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Gen 45




“Revealed”
Last week we were looking at how the LORD was working in the restoration of the nation of Israel

That we know that from this family and from these 12 brothers would come the great nation of Israel

One that the LORD would bless as His chosen people
From whom He would bring the promised “seed of the woman” as the answer to the fall in the garden

That to save His people from their sin 
He would send Yashua HaMashiak, Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world

And would provide Himself a sacrifice even as He did for Abraham on Mt Moriah

Where the Father would offer up the Son as a willing sacrifice so that we might be saved

All prophesied and exemplified already in scripture before the nation is even formed

And we have seen how the LORD has taken this family of undeserving brothers

Ones who had ruthlessly butchered the whole city of Shechem for the crime of one man

Who had gone on to wickedly sell their brother into slavery

And had heartlessly lied to their father about his death leaving him grieving for life at the loss

Yet going about their lives of carnality not really even thinking about it

The had their things to do and so they went about them not caring about the damage they had done

Until the famine came

That the LORD used this time to change these brothers

To come face to face with the terrible sins that they had committed

And to see how they would react when faced with this horrid truth

Would they continue to make excuses and claim they were “honest men”

Would they cover up their crimes like they did that coat of many colors

Making people thing they were innocent and pure 
When in reality they ravenous wolves consuming their own family
You see we can hide those things from other people

We can even hide it from ourselves

But you can’t hide it from the LORD

So He brings them to a place where they must examine themselves

And see what they say when the are forced to look in that mirror

Will the pride and arrogance still drive them to rebel at the hand of God

Or will they humbly submit and allow His work in their lives

So they are brought through the various trials that we have seen in the last several chapters

And are finally dragged back to Joseph’s house and put in a vary familiar situation

That they can easily sellout their younger brother and leave him for dead

And then they can go free about their business and the only one who will care is their father

And they were gladly willing to do it last time when it was with Joseph
But this time a different heart was revealed
That we saw that Judah interceded

That he, like the Son of God 

Would offer himself up as a substitutionary sacrifice so that his brother might live 

That he had become the surety for the lad and he would not relent

And the last chapter ended with Judah saying

33 Now therefore, please let your servant remain instead of the lad as a slave to my lord, and let the lad go up with his brothers. 34 For how shall I go up to my father if the lad is not with me, lest perhaps I see the evil that would come upon my father?”

That Judah now cares about his brother and his father and how these things affect them
That we see compassion and love revealed as Judah offers himself in Benjamin’s place

That there is true repentance for his behavior and it is shown by his actions
Because repentance is revealed by actions
There is a repentance of man that makes no heavenly difference

An “offended” sorry that is nothing more than “I won’t do it around you”
Or a “that’s stupid and I’m only doing it because I have too” attitude that is nothing short of pride

But there is also a repentance that leads to restoration that is revealed by a humble heart like we see here

Where the concern is no longer for self but for others even if the cost is high
A love that suffers long and is kind, that does not envy, does not parade itself, that does not seek its own

Not lashing out and selling out the ones you should love, but sacrificing yourself for their good 
And it is a shame that there is a chapter break at this point because these two are so very connected

That the previous ends with the humble and contrite heart revealed in Judah

And the next chapter begins with the salvation revealed in Joseph

That Judah had referred to Joseph twice in his retelling
And that he had revealed a tender and compassionate heart towards Benjamin and his father

No doubt surprising even Joseph
And then this chapter starts 

"Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me. And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his brethren. And he wept aloud; and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard. And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence." (Gen.45:1-3). 
That we see that Joseph is overcome with emotion
He can no longer stand hiding the truth from his brothers

Where they were so eager to rid themselves of him

He is so eager to reveal himself to them

That there might be reconciliation

That Joseph is now able to give them grace because they are now humble

Joseph is practicing a good biblical principal of grace to the humble and the law to the proud

That we can see that he was harsh with the brothers to test their hearts

He used the law to bring them face to face with their fears

That they are accused of being spies and that they are thrown into prison

We see they feel the reason for their troubles is because of what they’ve done to their brother

They even discuss the fact saying (42:21) 

“We are truly guilty concerning our brother, for we saw the anguish of his soul when he pleaded with us, and we would not hear; therefore this distress has come upon us.”

That the LORD uses these events to bring the brothers around

That there is good guilt that should drive us to the LORD

That our conscience convicts us of what we have done wrong and we respond

The question is how do we respond?
If in arrogance and self defense like the brothers every time they were accused of something

Then the law must be applied as Joseph did 

Putting them in prison and putting strict requirements upon them

Dealing roughly with them because they were really unrepentant

They claimed they were but their actions proved they weren’t

Always ready to jump to their own defense and blame it on someone else

Ruben even going so far as to sacrifice his children rather than himself

And as long as that went on there was no change in Joseph

He couldn’t relent if they didn’t really repent
But when we see they finally break

And repentance really takes

Then Judah humbly accepts the blame

Finally willing to acknowledge his wrong and do what is right

He doesn’t argue or defend or give excuses but he lays down his life in love
That makes him a candidate for grace

Just like with us 
That we cannot receive the grace of God through the gospel

Until the law convicts us of our crimes

That the lips that proclaim their own goodness need the roughness of the law to shut them up

And that only the mouth that is stopped is ready for the good news of grace

When true repentance finds its place

So when Joseph sees this repentance revealed in Judah
He sends everyone out except the brothers

And it says he emotionally made himself known to them saying “I am Joseph”!!

That he no doubt stripped off his Egyptian wig and ran to them and spoke in the Hebrew language

It’s me your brother Joseph

Wanting them to see that he was alive and that he loved them

And though it is grace that Joseph is giving 

We see their guilt by their reaction

As it says that they could say nothing

Because they were troubled at his presence

The word is also translated "terrified" in his presence.

That they figured they were done

Because they knew what they had done, what they deserved

But it goes on in verse 4 and says

" 4 And Joseph said to his brothers, “Please come near to me.” So they came near. Then he said: “I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life.
That rather than the judgment they expected

They see their guilt is redirected

That Joseph calls them near

And tells them that they need not fear

That what they did was really wrong

But that God knew it all along

And He has used it for their good

That the LORD has used it to bring you to the place where you see that you were wrong

That your wickedness was revealed and you responded

You humbled yourself before the LORD so that He can you lift you up
And that He used me coming here to preserve our lives
That He indeed can use all things for good to those who are His
So now, do not be grieved or angry with yourself

That there is good guilt that drives us to God (or should if we respond correctly)

And then there is bad guilt that we can lay on ourselves when the LORD is not

That the Bible says that our heart may condemn us

But God is greater than our heart

And if God has used it for good and we have repented and changed our ways

And there is a humility and openness to what the LORD wants to do

Than do not be grieved or angry with yourself

He has revealed a new heart in you that He is making in His image

The problem is that these are usually backwards and the ones who should feel guilt do not

Because they are to arrogant and proud to acknowledge it

Their hearts are as hard as stone
The behavior continues because they are impervious to the work of the spirit or the voice of the conscience

They are not changed and they are not repentant and they are usually angry with someone else

But the ones who are broken and humble are often over sensitive

And easily feel guilt from sources other than the LORD and are grieved or angry with themselves
So Joseph encourages them to look at what the LORD has done

And to rejoice in the repentance that’s been revealed
And we see that in this situation that Joseph once again shows a type of Christ

That even as Jesus came to his own and his own received him not. 
He was despised and rejected by His brothers. 
The nation of Israel rejected Jesus when he came as the Messiah and He was not recognized by them.

Even as Joseph was rejected and not recognized by his brothers
Yet there will come a day when He is “revealed” to them

That they will see Him again and Jesus will reveal Himself to Israel as their Messiah. 
Not recognized the first time, but revealed to them the second time. 
There is that great prophecy of Zechariah in 12:10, 
"And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplications; and they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for Him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn." 

And like Joseph’s brothers, they will not be able to answer him

For they will be troubled at his presence (terrified no doubt) thinking what is this that we have done

But if they will respond with a humble and contrite heart then the LORD will give them grace

He will call them to draw near to Him and dine with Him

He says They will call on My name, And I will answer them.


I will say, ‘This is My people’; And each one will say, ‘The Lord is my God.’ ”
But if a rebellious and proud heart is revealed then they will be destroyed

That Zec 13:3 says ‘You shall not live, because you have spoken lies in the name of the Lord.’

Because they will have rejected the salvation of their souls that the LORD has provided

He has clearly foretold through the prophets that this is what would be

That they know there would come the One to rule and reign on the throne of David forever

And yet He would be the One that was wounded and afflicted for our transgressions

And “cutoff” from among the people for our sins

That it could not be after He came to rule and reign because His is an everlasting Kingdom

But that it makes sense that it would be before if He could come back from the mortal wound

You see the LORD had given the blueprint for those who were willing to see

Likewise here we see that Joseph shares with them God’s plan

Revealing his dreams like he did once before

In verse 6 it says
For these two years hath the famine been in the land; and yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither be earing nor harvest. And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God; and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt." (Gen.45:5-8).

That Joseph sees behind the obvious material things
And he realizes that all things are in God’s hands

That it was a part of God's plan for the preservation of the family from this famine that was going to come. Twenty years before the famine, God prepared by sending Joseph ahead to Egypt
Putting him in the position that was needed to save the family
But that doesn’t mean that what they did was ok

It was still incredibly wrong

Jesus even said in Matt 18:7

7 Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense comes
That Joseph had to go through a lot of pain, a lot of suffering, a lot of hardship 

That this was all caused because of their bad behavior

And looking back, Joseph can see how the LORD has used it for good
But that does not take away the pain that was caused

It is terrible that problems must come and woe to the one that brings them

But the LORD can still use it for good
Often it is trials like this that are revealing

Where does your strength come from?

Do you turn to the flesh and become part of the problem

Become the one from whence the offences come
Then woe unto you

Or do you turn to the LORD and become part of the solution

Having that humble and contrite heart that HE will not despise
That we may look unto the hills as Ps 121 tells us

But our help comes from the LORD the maker of heaven and earth

That we know that His thoughts towards us are thoughts of peace & not of evil to give us a future & a hope

SO we cling to Him and the hope we have in Him

And we await the great deliverance that He provides

Here Joseph glorifies God because of all that He has done
That there is still 5 years left of famine

But that God sent him there to be put in charge of all of Egypt

So that they might be saved and he tells them in verse 9

9 “Hurry and go up to my father, and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph: “God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not tarry. 10 You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near to me, you and your children, your children’s children, your flocks and your herds, and all that you have. 11 There I will provide for you, lest you and your household, and all that you have, come to poverty; for there are still five years of famine.” ’
That Joseph is excited at the plan that the LORD has revealed

He tells them to hurry and go get his father

Bring all your families and they will all be blessed abundantly

We need to realize that Joseph probably didn’t understand the full extent of God’s plan

That there would actually be hope of reuniting with his father

And that he would be able to bring them all down to be with him in Egypt

And that they would all be well provided for

We know that he had dreams of them all bowing down to him

But it could have been in subjection to him but still rejection of him

That he had no way to know where their hearts would be

If they had changed or remained the same

That he had to wait to see what was revealed

And now that he has seen that they have changed he’s in a hurry
The land of Goshen was one of the most fertile areas of Egypt. 
And he wanted his family there to have all that the LORD had provided

They had despised his dreams and sold him into slavery when he revealed them
But now they see that the dreams included blessings for all of them
Maybe to much to believe and so he says in verse 12

12 “And behold, your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my mouth that speaks to you. 13 So you shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that you have seen; and you shall hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 Then he fell on his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin wept on his neck. 15 Moreover he kissed all his brothers and wept over them, and after that his brothers talked with him. 
That yes they could believe their eyes and that they were eyewitnesses of all these things

That even Benjamin was there and could testify that these things were true

Because no doubt it would hard to convince their father to believe

But tell him with your own eyes and ears that it is indeed true that Joseph lives

And having blurted out all the blessing to bestow he fell upon their necks and began to ball
They kissed and they wept and they talked,  

They had some catchin up to do and so they did

Then it says in verse 16

16 Now the report of it was heard in Pharaoh’s house, saying, “Joseph’s brothers have come.” So it pleased Pharaoh and his servants well.  
That it was revealed what was going on and it pleased the Pharaoh

That it is revealed that the LORD had even prepared the Egyptians for this event 

That Joseph was well loved in Egypt. 
They realized that he had been the salvation of the nation. 
So to hear that he has been reunited with his family brings them joy

So much so that it says in verse 17

17 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say to your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your animals and depart; go to the land of Canaan. 18 Bring your father and your households and come to me; I will give you the best of the land of Egypt, and you will eat the fat of the land. 19 Now you are commanded—do this: Take carts out of the land of Egypt for your little ones and your wives; bring your father and come. 20 Also do not be concerned about your goods, for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours.’ ” 
That Pharaoh actually commands Joseph to bless his family

Do this, take wagons and go and get them and return and take the best of the land of Egypt
That the Pharaoh really welcomes them into the land

That Joseph need not feel like a usurper or a fraud

But it is all done with the full invitation of the Pharaoh

And it goes on to say in verse 21
21 Then the sons of Israel did so; and Joseph gave them carts, according to the command of Pharaoh, and he gave them provisions for the journey. 22 He gave to all of them, to each man, changes of garments; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver and five changes of garments. 23 And he sent to his father these things: ten donkeys loaded with the good things of Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with grain, bread, and food for his father for the journey. 24 So he sent his brothers away, and they departed; and he said to them, “See that you do not become troubled along the way.”

That we see the sons of Israel receive transportation, provision, garments, & riches because of their brother 
Pharaoh blessed the sons of Jacob for Joseph’s sake.
Even as the Father blesses us for Jesus sake
And according to Dr. James Boice
“To return to Canaan with ‘carts from Egypt’ was the cultural equivalent of landing a jumbo jet among a tribe of isolated savages. It would be the stuff legends are made of.”
So they are sent of with honors and blessings 

But ones that are nothing compared to what they will yet receive

That as incredible as all these things are

They are just a “down payment” if you will on what they will receive if they come back

In the same way that we were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession
That what we receive in Jesus in this life

Is nothing compared to what we will receive in Jesus in the next

It is just an inkling, a down payment on the purchased possession

If we will just “believe” and follow Him

So Joseph tells them “See that you do not become troubled along the way”: 
That the idea behind the words “become troubled” is literally become angry or quarrel. 
Joseph knew as soon as they left they would be tempted to act in selfish, unspiritual ways
That they needed to guard against their previous carnal ways
They would be in great danger of losing it all
Now they could have gotten all defensive and say where is your faith Joseph

I guess you really don’t believe us huh Joseph

Or simply be offended that he would say something like that to them

But that would show that there was not much progress

Because again a humble heart would gladly receive the direction

But the proud and haughty one would reject it

And so even in these small ways the attitude is revealed

Then it says in verse 25
25 Then they went up out of Egypt, and came to the land of Canaan to Jacob their father. 26 And they told him, saying, “Joseph is still alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt.” And Jacob’s heart stood still, because he did not believe them

That indeed even as Joseph knew would happen Jacob couldn’t believe it

It was just too much of a shock. 
Joseph the one he loved and mourned for was still alive and governor of Egypt?

How could that be when he had revealed before how “all things were against him”… remember

He was just telling them how he didn’t have much hope

Go ahead and take Benjamin and if I am bereaved I am bereaved

But now we see it revealed that he’s blessed yes he’s blessed

So much so it says, his heart stood still because he did not believe them
It’s amazing that when they brought the bad but false information 20 years ago about Joseph’s death

He didn’t have a problem believing that at all

But now when they bring good news about him being alive that is true

He has a problem believing that

Even as it’s easier to believe Jesus died for our sins than it is to believe He was raised for our life

That we were buried with Him in baptism, 

But we were also raised with Him through faith in the working of God, 

who raised Him from the dead for the newness of life that we should walk there in

Because if I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me

And in that we need to believe
Then in verse 27 it says
27 But when they told him all the words which Joseph had said to them, and when he saw the carts which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived. 28 Then Israel said, “It is enough. Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see him before I die.”
That indeed, at the hearing of his words he was revived

That Joseph was “revealed” in his words and in his gifts
Even as Jesus is revealed in His words and in His gifts

And the only way people will know Jesus is alive is if we tell them His words and show them His gifts

That we are those witnesses of all that He is to us

And when he hears that Joseph is alive

What is his response

“it is enough”

When Jesus is revealed to us as being alive

Our answer should be the same

“It is enough”

What else do we need?

Is there something else?

Do we need apologetics, and hermeneutics, and historific information

Or when Jesus is revealed is it enough

Notice it is no longer Jacob that answers, but now it’s Israel (governed by God - because he is revived)

Israel says, it is enough

I will go and see him before I die

Jacob is willing to pack it all up and go so that he might see him before he dies

That Joseph has been revealed in his words and in his gifts

And Israel said “it is enough”

But still he wants “more”

He wants the real thing

He wants to see him face to face

To spend time with him and love on him

And may I suggest it should be the same with us

Jesus has been revealed to us and it is “enough”

Because this is eternal life

To know Him the only true God and Jesus Christ whom He has sent

But still we should want more
Because we long to see Him face to face

Because we want to spend time with Him and love on Him
And it starts right here today

By makin the time to meet Him when you can

He wants to be revealed to you

Why don’t you reveal yourself to Him

He stands at the door and knocks and He says
If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.
He has come to save us from our sins

But it all depends on how we respond to Him

Will we have that humble and contrite heart that He will not despise

Or will we be arrogant and proud in our own eyes

The choice is up to us

The famine will come and Jesus will be revealed

But so will we
May we responds to Him and come be with Him

And receive all that He has to give us

