some branches of some trees and he is peeling them and was putting them in the water
And you read that and think what is that all about, RIGHT?

I sure did, thinking what kinda shepherding is this?
And you can look up things like pre-natal suggestion…
That there are those that think that if a pregnant woman goes to the zoo

And that there is an incident that affects her mentally while at the gorilla cage…

Others have said it was something in the water

Because there have been conclusive studies that show what you eat can determine the sex of the child

They have spent lots of money and found that a solid 50% of the time it works

And some have suggested that this is what Jacob is doing

After all it’s plausible according to some

And they were very superstitious and all back then anyway, so it is understandable, RIGHT?
But what they don’t do is look at scripture

Because as much as I hate to have you jump ahead and spoil the plot

Let’s look at Gen 31 and see what it says in verse 10-12
10 “And it happened, at the time when the flocks conceived, that I lifted my eyes and saw in a dream, and behold, the rams which leaped upon the flocks were streaked, speckled, and gray-spotted. 11 Then the Angel of God spoke to me in a dream, saying, ‘Jacob.’ And I said, ‘Here I am. 12 And He said, ‘Lift your eyes now and see all the rams which leap on the flocks are streaked, speckled, and gray-spotted; for I have seen all that Laban is doing to you
That later when Jacob is explaining to his wives
He tells them that God instructed him in a dream (And he doesn’t give all the details)
But the LORD often uses things “symbolically” even as He did the brass serpent in the wilderness

So maybe He instructed Jacob to do this with the sticks

Or maybe Jacob thought it helped or whatever

But the bottom line is that it was the LORD

And Jacob knew it was the LORD speaking to him, saying trust in me

I am your shield and your exceedingly great reward

So he didn’t get into the carnal competition

He didn’t need to prove he was right

He let the LORD do it

And He did

What is interesting in the word play in these verses

Because Laban is the Hebrew word for “white” or “whitish”

And so when Jacob peeled back the bark he “exposed the laban”

And by exposing the “laban” of the branches, the spotted sheep were born
So using the white on the branches, God outwitted “Whitey” (Laban)

And verse 43 tells us
43 Thus the man became exceedingly prosperous, and had large flocks, female and male servants, and camels and donkeys.

That Jacob was blessed as he didn’t enter into the carnal competition that was all around him
Yes it had been his life

Yes it was why he had to run away from home

Yes it was in his family and extended family

But it was getting taken out of Jacob

Because he was on a journey

Not to Padan Aram and back

But really “up that ladder” in his dream to being closer to the LORD

And that it was not a journey by foot

But one by heart

That now that he had encountered the LORD

He could see these situations in a whole new light

And he sought and end to the cancer of carnality that once ruled his life

But that is only possible if you see the heavens open

And see the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man

Because He is the way the truth and the life

And no one can escape the flesh except through Him

So let’s take the journey up Jacob’s ladder today
And let us draw nigh to the God who has revealed himself to us even at our “Bethel”
Communion

Remember your Bethel

