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Gen 5-6



“Death Reigned”

Last week we looked at the progression of history

As mankind began down the crooked road on which he travels

We saw from Adam and Eve as they left the garden that life went on

We saw the first family and the pain and struggles in it

We saw the first effects of sin as Cain slew Abel

And as God responded to it

Then we saw Cain’s response and how he was not satisfied with God’s mercy

How Cain built up a city and then he built up his family

And we saw an account of his posterity and prosperity for seven generations. 

Ending with the three sons of Lamech

Jabal, Jubal, and Tubal-Cain

And how though they were mighty in the ways of this world

They were impoverished in the ways of God

How in them we have a father of shepherds and a father of musicians, but not a father of the faithful. 

Here was one to teach in brass and iron, but none to teach the good knowledge of the Lord. 

Here were devices how to be rich, and how to be mighty, and how to be merry, 

but nothing of God, nor of his fear and service, among them. 

And we saw the results of their ways in the only mentioned words of that lineage from Lamech

Whose haughty and arrogant speech betrayed his godless heart

And then the chapter ended with the brief mention of Seth being born

And the godly line starting with him and his son Enosh

But we might walk away from chapter 4 with the thought

That though there is a curse and “repercussion” from sin as we saw with Cain

It almost seems like the wicked prosper

That we see Lamech with his arrogance taking vengeance as he may

And his threes sons prospering in the trades of civilization

But we enter in to chapter 5 and we see a different perspective

Once again we start with a kind of a summary account

Basically a reiteration of what we have already heard

And that shows us that the Bible is making a point

So as we start in Chapter 5 it says

This is the book of the genealogy of Adam. In the day that God created man, He made him in the likeness of God. 2 He created them male and female, and blessed them and called them Mankind in the day they were created. 

So we see the emphasis again on the fact that “God created man”

You see you cannot come to the Bible and say “it implies evolution” 

Because it clearly states the opposite

That God “created” man

And not only that, But that He created him in the likeness of God

Not in the image of a amino acid, not in the image of primordial ooze

Not even in the image of a chimp

But in the image of God

He created them as we are today…In His image

And that He created the man and the woman “in that day”…not in the “age”

And as we discussed before, Yes, “Yom” the Hebrew word for day can also mean a period of time

But in the normal reading and “always” with a numeric designation, it means a literal day

Especially when in the context of a “morning and evening” as it did in Gen 1

So it reiterates here…”In the day”…the literal day when God created man

He made them “male and female”

And it says “He blessed them”

That despite the fact that they were under the curse

Despite that they had disobeyed the LORD

Despite all that happened

He blessed them

And we see that in the verses 3&4 where it says

3 And Adam lived one hundred and thirty years, and begot a son in his own likeness, after his image, and named him Seth. 4 After he begot Seth, the days of Adam were eight hundred years; and he had sons and daughters. 5 So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years; and he died.

That despite all the struggles of life after the fall 

After the murder of their son

After the abandonment and arrogance of the family line through Cain

God blessed them with Seth at the age of 130 and with many other sons and daughters 

And Adam lived to the incredible age of 930 years

And many ask the question “where did Cain get his wife”

And the obvious answer is that it was one of the daughters of Adam and Eve of which it speaks here

Now we have difficulty with that because we first don’t like the idea of brothers and sisters getting married 

But we need to remember that this was before the law that prohibited it

And that many of the laws were given by God for our protection (such as not eating pork)

We know today the inherent risks of eating pork and there was danger in eating it

And we know of the birth defects associated with close relation marriages

But this was when the race was new and the inherent risks were obviously less

Now we don’t know that Cain’s was the first marriage

It is just the first “recorded” marriage

Because we must remember that the Bible is not concerned with the details of family trees

Or the details of biology or geography

It contains information on all those things

But it is not a “complete record” for that purpose

It has a goal and a purpose all it’s own

So when it shows us a snippet of the genealogy of Cain 

It is for the purpose of showing what is the result of sin

And it doesn’t record any information about all these other sons and daughters

Not that there weren’t plenty of them, but that it is irrelevant to what the Bible is showing us

So it concentrates on the line of Seth from which the Messiah would come

And it goes on and gives the names and the ages of the vertical lineage of Seth to Noah

Again, not saying that there were not many other children of these people

But that it concentrates on a direct link from Adam to Noah through Seth

Because it will be through Noah and Abraham and David that the Messiah will come

So lets see what we see as I stumble through some names and it says in verse 6

6 Seth lived one hundred and five years, and begot Enosh. 7 After he begot Enosh, Seth lived eight hundred and seven years, and had sons and daughters. 8 So all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years; and he died.

9 Enosh lived ninety years, and begot Cainan. 10 After he begot Cainan, Enosh lived eight hundred and fifteen years, and had sons and daughters. 11 So all the days of Enosh were nine hundred and five years; and he died.

12 Cainan lived seventy years, and begot Mahalalel. 13 After he begot Mahalalel, Cainan lived eight hundred and forty years, and had sons and daughters. 14 So all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten years; and he died.

15 Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, and begot Jared. 16 After he begot Jared, Mahalalel lived eight hundred and thirty years, and had sons and daughters. 17 So all the days of Mahalalel were eight hundred and ninety-five years; and he died.

18 Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and begot Enoch. 19 After he begot Enoch, Jared lived eight hundred years, and had sons and daughters. 20 So all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years; and he died.

21 Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methuselah. 22 After he begot Methuselah, Enoch walked with God three hundred years, and had sons and daughters. 23 So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

25 Methuselah lived one hundred and eighty-seven years, and begot Lamech. 26 After he begot Lamech, Methuselah lived seven hundred and eighty-two years, and had sons and daughters. 27 So all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred and sixty-nine years; and he died.

28 Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years, and had a son. 29 And he called his name Noah, saying, “This one will comfort us concerning our work and the toil of our hands, because of the ground which the Lord has cursed.” 30 After he begot Noah, Lamech lived five hundred and ninety-five years, and had sons and daughters. 31 So all the days of Lamech were seven hundred and seventy-seven years; and he died.

32 And Noah was five hundred years old, and Noah begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

So first, as we started on earlier

We may think from the previous chapter that the wicked are successful

That in spite of sin there is progress, civilization, and prosperity, 

And we can ask, “what about the curse?“ What about sin and judgment?

But we see the answer here

That despite people’s aspirations, they die.

Adam lived 930 years and he died

Seth lived 912 years and he died

Enosh lived 815 years and he died

Mahalalel, Jared, Methuselah, Lamech, Noah, 

They all died

We see that no matter what the prosperity of the world

That even those in the godly line of Seth die

That the end result is that we die

We may build worldly kingdoms but the end there of is death

No one takes a u-haul trailer with them when they die

You can be buried in your Cadillac but it won’t make it out of the ground

Naked we have come into this world and naked we will leave it

And the wicked might “prosper” temporarily in this world

But as the Psalmist said in Ps 73

16 When I thought how to understand this,

It was too painful for me—

17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God;

Then I understood their end.

18 Surely You set them in slippery places;

You cast them down to destruction.

19 Oh, how they are brought to desolation, as in a moment!

They are utterly consumed with terrors.

20 As a dream when one awakes,

So, Lord, when You awake,

You shall despise their image.

The wicked do not prosper

They are actually on the slippery slope of destruction that they cannot see

And that is the thing that stands out more than any other in this chapter

Is that as Roman 5:14 tells us

14 Death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.

That despite the fact that they did not sin the same sin as Adam

They died the same death because they were sinners in Adam

Lets jump over to Rom 12 for a sec (Rom 12:12-21)

12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned— 13 (For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. 16 And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification. 17 For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.)
18 Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. 19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.

20 Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, 21 so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

That basically

Even as Adam’s disobedience made us all sinners

Christ obedience can make us all righteous

And death reigned because of Adam’s sin

But grace can reign because of Christ’s righteousness

And because of that one Man’s righteous act 

The free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.

So we see “all died” that we read about in that chapter

All but one

Did you notice there in verse 23&24 where it said

23 So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him

That unlike all the rest 

Enoch never died

It says Enoch walked with God and was not because God took him

And we looked at last week the verse in Heb that tells us

5 By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and was not found, because God had taken him”; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him

Death reigned in all but Enoch

Because by faith he pleased God

And so “grace reigned” in Enoch through Jesus Christ

So much so that he did not see death

And isn’t that what happens to the Christian

Where sin once abounded, grace abounded much more, 

so that as sin once reigned in death, even so now grace reigns through righteousness

And the result is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

That for sure we do not see the second death which is hell

But we have eternal life in heaven

But we also are told that there is a generation who like Enoch

Will not see physical death

Paul says in 1Cor 15:51

51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.”
55
“O  Death, where is your sting?

O Hades, where is your victory?”

56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

So death reigns in Adam as we see here

But we also see that grace reigns in Jesus Christ

And as a Christian that is our hope

That as we “walk with God” like Enoch did

That grace will reign in our lives through Jesus Christ

Second we can see here

That similar to the account of the descendants of Cain in Gen 4:23 where Lamech speaks

That it is also the Lamech that is the descendant of Seth that speaks here in Gen 5:29

But different than the arrogant and haughty speech of the Lamech of chapter 4

The Lamech here laments the curse

And looks for relief from the Lord and says

“This one will comfort us concerning our work and the toil of our hands, because of the ground which the Lord has cursed.”

That he was looking for the rest that can only come from God

And he thought that they would have that rest in Noah

And God would bring a rest from the curse through Noah

But more important is the attitude of Lamech as he seeks the rest of God

Third we see the extreme longevity of life in this genealogy

Adam living 930

Seth lived 912 years and he died

Enosh lived 815 years and he died

And Methuselah living longer than all the rest at 969 years

And this has several implications

First which relates directly to the flood

That many believe that the agent of the long life span was the environment

That because God had placed this water vapor or canopy that we read about in chapter 1 around the earth

And that the earth was watered with a mist that came from the ground

That there was a huge protection from ultraviolet radiation

And that it is the radiation damage that causes the body to break down and die

I read somewhere once that every cell in your body is “renewed” in a seven year period

That basically it is not you growing old as much as your body no longer being able to “regenerate”

That the study said they saw no reason that if it wasn’t for the breakdown of the ability of the body 

To regenerate these cells correctly that these bodies wouldn’t last forever

After all they are all new every seven years…or so this paper said

But the point is, prior to the flood this canopy could have protected our bodies and gave longer life spans

And also accounts for some of the extraordinary size of some of the fossilized plant finds

Second that the extremely old ages would mean that Noah knew Seth

That Seth died when Noah was 14 years old. 

Noah could have known Adam's son.

So though we see it as an extreme time span 

And how could have this all been accurately passed down from generation to generation

Yet we see that it was possible that the account was given from Adam to Seth and directly to Noah

That Grandad Adam would have just died before Noah was born

And that is pretty incredible when you think about it because of their long life spans

Third is that the age of Methuselah living longer than all the rest at 969 years shows Gods grace

Enoch was a prophet of God

Jude records that he said

“Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”

He knew judgment was coming

And he named his son Methuselah

And the name Methuselah means “His death shall bring”

And when Methuselah died the flood came

So for him to have the longest life when you can see the ages slowly getting shorter

Shows God grace when judgment is due

Because God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance

And that takes us right in to chapter 6 where it starts by telling us how ripe the world was for judgment

Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born to them, 2 that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of all whom they chose. 3 And the Lord said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.” 4 There were giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.

Now it has been a little over a 1000 years since Adam was created that Noah was born

1500 years when Noah had sons cuz he batched it for 500 years

But in these 1500 years it is said the world could have been populated quite quickly

One writer has estimated that if Adam, during his lifetime, 

Saw only half the children he could have fathered grow up, and if only half of those got married, 

And if only half of those who got married had children, then even at these conservative rates, 

Adam would have seen more than a million of his own descendants.

Using these calculations, we can say that by the time of the flood, 

There could have been seven billion people on the earth.
So when it says “men began to multiply on the earth” we see it really is talking billions

And worse than just “multiplying” population wise

They multiplied evil wise also

Now this section’s details have been the subject of endless debates, often leaving the obvious untouched. 

Whatever view one takes of the details, 

It is clear that these verses show how wicked the human race had become, 

And that death was its ongoing punishment.

Many have suggested that the sons of God were the godly line of Seth 

And the daughters of men were the Cainites. 

But this does not do justice to the terminology or the context. 

And is not very likely seeing as there is no reason why a mix of godly and ungodly would produce “giants”

It is more accurate to see the sons of God as either demons (angels in rebellion against God) 

or uniquely demon-possessed men, and the daughters of men as human women.
Because “bane elohim” in the Old Testament in other cases (as in Job 1:6) refers to angels

The translators of the Septuagint translated sons of God as "angels." 

They clearly thought it referred to angelic beings, not people descended from Seth.
Some dispute this saying this conflicts with Matthew 22:30.

Where Jesus says the angels neither marry or are given in marriage

But that could mean “good angels” do not do that wicked thing

But possibly wicked ones do

And it could be that very thing that Jude refers to when he says in verse 6&7

6 And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day; 7 as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.

And the term “giants” is the Hebrew word “Neph-eelim” 

Which is said to mean “fallen ones”

Would add interesting commentary to the events

From the book Enoch, which is not inspired scripture, it gives this interesting account

"And it came to pass that the children of men had multiplied that in those days were born unto them beautiful and comely daughters. And the angels, the children of heaven, saw and lusted after them, and said to one another: 'Come, let us choose us wives from among the children of men and beget us children . . . [They] took unto themselves wives, and each chose for himself one, and they began to go unto them and to defile themselves with them, and they taught them charms and enchantments . . . And they became pregnant, and they bare great giants . . . And there arose much godlessness, and they committed fornication, and they were led astray, and became corrupt in all their ways."
 
And we can certainly see why Satan would send his angels to intermarry with human women. 

The devil tried to pollute the genetic "pool" of mankind with a satanic corruption, 

To make the human race unfit for bringing forth the Seed of the woman - the Messiah – that was promised

Boice said, “The Savior could not be born of a demon-possessed mother. So if Satan could succeed in infecting the entire race, the deliverer could not come."
 
And it would seem satan almost succeeded. 

The race was so polluted that God found it necessary to start again with Noah and his sons, 

And to imprison the demons that did this so they could never do this again.
It is no surprise that in the legends of many nations’ kings are described as divine, half-divine, or demigods

Many mythological traditions describe them as being the offspring of the gods themselves. 

Thus for the pagans, gods had their origin in relationships between gods and humans. 

Any superhuman individual in a myth or any mythological giant would suggest a divine origin to the pagan

So this describes how corrupt the world had gotten when this practice was rampant. 

But no matter was the exact cause it was

The LORD was displeased

And He said “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.”

So even if these were fallin angels cohabitating with humans

And producing giants as offspring

Though heroes and “men of renown,” they were flesh

And they would died, in due course, like all members of the human race. 

When God judges the world—as He was about to—

No giant, no deity, no human has any power against Him. 

And when it says 

“My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.”

It is unclear whether it is meant that the flood would come in 120 years

Or as many believe that after the flood mans lifespan would be reduced to closer to 120 years

That down from the 900 plus years that were lived before the flood

By the time of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob

We see a dramatic decrease to the 110 to 120 year range 

And so maybe both but were not sure

5 Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 So the Lord said, “I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.

Here we see the extent of sin

That the LORD saw that the “wickedness” of man was great in the earth

In contrast to heaven in which “righteousness” dwells

He observed the earth in which wickedness dwelt

And God was filled with sorrow

Imagine, wickedness so great that it grieves the LORD that He even made man

So much so that He decides to destroy man whom He created from the face of the earth

And not just man but all the creatures great and small that He had made

Those things that were nothing that He made good

Have now become “nothing but bad”

What is frightening is that Jesus said 

"as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be" (Matthew 24:37). 

In other words, the conditions of the world before the coming of Jesus 

Will be like the conditions of the world before the flood:
 
Exploding population (Genesis 6:1)
Sexual perversion (Genesis 6:2)
Demonic activity (Genesis 6:2)
Constant evil in the heart of man (Genesis 6:5)
Widespread corruption and violence (Genesis 6:11)

They will have become “nothing but bad”
And isn’t that what we see in our world today??

So we know that the coming of the Lord is close at hand

But in contrast to the wickedness that God continually saw

Noah “found grace” in the eyes of the Lord
While God commanded all the earth to be cleansed of this pollution, 

He found one man with whom to begin again: 

Noah, who found grace in the eyes of the Lord. 

But notice, Noah didn't earn grace; he found it. 

No one earns grace, but we can all find it.

Though death reigns, Grace abounds

It was true then, and it is true today as Rom 5:20 says: where sin abounded, grace abounded much more
Noah was a humble recipient of God’s grace and therefore was spared from the judgment

In contrast to the arrogant and haughty men of renown who aspired to immortality

Verse 9 tells us

9 This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God. 10 And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
Now it says here

Noah was a “just” man, not a perfect man, but a just man

Trying to do what was right in God’s eyes

Who was perfect in his “generations” or genealogy

This description of Noah - unique to him - refers for sure to the righteous life of Noah, 

But also to the fact he was yet uncorrupted by Satan's attempt to corrupt the genetic pool of mankind.

And again it is by Noah’s choices that this came about

Because we see that like his ancestors “Noah walked with God”

That godly heritage was handed down

And like Adam, and like Enoch, Noah chose to walk with God

Now Noah did not walk with God because he was righteous

But he was righteous because he walked with God

And as one who walked with God

He found grace in God’s eyes

And Noah had three son’s

Even as wicked Lamech had three sons to carry on the ways of the carnal world

So righteous Noah had three sons to repopulate the world with righteousness

And God chose them of all the potential billions to start all over again with

And verse 11 reiterates the condition of the world

11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.

13 And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

So we see here that because of the corruption and violence on the earth, and the extent of the corruption, God reveals to Noah that He would judge the wicked along with the earth.

Some wonder if this is too harsh a judgment

However, since the fall in Genesis 3, every human being has a death sentence. 

The timing and method of that death is completely in the hands of God.
 
Barnhouse says, “On what grounds would God be told that He can bring death to millions of people at the end of a 'normal' life span, but that He may not do it in any other way?"
But because Noah had found grace in God’s eyes

Not only was he spared the judgment…But he was a participant in God’s plan

And we need to understand that the first step to understanding how to serve God

Is to understand God’s grace

Grace always comes before works

Works never earn grace

And so Noah is used by God

And the LORD says to Noah

14 Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch. 15 And this is how you shall make it: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. 16 You shall make a window for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and set the door of the ark in its side. You shall make it with lower, second, and third decks. 17 And behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die. 18 But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall go into the ark—you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 19 And of every living thing of all flesh you shall bring two of every sort into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female. 20 Of the birds after their kind, of animals after their kind, and of every creeping thing of the earth after its kind, two of every kind will come to you to keep them alive. 21 And you shall take for yourself of all food that is eaten, and you shall gather it to yourself; and it shall be food for you and for them.”

So we see that God gives detailed information to Noah to build this ark

And that though the earth and all the life on it will be destroyed

God will make a covenant with Noah and with his family

And He will be their God and they will be His people

Though death will literally rain on the earth, God’s grace abounded to Noah and his family

Peter tells us 2Pet 2:5

and God did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly

And Noah being the man that walked with his God

It tells us as we end the chapter

22 Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he did.

When given this staggering job to do, Noah did it. 

We don't hear of him complaining or rebelling; he simply obeyed.
 
And the words, "so he did" cover an awful lot of material and years

It was 120 years until the flood

Yet Noah did not shrink from what God told him to do.

Peter tells us he was a preacher of righteousness

But no one was saved in those 120 years of preaching

 
"The work of building the ark was laborious, costly, tedious, dangerous, and seemingly foolishness

Especially when all things continued as they were for so many years

Where Noah, without a doubt, was all that while

A taunt and a joke for the carnal clowns

And an easy mark of ridicule for the intellect of their day

So it should be no surprise

That Noah was a great hero of the faith

Heb 11:7 tells us By which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.

Because he was moved with godly fear and prepared an ark for the saving of his household

When he was divinely warned of things not yet seen

Yes… death still reigned

But Noah feared God and not death

And so he was moved with godly fear

And saved him and all his household

Not by the building of the Ark

But by the faith in God

In which Noah found grace in the eyes of God

How about us

Are we working for grace?

Or is His grace makin us work

Have we found that grace in His eyes

It really is quite simple you know

Because it is a free gift by faith

Because as “Death reigned” through the one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. 19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.

20 Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, 21 so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

And like Adam, and like Enoch, and many others, Noah chose to walk with God

Noah did not walk with God because he was righteous

But he was righteous because he walked with God

And as one who walked with God

He found grace in God’s eyes

I think we can find the same thing today

Because where sin abounds

There grace abounds so much more

Today we have talked about God’s grace

How Noah found it in God’s eyes

And for the child of God

We are the “grace filled apples” of God’s eye

You see when we are “in Christ”

All’s God sees is that righteousness that is in his Son

That as we read in Romans

But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many.

And when we by faith trust in Jesus as our Savior

Then grace abounds to us in God

So as we take communion today

I just want us to meditate on the free gift of grace we have in Jesus Christ

So just as Paul taught us in 1Cor 11

23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying,  “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.

26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.”
27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”
