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Romans 5:1-11


“Access to Grace”
Paul started this letter telling us that the wrath of God was revealed against all unrighteousness
And if that wasn’t bad enough

He told us that we were all unrighteous

In other words, the wrath of God was against US
For there are none righteous in and of themselves

There are none that can meet that righteous standard

So we are all under the wrath of God

But thank God, the just shall live by faith

Because the just - are justified by faith

Because - contrary to – and opposite of - those who are under God’s wrath
There are those who are justified - not by works - but by faith

(Because no works can make us righteous)
But we can be accounted as righteous - through faith in Jesus
Who was just - and the justifier of those who believe in Him

Though the bad news is we are unrighteous and under the wrath of God

The good news is we can be saved from that wrath by faith in Christ who is our righteousness

Paul has gone to great length to spell this out for us (4 chapters)

So that we might understand this process - of imputed righteousness

And then he moves into chapter 5 and says
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
Therefore, because of - since we have been justified by faith (we understand it, we get it, we have it)
(he moves on from how we are justified to the result of that justification)

And the good news really is - that we have peace with God through Jesus Christ

(talk all day about justification, propitiation, indignation, and incarceration) But THIS is great

Peace is what we need (it is what we long for)
(He is the Prince of peace\ He brings peace\ He is peace)
But there is more than just peace (verse 2)
through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
He says we ALSO have access to that grace - in which we stand

(saved by grace - but we also stand in grace\ are surrounded by grace\ are smothered in grace)


*so much so – we see grace do so many things*
We are gifted by grace -Rom 12:6

Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them:
Our heart is established by grace - Heb 13:9

For it is good that the heart be established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied with them.

We have great consolation and good hope by grace - 2Thes 2:16
Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation and good hope by grace, 17 comfort your hearts and establish you in every good word and work

We have an incredible message by grace - Eph 3:8
To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,

We have wonderful help by grace - Heb 4:16

Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy & find grace to help in time of need

We are unimaginably empowered by grace - 2Cor 9:8
And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work
There is so much that we have gained through grace because of this justification

But Paul goes on and says in verse 3-4
And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope.
That not only can we rejoice in the good that we have gained
But also in the bad that will still come – knowing that it will be good in the end
John 16:33

These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”
And because this justification is in Him

As 2 Cor 5:21 says

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

And because it is “in Him” we have that peace

So then -  even in tribulation we can be of good cheer

Because “in Him” we know that tribulation produces perseverance; & perseverance, character; & character, hope.

Justification is just the beginning of what happens to us - in the relationship of faith with Jesus
We knew there was a creator (though we lived in denial of it)

But now that we acknowledge Him (glorify Him) We have GREAT hope (because He is a great God)

And hope does not disappoint, (verse 5 says) because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

What else do we get? 

The Love of God poured into us 

(though we once were undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful) Rom 1:31
But now we are filled with this love that comes from God
A love that bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things

Because it comes from God above

And this it says

Is done by the Holy Spirit given to us

And you know why this matters

Because (as verse 6 says)
when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
Literally “At just the right time” (this all happened)
Christ dying…
Us being saved…
We were without excuse, w\o righteous, w\o hope, w\o strength

Eph 2:12

that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

That is what we once were

That is where we once were

But God did something incredible

We sum it up as in John 3:16

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
But Paul extrapolates upon what actually took place

He fills in the details

He explains in verse 7-10

For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
Not just, “God sent His Son”

But do you understand who it was that God sent His Son for?

Do you comprehend the underlying facts? (negative ones) incomprehensible\ why would He 
And when you understand that

Then you need to understand what a benefit that is!
(If that is what He did when we were enemies, imagine what He will do now that we are His kids)


A little play on words (reconciled by His death, saved by His life)
Benefit in both
Made righteous by His death
But also as it says in Romans 8:11
But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

Then Paul says in verse 11

And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.
In addition to the peace and the grace and the hope and the love and the Holy Spirit
We also gain the ability to rejoice in God

(not in our situations, but in God)

Why would we not rejoice since we have all this!

There is so much bad news

(we live in a bad world with bad people who do bad things) we were once a part of that

But NOW, in Christ, 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.

We have so much 
Not only now - but in the ages to come - Eph 2:7

that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

But as good as all this is - we cannot forget - that they are only THROUGH Christ

And that is where Paul goes in verse 12 saying

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned— 13 (For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many.

And the point of all that is there at the end

The grace of God and the gift by the grace of God all came through Jesus Christ

(that we cannot forget it cannot come apart from Jesus Christ\ it is only possible through Jesus\only way

Though many will try to say there is another way\ or why does it only have to be this way

But Paul makes it clear – this is why it must be this way

And he makes a couple of relevant points in that long statement

First, that sin entered through one man (Adam) because of Adam\in Adam\sin happened to us because of

Second, that death entered through sin (no death before sin) all the pain and suffering assoc\no evolution

Third, death spread to all men (sin nature) we have all fallen short

And sin was always there, though without the law it lived as undefined (it still existed\ Cain)

Still it was understood because death reigned from Adam to Moses because death came from sin

Even to those who did not do what Adam did

(Because we are implicated in the offense of Adam even though we did not commit it)

Importance of this (understanding that Adam was a type of Him to come)

(just as sin was imputed even though Adam did it, so righteousness is imputed even though Jesus did it)

BUT as much as they are similar, they are also very different

(the gift of grace is not like the offense of sin)

As detrimental as the offense was, the gift was far better 

(abounded to many - exceeded above measure) not limited\ but abundantly generous to all

Paul expounds on the many facets of that in verse 16 saying

And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification.

The opposite \the antithesis of the other (as bad as sin was\ the gift was exceedingly good) as low as\high

It was different in nature

One caused condemnation, one caused justification

It was different in results

(One brought death, the other brought life)


(similar in scope\but opposite in its affect)
Then he says in verse 17

For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.)

In Adam Death had dominion (it ruled in the lives of men)

Eph 2:1

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.

But now righteousness reigns in life (it is the banner we are under in Jesus Christ)

Now we can says as 1Cor 15:55-57

"O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING? 

O HADES, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY?" 

The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Death and darkness use to be in charge of our lives

But now we are brand new in Jesus Christ 

1Pet 2:9

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

And finally getting back to the main thought (he says in verse 18)

Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. 19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.

The point - This free gift is available to all, just as the offense was to all

Only the gift is much better in all ways that are possible

We didn’t have to fall very far to be at the bottom

But we had to be lifted way up to reach the top 
(we could not reach that high\ but God could reach that low)
2Cor 5:21

21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

He knew NO sin, but became it (that was a huge distance) not for us cuz we know sin so well

But in HIM - We became the righteousness of God (talk about a change!)

Phil 2:6-7

6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.

We could attain condemnation without Adam’s failure (we would have done the same or worse w\o him

But we could not attain justification without the work of Jesus Christ

(the gift is much better) because it was something that we could have never earned

And so he makes a point about the law saying in verse 20

Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more

That the purpose of the law was to reveal how far we had fallen

How much we needed a Savior (it was a spot light in our dark hearts) taught us how wicked we really were
But we need not fear (thinking the offense is more than the gift can handle)

Or thinking that our sin is a debt more than Christ can pay

Not even!
Heb 10:12 tells us
12 But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, 13 from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool. 14 For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.

Grace abounded more than any debt we could accumulate

(the law was needed to show us how great a sinner we were, but the grace that covers it - is greater still)

2Cor 12:9

9 And He said to me,  “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.”
And not just that the grace provided is more in quantity than the ton of sin that we produced

But as verse 21 says

so that as sin reigned in death, 

even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

So not just in quantity but hopefully we see it is better in quality also

Sin reigned in death, but grace reigns in eternal life

Sin may rule the darkness – by the grace of God - brings light and life

It is a change from night to day\ from pain to joy\ from death to life

A change that came through great sacrifice and pain\ but one that brought joy and light and life

That which we once feared - now becomes the gateway to good things (death is no longer fearful)

Gal 2:20

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

We died already – in Christ – so that we could start eternal life

Eternal life is now (John 17:3)

And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.
Real Life is in Jesus Christ right now (Rom 6:11)

11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Sin once reigned in us

But now grace reigns in us

The grace in which we stand

The grace in which we live

The grace that we continue in

Rom 6:12

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts

But remember

The free gift is not like the offense.

We were by nature children of wrath (as Eph 2 says)

(it came naturally)

But our new life does not always come so easy

(fears\ habits\ desires) flesh, world and devil are against us

1 John 2:16  For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world.

But we have an advocate with the Father

We have someone on our side

Who gives us the grace we need in abundance

2Cor 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

We just need to know in which frame of reference to live our lives

We need to remember who to look to day and night

We need to want this life in Christ

Rom 12:2

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Then we will see that grace 

From this One man

Reign in our lives

And abound to many
