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Gen 38



“Judah Has No Praise” 
We start today in Gen 38 in what at first glance may seem like an odd interlude on the story of Joseph
That as we started last week to look at Joseph and the role he would play

How he is a type of Christ that is mistreated and rejected by those who are his

Yet he is the one that will save them in the end 

Not because he has to…
But by grace they are saved as Joseph has mercy on them despite what they had done

And we start to see the story unfold as Joseph is sold into slavery
Transported to Egypt 

And placed in the house of Potiphar, a high ranking official under Pharaoh

Then all of the sudden the scene changes

We are transported back to the life of one of the brothers

Judah in particular

And we see an up close look at the life of this son of Jacob whose name means “praise”

And we see what is worthy of praise in Judah
It starts in verse 1 and says

It came to pass at that time that Judah departed from his brothers, and visited a certain Adullamite whose name was Hirah.
That here at that time…
After the selling of Joseph into slavery

After the deception of their father

And after they see the inconsolable mourning of Israel

We see that Judah departed from his brothers
If you remember Judah was one of the ones listed as disagreeing with killing Joseph

He didn’t want that blood on his conscience

So he suggested just selling him into slavery instead

Maybe thinking he could deal much better with that

But what do we see right after

That Judah departed from his brothers

You see there is an interesting affect of sin

It kills things

It can kill physically, obviously literally bringing death

But can also kill physically in many other ways

Scaring looks because of fights, or scarred reproductive organ because of rape, 

or scarred health because of diseases 

But it can also bring physical changes because it kills other things inside us

It can kill us mentally, or emotionally or spiritually

As it kills our thoughts and hopes and dreams

And it even kills relationships as we see here
When Judah departs from his brothers

That now Judah goes “out” because sin has come “in”

And he goes where he shouldn’t be

It says he goes to visited a certain Adullamite whose name was Hirah
That now Judah would rather go hang out with the Canaanites than with his brothers
Because sin has divided them

That they let their selfish ways have the best of them

They gave in to the impulses of the flesh and they did terrible things

And though they were united on their decision to sin now it has divided them
So Judah has no praise and he goes off to the wrong place

And as he is now “visiting with Hirah”

What do we see is the result in verse 2

2 And Judah saw there a daughter of a certain Canaanite whose name was Shua, and he married her and went in to her. 3 So she conceived and bore a son, and he called his name Er. 4 She conceived again and bore a son, and she called his name Onan. 5 And she conceived yet again and bore a son, and called his name Shelah. He was at Chezib when she bore him.

That as he is visiting with Hirah, he has a vision of a bride
He sees this Canaanite babe named Shua

And no doubt Hirah is helping him out

And he ends up getting married to someone that he has no business being with

(some godly person should have been there sayin “Judah, are u a shua that u should a do a.. this”)
She is a Canaanite, a worldling, an idolitor, 

One outside the ways of God

And he knows better than being united with her

But he does it anyways and Judah has nothing to be praised

We see they start having children

And maybe Judah thought well I will just change her pagan ways

We will have some kids and get them baptized in the church

And she will see my ways and be converted

And it even says that “he” names the first son “Er” which means “awake”

Maybe signifying, wake up to God and forget about those worldly ways

But what do we see happens next

But that “she” names the second son, and she names him “Onan”, which means “strong”

That maybe she is fighting back and saying “my religion is strong”

That “he” named the first one, but she named the other two

And I find it “interesting” that it says, He was at Chezib when she bore him.

Because the word “Chezib” in Hebrew means “false”

And so he was at “false” when this was going on 

(and so often we can walk away from God and where do we live but in the land of false)
Now I don’t like conjecture

I don’t like reading into the text what is not there…
But these are the meanings of the words

And he is with someone who is wrong, in a place he doesn’t belong

And then we see things start to go on (and they’re not exactly good)
It says in verse 6
6 Then Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 7 But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord killed him.
That he took a wife for Er named Tamar
But it says Er did wickedly in the sight of the LORD and He killed him

Now this may be a shock just to see that Er did wickedly and the LORD killed him

But if you think about it in the context of the line of Abraham, this is tragic

Remember Abraham was the one that pleaded with the LORD outside of Sodom

“Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked?

He was the righteous “intersessor” for Lot and his family

And all through the story as we have gone

There have been incidences of deception and conniving and theft and even retaliatory murder

But on the heals of them “doin wickedly” and selling Joseph

What do we see Judah gets himself into

And his son Er was wicked in the sight of the LORD and the LORD killed him
Certainly this drifting away from Israel

And the friendship with the Adullamite

And this marriage with a Canaanite

All contributed to this son who was wicked in God’s sight

And the LORD killed him

Yet for all that, Judah has no praise, but goes on with his same ways
And we see in verse 8

 8 And Judah said to Onan, “Go in to your brother’s wife and marry her, and raise up an heir to your brother.” 9 But Onan knew that the heir would not be his; and it came to pass, when he went in to his brother’s wife, that he emitted on the ground, lest he should give an heir to his brother. 10 And the thing which he did displeased the Lord; therefore He killed him also.

Here we see that after Er dies
That as was the custom of the levirate marriage 

That the brother should raise up children for his deceased kin

So Judah tells his son to fulfill his duty (interesting from a father that doesn’t fulfill his)
And though Onan goes in to Tamar and apparently has relations with her

He makes sure that she won’t get pregnant

And not part of some “safe sex”, zero population thing

But we see it is out of spite, lest he should give an heir to his brother

That though the LORD would bring the Messiah from the line of Judah
There was a problem here

There wouldn’t even be a line to bring it from because of these wicked sons

And it says it displeased the LORD, so He killed him also

And Judah has no praise for what is going on
As a matter of fact he probably bears a lot of the blame

So in verse 11 it says
11 Then Judah said to Tamar his daughter-in-law, “Remain a widow in your father’s house till my son Shelah is grown.” For he said, “Lest he also die like his brothers.” And Tamar went and dwelt in her father’s house.

That now Judah sends Tamar away

And he uses the excuse that “Shelah” is too young

But it says after “lest he also die like his brothers”

That it wasn’t really that he was too young but that Judah was thinking Tamar’s two for two

He doesn’t blame it on his wicked boys

He doesn’t even seem to see his own blame

But instead sends Tamar away

Some have said well maybe that was good considering

That he was making a change away from the Canaanites women

But that doesn’t seem to be the case

Because many believe that Tamar was not a Canaanite

But actually the daughter of Elam, the son of Shem (a Hebrew)
So there would be no reason to put her away for that but that it is done out of fear
And it goes on to support that as it says in verse 12
12 Now in the process of time the daughter of Shua, Judah’s wife, died; and Judah was comforted, and went up to his sheepshearers at Timnah, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. 13 And it was told Tamar, saying, “Look, your father-in-law is going up to Timnah to shear his sheep.” 14 So she took off her widow’s garments, covered herself with a veil and wrapped herself, and sat in an open place which was on the way to Timnah; for she saw that Shelah was grown, and she was not given to him as a wife.
That as time passed
That Judah’s wife died
And after he was comforted he went back to business

So he was going to travel to the “sheepshearers” in Timnah

And who do we see tagging along but his old “Adullamite buddy” Hirah

And going to the “sheepshearers” must be equivalent of “spring break” or something

Because it would seem that it was assumed that Judah would go see a prostitute on this trip

Again showing that Judah had no praise 

But what it also says is that Tamar saw that Shelah was grown
And that she was not given to him as wife

So she now knew that Judah was being deceitful

That she would never be married again and never have children
So she took matters into her own hands

And decided to do something about it

She dressed as a prostitute and went and waited on the way to Timnah for Judah

Now some have said that she “was a prostitute”

That she was doing despicable things and acting as the Canaanites do

That part of their culture and idol worship was being a prostitute

But that does not seem to be supported

That rather she went out specifically to meet “Judah”

Not that what she did was right

But that this was not a regular practice

And her goal was to have a “legitimate” child

So she set the trap

And what do we see

 15 When Judah saw her, he thought she was a harlot, because she had covered her face. 16 Then he turned to her by the way, and said, “Please let me come in to you”; for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law.

So she said, “What will you give me, that you may come in to me?”

17 And he said, “I will send a young goat from the flock.”

So she said, “Will you give me a pledge till you send it?”

18 Then he said, “What pledge shall I give you?”

So she said, “Your signet and cord, and your staff that is in your hand.” Then he gave them to her, and went in to her, and she conceived by him. 19 So she arose and went away, and laid aside her veil and put on the garments of her widowhood.

That as she sets up shop
She doesn’t even have to solicit Judah’s business

When “he saw her” and thought she was a harlot
He came in to her

Then we see they negotiate a price

And then she plays the card she was hopin for

As she asks “what will you give as a guarantee?”

Because again she needs to prove the child is legitimate or she could easily be killed

So she asks for something to prove his identity

His signet, his cord and his staff and he easily gives it
And it says that she conceived

So she arose and went back home and put back on her garments of widowhood
Then we see in verse 20
20 And Judah sent the young goat by the hand of his friend the Adullamite, to receive his pledge from the woman’s hand, but he did not find her. 21 Then he asked the men of that place, saying, “Where is the harlot who was openly by the roadside?”

And they said, “There was no harlot in this place.”

22 So he returned to Judah and said, “I cannot find her. Also, the men of the place said there was no harlot in this place.”

23 Then Judah said, “Let her take them for herself, lest we be shamed; for I sent this young goat and you have not found her.”

We see that Judah has no problem with his behavior
He sends his payment by Adullamite Express

But they can’t find her because she’s not there

And the people say there never was one there 

(not Adullamite Express, cuz I made that up, I mean the harlot)
But instead of wondering what is up

Instead of examining his actions
He says “oh well”, she can keep those as her payment then, cuz we tried

No need to be ashamed, cuz wasn’t to be blamed
But wasn’t he in for a surprise as verse 24 says
24 And it came to pass, about three months after, that Judah was told, saying, “Tamar your daughter-in-law has played the harlot; furthermore she is with child by harlotry.”

So Judah said, “Bring her out and let her be burned!”

That sure enough it is discovered that Tamar is with child 

And what is the calm non judgmental reaction of Judah the fornicator
Let the harlot be burned!

Funny how those who are in that sin are always so busy accusing others of it

Jesus said remove the plank out of your own eye before you try to remove the splinter in someone else’s

But we are to busy assuming others would do the same things as we would do

So of course they are in sin because we are

But oh how the LORD has way of opening our eyes

And verse 25 says
25 When she was brought out, she sent to her father-in-law, saying, “By the man to whom these belong, I am with child.” And she said, “Please determine whose these are—the signet and cord, and staff.”

That when she was accused
She brought out her proof

And Judah was not praised

Matter of fact he was probably pretty surprised

I wonder if the words echoed in his head as they called to mind what they asked their father years ago now
“We have found this. Do you know whether it is your son’s tunic or not?”

Judah, can you determine if these are yours or not?? (now who is deceiving who)
26 So Judah acknowledged them and said, “She has been more righteous than I, because I did not give her to Shelah my son.” And he never knew her again.

That Judah realized, he had been wrong
She had not been very righteous
But she had been more righteous than him

He defrauded her, He tried to prevent her from having children, from having a family
And from being apart of the nation that would bring in the Messiah

Not that they knew that she would

But there would be no chance if there were no children

But now there was hope, Hope for Tamar, And hope that the Messiah could still come from Judah

But now it was tainted with this testimony

Kinda funny if you think about

Because remember the Jews mocked Jesus in John 8:41

Then they said to Him, “We were not born of fornication

Insinuating that Mary was a fornicator

But her we see that Judah was!!

And the Jews come from Judah!

So “who was born of fornication” but those that came from this union of Tamar and of Judah
And then verse 27 tells us
27 Now it came to pass, at the time for giving birth, that behold, twins were in her womb. 28 And so it was, when she was giving birth, that the one put out his hand; and the midwife took a scarlet thread and bound it on his hand, saying, “This one came out first.”
That interestingly they identify the first one to start out by a scarlet thread

That they wanted to make sure they knew who was the older!!

29 Then it happened, as he drew back his hand, that his brother came out unexpectedly; and she said, “How did you break through? This breach be upon you!” Therefore his name was called Perez. 30 Afterward his brother came out who had the scarlet thread on his hand. And his name was called Zerah.

That once again we have this case of twins
And here there is no prophesy of one will serve the other

But we see the strange occurrence that the second one Perez actually gets all the way out first

That they tied the string on Zerah

But all the sudden out pops Perez

And what we see is that in the genealogy in Matt and Luke

Is that Perez is listed in the line of the Messiah

That the so called younger is the one that is chosen

As we see that the LORD often chooses the younger, the weaker, the foolish, to confound the wise
That as with Jacob and Esau the LORD has a plan

And here they want to make sure they knew who was the older

But God had already chosen the younger

But not because of anything that they had done

In fact we see that Judah has no praise

He did not do rightly in providing for his daughter in law to have children, yet she did

That despite Judah’s opposition we see the LORD still provided
And that even more than graciously provided

That God took the son of this ungodly situation and put him in the family line of the Messiah, 
I find it interesting that we don’t see the stories of the other sons of Israel

That we don’t find the lives of Rueben or Simeon or Levi, but only the story of Judah

And it is no doubt because from him would come the Messiah (and so we have it recorded)
But even then you might think that it would be a glorious story
One to extol the virtue of the line of Judah as the line of the Messiah

But instead what do we see except that Judah has no praise

That there is nothing glorious here

He took part in the affliction of his brother

And was involved in the deception of their father

He left his family and joined the inhabitants of the land

He married a Canaanite woman

And lost control of his children

That they were wicked and the LORD did killed them

But that wasn’t the end

That there is actually a son of Judah through his illicit relationship with Tamar that’s the one
That in this story we see

That the only thing to praise

Is the glory of God’s grace

That despite the fact that Judah wasn’t doing as he should
And that Tamar wasn’t exactly being good
That this is a glorious example
That God’s grace is more than ample
God chose them despite their deeds

Not only to be part of the nation of Israel but also to be in the line of the Messiah, 
That it is not because of us

But rather it is in spite of us

That as we look in Matt chapter 1 at the genealogy of Joseph, the husband of Mary, the mother of Jesus. 
We see four women

The line from which Joseph came from was through Perez, the son of Judah and Tamar. 
But then it goes on

And the next woman we have in the line, in Matthew's gospel, is Rahab, the harlot in Jericho. 
Then the next woman in the line of Christ is Ruth, the Moabitess 
And the last one in the line is Bath-sheba, the wife of David and formerly the wife of Uriah the Hittite
All from relationships that were blemished

All from problem situations

But all affected by God’s grace

You see the more we look at the hall of faith

What we see is all God’s grace

That we like sheep have gone astray

Each one turning to his own way

But the Lord has laid on Himself the iniquity of us all. (yes Isa 53 cont)
7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted,

Yet He opened not His mouth;

He was led as a lamb to the slaughter,

And as a sheep before its shearers is silent,

So He opened not His mouth.

8 He was taken from prison and from judgment,

And who will declare His generation?

For He was cut off from the land of the living;

For the transgressions of My people He was stricken.

That it was by grace that we have been saved through faith
And that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

That we may not have the most honorable past and we may be ashamed of it as we look back

Yet God does not disqualify us or kick us out

He would rather wash us, cleanse us, forgive us and then use us as trophies to His grace
As Paul said in Eph 1:6

6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.

So what did Judah have to praise

Just the glory of God’s grace

By which we who should be rejected

Are accepted in the Beloved

So here in this intermission to the story of Joseph we see the place

That leads to the type of Christ we will see full of grace

Sin kills but Jesus makes alive and it’s by His grace through faith
