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Gen 28



“I Knew It Not”

Last time in Gen 27 we were looking at how the LORD’s Plan stands

That despite deception and disguises

Attempts to change what the LORD had shown was to be

That in the end what the LORD said did come to pass

That we saw that Isaac “did” bless Jacob and not Esau

That Isaac realized that he was wrong

And that by faith he acknowledged that Jacob would be blessed by God

And we ended last time with the fact that the sin did cause damage

That because of her manipulation and the division that it caused

That Rebekah would lose Jacob

That he was now being sent away for his safety

And Rebekah would never see him again

That her behavior cost her the relationship with the son that she loved, though she knew it not
So as we enter chapter 28 we see the culmination of the situation

As it says
Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him, and charged him, and said to him: “You shall not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan. 2 Arise, go to Padan Aram, to the house of Bethuel your mother’s father; and take yourself a wife from there of the daughters of Laban your mother’s brother.

That we see here that Isaac calls Jacob and does as Rebekah asks

That he charges him to not take a wife from the Canaanites 

But from the family back in Haran

And we may look at this and say “what is the big deal”

Why the prejudice against the Canaanites

Why did Abraham make Eliezer swear not to get a wife from the Canaanites for Isaac
And why is Isaac charging Jacob not to get a wife from the Canaanites

And what we need to understand is the spiritual implications

That the reasons are not just social

But the spiritual implications of the society

You see it is one thing to marry into different culture

And you can enjoy the different foods and the different celebrations
And it can be a joyous and beneficial thing

But when the culture includes spiritual practices of evil

Then there is great harm that can be done
That is why Paul tells us in the New Testament in 2Cor 6 

14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?

That they practice things that will pull you away from the LORD

That they do things that will damage your spiritual life

And Paul says, we don’t need that

So it is important the Isaac and Jacob as well as “us”, marry in the faith

And you might say “I knew it not”

But now you do…and so you should

Because these were people who were worshiping all sorts of idols

Nike and Nasdac and Nascar and many other Greek names
Even sacrificing their children to these so called gods, RoeVWade, and Hu-mon Rights
Their practices were an abomination to the LORD

That is why He was going to strip away their land

Because of all their wickedness

So why would you bring this into the home and make it part of your life

It only destroys the family

And so they charge Jacob to not take a daughter from among the Canaanites

But to take a wife from the family back home

Because the spiritual influence in your home is important
And as Isaac charges him to get a wife from there

And then in verse 3 it says

3“May God Almighty bless you,

And make you fruitful and multiply you,

That you may be an assembly of peoples;

4And give you the blessing of Abraham,

To you and your descendants with you,

That you may inherit the land

In which you are a stranger,

Which God gave to Abraham.”

That her we see that Isaac official blesses Jacob with the Abrahamic blessing
That previously he might have said “I knew it not”
But now he clearly recognizes that the Abrahamic covenant is to pass on to Jacob. 
Remember when in the last chapter he thought he was blessing Esau

But when Esau came in and said it wasn’t me

It was that conniving brother of mine

That Isaac trembled with great tremblings

His knees were knockin and he knew then what he didn’t realize before

That despite his attempt to do otherwise Jacob will be blessed

And so he goes with God’s plan and doesn’t rescind the blessing but reinforces it

Freely giving what he should have at the beginning and avoiding all these problems

So he blesses Jacob before he sends him on his journey and verse 5 says

5 So Isaac sent Jacob away, and he went to Padan Aram, to Laban the son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, the mother of Jacob and Esau.

So off he goes to Padam Aram to find a wife that will be a blessing and not a curse

Unlike Esau who we saw previously took wives from the Hittites there in the land of Canaan

And we read at the end of Chapter 26

35 And they were a grief of mind to Isaac and Rebekah.

And so we see an interesting turn her in verse 6

Where it says

6 Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Padan Aram to take himself a wife from there, and that as he blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, “You shall not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan,” 7 and that Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother and had gone to Padan Aram. 8 Also Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan did not please his father Isaac. 9 So Esau went to Ishmael and took Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be his wife in addition to the wives he had. 
That here we have Esau

Who despised his birth right and sold it for a bowl of stew

Who despised his religion and married pagan wives and was a grief to his parents

But now all the sudden when there is an “inheritance” at stake

When dad is handing out the blessings and saying who gets what when he dies

Now Esau is concerned with whether or not it pleased his parents
And he’s gunna make it better by takin a wife from the family of Ishmael 

Because after all, he is family

And that is what they said, go find a wife from the family…so he goes and find “family”
But what we see is too little, to late

Or actually to much and out of touch

You see he just doesn’t get it

He is still operating in the flesh

And he is makin his own rules

They said “family” so I married someone in the family

But it wasn’t good enough

They want to hold the fact that I married those pagans against me

And they won’t acknowledge I did what they said now

They just don’t want to see how good I’m doing and give me the blessings I deserve

But he already has done the damage

Despising his birthright, despising his religion and despising his parents

He has brought these practices and this pain into the family

And he doesn’t comprehend what the big deal is… but he married “family” anyway

Not knowing that it was not “family” that mattered

That was “part of it” but not “all of it”

And “from Ishmael” was not enough of it

Except in his eyes

Because he didn’t want to be “obedient”

He just wanted his “reward”

So he did what was right in his own eyes and married family from Ishmael not family from Bethuel in Pad
And bitterly held it against those who wouldn’t acknowledge him the way he wanted them to

And we see that because of this he ruins the relationships in his family

Even as we see in the next verse as Jacob sets out on his journey

Not really to get a wife, though that too

But really to escape from the ungodliness and animosity of Esau

10 Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11 So he came to a certain place and stayed there all night, because the sun had set. And he took one of the stones of that place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that place to sleep.
That we see Jacob here was really making great time. 
The distance between Beer-sheba and Bethel was probably forty miles.
And a days journey is anywhere from 7 to 30 if your really jamin

But Jacob made about 40

Jacob was getting away from Beer-sheba as fast as he could, 
Not knowing if Esau was chasing him and might catch him on the way. 
So he goes on until the sun goes down

And he pulls up a rock and uses it for a pillow

This was not exactly the most cozy spot around

Probably barren and uninviting

And after a long journey, with his guilty conscience and an uncomfortable bed
What do you expect but a poor night sleep

Certainly nothing good
And verse 12 says

12 Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.

And indeed he does have a dream

But not a bad dream

Instead he has a dream about a ladder reaching up to heaven

Not a stairway to heaven

But a ladder to heaven

And the angels of God were going up and down upon it
Jacob saw God closer than ever and that there was real interaction between heaven and earth.

And in this dream Jacob sees there is actually access into heaven.

Some way to reach up beyond this temporal world in which he is stuck

And away from the troubles that pursue him

That God is real and that He has made a way

Jesus made it clear in John 1:51 that He is the access to heaven. 
He is the means by which heaven comes down to us and by which we can go to heaven. 
In John 1:51 Jesus said “Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”
Jesus is this way to heaven. 
He does not show us a way, 
He is the way. 
They were ascending and descending upon the Son of Man

He is the "ladder." 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 

Jesus declared that he was the ladder that brings man to God and bridges the gulf
And in this we see that God reaches out to us
He makes the way

He calls out (even as it says in verse 13)
13 And behold, the Lord stood above it and said: “I am the Lord God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants. 14 Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you.” 

That the LORD called out to Jacob in this dream

And said “I am the God of Abraham and Isaac”

You may have not met me yet

But I am the God that met your fathers

And interestingly, that it was in this same spot back in Gen 13

After Lot separated from Abraham and pitched his tent towards Sodom. 
That the LORD appeared to Abraham and told him
“Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are— northward, southward, eastward, and westward; 15 for all the land which you see I give to you and your descendants forever. 16 And I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the earth, then your descendants also could be numbered. 17 Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, for I give it to you.”

So, now again, here at Bethel; 
God met Jacob and gave him the promise that he had given Abraham and Isaac concerning the land.

And not just the land but that also all the earth will be blessed through the Messiah, 
Who is to come from the line of Jacob. 
Abraham was promised that through his seed all the earth would be blessed. 
This "seed" singular is of one and not of many, for it is a reference to the Messiah. 
Now the promise is repeated to Jacob and will later be repeated to David.

Now no doubt, Jacob had a lot of misgivings as he was running away. 
He might have been thinking that there were a lot of perils and uncertainties in the future. 
It was a long way to Haran and a lot of things could happen between Bethel and there, 
And he might never arrive in Padan-aram. 
And maybe he would never make it back to the land

Remember Isaac never left the land

But here Jacob is running from it

So it is here in this time of need that God speaks to him 
And He tells Jacob that He will be with him and bring him back to the land.

That the LORD reminds him personally of the promises
He had heard them before

Even in the blessing just given by his father Isaac

But now the LORD Himself confirms it.

And not just the promise or a future

But also of a hope

Because he says “will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you”

Yes this is where you will end up

But I will not leave you til we get there

God gives to Jacob the same kind of promise found in Philippians 1:6…Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ
God won't let us go until His work is complete in us

And verse 16 tells us

16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.” 

and I knew it not." (Gen.28:16).

The night before Jacob had no consciousness of LORD. 
If there was a God, he knew it not

His heart was filled with fear and uncertainty
If there was a future, he knew it not

He was tired and lonely 
And if there was any hope, he knew it not

But he has a dream

And he sees access to heaven is open

And the LORD is reaching out to him

And he awoke and said, Surely the Lord is in this place, though I knew it not

Many times we find ourselves in a place of anxiety, pressure, trouble 
And not knowing what the future holds for us.
If there is hope, we know it not 
We know what is behind us but not what is in front of us. 
We can't go back, but we're afraid to go on. 
In that point of anxiety and concern we're not aware of God's presence. 
We're not aware of the Plan of God in our life. 
We can't see His hand on us in these circumstances. 
It seems that we're desolate and that God has left us. 
If He is with us, we know it not

But the LORD is faithful

And just as the LORD revealed himself to Jacob, 
That surely the Lord is in this place, though you knew it not

Surely, the LORD is with us. 
He has said that He would never leave us or forsake us, even if we know it not.

And that should give us a future and a hope, though we know it not
That we may not know what the future holds, but we know who holds the future

And He is in control, even if, we know it not

17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!”
Bethel is, in reality, a very rocky, barren place 
And there is nothing geographically to suggest the presence of God; 
But when you meet God, it is always a special place in your life and it is beautiful and memorable.

It can be awesome! But it shouldn’t be all, son
Jacob was right in sensing the presence of the Lord there, 

But he was wrong in perhaps thinking God was in some places and not in others. 

David tells us in Ps139

Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?
From his fleshly perspective, 
Jacob puts too much emphasis on a particular place. 
He doesn't realize that if the presence of the Lord is not with him in every place, 
Then God can never fulfill His promise to him.

That this is a place the LORD met him

But not the house of God

Because as Solomon said 1Kings 8:27

27 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You. How much less this temple which I have built!

And too often that happens 

And moments with God become monuments

And temples become tombs

Because will value the place or the object or the man

More than the God that filled it

And here we see it in verse 18
18 Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put at his head, set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it. 19 And he called the name of that place Bethel; but the name of that city had been Luz previously.
And so he calls the name of the place Bethel

"Beth" is the word for house and "el" is the word for God. 

Thus “bethel” the house of God.

And again we have places that are “special”

And it is good to “remember” those things

But to not live for them as if that is the only place God is

The city of Bethel plays an important (though not glorious) role in Israel's history. 
It is second only to Jerusalem in the number of times mentioned in the Old Testament.

Later, when speaking to Jacob, God refers to Himself as the God of Bethel (Genesis 31:13).

But eventually Bethel would become a high place, notorious for idolatrous sacrifice
(1 Kings 13:32, Hosea 10:15, Amos 4:4).
Because it was enshrined as if this was the place that God dwelt

Like the brass serpent that Moses was told to erect in the wilderness

Interestingly we see Jacob’s response

20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and keep me in this way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, 21 so that I come back to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God. 22 And this stone which I have set as a pillar shall be God’s house, and of all that You give me I will surely give a tenth to You.”
Jacob is a wheeler-dealer and we will see that in the following chapters. 
He is making a deal with God now. 
If God will feed and cloth him and bring him back to the land
Then he will accept Jehovah as his God and give Him a tenth of all that he possesses.

Funny how God can make an incredible promise to us

Give us an undeserved gift

And we can say in response

“Well, if You do these other things than I will accept your gift”

Really??

If I was God I would say, NEVERMIND

I will give it to someone who is grateful
Someone who will appreciate this incredible promise

Someone who understands the gift of eternal life

Jesus said in John 4 to the woman at the well

“If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.”
If you only knew the gift
If we only comprehended
He has given us eternal life and we knew it not

Jesus died for the whole world

But they “know it not”

And they wheel and deal and think they can bargain with God

Make a God in their own image according to their likeness

Make their own rules, write their own ticket

But God calls out to them

He says there is a way

There is a ladder that bridges that gap between sinful man and a holy God

And that ladder is Jesus

He is the gate, He is the door, He is the way the truth and the life

No man comes to the Father but through Him

But people are not satisfied with having their sins forgiven

Gaining eternal life and the joys of heaven

They want to bargain with God

And you have to be amazed at God’s longsuffering love

As we read the story of Jacob and Esau
We can usually see why God rejected Esau

He was a profane and godless person

He despised his birthright, his religion, and his parents

Someone asked Charles Spurgeon how is it that God could hate Esau

And his reply was, “Madam, my quandary is how could He love Jacob”

That is what should truly amaze us

Is that Jacob was a conniving, deceitful, healcatching bargain hunter

Jacob was not the most lovable of men, 
But God loved him.
And God called out to him and said He would fulfill His promise to him

We need to understand

That though we knew it not

God has called out to us

Even if you are the most despicable loathsome rotten person every

Even if you would argue you with Paul and say “he’s not the chiefest of sinners you are”

Not matter what you may think

God loves you, though you knew it not

And He is in this place

Ready to receive all that come to Him

No this is not “Bethel”

The house of God where we have to come to meet Him

But He meets us where ever we gather in His name

And we can bridge that gap between man and God

Because Jesus is the way

It is here that Jacob meets the living God

He has called out to Jacob

And Jacob will start an amazing journey that we will follow until he returns here in Chapter 35

And it is here at Bethel in Gen 35 that the LORD says

9 Then God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Padan Aram, and blessed him. 10 And God said to him, “Your name is Jacob; your name shall not be called Jacob anymore, but Israel shall be your name.” So He called his name Israel. (governed of God)
That He who has begun a good work

Is faithful to complete it

If we will walk with Him

Though you knew it not

He is calling out to you

Answer Him today

And see if you are not “governed by God
