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Gen 43



“Face to Face”
Last time in Genesis we saw that there was a famine in the land
And that the only place to get food was down in Egypt

We saw that there was some hesitancy on the part of Jacob’s son’s to go down and get some food

And we saw that when difficulties arose in the acquisition of that food
That the reason for the apprehension was their guilt

They feared they would come face to face with their brother Joseph who they had betrayed

And we see that even though they don’t know that they do (they really do)
We see that they come face to face with their fears

That they are accused of being spies and that they are thrown in prison

And that they feel the reason for their troubles is because of what they’ve done to their brother
They even discuss the fact saying 
“We are truly guilty concerning our brother, for we saw the anguish of his soul when he pleaded with us, and we would not hear; therefore this distress has come upon us.”

And we see that the LORD uses Joseph to work on his brothers

He deals roughly with them, but not unkindly

He works to get them to come face to face with what they have done

So they might turn away from their wicked ways and turn their faces towards the LORD

So Joseph puts one of the brothers in prison 

And said to them, do not return unless you bring your younger brother with you

Then when they left he put their money back in their sacks

And when it is discovered they are fearful of the implications

They scurry back to Canaan and tell their father about all this
And Jacob is upset saying that “All these things are against him”
That now the brothers see that all these things have been caused because of their behavior

That it was their wicked treatment of Joseph that has brought their family to this place

And now Simeon is “no more” because he is in prison

And they can’t get more food without sending Benjamin, which Jacob is not willing to do

And now their running out of food

Ruben even tries to convince his father by saying

If I let any harm come to Benjamin

You can kill my children (as if Jacob just wanted retribution)
But Jacob said “he will not go down, because if I was to lose him I would die from the sorrow”

And so they stay there and eat of the grain that they had brought back

Then it says in verse 1 of Chapter 43

Now the famine was severe in the land. 2 And it came to pass, when they had eaten up the grain which they had brought from Egypt, that their father said to them, “Go back, buy us a little food.”

That as time passed and the famine didn’t
Jacob realizes they need more food

That he was no doubt hoping that this whole thing would blow over

And they wouldn’t have to deal with the situation

He didn’t want to face the question of Benjamin going down to Egypt

(They would just eat slow and pray the famine would end)
But it doesn’t

So Jacob just tells them nonchalantly “go on back and get a little bit more food”

As if it is a small enough quantity that they wouldn’t need to take Benjamin

So just go get “a tiny lil bit”

Be safe and hurry back now boys

(and you see him go dive back in his tent hoping they just go)

Then verse 3 says
3 But Judah spoke to him, saying, “The man solemnly warned us, saying, ‘You shall not see my face unless your brother is with you.’ 4 If you send our brother with us, we will go down and buy you food. 5 But if you will not send him, we will not go down; for the man said to us, ‘You shall not see my face unless your brother is with you.’ ” 6 And Israel said, “Why did you deal so wrongfully with me as to tell the man whether you had still another brother?”

7 But they said, “The man asked us pointedly about ourselves and our family, saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Have you another brother?’ And we told him according to these words. Could we possibly have known that he would say, ‘Bring your brother down’?”

Judah reminded him that they can’t get any food unless Benjamin goes with them

That there is no way they can come face to face with this man without their brother

They know they are guilty of the crimes against Joseph

They know they have been accused of even more

And they know that they had left with their own money still in the sacks

(There was so much stacked up against them )
They knew they could not stand before this King without their brother

The LORD had brought them to the place of seeing there was no hope of salvation in this situation

That the only way was to come with their brother, their kinsmen who could redeem them
And really the LORD needs to get us to that place also

That we need to get to the point where we realize

There is no hope of salvation in this situation without our Brother, our kinsmen redeemer (Jesus Christ)
There is too much stacked up against us

And we cannot stand before a Holy God and expect anything but prison

Unless we bring Benjamin

Remember what Benjamin means “Son of My right hands”, Son of Strength

And isn’t Jesus the Son of God’s right hand
Isn’t He the Son of strength that must come on our behalf 

So that we can be rescued from the famine of our souls
(But without Him we cannot be saved)
And when Judah says this - we see Jacob’s reaction in verse 6 where he says
“Why did you deal so wrongfully with me”
Like so many that do not want to deal with their fears

They lash out and blame others

They don’t want examine themselves

And they would rather beat someone else for their faults

So the brothers explain once again that there was nothing that they could do
That the man seemed to know the questions to ask

And alls they did was answer him

There was no way to know what he would require

And now they were stuck in this difficult situation

But then (all of the sudden) we see a change of heart in Judah

As it says in verse 8
8 Then Judah said to Israel his father, “Send the lad with me, and we will arise and go, that we may live and not die, both we and you and also our little ones. 9 I myself will be surety for him; from my hand you shall require him. If I do not bring him back to you and set him before you, then let me bear the blame forever. 10 For if we had not lingered, surely by now we would have returned this second time.”

Different then Ruben who said

Let me take Benjamin and if any harm befalls him you can kill my kids

Here we see Judah offers up himself

Interestingly Judah was the one who had come up with the plan to sell Joseph (37:26-27). 

Now he negotiates with his father in order to get Benjamin to see Joseph.

So he tells Jacob

Send the lad with me that we may all live

Both we and you and all our little ones

And he tells Jacob, “I myself will be the surety”

Not spare me and you can kill my kids like Ruben
But require it of me personally

I will take the penalty

I will bear the blame forever (Just like Jesus Christ)
Because we know this is what Jesus did for us 

He did not pin our sin on someone else

He did not say “Let’s kill them so that we might live”

(which is actually the practice of many pagan religions…killing babies and others for their own benefit)

But the Lord Jesus took our penalty personally
He was the surety
He bore the blame for our iniquity. He is the guarantee!
As Isa 53 says
5He was wounded for our transgressions,

He was bruised for our iniquities;

The chastisement for our peace was upon Him,

And by His stripes we are healed.

This is not necessarily what Judah wants
But he reminds Jacob this is the only way out
That without this we will all perish

So trust in me that you may live
Even as with Jesus 

Time is running out, we will perish if we don’t make the choice

So best to trust in Him before it’s too late

There is no time to linger

So it says in verse 11

11 And their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so, then do this: Take some of the best fruits of the land in your vessels and carry down a present for the man—a little balm and a little honey, spices and myrrh, pistachio nuts and almonds. 12 Take double money in your hand, and take back in your hand the money that was returned in the mouth of your sacks; perhaps it was an oversight. 13 Take your brother also, and arise, go back to the man. 14 And may God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that he may release your other brother and Benjamin. If I am bereaved, I am bereaved!”

And here we see that Jacob came face to face with his fears…

Take your brother and go get food and if I am bereaved I am bereaved

That Jacob was brought to the point of that full commitment. 

I am facing the worse thing that could happen (I could suffer great loss)
But to stay here and starve is even worse

There are no other options

So do what you must

Queen Esther made a similar statement if you remember
When her cousin Mordecai was insisting that she go in to Ahasuerus, the king, and plead for the people. She sent word to Mordecai saying, 
11 “All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces know that any man or woman who goes into the inner court to the king, who has not been called, he has but one law: put all to death, except the one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter, that he may live. Yet I myself have not been called to go in to the king these thirty days.”

13 And Mordecai told them to answer Esther: “Do not think in your heart that you will escape in the king’s palace any more than all the other Jews. 14 For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”

And in Esther 4:15-16 it says

15 Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather all the Jews who are present in Shushan, and fast for me; neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. My maids and I will fast likewise. And so I will go to the king, which is against the law; and if I perish, I perish!”
I will step out. 
I will take the consequences. 
If I am bereaved, I am bereaved. 
I just have to commit it into the hands of God. 
Not that I can do “nothing”
We are not supposed to just sit on the couch and wait for the LORD to do it
(We just recently discussed at our prayer meeting)
We are called to do our best within our abilities and with God’s guidance

We do our best and commit the rest

Not pushing to force it or make it happen

But to use wisdom

We see Esther says pray and fast for 3 days then I will go in

And remember she prepared a banquet before making her request known to the king

Here we see Jacob making his plans
He says, if it must be so do these things

Fast and pray and then go…oh wait…wrong book

Most have said a little much

That there is a bit of the scheming conniver coming out

That he says take these things

Things not found in Egypt to any extent and were the things the traders were carrying
So take these things and double the money and take your brother and go
We do see at least that he says “May God Almighty give you mercy before the man”

Knowing that it is in “His hands” and that is where the help will come from

15 So the men took that present and Benjamin, and they took double money in their hand, and arose and went down to Egypt; and they stood before Joseph. 16 When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of his house, “Take these men to my home, and slaughter an animal and make ready; for these men will dine with me at noon.” 17 Then the man did as Joseph ordered, and the man brought the men into Joseph’s house.

18 Now the men were afraid because they were brought into Joseph’s house; and they said, “It is because of the money, which was returned in our sacks the first time, that we are brought in, so that he may make a case against us and seize us, to take us as slaves with our donkeys.”

That once again we see their conscience at work within them

That as the come face to face with Joseph

They come face to face with their fears

Joseph says “take them to my house to dine”

They say “He’s gunna eat us for lunch”!!!!!
They were afraid because of the money that was found in their sacks

They were afraid because they had been accused as spies

They were afraid because they had done wickedly to their brother and they knew it

So now they figured they would get it

So we see in verse 19

19 When they drew near to the steward of Joseph’s house, they talked with him at the door of the house, 20 and said, “O sir, we indeed came down the first time to buy food; 21 but it happened, when we came to the encampment, that we opened our sacks, and there, each man’s money was in the mouth of his sack, our money in full weight; so we have brought it back in our hand. 22 And we have brought down other money in our hands to buy food. We do not know who put our money in our sacks.”

23 But he said, “Peace be with you, do not be afraid. Your God and the God of your father has given you treasure in your sacks; I had your money.” Then he brought Simeon out to them.

They are so fearful
That they begin to plead their case to the steward of the house

(Hey buddy, can you put in a good word with the judge when he gets here)
We really are innocent and need to explain all the reasons

It is funny that those who are the guiltiest need to explain the most

Often times at the police station I will be working on a computer 

And a person will walk up and start explaining why they are in court today or why they have this warrant

And I have to stop them and say there is no need to explain to me, I’m just here working on the computer

But they will go on and on about why they shouldn’t be there and to anyone the see
Yet those who are innocent typically just wait their turn and tell it to the judge 

Here they start pleading with the guy not to kill them

It says they stop at the door of the house

Please don’t make us go in, We are not thieves, We didn’t do it.

(Honest this is how it happened)
And we see a most interesting response from the steward

“Peace be with you, do not be afraid. 

Your God and the God of your father has given you treasure in your sacks

We see that the steward sees that they were afraid
So he says ““Peace be with you, do not be afraid.”

That he is trying to tell them that it is ok

That they are not being lead to the slaughter

And then he says

“Your God and the God of your father has given you treasure in your sacks”
Here this Egyptian steward is reminding them that the LORD is with them
He tells them their God and the God of their fathers has done this thing

It does often amaze me how there are times when we become fearful

And we can’t remember that the LORD is on our side

Then the LORD uses some non-believer to remind us that the Lord is there for us
Just like we see here in verse 24
24 So the man brought the men into Joseph’s house and gave them water, and they washed their feet; and he gave their donkeys feed. 25 Then they made the present ready for Joseph’s coming at noon, for they heard that they would eat bread there.

26 And when Joseph came home, they brought him the present which was in their hand into the house, and bowed down before him to the earth. 27 Then he asked them about their well-being, and said, “Is your father well, the old man of whom you spoke? Is he still alive?”

28 And they answered, “Your servant our father is in good health; he is still alive.” And they bowed their heads down and prostrated themselves.

That rather than being treated badly as they had suspected

They were actually treated graciously

More graciously than they ever could deserve

Treating them as honored guests and not as spies
And they heard that master was coming at noon

So they prepared the present

Interesting again that they do not pray or seek the LORD

There is no sign that they prepare by any spiritual means

But that they “get the present ready”

It would seem that they still have a ways to go in looking to the LORD

That they think then when things are bad, it’s all bad and the LORD is against them

But when things are good, forget about the LORD and let bring out the presents

They have met their fears face to face

And they are amply prepared

Equipped with all the goodly gifts that they had brought

With the good news that the steward had received the payment he desired

Simeon being returned to them

And with their good etiquette

They figured we have it now all under control

They are probably wondering now what they were so worried about

And very pleased with how they have proven that they are honest men

And it says they bow themselves to the ground

Once again fulfilling the dreams that Joseph had

And it says when Joseph came home he inquired “about their well being and the health of their father”

More than just pleasantries

Joseph was concerned about his father

And they say “your servant our father is well”

No doubt as instructed by Jacob that they should do

But interesting that as in Joseph’s other dream

Even his father is subject unto him

And in verse 29 it says

29 Then he lifted his eyes and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother’s son, and said, “Is this your younger brother of whom you spoke to me?” And he said, “God be gracious to you, my son.” 30 Now his heart yearned for his brother; so Joseph made haste and sought somewhere to weep. And he went into his chamber and wept there.
Joseph and Benjamin are reunited
And as he looks up he sees him and he asks “is this your younger brother”

That Joseph hadn't seen him since he was about three years old and at this time Benjamin was twenty-four

Joseph no doubt wanted desperately to embrace him now that he finally has seen him face to face
But he still needed to refrain

Probably for the sake of the brother that he loved

So he blessed Benjamin and quickly went somewhere private to cry

Joseph longed to be with his brother

He missed him so intently

Yet he needed this to play out unto the end

So he hid his tears this one more time

Probably like the many times as he dreamed about the time when they would finally be together
Times of intense longing of what would be

And each time hiding his tears as he wept

But this would be the last time he wept in secret before they would finally be permanently together

And sometimes we must bear the pain and the tears of the struggles of this life
We seek somewhere to run and hide (to weep alone)

What we don’t realize is that we don’t need to go through that

Because we have a brother who is also our Savior (one acquainted with sorrow even as we are)

One who is there -  One who cares

One to whom we can come and find grace to help in time of need

Then it says in verse 31
31 Then he washed his face and came out; and he restrained himself, and said, “Serve the bread.”

Joseph composed himself and continued

He had them “serve the meal”

And we see that it was particularly arranged in verse 32
32 So they set him a place by himself, and them by themselves, and the Egyptians who ate with him by themselves; because the Egyptians could not eat food with the Hebrews, for that is an abomination to the Egyptians. 33 And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright and the youngest according to his youth; and the men looked in astonishment at one another.
Because of the customs of the Egyptians Joseph had a separate table to himself

(He did not eat with the others because at the time Egypt was one of the most racist societies on earth)
They believed that Egyptians came from the gods, and all other peoples came from some lesser origin
There was absolutely no social mixing with foreigners in the Egypt of Joseph’s day.

The Egyptians would not even eat with Joseph 
Even with all his status and power, Joseph could still not eat with “real” Egyptians.
And for sure they would not eat with these strangers from Canaan.

Interestingly here we see the wisdom of God in taking Israel out of Canaan

He took them from a place where the pagan influence drew them in

Where they intermarried and collected idols and did the things we have been reading about

(The accounts of Dinah and Levi and Simeon and with Judah and Tamar and the like)
But now the LORD brings them to Egypt where the people won’t even associate with them

God will bring the entire family of Jacob into Egypt, 
Where they will be isolated from the surrounding people for some 400 years. 
And in that time they will multiply greatly, increasing to the millions and come out as God’s special people

So we see that sometimes that the LORD isolates us for our own benefit as He will do with Israel

And here we see the brothers have a table to themselves

Then we see that Joseph had them seated according to their age

And you might think well what is the big deal

But he is not seating a bunch of kids by their height

Remember there are 11 brothers and Joseph is 39 years old

That means that 10 of the brothers are over 40 and it would make it a little hard to determine their age

Yet without a beat he sets them in order from the oldest to the youngest

And it was so surprising
That it says “they looked at one another in amazement”

That this arrangement of the brothers was so amazing because they knew it couldn’t happen by chance. Statistically, the odds of placing 11 brothers in their precise order of birth are about 1 in 40 million.

At this point, they evidently figured that this guy has some divining knowledge. 

In fact Joseph led them to believe that he had the capacity of divination. 

As we get into the next chapter we will find it quite fascinating as the plot thickens. 

Joseph tells them “Don't you know that a fellow in my position is able to divine“
They no doubt believed it because of their amazement at this event

So here they are at this meal with powerful ruler who controls the food for the world
Who seemed to know so much about them that they were amazed

And then as they eat the meal it says in verse 34

34 Then he took servings to them from before him, but Benjamin’s serving was five times as much as any of theirs. 
So they drank and were merry with him.

That probably to their dismay

They see that the youngest gets the most

And were not talking “a little extra helping”
They got an 8oz sirloin and he got the whole side of beef

He got 5 times as much as them

And it was obvious that Benjamin received this preferential treatment

This was no doubt part of the test

Joseph wanted to see how the brothers reacted when the younger brother was favored, 

(Because they resented it so much when Joseph was favored by his father)
Joseph wanted to see if there was a change in the hearts of his brothers, 

Were they the same men who threw him into a pit and were deaf to his cries for help

That in a sense Joseph threw them face to face with their former sin
Would they hate Benjamin for the special food as the hated Joseph for the special coat

How would they react these many years later to the thing that had destroyed the family back then

They were of the impression that everything was fine

Their works had put them in good standing with this man of power

And sure they might have had some struggles before
Maybe they had had some pangs of guilt

But thank goodness those have passed

And they can get on with life

They can go back to status quo

Doing the things they always do

So it says they drank and were merry with him

But the question is what was going on in their hearts

Were they really merry in their hearts

Or did the burn with envy like before

Were the covering up their feeling and harboring that grudge

Were the inwardly gritting their teeth and waiting for the chance to do to Benjamin like the did to Joseph

Too often such is the case

We won’t acknowledge our true feelings

But instead they come out later with great destruction

Ruining the things that the Lord has done

Better that we come face to face with the LORD

And acknowledge that we have done wrong

And turn from our ways to the LORD

We need to get to the point where we realize

We cannot come face to face with this King without our brother

That there is too much stacked up against us

And that we cannot stand before a Holy God and expect anything but prison

Unless we bring our brother Benjamin

The “Son of His right hands”, the Son of Strength

Because Jesus took our penalty personally

He was our surety
And He bore the blame for our iniquity

The time is running out, we will perish if we don’t make the choice

So best to trust in Him before it’s too late

There is no time to linger

Lets meet Him face to face
