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Gen 8



“Remembered”

Last time together we were together we examined the time of the flood

And God’s judgment of the world

We looked at how though death reigned through sin

That rest came by grace through God

We saw that God said that He would not “contend” with man forever

But we saw that even in His judgment, mercy was extended

And that through that mercy, grace was given to Noah and his family

Not because he was righteous

But because he cared for the things of God

(being a just man and not corrupt in his generations)

And the Lord told Noah to build and Ark to escape the judgment

And Noah did all that the Lord commanded

And so for 120 years we read, Noah was a preacher of righteousness

Until the Lord called Noah into the Ark

And then the floods came and swept all that lived upon the earth away

Ending the chapter with the fact that 

21 all flesh died that moved on the earth: birds and cattle and beasts and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every man. 22 All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry land, died. 23 So He destroyed all living things which were on the face of the ground: both man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. They were destroyed from the earth. 

And the last verse of the last chapter tells us

Of all that God had created and had flourished upon the earth in those first 1600 years

Only Noah and those who were with him in the ark remained alive.
And it starts us off in verse 1 of chapter 8 saying

Then God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the animals that were with him in the ark.

Not that God had forgotten Noah, 

For He does not, and cannot forget his creatures, properly speaking

But said from a human perspective, said after the manner of men, and as it might have seemed to Noah

That God “remembered him”

Intimating to us that he had not heard from God for a time

Probably not hearing from Him during those five long months

And having been perhaps longer in the ark than he expected

Noah began to think that he was forgotten of God

Because we can often feel so deserted, so isolated

That as we go through the fire or the storm or the flood

That we are all alone

But as God said in Isa 43:1-3

Thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob,
And He who formed you, O Israel:

“Fear not, for I have redeemed you;

I have called you by your name;

You are Mine.

2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;

And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you.

When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned,

Nor shall the flame scorch you.

3 For I am the Lord your God,

The Holy One of Israel, your Savior;

And in verse 5

5 Fear not, for I am with you;
So when we think He has forgot

We need remember that He has not

We serve a God that’s very good

And all our pain is understood

When all alone we sometimes feel

His presence then becomes so real

And though alone inside that Ark

God didn’t leave Noah in the dark

And when his patience was wearing thin

It tells us God remembered him

And really it is probably more that “Noah remembered that God was there”

Then that “God remembered Noah”

Because there are times when it is quiet

That we forget that God is there

And so when God “turned His attention” to Noah

Noah remembered that God cared

He was reminded that God remembered him, and his covenant with him

That God remembered the promise that he had made to him

That he and his family, and all the living creatures in the ark, should be preserved alive during the flood

And notice that it was not just “Noah” that was remembered

But Noah, and every living thing, and all the animals that were with him in the ark

Even as Matt 10:29 tells us that He knows every sparrow that falls to the ground

And how much more the contents of that Ark and everything that He preserved alive

And notice what is it that shows forth “that God remembered Noah”

As it goes on to tells us

That God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided.

That God is said particularly to remember him, and them, 

“When” he began to take measures for removing the waters from the earth, as he did by sending a wind

And that the waters were subsiding from the earth

And so it is “often said” of God's helping His people when in difficulties and in distress

That in that, it is called “His remembrance of them”

So that even as the thief on the cross cried out

“Remember me when You come into Your Kingdom”

It was not intimating that the Lord would forget

But that the thief desired that the Lord’s attention would once more be turned towards him

That in that day of trouble

That the Lord would be with him

And more than that

That the Lord, would by His actions, preserve him

And it is interesting that as you look up “remembrance” (or remember) in the Bible

That it occurs some 260 times (this being the first occurrence)

And it is almost always used in the “active” sense (associated with an action)

That God remembered Noah and sent a wind to remove the waters

That God remembered His covenant and made the rainbow

That God remembered Abraham as He rescued Lot from Sodom and Gomorrah

That God remembered Rachel as He opened up her womb

That God remembered the Israelites as He rescued them from Egypt

That God remembered His covenant and sent the redeemer born of a virgin

But also when we are to remember God there is an associated action

Remember the day you were rescued and eat no unleavened bread

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy

Remember you were a slave in Egypt and keep your God’s commandments

Remember the works which He has done and praise His holy name

Remember that you have been grafted in and do not boast

Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works again
So to not just think of remembering as passive and sentimental

But that it is very active and applicable in the Bible

And associated with an action

So that we realize that our memory is not just used to earn a living

Or to boost our self esteem

Or show darn edu-macated we are

But that it is fundamental in our relationship with God

And even here as it says “God remembered”

Noah realized

The Lord had not forsaken Him

That even as He had said He would do

He has preserved them alive through these long dark months

And now the wind began to blow and the waters began to recede

And what is also neat here

Is that it says that God made a wind to pass over the earth

And I hope that you are in tune with me enough on this that you see where I’m going here

That you know that the word for wind, breath, and spirit are the same in the Hebrew “roo’-akh”
And so you could say that God made the “spirit” or the “breath” to pass over the earth

And what a picture that paints for us

That we know the Bible says that it’s the spirit that gives life

That the flesh profits nothing

And all the flesh upon the earth has been destroyed

And what prepares the earth for this “new life”

None other than the “roo-akh” from God

That passed over the earth in preparation for the habitation of God’s people

And it says in verse 2 that not only was their this “roo-akh” that passed over the earth

But also

2 The fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were also stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained. 3 And the waters receded continually from the earth. At the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters decreased.

That it would seem that it did not just rain 40 days and 40 nights

But there must have been some continuation though noticeable less of the precipitation

Maybe a break after 40 continuous days or a lessoning from torrential to a drizzle

We don’t know other than it says here

That it “stopped”, that it was “restrained”

That after 150 days it completely ceased from what was visible

But also that which was invisible to Noah and his crew had ceased

That the fountains of the deep, which had continued to well up from below, were now stopped.

And that now the decrease of the waters began

That with the wind that passed over the earth

The fountains stopped and the rain ceased

And more than likely the sun began to shine

As it is when the storm has passed

And the wind begins to blow

And you can’t help but feel fresh and new

The sky so blue as if it was just painted

And the air so clean as if it was just made

And you see the waters ebb and flow

And it seems as if God is cleaning house

And how much more so for Noah

As he knows that all that was is gone

And that will be is brand new

And though God could have removed the water as quickly as He wanted

He used the natural processes that He had enacted

The agency of wind and evaporation and absorption

The waters returning to their places

In basins, seas, and skies

It is believed by most creation scientists that this is where we get the topography that we now see

That the sedimentary layers, the fossil record, the cataclysmic upheavals and humongous erosions

All took place in a matter of days or months

Not over millions of years

That as the massive amounts of water flowed to their final resting places

That massive canyons like the Grand Canyon 

Were carved through the recently laid down strata caused by all the flooding

That this more readily accounts for objects that cross through layers and layers of strata

That if done over millions of years, it makes no sense how they survived

But if done over days or months can be seen

Or how the Grand Canyon could be carved

Not by the river in the bottom that actually flows the wrong direction to be there by nature

(because on the plateau where is supposedly started, up on the rim of the canyon)

It actually travels in the direction of lower elevation to higher

So unless the Colorado River started by running “uphill”

It cannot be what carved the Grand Canyon as they say

But if trillions of gallons of water flowed through there rapidly

We can see how it could cut the path of least resistance from high above until all the water was dispersed

And at some later time 

The trickle of water called the Colorado could be all that was left due to natural seasonal runoff

So we see that the waters receded and have ample evidence around us to support it

And then it says in verse 4

4 Then the ark rested in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat. 5 And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month. In the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen.

So we see again as we mentioned last time

That on the 17th day of the seventh month

Five months to the day from when the flood began

The Ark rested on the mountains of Ararat

And again you cannot help but notice

In a world of such “ambiguity”

That the Bible states the dates

Other books, especially religious books

Are always so vague about times and places

As an honest student of literature you must confess

That the Bible reads more like a history book than any other book of antiquity

That is why the Bible has been called the archeologists best friend

Because it accurately depicts the world around it

Now it has often been mocked for this very thing

That it covers such ancient history that moderns scholars try to discredit it

Attempting to show every instance in which we assume it is wrong

Instead of acknowledging the abundance of places that we know it is right

And so often to their own humiliation

Such as when they debunk the Bible for suggesting that there was a civilization called the Hittites 

When such intelligent modern man, has no record of such a thing

Until someone digs up in 1906 the remains of a huge nation that disappeared from the face of the earth

And the museums are filled with the remains of the civilization that Bible always said existed

Or even such things as arguing that the Bible is wrong because they could find no record of Pontus Pilate

So all the Bible is in error because it mentions an unrecorded governor of the Roman Empire

Yet in June of 1961 at Caesarea-Maritima, a place you can visit today in Israel

A plaque was unearthed that read "Pontius Pilate, Prefect of Judea."

One again proving the Bible right

And the skeptics wrong

But even more intriguing than all those things

Have you ever wondered why would the God of all creation put these dates there for us

Unless they were to be “remembered”

That he would want us to recall for some reason that it was on the 17th day of the 7th month

That the ark came to rest on Ararat

That it settled down, landed on terra firma

That the promise was in reality here by completed, on the 17th day of the 7th month

The ark that was high and lifted up above the earth by judgment waters

Was now safely set down upon the rock of Mt Ararat

On that day, Noah knew that God had fulfilled His promise of deliverance

And He wanted us to remember…

On the 17th day of the 7th month God delivered His people from death and judgment

As He placed them on the solid Rock of the Earth

And as we discussed briefly last week

That this was the same day as the day of the resurrection

That when God instituted the Passover in Exodus 12

God changed the 7th month of the civil calendar

To the first month of the Jewish religious calendar

So on the first month of that Calendar which is the month of Nisan

On the 14th day of the month

The Passover is always celebrated, …always

And we know that the Lord was resurrected on the 3rd day

That makes resurrection Sunday the 17th of Nisan

Or the 17th day of the 7th month of the civil calendar that was used in Noah’s day

And in as much as Noah rested on the rock of the Earth

We rest on the solid Rock of Heaven

We rest on the solid Rock of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead

On that day, we knew that God had fulfilled His promise of deliverance…

And He wanted us to remember

On the 17th day of the 7th month God delivered His people from death and judgment

And so we must “remember”

And it is significant that the ark grounded upon the mountains of Ararat 

On the same day on which our Lord rose from the dead – tying the events together

Signifying that the new life for God's people 

Was to rest upon the deliverance from judgment that came by grace through faith

Just like it was with Noah, who found grace in the eyes of the LORD

And Noah rested atop those mountains for 3 more months

Until the tops of the other mountains were seen
And though they were on solid ground

They were still high above the earth

It is believed that “Ararat” or Armenia, as the word is rendered (2Ki_19:37; Isa_37:38). 

The mountain which tradition points to as the one on which the ark rested is now called Ara Dagh

Its summit consists of two peaks, the higher of which is 17,750 feet above sea level

And verse 6 goes on and says

6 So it came to pass, at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made. 7 Then he sent out a raven, which kept going to and fro until the waters had dried up from the earth. 8 He also sent out from himself a dove, to see if the waters had receded from the face of the ground. 9 But the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, and she returned into the ark to him, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her, and drew her into the ark to himself. 10 And he waited yet another seven days, and again he sent the dove out from the ark. 11 Then the dove came to him in the evening, and behold, a freshly plucked olive leaf was in her mouth; and Noah knew that the waters had receded from the earth. 12 So he waited yet another seven days and sent out the dove, which did not return again to him anymore.

And here we see

That though they are set upon the solid Rock

The waters of the flood are still around

And they wait an additional 40 days and then Noah opens up the window and looks at the world all around

We see that Noah in essence sends out two spies

Even as Joshua later would to search out the promised land, so Noah does here

And first I would note

That different than when Noah went in and God told him when he should

Here he is left unknowing of when exactly he would get out

God told Noah 120 years and then the flood

And then yet another seven days and then the rain

So Noah knew when it would start

But he had no idea when it would end

Now the knowledge of the former was necessary to prepare the ark, and settling himself in it

But the knowledge of the latter would serve only to gratify his curiosity

And sometimes the Lord leaves us in it to exercise our faith and patience through it

Noah could not foresee the flood except by revelation

But it would seem the Lord left him to discovering the decrease of it by investigation

And though Noah no doubt trusted

And by patients waited for it

He was still inquisitive about it

And desires of deliverance and eager expectations of it, and enquiries concerning it

Are very well consist with the sincerity of faith and patience

It’s been said

He that believes does not make haste to run before God, but he does make haste to go forth to meet him

And we with eager expectation should look forward to the things that God has shown us

Whether in this life or the one to come

To be curious and expectant of what wonderful works He will do

I don’t think it bothers Him, but does indeed bless Him

Therefore He tells His children “ask”

And we see here that Noah seeks an answer

No doubt with prayer and supplication

But also with the means about him

And it says that he sends forth a raven and a dove

And it say first of the raven that it “kept going to and fro until the waters had dried up from the earth”

And the distinguishing feature of the raven is that it is a carrion bird of prey

That it feeds on the carcasses of dead things

And that as soon as it had sufficient land to set upon it had an abundance of food in all that died

But that different than the raven

That would only report dry land

It says that Noah also sent forth the dove

And the dove returned with no good news

A bird of peace and cleanliness and only eating from the trees

And it found no place to be at rest and therefore returned unto the ark

Possibly quite quickly having gone but a little way from the ark 

Being naturally terrified at the appearance of all the waters that were still upon the face of the whole earth

But after seven days it says Noah sent it forth a second time

And this time it returned with a freshly plucked olive leaf in her mouth

and Noah knew that the waters had receded from the earth

That the water was low enough that branches of the trees were beginning to poke through

And it is know that the olive tree does grow even beneath the water

So it is not outlandish that such would be the case

And being that it was an olive branch that the dove brought back

It became the emblem of the restoration of peace between God and the earth

And thenceforth the emblem of peace among all civilized nations

Then at the end of another seven days the dove being sent out the third time, it returned no more

From which Noah determined that the time drew near

Therefore he removed the covering of the ark and looked out to behold indeed the land was dried

Some had made mention of the type represented in these birds

That the olive-branch, which was an emblem of peace, 

Was brought, not by the raven, a bird of prey, 

Nor by a beautiful and proud peacock, 

But by a mild, patient, and humble dove. 

And that the law was first sent forth like the raven, 

But brought no good tidings of the receding of the waters of God's wrath 

By which the world of mankind was destroyed

Therefore, in the fullness of time, God sent forth his gospel as the dove, 

In the likeness of which the Holy Spirit descended, 

And that this presents us with an olive-branch between us and God and brings in a better hope.

And that it is a dove-like disposition that draws us to the rest and joy within our Savior

Then verse 13 tells us

13 And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, that the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, and indeed the surface of the ground was dry. 14 And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dried.

15 Then God spoke to Noah, saying, 16 “Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. 17 Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that is with you: birds and cattle and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 18 So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him. 19 Every animal, every creeping thing, every bird, and whatever creeps on the earth, according to their families, went out of the ark.

And how fitting

We are told it was the six hundred and first year of Noah's life

A new century, in the first month, the first day of the month. 

A real new years day for Noah

That then comes God's command, "Go forth from the ark.

It is striking throughout this whole story the way God directs the activity of Noah. 

He is the one who says, "Make an ark for the saving of yourself and the animal world." 

He is also the one who says, "Come into the ark." 

Now he is the one who says, "Go forth from the ark." 

The timing is God's, and the initiative is God's. 

For Noah there is nothing but simple acts of obedience. 

Safely, securely, through all the difficulties and problems, 

God's word leads him to do the right action at the right time. 

Isn't this exactly what we are called to? 

We build the ark, like Noah, when the knowledge of Jesus Christ is formed in us. 

We are come in to that ark for our salvation when we trust and obey His call

We are carried through the judgment waters of our sins inside that ark

And we come to rest upon the rock of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead

Then we go forth from the ark when we act as redeemed men and women in a lost world

And it is fitting that we go forth even as the next verse shows

With an utmost attitude of thanksgiving for what He has done

20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

In essence, now “Noah remembered God”

And it is wonderful to note

That the first act of Noah in this new world was not to build a house for him and his family

But to build an altar for his God

His first and greatest concern being for the glory of God

And not for the temporal good of himself and of his family

How different than the world around us in this day

He in unmistakable terms says “as for me and my house we will serve the Lord”

Noah's view was to renew the worship of God

To preserve and propagate it by his example

And this was done by way of thanksgiving to God for the wonderful salvation afforded him and his family

We have seen that Adam, Cain, and Abel, offered sacrifices

But this is the first record of an alter being built

We do not know if this was because there was no longer a garden

Or if or how something had changed

But on an alter, the first act of Noah once off the ark

Was a sacrifice of thanksgiving for what God had done

It can be said that the proper worship of God

Is a sacrificial worship with thanksgiving

And thanksgiving means it is from “remembrance” of what God has done

Noah remembered, that “God remembered him”

And so he offered this sacrifice of thanksgiving

And notice how sacrificial that it was

For Noah took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar

Remember with me that Noah only had seven of every clean animal

That means he offered 1\7 th of all that there was

Now he could have waited 

And said “Lord lets be reasonable”

As soon as the multiply, then we will offer out of our abundance

But Jesus said it is not out of what you do have

But of what you do not have that determines sacrifice

Because it is in faith that God will replace what you do not have

So often in our finances we say we will offer to God when we can afford to

Yet the Bible says “we cannot afford not to”

That as long as you do not give sacrificially to God

That you will never have enough

But if you first give the Lord what is His due

That He will bless what you do not have so that it will always be enough

In fact as it says here in verse 21
 21 And the Lord smelled a soothing aroma. Then the Lord said in His heart, “I will never again curse the ground for man’s sake, although the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth; nor will I again destroy every living thing as I have done.
22
“While the earth remains,


Seedtime and harvest,


Cold and heat,


Winter and summer,


And day and night

Shall not cease.”

That “God remembers” when “we remember”

That it is a soothing or sweet smelling aroma to Him when we give sacrificially of what He gives to us

That as the Lord had said to Cain

If you do well will you not be accepted

And so it pleased the Lord that Noah so did

Then the Lord said

That He will never again curse the ground of man

But rather He would bless the earth by sending the God man

Who would wipe out the curse of man, rather than wiping out man

That this sacrifice of Noah prefigured that which was offered by our Redeemer in behalf of the world

And is evident from the words of Paul in Eph 5:2

And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.

Where he echoes the very words used by the Septuagint in this verse of Genesis
That the Lord will remember the sacrifice of His Son given of behalf of all men

So that this judgment shall never be repeated. 

Noah might well have thought 

“To what purpose should the world be repaired, 

when in all probability because of the wickedness of it, it will quickly again be destroyed” 

“No,” says God, “it never shall be.” 

Though man’s heart is deceitfully wicked

The course of nature shall never be discontinued again

“While the earth remains, and man upon it, there shall be summer and winter 

(not all winter as had been this last year), 

And there shall be day and night,” 

(not all night, as probably it was while the rain was descending)

But that it shall continue as it should until the end of all these things

Here it is plainly intimated that this earth is not to remain forever

It is very expressive in the original, literally “until all the Days of the earth”

That the presumption is that the earth shall not have an endless duration.

And as Peter tells us that it will be destroyed by fervent heat

And the Lord will make a new heaven and a new earth in which righteousness dwells (and nothing else)

But as long as this earth does remain 

God's providence will carefully preserve the regular succession of times and seasons

And He will remember His promise of the seasons and times

Even as He remembers His promise of the Redeemer that He will send

And that that, is what we should “remember”

Is that God is not slack concerning His promises as some consider slackness

4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.

That God “remembers”

Zacharias (the father of John the Baptist) remembered it after a little quiet time from the Lord

He said in Luke 1

68“Blessed is the Lord God of Israel,

For He has visited and redeemed His people,

69And has raised up a horn of salvation for us

In the house of His servant David,

70As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets,

Who have been since the world began,

71That we should be saved from our enemies

And from the hand of all who hate us,

72To perform the mercy promised to our fathers

And to remember His holy covenant,

The disciples remembered when the came to the empty tomb in Luke 24

Once the angels reminded them

Luke 24:6 He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 7 saying,  ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’ ”
8 And they remembered His words. 9 Then they returned from the tomb and told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest

And Jesus expects us to remember

Because He told the disciples at the last supper in Luke 22

Luk 22:19 And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying,  “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”
20 Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying,  “This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.

He wants us to remember

In as much as Noah rested on the rock of the Earth

We rest on the solid Rock of Heaven

We rest on the solid Rock of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead

On that day, we knew that God had fulfilled His promise of deliverance

And He wanted us to remember

On the 17th day of the 7th month God delivered His people from death and judgment

Both Noah and us on the same day of the calendar

Signifying that the new life for God's people 

Was to rest upon the deliverance from judgment that came by grace through faith

Just like it was with Noah, who found grace in the eyes of the LORD

So we also have found grace in the eyes of the LORD through Jesus Christ

And He gave us the Holy Spirit that we would remember

As He said in John 14:26

John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.

And if we do

He promises that there are actually some things that He will forget
As He said in Jer 31

Jer 31:34 for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”

And no matter what troubles come our way

We can cry with the psalmist in Ps 20:7

Ps 20:7
Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; But we will remember the name of the Lord our God.

Because He remembers us

And “as we remember Him”

It is fitting that we go forth even as Noah did

With an utmost attitude of thanksgiving for what He has done

And offer up our bodies as living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is our reasonable service

If we remember Him

