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Gen 1:6-13


“Nothing, Made Good”

Previously we started looking at the book of Genesis

Which means the book of beginnings – 

How God “created the heavens and the earth
Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

And He brought the world (as we know it in this physical realm) into existence

And though in the time in which we live

Many have abandoned the possibility of a literal six day creation

Because they cannot reconcile popular science and the billions of years that they claim with biblical faith
They have either chosen to believe in a long age of creation by means of evolution
Or they have decided to ignore science and just believe against all logic the stories in the bible
But what I hope that you will understand as we go through this first chapter of Genesis

Is that the creation account from the Bible can actually fit together with science

That there is actually scientific support for a young earth and a creation account
And if you look at all the facts, the Biblical account makes much more logical sense than other posibilites
There are in fact, many unexplained things in earth science
That the creation detailed in Genesis explains much better than any evolutionary theory

(lack of transitional forms\ survival of fittest \ salty sea\ support of world wide flood-fossils, sediment)
Even the study of the universe is filled with so much of the unknown and so much guesswork

There is plenty of room to fit a recent creation

There are many things that would even suggest it is impossible for the universe to be old

(moon slipping away 1.5 per year\ comets dissolve as they fly through space-max=11mil\light slowing)
The only reason to even suggest a long period of time

Is to make room for a theory called evolution (that is just that- a theory)

But if you are willing to use your own mind and examine all the facts (there are many books available)

You will see that what the bible says here is not only reasonable but very logical

And makes much more sense than any excuse that some scientists have come up with 

As they attempt to remove God from all equations

The Bible addresses all these things in layman’s terms

Yet with enough detail that we have clues to the way that many things were made

And as we saw in the first study

In the beginning, God created

And the Hebrew word there for created is baw-raw
Which means to create from nothing, or to create new

So the first verse in the bible could be translated, 

“God in the beginning created the substance of the heavens and the substance of the earth,” 

i.e. the prima materia, or first elements, out of which the heavens and the earth were successively formed

In as much as we can “make” water from Hydrogen and Oxygen

We are just combining existing elements to make water

We did not create it 
Nor can we create the Hydrogen or the Oxygen 

We know there are fixed amounts of those elements - ( mad scientist)
But here

God “created” those elements that were yet to be fashioned

Into the void of darkness He “created” matter

And He created time

Because it was “in the beginning” that He did these things

It was when He brought time into being, that He created matter, in that empty space

And then He said “let there be light”

Which we know as “energy”

And “light was”

So He called the very properties of the universe into being

Into the nothingness of space and darkness

God introduced time, matter, and energy

The very basic properties of physics known to man

And then the following verses address the creation of the earth and the life that is on it

Taking those things that in there rudimentary state were said to be “without form and void” 
The same term is sometimes translated “wilderness\ emptiness”, it was nothing (yet)
But God made them into something- more than just something- He took nothing, and He made it good

He starting with the unique act of “creating”, the “baw-raw” (that only God could do) on day one
But then continuing the process with the fashioning, the molding, the shaping, on day two 

Which is actually a different world in the Hebrew (“aw-saw”)
(meaning to make something better out of what is already there)
And even as we saw in the preceding verses what He did created a separation

A separation of darkness from light

Taking what was nothing and making it good

Genesis 1:4  And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light from the darkness.

And that act of fashioning into something useful continues in verse 6-7
Where we begin today as it says

Then God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.” 7 Thus God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament; and it was so.

That God separated the waters from the waters

Basically taking the waters that were over the earth

And organizing them in a useful manner over and under the firmament

Taking what was created (which was dark and useless and aimless)

And shaping it for a wonderful purpose (aw-saw)
Now firmament simply means expanse

The Hebrew word signifies, like a sheet that is spread, or a curtain drawn out

What we would look up and see (what we would call the sky\ that which is above)

And notice here, the Bible speaks of the existence of water in the sky. 
(water above the firmament was divided from the water below, not clouds)

Psalms 148:4  Praise Him, you heavens of heavens, And you waters above the heavens!

According to scientist Henry Morris…

"The waters above the firmament probably constituted a vast blanket of water vapor above the troposphere and possibly above the stratosphere as well, in the high temperature region now known as the ionosphere, and extending far into space."

So we have amazing insight right here about how the earth once was

Something we should factor in when we are looking for explanation of what we see in the world around us
Such a vapor blanket would greatly change the ecology of the earth

Dr Henry Morris suggests several effects of a vapor blanket.
 
i. It would serve as a global greenhouse, maintaining an essentially uniformly pleasant temperature all over the world. (explaining why we find wooly mammoths with grass still in their stomachs in the arctic)
 
ii. There would be lush, tropical-like vegetation, all over the world, fed not by rain, but by a rich evaporation and condensation cycle, resulting in heavy dew or ground-fog. (size of plants\ no erosion) 
 
iii. The vapor blanket would filter out ultraviolet radiation, cosmic rays, and other destructive energies bombarding the planet. These are known to be the cause of mutations, which decrease human longevity. Human and animal life spans would be greatly increased. (age of pre-flood plants and animals)
 
iv. A vapor blanket would provide the necessary reservoir for a potential worldwide flood.
So we see here as God takes the nothingness of water covering the whole planet

And organizes it in an upper and lower system separated by this expanse

That He takes the nothingness of water over the whole earth, and makes it good

Actually setting up what would be the ideal environment for rapid growth of jungle like vegetation

This easily explains why we have fossilized ferns of enormous proportions

And other organic matter grown beyond anything we see today

And we see a possible explanation for the longevity of life after the fall

Where the Lord provide automatic SPF 1000 in the sky

Preventing what we know to be destructive and cancer causing today

Making it possible for something like a garden once called Eden

Right here in the creation (and it says in verse 8)
And God called the firmament Heaven. 

Actually plural in the Hebrew shaw-mah’-yim
heavens, visible universe, the sky, atmosphere (really “all that is above”)
Setting in order our little bubble in the vastness of space

The Jews understood this to include the sky (birds fly) outer space (stars) and heaven (where God dwells)

Paul said in 2 Corinthians 12:2  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago--whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows--such a one was caught up to the third heaven.

So over everything that we call earth-Where the Spirit of God once hovered over the waters

God now builds the superstructure that we know today (v.8)
So the evening and the morning were the second day.

Again we see this concept of “day”

A day in which God created,

God orchestrated

A day, before there was a “day” as we know it (no sun or moon yet)

But a day as God has always known it from when He first planned it

Not that it took Him 24 hours to do it

But that this was what He did in those 24 hours

In His time - In His way - For His reasons

This is what God did on the second day 

(And it says in verses 9-10)
Then God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear”; and it was so. And God called the dry land Earth, and the gathering together of the waters He called Seas. And God saw that it was good.

On the second day 

God separated the atmospheric waters from the terrestrial waters by an arching expanse, the sky. 

And once again, here on the 3rd day, we see God makes a separation and a distinction 

Now separating the land from the waters and making them useful in their own way
And He called the dry land Earth

And the waters that He gathered together, the Seas – 
Fashioning the water and the land

God said in Job 38:8-11 “Who shut in the sea with doors, When it burst forth and issued from the womb; When I made the clouds its garment, And thick darkness its swaddling band;  When I fixed My limit for it, And set bars and doors;    When I said, 'This far you may come, but no farther, And here your proud waves must stop!'

He set them in order
(Not creating out of nothingness)
But changing what once was

Preparing them for what He was about to do with them, 
And God saw that it was good

This process of making something useful is good to God

And so God likes to do it (so verses 11-12 says)
Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the fruit tree that yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth”; and it was so. And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.

That He now took the barren expanse of the land

So recently inundated with water (barren and useless as it was \ fruitless and empty)
And God causes it to blossom forth with all the beauty of nature

God made it wonderful

The herbs and the grass, the flowers and the trees

All those things most splendid and useful

We see from this account that the very boundaries of the seas

And the vegetation of the land is part of the ordered universe of God. 

This was not by accident

There is no cyclical, seasonal myth to explain it. (No Olympians weeping for Persephone)

No pagan deities of the deep to be reckoned with

No acts of random mutation to account for it

But that the true and the living God fashioned it

That which was nothing, He made good

So much so that the third day is the day of the double blessing

Notice that on the second day

He did not say that it was good

But that He said it twice on the third day

Now the Rabbin have a saying that it was because that it was on the second day that the angels fell

And so it was not a good day

But some say it was because He continued the work with the waters into the third day

And did not pronounce it good until completed

Other still say that because God brought for the living vegetation that it was the crown of the first 3 days

But we cannot really say

Because God does not say

But we can say that the Jews always considered the third day, a blessed day

Because it was the day of the double blessing

And they would usually have their weddings on the third day

Because what better day can there be
Then when God says “It is good” two times

And of course, we as Christians know

Indeed the third day is especially blessed

Because it was on the third day, that the LORD Himself rose from the grave

So the third day is indeed a good day
But whatever the reason

This was the account of the third day of creation (and it says in verse 13)
So the evening and the morning were the third day.

And though we may look at it as just three days

Three days in which God made the things He made

I hope that we will see more than that

Because we have an opportunity here to understand

That God does create

But He also takes what He creates and He fashions it into something great

We know man has the capacity to take that which is good and make it bad

But God can take that which is useless and worthless and without form or purpose
And He can make it good

We can see that God did not created the heavens and the earth in vain

Though at first it was void and empty and unused

It was created for a purpose that was not yet fulfilled
It was nothing

But He made it good

God could have done all the work in one instant

Even as He said “let there be light” and there was

He could have said “Let there be creation” and there would have been

In a moment, in the twinkling of the eye- a perfect and complete creation
But instead He did each day of work in its own way and in its own time

Works that we can examine and see are to the praise of His glorious grace

That He took something that was nothing

What was without form and void

And He gave it position and purpose

He separated the light from the darkness

And made a distinction in all of His creation

That there might be clear lines of delineation

The sky from the earth

The land from the sea

Vegetable from animal

And from creature to man

As Romans 1:20-21 declares

That since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

The heavens declare the glory of God

Maybe it even speaks it

But the Bible spells it out

God took nothing, and He made it good

And what makes you think He can’t do the same thing with you

That he might take the insignificant of you

In the vastness of all of His creation

And make you something good

Certainly you have already been created

You have existed in this life in your rudimentary state

(apart from God- living your life in this world)

But He wants to make you brand new

He wants to fashion you

Ephesians 2:1-2  And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins,  (2)  in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience,

Not creating out of nothingness

But changing what once was (what you once were)
Preparing you for what He is about to do with you 

1 Corinthians 15:46  However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward that the spiritual.

The same way He took the wilderness of creation and made it good

So He can take the emptiness of your life and make it something great

The same Spirit of God can hover over you and protect you

As you are reformed into something new

2 Corinthians 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

But you must be “in Christ”

And it is as simple as confessing Him as your Lord and your God, the Creator who is blessed forever more

The One who planned you and made you and will remake you in His own time
If you will let the work begin
Revelation 21:5  Then He who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all things new." And He said to me, "Write, for these words are true and faithful."

Let Him take nothing, and make you something, something good, a child of God

