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Gen 2:8-15



“To Have and To Hold”

Previously in Genesis we have seen the creation of all things
(The sun, the moon, the stars, the earth, all the plants and all the animals)

Seen from the global perspective (in summary each day)
This was what God had made

But then in chapter 2

We step back and we have a close up account from a more personal scale
Zooming in on what is most important to us

The creation of man (what did God do for me\ what did He make for me\how does this work for me)
And last time we saw that God made man

Not standing at a distance and hearing God say,

"Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  


As it says in Genesis 1:26

But from ground level you might say

We see as it says in Genesis 2:7  

And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.

As if we were right there
And we saw God collect all the ingredients (oxygen, carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen, calcium, phosphorus)
And He molded and shaped them into a man (99% of our mass is these six elements)
And then almost as if He was giving CPR (He leaned over the man He created\ He put His hands on him)
Not in a cold and surgical way like at a hospital\ but in a warm and loving way like a father waking a child

And He gently breathed the breath of life into man and made him alive

Though we were created in God’s image

We were created by the very hand of the God in whose image we are made

And we were given the spark that ignited our soul by the tender kiss of life from our maker

A picture of the tender loving care that God put into the making of man
Yet still He was not done
Though this was obviously day six (because that is the day in which He made man)

We see as it says in verse 8

The LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man whom He had formed. 

God created the trees and the plants on day three

But it says here that God planted a garden with them on day six

Imagine, the creator of the universe, the maker of all the stars, 

The One who made the foundations of the earth

Took the time to plant a garden eastward in Eden so that He might place the man that He formed into it

To me, it is a tender act of love for God to take such personal care in the making of us

To form us, to shape us, to breathe life into us

And then to place us in a garden that He Himself had planted

As austere and as distant as He could have been as our creator

He was right there with us through the whole procedure as a loving Father 

And I think it worth mentioning

That the place made for us by God

Was not a mansion on a hill

Was not an ivory tower inlaid with gold

Not a castle built of stone

But it was a garden

Adorned by nature and not by art

Carpeted not with artificial fibers but with the soft green grass

Covered not with a roof to block out the stars

But set beneath the boughs of the trees with the gently rustling breeze as a lullaby

And it seems man

As he tries to escape the acknowledgement of his creator

Continues to hole himself up further and further from that ideal

So that we are closed up in our little insulated world

We need things that block the sun

And condition the air

And insulate us from the things out there

Surrounding ourselves with all the creature comforts of our own creation

Until we do not even see anything that He created unless we accidentally go outside

(there are days that I am amazed as I walk out of my office at what a gorgeous day is going outside)
I think one of the greatest evils of our technically advanced world

Is that it keeps our heads so buried in our devices as we text and tweet and twitter

We never look up to our creator

And we become so very isolated, by our so called “social” media
But that is not the way it should be

In fact it says in verse 9

And out of the ground the LORD God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Do you realize that God gave us everything that is pleasant to the sight and that which is good for food?
We may find it hard to imagine

In our artificially flavored and high definition life

But everything we try to create

Is just a poor imitation of what God has already made!
We manufacture and we mass produce
So that we can grab and we can gain

(tons of toys and technical tools, stockpiles of food and closets of clothes, gadgets and gizmos)

Possessions galore!

We horde! (even the most conservative of us, who live on the fewest resources, we still amass such junk)

Trying to control the things around us

When God has already given to us that which is pleasant to the sight and good for food
Why is it we get so excited that we can now have 93 inches of 1080p HD TV?
When all you need to do is go outside and open your eyes

I have read some scientific papers that state our eye is the equivalent of a 576MP continuous video 

(1080p is about 2)
You want some High Definition

Go to the Grand Canyon! Climb up Angel’s landing. Stand under Niagara Falls. Visit the Redwood forest.

There is nothing you can see from the comfort of your home that will compare with what God hath made!

He has given us to have and to hold in this world the most wonderful things ever imagined.

(things we can see and hear and touch)
You want peace and quiet

Visit a snow capped peak of the Rocky Mountains

You want adventure

Ride a surfboard on the north shore of Oahu
And though our text is talking specifically about trees

God has indeed given us EVERY good thing that is pleasant to the sight
If we will just explore this great garden that God has made
(started there in Eden, ruined by the fall, but still glorious to behold)

And it also says, “That which is good for food”

Because there is no better food

Than that food which God has made

I like food

And I love to “make food” (though I don’t make it- I just mix it and cook and arrange it in different ways)

But God MAKES food!

He causes the flowers to bloom

The vegetables to grow

The fruit to ripen on the vine
And as much as I like some of the food that I make

I still chase in my dreams

The illusive taste of the summer fruit that I enjoyed as a child

(I remember the peach tree beside our porch\ the apricot tree we would climb\ the strawberries fields)

There is NOTHING as good as what God has caused to grow on the trees and in the fields when ripe

(not picked to soon and then sprayed with some chemical to make them ripen\ engineered for max prod)

The closest I have come to those childhood tastes was in Israel 

Where they locally grow enough fruit in that little country to supply most of Europe
And the stuff they serve there is the best I have tasted in dozens and dozens of years

TRULY, God made every tree grow that is good for food

We ruin it with red dye number 40, alternative sweeteners, and all kinds of preservatives
So that we can bring it to market and store it on our shelves but God made it “good”
We talk about a being gluten free, or MSG free, or even sugar free
But you can’t go a day being free from all kinds of artificial and unnatural ingredients (what a mess)
Let it suffice to say as it does in James 1:17  

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.

From the very beginning 
There in that garden, east of Eden

God planned and planted all that we needed to survive

Now in the day and age in which we live
It is near impossible to return to that purely agrarian lifestyle which God made there at the beginning

But that is not a surprise to God
For in as much as He planted that garden, east of Eden, and He put the man in it

So He has planned and planted you in the circumstances of your life right where you are
Certainly this is no rose garden

But it is still the planting of the Lord

And He has chosen you to be where you are today

And though at times you may wish you were in the garden of Eden
Or that you walked with Jesus on the shores of Galilee

Or maybe lived during the times of Martin Luther or Charles Spurgeon

Or before industry or after we colonize the moon or wherever those thoughts take you

Let me tell you

There is no better time to live than the time in which God has placed you

For if you are NOT an after thought

Or a random chance

And not here by some spontaneous combustion of molecules

Then you are where you are by the tender loving care of God

You have been put in the place that He Himself has planted

And there can be no better place than the one that He has planned
You may think otherwise

But you are wrong

For God knows what is in the heart of man

And God knows what we need

So there can be no better place, no more appropriate time

To achieve the greatest good

To attain the highest joy

And to reap the most benefit available in this life

Like the man that God created

We too are put in that place where in the midst of where we are there are two trees

For the tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

And though we don’t know for sure what exactly these trees were

We do know that they represent the same today as they did then
And that is the choices that we have to make as we live in our particular garden where God has placed us

Two trees, whose roots are inextricably twisted together

So much so that it would seem an either\or choice and not a both\or none (we will eat from one of these)
I mean, do you not find it interesting that it tells us in the bible

That man ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (as we will see in the coming weeks)
But he did not eat from the tree of life

You would think that the first thing that you would eat

Would be from the tree of life (so that you might have LIFE – whatever that may mean)

It sounds good and it was allowed, so why not?

Yet we see in Genesis 3:22-23  
Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever"-- therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken.

He never ate from the tree of life
Because he first ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil

And it would seem the same in our own experience

For those who choose to eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil

Have no desire to eat from the tree of life

And by this I do not mean anyone who seeks knowledge

As if knowledge was a bad thing

Because knowledge founded in God is a great thing as it says in Proverbs 1:7  

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge

But there is also a knowledge without God
A wisdom that excludes God

Or as Romans 1:28 says

Even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting;

Professing to wise, they became fools

And they seek after knowledge for the sake of knowledge

Really for the sake of power

Because we really do believe that knowledge is power

(power over our circumstances, power over our lives and power over others)

Though we may see the light

We will not come into the light

For this is the condemnation, (John 3:19) that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

So many people

Trapped in what they think is “knowledge”

Because they have eaten the fruit of that tree

Have no desire whatsoever for the fruit of righteousness found on the tree of life

I was there

In my academic world

Ignorant and unconcerned with what God wanted or what He intended

Trying to plant my own garden (to make my own world)

Thinking I had planted all the seeds necessary for the perfect life

But I had not retained God or acknowledged God or even thought about God in my little garden
And it wasn’t until I lost the life of my little girl 

That I thought about the tree of life

What came after this life

And the Creator who gave me life

Though at first it was in bitterness and anger

Soon I discovered as it says Proverbs 2:6  

The LORD gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding;

The answers that I sought

The knowledge that I needed

The garden in which I was to grow

Was the one that was given by God

I learned that all I had was from God

And the precious life that was the light of my life was a gift from God

Though only for a few years, they were indeed the best years

Yet they were the years that were totally outside my control

I did not plan on my daughter’s birth

It came as a surprise to us a young couple (though we knew what caused it)

I didn’t make her grow in her mother’s womb or ask her to kick at my hand when it was on her belly

I didn’t put in an order for those beautiful eyes that stared up as I cleaned her body

I didn’t cause her to grow or teach her to say no

Or to coo like she did when I would rock her

I didn’t make it so she could walk

I didn’t set the time that she would start to talk

And I certainly wasn’t the one who taught her to stick her bologna in my tape deck

But the best things (we come to see)
Are always the good things

That are given to us by God

In the place where he has planted us

Whether that is family or finances or friends or strength or health or ingenuity (whatever is good to you) 

He has a garden with every tree in it that is pleasant to the sight and good for food
But you must choose
What to do with the two trees in the middle of that garden

The ones that are central to your life

Notice with me that it says in Genesis 2:10-14  

Now a river went out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it parted and became four riverheads.  The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one which skirts the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. And the gold of that land is good. Bdellium and the onyx stone are there. The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one which goes around the whole land of Cush. The name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the one which goes toward the east of Assyria. The fourth river is the Euphrates.

Which at the time, I am sure were geographic boundaries to identify the location of this garden

It was a real place

And I would assume it could be found up until the flood

So this information was included in the text

But more than just boundaries of a garden
I think it also represents the bounty of our life

If we are content to have and to hold what God gives with an open hand

If you can be put in a garden that is filled with gold

And you can learn to give it to those in need instead of hording it all to yourself

Then you will be a stream that waters others

If you can be trusted with a garden that has many precious gems

And you can let them shine for others to see instead of covering them up for only you

Then you will be a refreshing source from which others can drink

If you can carefully tend a garden with the most precious little life within it

And you will not cling to her as if she was of your own making
But graciously give her back to God when the time comes
Then you might be the river from which many children come and drink

As Jesus said in John 7:38  

He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water."

Because God desires

That we take the place where He has put us

And that we make it the paradise of God

But the choice is up to us

God has made us a living being (He has breathed the breath of life into us)

God has planted a garden (He has put every tree in it that is pleasant to the sight and good for food)

And it says in Genesis 2:15  

Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it.

So the plan of God
Which is for our good
Includes the choice of ours to tend and to keep what has been given to us

In a way that is pleasing to God

To have and hold while we can the precious gifts that He has surrounded us with

And to gently and graciously let them go when the time comes

Whether that is the money in your pocket (that may be here today but might be gone tomorrow)

Or your health and vitality (that will surely diminish over time for most of us)

Or even an unexpected event of untimely death (that might cut to the very heart of your being)

Will you have and hold in His time

The precious things in your garden

Will you tend and keep this place where you are put

There is a choice

A very attractive and distractive choice as there always has been
The tree of the knowledge of good and evil\ the forbidden fruit\ the things that are contrary to God
Pulling at you
Calling to you

Trying to get you to seek anything but God

Or there is the other choice

The other tree

The tree of life
Found in Jesus Christ

To have and to hold from this day forward

For richer or poorer

For better or worse

In sickness and in health

The joining of Jesus Christ and His bride the church

It is up to you

To tend and to keep that which God has entrusted to you

Whether that is your spouse

Or your children

Or your finances 

Or your health

Or yes, even your eternal life

For your soul was given to you

Tenderly and lovingly breathed into you so that you became a living being

So why not make it secure?
As it says 2 Peter 1:10  

Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;

Go to the tree in center of the garden
Eat the fruit that leads to eternal life

Have and hold what is given to you by God

For it is though Him that we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  (Romans 5:2)

All found in garden that He has planted just for you
