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Gen 10



“Way of the World”

We start today in the tenth chapter of Genesis also called the table of nations

We have moved on from the creation

To the garden of God in Eden

To the curse that man brought upon himself in that garden because of his rebellion 

And the proliferation of man outside that garden

Until the earth was filled with man and wickedness to the point that God destroyed it with a flood


(and that this was the way of the world)

But we saw man was not without hope

Because Noah found grace in the sight of the Lord

And was saved from the destruction of all living things upon that earth

And we looked at the Edenic, and the Adamic, and Noahic covenants

And how the Lord made these promises to His people

And then we see once again after the flood

That man begins to spread out upon the earth

And here we have the beginnings of that urban sprawl that began to take place

And we find it documented here in the Bible for reasons only the Lord knows

And what we may look at and see as just a jumble of names to stumble through

And not much to glean from

But we must understand the uniqueness of what we have before us

And gather what we can from what we see

Dr. Wiliam Albright, an archaeologist, biblical scholar, linguist and expert on ancient ceramics

Was quoted as saying

The tenth chapter of Genesis . . . stands absolutely alone in ancient literature, without a remote parallel, even among the Greeks, where we find the closest approach to a distribution of peoples in genealogical framework . . . The Table of Nations remains an astonishing accurate document.
That despite what we may see

What we have is an incredible document that shows the distribution of the peoples of the world

It really shows the “way of the world” and why it is distributed as it is today

Eusebius and others state that Noah was commanded of God to make a will 

and to bequeath the whole of the earth to his three sons and their descendants in the following manner: - 

To Shem, all the East; 

To Ham, all Africa; 

To Japheth, the Continent of Europe with its isles, and the northern parts of Asia

Now we don’t know why or what authority they gather this from

But it is a way to “sum up” the way of the world as it stands today

And it starts here in verse 1 and says

Now this is the genealogy of the sons of Noah: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

And sons were born to them after the flood.

Now obviously the focus of the chapter is not location as much as it is ancestry

And that would make sense because we know that one of the purposes of the scriptures

Is to trace the lineage of the Messiah

And to reveal to us our God

So it starts here and names the three sons of Noah

Shem, Ham, and Japheth

And then systematically breaks it down into their descendants

And from the names we see where these nations of the world were formed

God had told them to “fill the earth” (9:1). 

But later their descendants’ being “moved out and filling the earth”

Was divine judgment on a rebellious people as we will see next week

But this table appears to represent the known tribes of the earth. 

Seventy descendants of Noah’s sons are listed, 

Including 14 from Japheth, 30 from Ham, and 26 from Shem.

And it starts with Japheth here in verse 2 and says

2 The sons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3 The sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 The sons of Javan were Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 5 From these the coastland peoples of the Gentiles were separated into their lands, everyone according to his language, according to their families, into their nations.

Now it starts with Gomer

And no he wasn’t part of the marines and had a TV show

But this was a different Gomer

One of the 14 listed here

These were northern people, remote from Israel. 

Indo-European peoples, those stretching from India to the shores of Western Europe. 

They are each linked by language similarities that often seem invisible to the layman 

but are much more obvious to the linguist.

I remember a friend who taught me about the linguistic significance of the “gluteral stop”

And all the peoples who used it (most notably the Germans)

Gomer represented the Germanic peoples, 

From there came most of the original peoples of Western Europe. 

And Magog was the land of Gog, between Armenia and Cappadocia 

The name represented Scythian hordes southwest of the Black Sea. 

These settled in the far north of Europe and became the Russian peoples.

And you may be at this point saying “who cares”

I can hardly pronounce them

Let alone care about them

And I don’t want no gluteral stop

But for you who have read all the way through your bible

You who are students of the Word

These names should ring a bell

That as we go through this list

We find that these names are not unheard of in scripture

As a matter of fact some very interesting and applicable scriptures start to come to light

Especially Eze 38-39

Which is a prophecy about end times

And may not be to far from happening even in our days

Eze 38 says

Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy against him, 3 and say, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Behold, I am against you, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal. 4 I will turn you around, put hooks into your jaws, and lead you out, with all your army, horses, and horsemen, all splendidly clothed, a great company with bucklers and shields, all of them handling swords. 5 Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya are with them, all of them with shield and helmet; 6 Gomer and all its troops; the house of Togarmah from the far north and all its troops—many people are with you.
7 “Prepare yourself and be ready, you and all your companies that are gathered about you; and be a guard for them. 8 After many days you will be visited. In the latter years you will come into the land of those brought back from the sword and gathered from many people on the mountains of Israel, which had long been desolate; they were brought out of the nations, and now all of them dwell safely. 9 You will ascend, coming like a storm, covering the land like a cloud, you and all your troops and many peoples with you.”

So you start to see that these names have future significance to us who read this book

That Gog and Magog, play a part

The Tubal and Meshech will somehow be involved

And that Gomer (may come w\ marine corp) and many with them will actually draw against Israel in battle

So the Lord conveniently gives us a table of nations

That we might understand what the future holds

And we find it holds are attention a little better when it’s not just lost names in a book

So when we see the Madai represented the Medes 

East of Assyria and southwest of the Caspian Sea. 

And that they play a big part in the history of Israel

And are mentioned throughout the Bible

And Javan was the general word for the Hellenic race, the Ionians of western Asia Minor, the Greeks

That would conquer the Jews and build an empire that covered the known world

That Tubal and Meshech were northern military states. 

Probably located in Pontus and the Armenian mountains. 

Closely related to the Scythians and eventually the Russians

And to know that Jews from here were present on the day of Pentecost when Peter preached

Tiras may refer to the seafaring Pelasgians of the Aegean coasts.

Most believe the Romans eventually came from these

And were eventually the ruling power in the time of Jesus

That these names are mentioned again in scripture and we start to see some pieces fall into place

That we might see the interrelationship among them

And what the Bible has to say concerning them

And it help us to understand the Bible better

From these seven, seven more were derived. 

Three northern tribes came from Gomer: 

Ashkenaz (related to the Scythians), 

Germany is by the Jews commonly called Ashkenaz to this day

And in Israel there are cultural division amongst the Jews

And those called the Ashkenizite Jews are those that came from the Austria\German area

As opposed to the Sephartic Jews who came from the southern European areas like Spain

And have different styles of dress and cuisine

Also Riphath, and Togarmah were distant northern tribes

Some say related to the Turks some the Armenians

But certainly from that northern area

And then it talks about the The sons of Javan, 

two geographical names and two tribal names, 

They were all kin to the Greeks. 

Elishah was Alashiyah or Cyprus. 

Tarshish was a distant coast in Asia Minor, some say Spain or England

And this was where Jonah was going before he had a whale of a time getting to Ninevah

The Kittim and Dodanim settling in the area of Greece

And often referred to when speaking of Gentiles

And it says 

From these the coastland peoples of the Gentiles were separated into their lands, everyone according to his language, according to their families, into their nations

So as we talked about last week

The sons of Japheth were indeed enlarged

Expanding across much of the known world

Then from there it says in verse 6

6 The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan. 7 The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabtechah; and the sons of Raamah were Sheba and Dedan.

The descendants of Ham formed the eastern and southern peoples of Mesopotamia.

The Cushites settled in south Arabia, and in present-day southern Egypt, Sudan, and northern Ethiopia. 

Mizraim refers to the land of Egypt. 

Put refers to Libya, the region of North Africa west of Egypt. 

Canaan refers to the peoples who originally settled the land we today think of as Israel and that region

Seba was in Upper Egypt. 

Havilah (“sand-land”) refers to northern and eastern Arabia on the Persian Gulf or the Ethiopian coast. 

Sabtah, ancient Hadhramaut, was on the western shore of the Persian Gulf. 

Raamah and Sabtecah were in southern Arabia.

Sheba was in southwest Arabia and Dedan was in northern Arabia

Again familiar names as were continue through the Bible

And we see the Queen of Sheba coming to see Solomon

And Put and Dedan as part of invading armies

And as we see the children of Israel enter the land of Canaan

Of which we see a lot about

But then we come to a commentary in the genealogies in verse 8 and it says

8 Cush begot Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one on the earth. 9 He was a mighty hunter before the Lord; therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod the mighty hunter before the Lord.” 10 And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 11 From that land he went to Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah, 12 and Resen between Nineveh and Calah (that is the principal city).

Now it makes mention of Nimrod. 

Saying he was a mighty one on the earth

But this is not in a good way. 

The name Nimrod itself means, "let us rebel."
And so as there were mighty men of old before the flood that did evil 

So there was after the flood in the ways of Nimrod

It says Like Nimrod the mighty hunter before the Lord

The context shows that this is not a compliment of Nimrod

This does not mean “for the Lord”

But is actually translated in the Septuagint as “against the Lord”

The idea is that Nimrod was an offense before the face of God.
According to Boice

"This is not talking about Nimrod's ability to hunt wild game. 

He was not a hunter of animals. 

He was a hunter of men - a warrior. 

It was through his ability to fight and kill and rule ruthlessly 

that his kingdom of the Euphrates valley city states was consolidated."
 
A Jerusalem Targum says: "He was powerful in hunting and in wickedness before the Lord, for he was a hunter of the sons of men, and he said to them, 'Depart from the judgment of the Lord, and adhere to the judgment of Nimrod!' Therefore it is said: 'As Nimrod the strong one, strong in hunting, and in wickedness before the Lord.' "
 
Ginzberg quotes from a Jewish legend saying: "The great success that attended all of Nimrod's undertakings produced a sinister effect. Men no longer trusted in God, but rather in their own prowess and ability, an attitude to which Nimrod tried to convert the whole world."
 
And we should see that just from the empires that he founded

The beginnings of his kingdom was Babel, 

Which was the first organized rebellion of humans against God. 

Then from there Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.

Building what would later become Babylon in the plain of Shinar

And from that land he went to Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah, 12 and Resen between Nineveh and Calah

So again names that ring in our ears as we become familiar with the Bible

Names which are known for their wickedness

Nineveh, the great capitol of the Assyrians that Jonah refused to go to because of their ruthlessness

That later would take the 10 northern tribes of Israel captive in 722 BC 

Then the Babylonian empire which is chronicled in the book of Daniel

That would come along and take the children of Judah captive in 605 BC

Names which we know interrelate to Israel throughout their history

And here we see the roots of those nations taking place

And some of what was behind them

Here we see these mighty and aggressive nations like the Assyrians and Babylonians

Were founded by the wicked Nimrod

Whose whole basis for the “ways of his world” were rebellion and violence

And not just in empire building

But also in religion


(spiritual aspect)

Because we also know that most of the false religions of the world have their basis right here in too

That from Nimrod and Babylon comes these things

That the wife of Nimrod was Semiramis

Who according to the legends surrounding her 

Was left in a basket on the river by the gods and raised by doves 

Later to become the wife of Nimrod and named the queen of heaven

She later supposedly conceived a child miraculously without a father

And this happened in the spring while Nimrod was at war

And they celebrated that as Ishtar

With painted eggs and bunnies that represented the miraculous fertility

And that child was born 9 months later in the winter

And they celebrated that on Dec 25th by cutting down evergreen trees and decorating them inside

And of course that child was a god also

And in the hunting that was part of the rituals of the religion

This son named Damu or in Hebrew Tammuz was one day killed by a wild pig

But amazingly enough on the third day he was alive again

Proving his deity and his right to be worshipped

And all throughout history these false religions have ensnared people

Even most of our Christian traditions 

Come from some pagan practice as “the ways of the world” have influenced the church

And most of the pagan world has been seduced by these false religions

Filled with drunkenness and orgies

Catering to the whims of the flesh and every earthly delight for sex, greed and power

This worship of mother and child spread throughout the known world, 

Given different names in the various languages of the world. 

Ancient Germans worshipped the virgin Hertha with child in arms. 

Scandinavians called her Disa pictured with child. 

The Egyptian mother and child were worshiped as Isis with the infant Osiris or Horus

In India, the mother and child were called Devaki and Krishna, 

and also Isi and Iswara as they are worshiped to this day. 

In Asia, they were known as Cybele and Deoius; 

In pagan Rome, as Fortuna and  Jupiter, the boy; 

in Greece, as Ceres, the great mother with babe at her breast, 

or as Irene, the goddess of peace, with the boy Plutus in her arms.

And in Canaan as Ashtoroth and Baal

And so you see this whole picture coming together

The common heritage in Noah of the One true God who rescued them from the flood

But then the division within the families

And even as Jeroboam could walk away from King Solomon and start worshipping the golden calf

So these left the true God and worship their own imaginations

And setting up the counterfeit religions to their own likes

And it started here with Nimrod, this mighty hunter before the Lord

Who thought he could be a god on earth

And set up his own kingdom

And this was the son of Cush the son of Ham

Who we saw last week was a disrespectful and slanderous son

Who mocked his father to his brothers

And this is what we see comes from this son of Noah

Then it goes on and speaks of the other sons of Ham saying

13 Mizraim begot Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 14 Pathrusim, and Casluhim (from whom came the Philistines and Caphtorim).

15 Canaan begot Sidon his firstborn, and Heth; 16 the Jebusite, the Amorite, and the Girgashite; 17 the Hivite, the Arkite, and the Sinite; 18 the Arvadite, the Zemarite, and the Hamathite. Afterward the families of the Canaanites were dispersed. 19 And the border of the Canaanites was from Sidon as you go toward Gerar, as far as Gaza; then as you go toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 20 These were the sons of Ham, according to their families, according to their languages, in their lands

and in their nations.

And here in this list again we see

Those familiar names that we see through out the Bible

The Jebusite, the Amorite, and the Girgashite; the uptights and the outta sights

We see those that the Israelites would later conquer in the land of Canaan

And we see those that would be their long time enemies like the Philistines

And it even gives the area that the sons of Canaan would occupy

From Sidon as you go toward Gerar, as far as Gaza; 

Then as you go toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha

And these were the descendants of Ham

Then it finishes with the Shemites, from where we get the term Semetic 

21 And children were born also to Shem, the father of all the children of Eber, the brother of Japheth the elder.

22 The sons of Shem were Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram. 23 The sons of Aram were Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 24 Arphaxad begot Salah, and Salah begot Eber. 25 To Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided; and his brother’s name was Joktan. 26 Joktan begot Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28 Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 29 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan. 30 And their dwelling place was from Mesha as you go toward Sephar, the mountain of the east. 

 31 These were the sons of Shem, according to their families, according to their languages, in their lands, according to their nations.

32 These were the families of the sons of Noah, according to their generations, in their nations; and from these the nations were divided on the earth after the flood.

And it starts by making mention of two things about Shem

First he was the father of all the children of Eber. 

Eber was his great grandson; 

But why should he be called the father of all his children, rather than of all Arphaxad’s, or Salah’s? Probably because Abraham and his seed, not only descended from Eber also called Heber, 

But from him were came the name Hebrews, Abram the Hebrew. 

Paul looked upon it as his privilege that he was a Hebrew of the Hebrews, 

And this was because they were the descendants of Eber

Eber himself, we may suppose, was a remnant of the faithful in a time a great apostasy

That as Nimrod and the sons of Ham spread the counterfeit

That Eber and his kin held fast to that which was true

And we see that each family was divided according to their languages

And that language in which the scriptures were written and some say was believed to be original language

Is called the Hebrew language, and it seems a special token of God’s grace 

That it remained with the line of Eber

Second that he was the brother of Japheth the elder, 

By which it appears that though Shem is commonly put first, he was not Noah’s first-born, but Japheth was 

But why should this also be put as part of Shem’s title and description, 

Since it is mentioned many times before that he was the brother of Japheth

Probably intended her to mark the union between the two

Maybe signifying the future union of the Hebrew and the Gentile

That it was mentioned as Shem’s honor that he was the father of the Hebrews

But makes note that the seed of Japheth shall not be cutoff from the God of the Hebrews

But that they are much more akin that what they would later believe

That Shem was the brother of Japheth, not in birth only, but in blessing also

For we read that Japheth was to dwell in the tents of Shem

That there would be a bond of these kinsmen down the road

And that indeed the Gentile nations like Gomer, Magog, and Madai that covered the North and the West

Javan, and Tiras who who became the Greko-Roman people who covered the earth

Who when the God of Shem was revealed in Jesus Christ

Entered into the tents of Shem

And filled the church to overflowing with Gentile believers even as we are

But the way has not been without opposition

Because the enemy has been at work

And as we saw in the garden as the serpent beguiled Eve

So he has been about his business ever since

He worked before the days of Noah and brought about the corruption of the race of man

When the sons of God saw the daughters of men and they took wives for themselves of whom they chose

Contributing and encouraging the wickedness of man

Until the Lord judged the Earth with a flood

But the Lord brought a remnant through it in the ark

And the enemy was at work in the days of Nimrod building humanistic world empires

And bringing in satanic counterfeit religions

Helping them to imitate the promises of God

To bring the seed of the woman through Semiramis

And that this god incarnate would die and rise again

So that the devil might seem to fulfill the prophecies of God

But uses it as licentiousness

Setting up these vile practices of prostitution and child sacrifice

Worshiping the Baals and the Ashtoreths

And the Lord judged the Assyrians and the Babylonians and the nations of Canaan

But the Lord brought a remnant through in the line of Eber

And the enemy was at work in the days of Israel

Enticing the people with the pagan religions around them

And encouraging there tendency towards idolatry and religiosity

But He brought a remnant through in the disciples

And set up the tents of the church in the descendants of Shem

And filled them with the descendants of Japheth from the Gentile nations

And even to this day

There is still the imitation

Those that call upon the name of Jesus

But it is another Jesus

Not the Jesus who is the Christ

The only begotten Son of God born of a virgin

Who is God in the flesh

Their’s is a counterfeit

A Jesus who is not God

Or He is a god like many others

Or just a prophet or wise teacher

Or some other twist on the truth 

Whether that it’s the resurrection has already past

Or that Jesus has already returned

But God’s word is clear

Do not be deceived

Know the Word so that you might know God

And Paul said in Gal 1

6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.

We are warned that the time will come when people will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.

Because this is the way of the world

But God has reserved His remnant

Those who can see that the reason there is a counterfeit

Is because there is something real to imitate

No one counterfeits what doesn’t exist

You will never see a counterfeit 13 dollar bill

Because it would get any takers

It has to be close enough to the real to suck people in

And the reason there are so many false religions is because they are counterfeits of the real one

That there really is a God in heaven

There really was a virgin birth

The Son of God did become flesh and walk among us

And we did behold His glory

the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

But He is also God enough to show us

He conveniently gives us a table of nations

That we might understand what the future holds

But also who holds the future

You see our God

The real God

He said I will prove it

He said in Isa 46:9-13

9 Remember the former things of old, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me,

10 Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things that are not yet done,

Saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, And I will do all My pleasure,’

11 Calling a bird of prey from the east, The man who executes My counsel, from a far country.

Indeed I have spoken it; I will also bring it to pass. I have purposed it; I will also do it.

12 “Listen to Me, you stubborn-hearted, Who are far from righteousness:

13 I bring My righteousness near, it shall not be far off;

My salvation shall not linger.

And I will place salvation in Zion,

For Israel My glory.

You see he has a reason to show us the genealogy of the nations

Because He promised to bring the Messiah, 

the seed of the woman, from the line of David, from the tribe of Judah

That He said it before He did it

So that we knew He meant it

He will place salvation in Zion,

For Israel His glory.

The Christ will come

Therefore Luke could say in Luke 3:33 that Jesus was born

the son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, the son of Cainan, 38 the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.

That He was the promised Messiah

And that the testimony of His resurrection 

was written when those who were there could dispute it if it was false

But the problem is that it’s the truth

The ways of the world are filled with lies

But God’s word is filled with truth

And the more familiar we are with the original

The less we will be fooled by the counterfeit

So I pray we study the truth diligently

As Peter said in 2Pet 1

16 For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty.

19 And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; 20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.

And may that same Holy Spirit with which we were sealed 

until the redemption of the purchased possession which is our souls

Guide us into all truth even as our Lord Jesus had promised

That He might lead us through the wicked ways of the world

And into His glorious light

No matter what the nation, the people, or the tongue

Because the way of salvation is open to all

