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Gen 26



“In the Father’s Footsteps”

We start in Gen 26 this morning after coming from Gen 25 in case you were wondering
And I think it is important that we keep these things in mind

No…not that 26 comes after 25

But that we are reading a “contiguous” story

That the chapters and verses are put there by man for us to find our way around

But that this was written as one long book

And so it is always good to look at the correlation from one chapter to the next and how it goes together

What were we talking about there and how does it relate to here

And we often find that there IS a logic break

And that is why they put the chapter break at that point

But that does not mean we forget that the previous chapter can be very relevant to the current one

And what I noticed about that connection was the fact that at the end of the last chapter

It was about Esau and his fleshly nature

How he cared more for his belly than his birthright

More worried about his body than the blessings of God

And he gave his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of stew because he despised the things of the spirit

And as we come into chapter 26 what do we see

But that there is a famine in the land, a lack of food

The very thing that Esau was so worried about right

And remember dramatic Esau came in last time and said

“Look, I am about to die; so what is this birthright to me?”

Feed me some of that stew.

And he ate and drank and rose up and went his way…his own way.

His belly satisfied he could go about his own business apart from God

But now there is a famine in the land and Esau would “honestly be starving”
There would be no bread and good ol red stew

And I can imagine that he was the first to start complaining

Man, there is nothing to eat, the cupboards are bare, we need to do something.

Join the pagan temple where their giving away meat from the sacrifices to their idols

Or beg for help from the philistines food fare
Or go down and live in Egypt, I hear they have a good welfare system…lots of pyramid schemes to make $
But we talked last time about Isaac being a man who waited on the LORD

Who meditated in the fields and lived in the place called “the well of the God who sees”

Who prayed to “enter in” to the promises of God

Even in the conception of these twins who were now with them

Though the LORD had promised him descendants

Still he prayed that the LORD would fulfill that promise

And that the LORD did do just that

So it is on the heals of that

That we enter in to chapter 26 and see that it says

"And there was a famine in the land, beside the first famine that was in the days of Abraham, and Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the Philistines unto Gerar." (Gen.26:1). 
That the text makes it clear that this is not the same famine as in the days of Abraham but a different one

That this is about a hundred years after Abraham experienced a famine in the land. 
Not the same thing but a similar thing

And what we see is that in a sense Isaac is following “In the Father’s Footsteps”

Even to the extent that he goes down to Abimelech in Gerar, where Abraham had gone earlier. 
The Philistines were living on the coastal plain where there was more rain and were less effected by famine
So because they needed to eat they headed the way his father did back in Gen 12

Even probably headed to Egypt

Because we see in the next verse

2 Then the Lord appeared to him and said: “Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land of which I shall tell you. 3 Dwell in this land, and I will be with you and bless you; for to you and your descendants I give all these lands, and I will perform the oath which I swore to Abraham your father.
That following “in the father’s footsteps”

The son is heading the fertile land of Egypt

But on his way to Egypt the LORD appeared to him and told him not to go. 
Now it is not as distinct here in the New King James

But the King James indicates it more clearly saying

dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of: 3Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee

And there are two Hebrew words here

One is goor "sojourn" which means to stop over and stay temporarily “dwell as a stranger or visitor”

and shaw-kan which means to settle down and make yourself at home, to live, or “dwell permanently.

He told him to dwell permanently in the land that he would tell him of. 
But sojourn for a season in this land and I will be with thee and I will bless thee

So the LORD makes it clear that this is just a temporary thing & that He will be with Isaac while he is here

But His intent is to give him all these lands and perform the oath that He swore to his father Abraham
Now this is the first time that the LORD has spoken to Isaac that is noted in the Bible

And when He speaks to him, what is it that He does

But reiterates the promises that He made to Abraham.

It says in verse 4
4 And I will make your descendants multiply as the stars of heaven; I will give to your descendants all these lands; and in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed; 5 because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws.”

You see there is always the question

Will the promise die with the person to whom it was made

When there is a will made there is always the chance of someone contesting it

When a promise is giving will it still be performed 

Will the promisor follow through
And so what we see here is that the LORD wants to make sure it’s understood

He will perform the oath which He swore to Abraham your father.

That there should be no doubt that it would be carried out even as He had said
And we see in Gen 28 that He says it again to Jacob

That in a sense He called these three Patriarchs as witnesses to His promise

Not to just one and then left the others to doubt if they would ever come true
But to all three so that in future generations they would recall the promises made

To Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob

That the LORD “would fulfill” the promises that He had made

And not just the promise of the land

But also the promise of the LORD

That from your seed will come the Messiah, Jesus Christ. 
And in Him all the nations of the earth shall be blessed

So, the LORD affirms the promises that He gave to Abraham and are now passed on to Isaac. 
That Isaac is really following “in the Father’s footsteps” as he follows in his father’s footsteps

But we see interestingly in verse 5

That though this is an unconditional covenant

One that was promised by God to be fulfilled

What do we see but what looks like a condition, where it says
because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws

That again there is this strange middle ground between God’s sovereignty and man’s free will

And you can intellectualize and say well it was “because Abraham WAS obedient that God promised”

But if you look back

In reality the promise was given before he kept the charge, the commandments, the statutes, or the law

In Gen 12 God said

“Get out of your country,

From your family

And from your father’s house,

To a land that I will show you.

2I will make you a great nation;

I will bless you

And make your name great;

And you shall be a blessing.

3I will bless those who bless you,

And I will curse him who curses you;

And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

That really it was by walking in obedient faith to what the LORD had shown

By “entering in” to the promises of God by faith

Because he did have faith

Because he did “believe God”

So he entered in to the promise that God had given

So in a sense it was because “he did believe God”, that the promise continued

And the descendants of the obedient servant Abraham would be blessed because of him, 

But they too had to exercise faith in order to enjoy the promised blessings. 

Because our walk is by faith and not by sight

It is in trust of what He has shown

Not in light of what we see

For fear endangers our future and makes a mockery of our faith.

And so the promises are given

But we must walk in them

And isn’t that the message of the book of Eph

That we have been “given already” every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

But we must be “in Christ”…Sitting, walking, standing “in Christ”

Following Him in the footstep’s of the Father from whom all blessings flow

We must walk with Him or we forfeit the blessing we have been given

Not because they are not our “birthright” so to speak, when we are born again

But because like Esau we show we despise the promises of God

When we care more about our belly than we do about God’s blessings

Heb 12:15-16 tells us

Watch out that no bitter root of unbelief rises up among you, for whenever it springs up, many are corrupted by its poison. 16 Make sure that no one is immoral or godless like Esau. He traded his birthright as the oldest son for a single meal.

Because carnality and self-conceit corrupt our confidence in Christ

And as Paul said, we are to no longer walk like those who are alienated from the life of God, 

because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; 19 who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

Instead we are to walk by faith in the newness of Christ
29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.

That yes we have a responsibility to walk as Christ walked in the fathers footsteps

And Isaac must walk as his father’s footsteps in to the promises of God

But the promises are there if we will walk in them

And here we see that Isaac did walk in the father’s footsteps

Maybe even a little too close

Because we see next in verse 6

6 So Isaac dwelt in Gerar.
A short verse

But really packed with meaning

Because the word there for “dwelt” which again comes across clearer in the KJV is yaw-shab
Which means to settle down, remain, have one’s abode
Certainly not “to sojourn” or visit

And here we see that on the heals of the LORD saying 

Because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws

“That Isaac doesn’t”
He does what the Lord just told him not to do

And worse than that as we see in verses 7-11

That he really does follow in the father’s footsteps and we see a tragic reenactment of Gen 20

As he came to dwell in Gerar

7 And the men of the place asked about his wife. And he said, “She is my sister”; for he was afraid to say, “She is my wife,” because he thought, “lest the men of the place kill me for Rebekah, because she is beautiful to behold.” 8 Now it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech king of the Philistines looked through a window, and saw, and there was Isaac, showing endearment to Rebekah his wife. 9 Then Abimelech called Isaac and said, “Quite obviously she is your wife; so how could you say, ‘She is my sister’?”

Isaac said to him, “Because I said, ‘Lest I die on account of her.’ ”

10 And Abimelech said, “What is this you have done to us? One of the people might soon have lain with your wife, and you would have brought guilt on us.” 11 So Abimelech charged all his people, saying, “He who touches this man or his wife shall surely be put to death.”

It is amazing if you look at it how similar these accounts are
So much so that some have said that it was an error and really just a recap of Abrahams account

But the LORD knowing that such mockers would come

Clearly started this chapter saying

There was a famine in the land, besides the first famine that was in the days of Abraham

That this is not the “same account”

But an unfortunate repeat by the son

And her we see an important lesson

That the sins of the father are way to often passed on to the son

Now there is a erroneous concept out there called “generational sin”

That we can somehow be responsible for our ancestors sin

This is usually based on the verse in Exodus 34:7 and repeated in Numbers 14:18.  
Where it says: "visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children’s children, unto the third and to the fourth generation."  
The teaching is that some people are the victims of "generational curses" 
Placed on them through no fault of their own, but by the wrong actions of preceding generations.  
These "curses" then predispose them to commit certain sins 
(the same ones committed by their predecessors).  
So an alcoholic today can claim that he’s not responsible for his drunkenness; 
It’s simply a result of a curse put on him by his alcoholic father.

But there is no biblical basis for this

In fact the Bible teaches the opposite

And it is human psychology teaches that things like alcoholism, drug addiction, homosexuality, etc. 
Are not clear behavioral choices; but, instead, are genetically pre-determined diseases.  
The purpose of this type of teaching 

Is to allow people to avoid taking personal responsibility for their own choices.  
However, the Word of God is clear, 
He will hold us all individually responsible for the decisions we make and the actions we take.

Even the law of God says in Deut 24:16
16 “Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor shall children be put to death for their fathers; a person shall be put to death for his own sin.

And the verse there in Exodus 34:7 should really be in the “positive”
That if read in context it says

“The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, 7 keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children’s children to the third and the fourth generation.”

And notice that the words “the guilty” are in italics, meaning they are added by the translators to help (
But what really helps is knowing the word translated “clearing” is better translated “changing”
That God is SO forgiving and longsuffering,

Yet He is “unchanging” and will judge the wicked, generation after generation

That the only generational “sin”, is our “sin nature” that is handed down from Adam to us

And we are all sinners and all will be judged if not clothed in the righteousness of Christ

But what we do also see here

And what we do see in human nature

Is that it is indeed “so common” for generation after generation to “follow in the fathers footsteps”

That children learn what they live

And indeed the abused child will usually choose to be an abuser

And that child of an alcoholic will often choose to be an alcoholic too

Because we are products of our environment

But that cycle is broken in Jesus Christ when we are born again

Because He whom the Son sets free is free indeed

That as 2Cor 5:17 says

if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

And do we need forgiveness for our sins…ABSOLUTELY

But they are for “our sins”, “our choices”, the footsteps that we have chosen to walk in

And as believers, now we are to walk in the promises and newness of Jesus Christ

What is also noteworthy from our text is indeed the forgiveness of God

Because though Isaac does follow in the father’s footsteps and we see a tragic reenactment of Gen 20

Where he lies to protect himself as Abraham did

Showing a lack of trust in the God that he serves

And he brings shame on the name of God as a pagan kings rebukes him

Even as Abraham did

But what did the LORD just say about Abraham

Because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws

That though Abraham wasn’t perfect, we have seen that as we followed his life…
Though he made these mistakes that tragically Isaac is following in

How did God see Abraham?

He saw him in the righteousness of Christ

Because Rom 4:20 tells us

20 that Abraham did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform. 22 And therefore “it was accounted to him for righteousness.”
23 Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him, 24 but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification.

And though Isaac followed in his father’s footsteps in some of the bad
He also followed in much of the good

And followed in the Father’s footstep as He lead him into the promises that the LORD had made

So then we see in verse 12
12 Then Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year a hundredfold; and the Lord blessed him. 13 The man began to prosper, and continued prospering until he became very prosperous; 14 for he had possessions of flocks and possessions of herds and a great number of servants. So the Philistines envied him.
That Isaac settled down and planted some crops and was blessed in abundance
That the LORD prospered him as He had promised
But the LORD also didn’t want him settled down there as He had said

He only wanted him to visit

So what do we see comes next

But that the Philistines begin to envy him

And the LORD would move him on

So it says in verses 15-18

15 Now the Philistines had stopped up all the wells which his father’s servants had dug in the days of Abraham his father, and they had filled them with earth. 16 And Abimelech said to Isaac, “Go away from us, for you are much mightier than we.”

17 Then Isaac departed from there and pitched his tent in the Valley of Gerar, and dwelt there. 18 And Isaac dug again the wells of water which they had dug in the days of Abraham his father, for the Philistines had stopped them up after the death of Abraham. He called them by the names which his father had called them.

That basically God “did not” take away Isaacs ability to choose
But made the choice rather clear

As Abimelech said to Isaac, “Go away from us”

So Isaac “sojourned” as he should have in the first place
And he began to dig the wells that his father had originally dug and he called them by the historical names 

That we see here that the legacy continues

That Isaac, as he goes, digs in the same places as his father

That he named them the same as his father

And that in so many ways he “followed in the father’s footsteps”

And again the reminder that we are setting the way for those around us

For those who look up to us

And especially for our children

That if the LORD should tarry, that they will more than likely walk as we walked, both good and bad

And certainly we want the good to out weigh the bad

And so we must watch our actions and what we call things

Because they will dig where we have dug

And will call things what we have called them

And often fall into the same trials
Even as we see here

19 Also Isaac’s servants dug in the valley, and found a well of running water there. 20 But the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The water is ours.” So he called the name of the well Esek, because they quarreled with him. 21 Then they dug another well, and they quarreled over that one also. So he called its name Sitnah. 22 And he moved from there and dug another well, and they did not quarrel over it. So he called its name Rehoboth, because he said, “For now the Lord has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.”

That even as Abraham had contentions with the inhabitants of the land

So did Isaac

That as they dug the wells 

Others came along and hindered their work or took credit for it or claimed it as their own

And so they named the wells accordingly

The first one was Esek in the Hebrew language which means "quarrel," so it became the well of quarrel.

And the next one that was fought over the called Sitnah. 

And Sitnah means "hatred" or "enmity."

But what do we see that Isaac does

He wisely moves on until he finds a place without contention

And he names this well Rehoboth and that means "spaciousness." 
I've finally gotten far enough away.

Paul tells us that we are to live as peaceably as possible with all men

But especially with the household of God

And it is an unfortunate shame that often the church and even our homes

Can be places of Esek and Sitnah instead of Rehoboth

Places of contention and enmity because the gospel divides the carnal from the spiritual

And those that serve their belly cry out when they are hungry
And care nothing for the birthright of the Christian

Only their self satisfaction even as Esau and cause nothing but contention
And what do we see

But that as Isaac now sojourns as he should

The LORD leads him once again to Beersheba

23 Then he went up from there to Beersheba. 24 And the Lord appeared to him the same night and said, “I am the God of your father Abraham; do not fear, for I am with you. I will bless you and multiply your descendants for My servant Abraham’s sake.” 25 So he built an altar there and called on the name of the Lord, and he pitched his tent there; and there Isaac’s servants dug a well.

That it was there at Beersheba that the LORD met Isaac again
That it was when he came back to the promises of God

Back into the land and the “well of the oath”

That God speaks to him and reminds him of what He will do

That there are indeed times that we “sojourn” in the wilderness

That we go through times of contention and aggravation
A time when we are all hedged in and there is no spaciousness

But as we keep “following in the Father’s footsteps”

As we keep “walking in Christ”

And listening for His voice

We will always end up at the well of the Oath

Where He will speak to us that very same night
Where the LORD will repeat those sweet and precious promises to us

That He will be our beacon light through the foreign lands

And He will restore the years that have been lost in the famines

And remind us that His thoughts towards us are of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.

And that nothing is impossible with Him

And He will indeed lead us into the land that he has shown us

As we call upon the name of the LORD 

And that He can bless us beyond what we could think or imagine

And that is what we see here in the next verses as everything starts to fall into place
26 Then Abimelech came to him from Gerar with Ahuzzath, one of his friends, and Phichol the commander of his army. 27 And Isaac said to them, “Why have you come to me, since you hate me and have sent me away from you?”

28 But they said, “We have certainly seen that the Lord is with you. So we said, ‘Let there now be an oath between us, between you and us; and let us make a covenant with you, 29 that you will do us no harm, since we have not touched you, and since we have done nothing to you but good and have sent you away in peace. You are now the blessed of the Lord.’ ”

30 So he made them a feast, and they ate and drank. 31 Then they arose early in the morning and swore an oath with one another; and Isaac sent them away, and they departed from him in peace.

32 It came to pass the same day that Isaac’s servants came and told him about the well which they had dug, and said to him, “We have found water.” 33 So he called it Shebah. Therefore the name of the city is Beersheba to this day.

That as Isaac enters in to the promises of God

It seems the impossible begins to happen

That his enemies come to him

And we see that he is a little leery 
Asking, “Why have you come since you hate me”

He was not expecting this to be good”

But we see how good God is

That as Isaac went about his business and walked in the father’s footsteps of faith

As he called upon the name of the LORD to be his help

And as he built an alter there at the well of the oath

What do we see that happens

But that his enemies come to him and ask for peace

Because they see that the LORD is with him
So he makes a covenant with them rather than taking vengeance on them

And he provides them with food and drink and sends them on their way

And what happens as he walks in the father’s footsteps in peace

But that that same day his servant come and tell him that they have found water

That like his father he wanted not to walks in the counsel of the ungodly,

Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;

But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night.

He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water,

That brings forth its fruit in its season, 

Whose leaf also shall not wither;

And whatever he does shall prosper.

Not that every thing was perfect
Because we see in verse 34 as it ends

34 When Esau was forty years old, he took as wives Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite. 35 And they were a grief of mind to Isaac and Rebekah.

That though he walked with his father in the Father’s footsteps
He also walked in some that weren’t so good

And we see the results of that

That the sins of the father were passed on to the sons

That Abraham lied about his wife being his sister, but she was his half sister

His son lied about his wife being his sister, and she wasn’t even close

And his son just out and out married someone that wasn’t even in the family

Not that they were responsible for Esau choices

Esau made his own choices

And it just shows that God was wise in choosing Jacob over Esau
Because Esau cared more for his belly than his birthright

More worried about his body than the blessings of God

And he gave his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of stew because he despised the things of the spirit

And he ate and drank and rose up and went his way…his own way.

His belly satisfied he could go about his own business apart from God as was his desire
But the better witness we are of what the LORD has done in our life

The better chance we have of reaching the world for Christ

And that light needs to shine in the home as well as the world

And the only way that is possible
Is by following in the Fathers footsteps

Our heavenly Father’s, and returning to the well of the oath

The well of the living waters where Jesus said 

“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”
And that well will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”
So lets us walk by faith in the footsteps of those who have drank of the living waters of Jesus Christ
For the promises are there if we will walk in them
