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Gen 46




“Separated”
As we have been going through Gen, we have been following the life of Joseph, who was separated from his family because of their sinful behavior. He had done nothing wrong but their envy and animosity tore the family apart so that Joseph lived his separate life there in Egypt
But then the famine came and they were forced to go down to Egypt for food

And there the LORD brought them face to face with their sin using Joseph (though they didn’t know it)

And finally after testing there hearts to see how they would respond
And Judah offering himself as a sacrifice for Benjamin

We saw last week that Joseph was finally able to reveal himself to his brothers

That their conscience had convicted them of their wrong doing
That they saw that their bitterness and rage had brought this on them

And now there was a change

Not that it was automatic

Or that it was just taken for granted

It had to be proven through many trials

And we saw that when Judah sacrificed himself for the sake of Benjamin

That Joseph was overcome with emotion

And finally revealed who he was, but only because there was a change in them
Then he separated from his brothers one last time and sent them back to Canaan to get the others

Saying, “Hurry and bring my father down here” so that we’re not separated any more
That there are still five years left of famine

And that the LORD had put Joseph in this position so that their family would survive

So they go and tell Jacob of all that they had learned
And though it was hard for Jacob to believe
It says when he heard the words of Joseph and saw all that he had sent

His spirit was revived and he decided he would go

That he was overwhelmed at the news that Joseph was alive

And he said I will go see him before I die

So we ended the last chapter with Jacob’s decision to go to Egypt

And it starts here today saying in verse 1
So Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac
Now Pharaoh may have said “Don’t worry about your things, just come on down”
But it says that Israel took his journey with all that he had

That in Jacob’s mind it would seem that there was no “going back”

He had said “I will go and see Joseph before I die”

Assuming that this would be the last journey that he would take

So he takes “all that he had”

And that can be a good practice

That when you go where the LORD leads

You go with “all that you have”

Separated from the past, and not turning back 

Not just all the “possessions” that you have 

But also with “all the effort that you have”

That Israel took the journey “with all that he had” in him

He knew his destination so he did it with determination

And as he heads for Egypt to see his son Joseph
It says he came to Beersheba and offered sacrifices to God

That he “took” all that he had

But he was willing to “offer it to God”
So he stops at Beersheba (the well of the oath)

Where Abraham called upon the name of the Everlasting God

And where Isaac built an alter and worshiped the LORD

That Israel (not Jacob) made this journey to Beersheba to sacrifice to God

That for whatever reason we see he is aware of God

That previously “Jacob” was saying all things are against me

But now “Israel” remembers that his God is for him

And it could have been that he wanted to praise the LORD at the news that Joseph was alive

To show his thankfulness at this news that he never thought he’d hear

And so he stopped at Beersheba on his way to worship God

But it could also be that he was afraid

That here he was leaving the land that the LORD had promised to him

That he had planned on living out his days and dying there in Canaan

But now all the sudden with this news of Joseph being alive and of the continued famine

He is on this journey with all that he had

Maybe he was operating on emotion

And didn’t consider what was the LORD’s plan

But just wanted to see Joseph before he died and was giving up the land

So he stops on the way to sacrifice to God and hopes that he will bless it
That maybe he wasn’t asking the LORD “then”
But he was aware of Him “now” as he neared the border of the Promised Land

But no matter what the reason 

It was good that he included God in his plans

That he decided to seek Him out on this journey and sacrifice to Him along the way

That it’s never to late to bring the LORD along

Maybe we mess things up because we do our own thing

Make decisions, have reactions, just doing things that separate ourselves from Him

But He is willing to join us “even” along the way

If we will just sacrifice of ourselves to Him

And what do we see in verse 2

2 Then God spoke to Israel in the visions of the night, and said, “Jacob, Jacob!”
And he said, “Here I am.”
3 So He said, “I am God, the God of your father; do not fear to go down to Egypt, for I will make of you a great nation there. 4 I will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also surely bring you up again; and Joseph will put his hand on your eyes.”

That as Israel comes and sacrifices to God

We see God calls out to him

That it says that God spoke to him, and we see that HE called him “Jacob”

That though he came to the LORD as “Israel”
That the LORD still sees the “Jacob” in him

So what does the LORD say?

Jacob you conniver, you heel catcher you

What are you doing sacrificing to me? 

You were just complaining last week how everything was against you, REMEMBER? 

No!

God says Jacob, you of little faith

I am the God of your father, do not fear

That even as the LORD tells us

Fear not little flock

It’s the Fathers good pleasure to give you the kingdom

That it is the Father’s desire to give us good gifts as Jesus said in Matt 7:9
what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!
That we see here the tender mercies of God 

He states that “I am God”, the only true God, the living God

I am the God of your father, the God of your fathers father, the faithful God who promised you the land

That you do not need to fear going down to Egypt

That it is my plan

And I will be with you

And I will make you a great nation

And I will bring you back again

You may be leaving with all that you have

But I will bring you back with all that I give

You may be separated from the land
But you will not be separated from Me

That we may go through times of “separation”

But they are often for a preparation

Of what great things the LORD wants to do

Of what He will give after that difficult time
And though there may be separation in our circumstances
There is never separation from our God

He has said “Never will I leave you or forsake you”

So maybe there was “apprehension” at this move

Not sure if the LORD was in it
That maybe he wasn’t supposed to leave the land

After all God had told Isaac not to go down to Egypt but to stay in the land

Or maybe he was remembering that the LORD told Abraham in Gen 15
that his descendants would be strangers in a land that is not theirs,

 and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years
But whatever the reason for the fear

The LORD is there to reassure him

Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt

For I will make you a great nation there

That you will not be separated from my promises

But actually moving towards fulfilling them

That I will be with you even there

And Joseph will be too

He will be the one who puts his hands upon your eyes

The one who is there when you die
But my promises to you will never die

So you do not need to fear

Interesting that more than 40 years before, 
When Jacob was about to leave the Promised Land, God spoke to him in a dream at Bethel

Now when he is about to leave the land again, the LORD speaks to him again in night visions

And what does the LORD have to say but the same thing He did at Bethel
That He would make Israel a great nation

That He would be with him

And that He would bring them back into the land

That in essence,

He will fulfill all that He has said He will

That God cannot be separated from His promises

And we should be able to rest in that

That He is faithful to complete what He has begun

And He is the One that will do it

So verse 5 says

5 Then Jacob arose from Beersheba; and the sons of Israel carried their father Jacob, their little ones, and their wives, in the carts which Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 6 So they took their livestock and their goods, which they had acquired in the land of Canaan, and went to Egypt, Jacob and all his descendants with him. 7 His sons and his sons’ sons, his daughters and his sons’ daughters, and all his descendants he brought with him to Egypt.

That after Jacob had met with the LORD 
What do we see that is done
Jacob arose and moved to complete

The thing that he had begun

They carried out completely what the LORD had shown him

He took the livestock, their goods, his wives, his sons and his sons’ sons, 

His daughters and his sons’ daughters, and all his descendants he brought with him to Egypt

(talk about “no child left behind”)

They loaded up the carts and moved to Goshen town

Nile that is, Pharaoh town, mummy tombs

And verse 8 says
8 Now these were the names of the children of Israel, Jacob and his sons, who went to Egypt: Reuben was Jacob’s firstborn. 9 The sons of Reuben were Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. 10 The sons of Simeon were Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, the son of a Canaanite woman. 11 The sons of Levi were Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 12 The sons of Judah were Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah (but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan). The sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul. 13 The sons of Issachar were Tola, Puvah, Job, and Shimron. 14 The sons of Zebulun were Sered, Elon, and Jahleel. 15 These were the sons of Leah, whom she bore to Jacob in Padan Aram, with his daughter Dinah. All the persons, his sons and his daughters, were thirty-three.

16 The sons of Gad were Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli. 17 The sons of Asher were Jimnah, Ishuah, Isui, Beriah, and Serah, their sister. And the sons of Beriah were Heber and Malchiel. 18 These were the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter; and these she bore to Jacob: sixteen persons.

19 The sons of Rachel, Jacob’s wife, were Joseph and Benjamin. 20 And to Joseph in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, whom Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On, bore to him. 21 The sons of Benjamin were Belah, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, and Ard. 22 These were the sons of Rachel, who were born to Jacob: fourteen persons in all.

23 The son of Dan was Hushim. 24 The sons of Naphtali were Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem. 25 These were the sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave to Rachel his daughter, and she bore these to Jacob: seven persons in all.

26 All the persons who went with Jacob to Egypt, who came from his body, besides Jacob’s sons’ wives, were sixty-six persons in all. 27 And the sons of Joseph who were born to him in Egypt were two persons. All the persons of the house of Jacob who went to Egypt were seventy.

That this shows the faith Israel had. 
He brought the entire family down to Egypt. 
No one was left behind to “hold” the land

That they didn’t need to try to force God’s plan

They were all going to Egypt

They did not need to be separated

And when it was time the LORD would bring them back

And they would possess the land just as He had said

We see many of the names that will occur again and again in the history of Israel

The sons of Judah are of special note because this is the Messianic lineage. 
That from He will come from Abraham - Isaac - Jacob - Judah - Perez - Hezron (Luke 3:33-34).

And it says the total number of those that went to Egypt was 70 persons

But from that 70 would come a great nation of over a million people
Like many great works of God, Israel had a slow beginning. 

· From the time God called Abraham, it took at least 25 years to have a son
· It took Isaac 60 years to add another two sons
· And it took 50 or 60 years for Jacob to add 12 sons and one daughter

· But in another 400 years, Israel will leave Egypt with well over a million.

That the LORD was going to do a great thing

And so He separated Israel from the pagan nations around them

That He separated them from the carnal garbage that was around them

A place where they could grow and thrive and get prepared for what the LORD wanted them to do

That from this humble beginning of 70 persons going down to Egypt to survive

The LORD would bring them out with a mighty hand and great signs and wonders

It is interesting that the number that went to Egypt was 70 persons
Because seventy is a number that quite often relates to Israel in the Bible. 

Moses appointed seventy elders to oversee Israel. 
Later when Jesus sent his disciples out, He sent out seventy disciples to go minister to the house of Israel. In Daniel chapter nine, the angel said, 
"There are seventy sevens that are determined upon the nation of Israel," 
So seventy is a number that relates to Israel and it could be that when Jesus said to Peter, 
"You should forgive seventy times seven”

That it could be a reference to God's forgiveness and love for Israel if she will just turn and repent, 
she will find forgiveness even yet till seventy times seven.

And that 70 people will become the Jewish nation
The line of the tribe of Judah

The chosen people of God
Separated for His use

Not that they would be perfect

In fact as we read through the scriptures we see far from it

That they have plenty of problems

But they would be His special people

And some would ask as Rom 3 asks 
Then what advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision?
And Paul would respond…Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were committed the oracles of God. 3 For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect? 4 Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar.
That most of all to them was committed the “oracles” of God
That they were the keepers of the word of God

They were His witnesses to the world

But what is interesting is that word translated “oracles”

Is the Greek word “log’-ee-on” which means “divine word”

Related to the word we are familiar with “logos”

That Jesus was the “Word”, the “logos”

And in reality “Jesus”, “the logos”

Was “committed to the Jews”

Was to be “given” through the Jews
That Jesus said to the woman at the well in John 4

That we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.

That through this small group of 70 people that were heading down to Egypt
That God will bring salvation to the world
Because they were separated from the world
And separated even within that nation of Israel would be the family of Judah
Because the Jews are those that are “descended from Judah” (Jew is a shortened form of Judah)

So it is fitting that it says in verse 28

28 Then he sent Judah before him to Joseph, to point out before him the way to Goshen. And they came to the land of Goshen.
That we see that Judah takes the lead

That it is Judah that will “point out the way” to this new land

The land of abundance to which they will be separated from the world

And that it is from Judah that will come the man after God’s own heart (King David)

And to him will be made the promise of the Messiah to sit on his throne

As the line of Judah continues to point out the way to the land in which we are separated from the world

So they head to this pleasant land and what does verse 29 say

 29 So Joseph made ready his chariot and went up to Goshen to meet his father Israel; and he presented himself to him, and fell on his neck and wept on his neck a good while.
30 And Israel said to Joseph, “Now let me die, since I have seen your face, because you are still alive.”

That Joseph made ready and went to meet them in the land of abundance
Even as Jesus will meet us in that pleasant land in to which we have been separated from the world

That remember Joseph is a “type of Jesus” in the scriptures
And we certainly don’t know what it will be like in heaven

But I can imagine that when we get there

That Jesus will “present Himself alive”

As the lamb that had been slain but is alive again

And we might very well “fall on his neck and weep on his neck a good long while”

That yes me may have an “emotional reunion” with Jesus

Even as Jacob and Joseph have here

That for them to finally meet

After these long years of thinking that they were dead

Would be quite a meeting indeed

And to know that they would not be separated again

Would be quite a blessing indeed

So much so that Israel says “Now I can die”

Not because he wants to go

But because he is finally complete

That there is that pain of separation from one who is a part of your very soul

That when the separation is over

The completion is enough that you can die in peace

Then verse 31 says

31 Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, “I will go up and tell Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘My brothers and those of my father’s house, who were in the land of Canaan, have come to me. 32 And the men are shepherds, for their occupation has been to feed livestock; and they have brought their flocks, their herds, and all that they have.’ 33 So it shall be, when Pharaoh calls you and says, ‘What is your occupation?’ 34 that you shall say, ‘Your servants’ occupation has been with livestock from our youth even till now, both we and also our fathers,’ that you may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians.”

That because the Egyptian can’t stand shepherds

It works out perfect to keep them apart
That God had no doubt planned that the Egyptians would feel this way
And so there would be this natural separation that would occur

Preventing the nation of Israel from being assimilated into the Egyptian world
And likewise, there is an abhorrence from the world of those who “follow” the Shepherd
That it is an abomination to them that we follow after the LORD

But that can be a good thing

Because it builds a natural divider between us

That it keeps us separated from the world as it should

That too often our problems come because we are not separated from the carnality of this world

That the biggest problems in the church is those who are no different than the world

That they act just like those who don’t want Jesus

Only the proclaim that they do

But their actions reveal who they are

That’s why Paul says in 2 Cor 6 to the church
God has said: 
“I will dwell in them, 
And walk among them.

I will be their God, And they shall be My people.”

17 Therefore “Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord.

Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.”

18 “I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the Lord Almighty.”

That because we have the “oracles of God”

Because we have “the logos”, the Word…Jesus

We need to be different, separated, from those who do not

And even from those who act like they don’t even if they claim they do

That we need to take that journey with all that we have even as Israel did

Not being partakers with those who continue to walk in this world

Because that is an abomination to the LORD

And if we will be separated from the world

He says we will never be separated from Him

He will be our God

And we will be His people

He went before us to point out the way
And He will present Himself alive to us in the pleasant land of abundance when we see Him face to face
