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Gen 2:25



“The Age of Innocence”

Last time here in Genesis we looked at how the Lord brought to Adam all the animals
And Adam named them

But the Lord did it for the purpose of showing Adam that there was not a suitable partner for him

Adam saw that all the animals had partners

But he had no partner

And as we saw

Then God created the woman so that the two could become one flesh

Where two people come together and produce a child that is a combination of them both

But before we go on into the next chapter and begin to look at a change of subject

I wanted to take a quick look back and tie it all together

Because the Bible is one integrated message that is inextricably intertwined
And it is important that we see the connections

Especially here in Genesis (the book of beginnings) and specifically the section on the age of innocence 

(before the curse)
So as we look back we see in verse 15 that it says

Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to tend and keep it.
And what I would like you to see

Is that even here at the very beginning

In the place that we would call paradise (in this age of innocence)
God had WORK for man to do

And according to God 

Man should work

So if you think a man shouldn’t have to work

If you think the best thing in life is to not have to work

Then you are wrong

Because God says we should work
Not that there is anything wrong with “rest”

We saw that God instituted a day of rest

(we don’t have to work all the time)

But the Bible has a lot to say about those who will not work

Proverbs 21:25 says

The desire of the lazy man kills him, For his hands refuse to labor.

And the destruction of society, of the family, and even of our own soul can be linked to being lazy
As desires for a short cut or for a faster way or easier way can often our ruin

As we will see in the next chapter (when we try to take a short cut to godlikeness)
In fact, a curse will come that will make our work much harder

And by the sweat of our brow will we earn our bread 

Though it was not that way from the beginning

For if God made work laborious and difficult in the curse
Then that means that prior to the curse

Work was a joy (and to keep and tend the garden of God was what we were made for)
So a point we can take away from this is

God intended us to work (as it says here)

He created us for good works (as it says in Eph 2:10)

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

But we ruined it by our sin (in the garden of Eden and in the lives that we live)

We make life difficult (we bring on our own problems)
But God has a better way

A way to work that is a joy

A life of discipline that is not hard

Because as Jesus said in Matthew 11:30  

For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.
So as we look at the curse in chapter 3

Remember how God intended to be!

Back in the age of innocence

Secondly notice with me that it says in verse 16-17

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."
And there is a temptation for man
As old as creation itself

For us to pursue knowledge for knowledge sake

To seek to become wise (as if we could become God)

And we seek knowledge of both good and evil (digging deep with no bounds\ trying to know every thing)
(when there are many things that we should not seek to know)
Not that knowledge is bad (as we have previously discussed)

The Bible says in Proverbs 1:7  “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge”
But there is nothing good in the knowledge of evil
In fact, to study the knowledge of evil
To plumb the depths of evil

Often is a path to evil

Even for those of an innocent heart

Like we will see in chapter 3

That is why the Bible says in Romans 16:19 

I want you to be wise in what is good, and simple concerning evil.

Contrary to what some think- there are things better left unknown (some things need to be left alone)

So let our thoughts return
To the way God intended it to be

Back in the age of innocence

And as we have previously seen
God said it was not good that the man should be alone

So God would make a partner for him

But first, God would show him all the other animals

(which we looked at in depth last time)

But notice with me that it says in verse 19

Out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to see what he would call them. And whatever Adam called each living creature, that was its name.

Now it does NOT say
God brought all the animals that He had previously made to Adam

Nor does it even say as the NIV incorrectly translates

The LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air
Because the word “had” is not in the original language nor is it implied

In fact, the verb “formed” is in the imperfect tense which indicates and incomplete action

(the perfect tense indicates a “completed” action that had already taken place)

But the tense in which this is written in the Hebrew language

Would almost seem to indicate that God continued the action of creation (He was NOT done)

AND He formed right there in front of Adam every beast of the field and bird of the air

As if to show Adam that He was indeed God (He was the Creator) John 1:3 says 

All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.

Not that God could not have made them previously and brought them to Adam
But it is highly probable that God created them right there BEFORE Adam

So that even in his innocence as new creation of God

There would be an unshakeable knowledge that God is exactly who He said He was (the Creator\ I saw it)
Though we will see that belief shaken to its core in the next chapter

And though it is the aim of the enemy throughout all ages to call in to question who God is

The Lord never leaves His children (no matter how young they are)

Without sufficient information to see that He is God
Though the world attacks it

Though there are contradictory theories about it (as we have studied going through Genesis)

There is more than enough proof to show there is a God

And that He really did make the heavens and the earth and all that is in them in six literal days

So if we will stand with Him

And if we will allow Him

To bring all of creation before us

Then we will see formed in us

The simple faith of sight

While He turns on the light (and we see that He is indeed our Creator)
So let our minds see

The way He created it to be

Back in the age of innocence

Then we see
Because there was not a suitable helper

God made the woman
And it says in verse 23-34

So Adam said: "This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man." Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.
And notice with me
It was because there was not a suitable helper

(there was not one that was the perfect fit)

There was certainly the little monkey, that could be entertaining

There was no doubt the dog, that could be so comforting

There was probably a tiger, that could be quite exciting

But there was not the completion, the companion, the communion that God intended for man

And there are those

Who will follow the twisted logic of the serpent of old
And try to put forth that all we need is someone to enjoy

That somehow it is sufficient to have a companion 

(whether that is an animal or a person or an inanimate object)

That what matters is that we have our emotional needs met

(and all things are permissible as long as it feels good)

But that is NOT from God

In fact it goes against God

And what He intended

God didn’t look at all the animals and say to Adam

“I made a large variety, choose one and be happy!”

(NO, He saw it was NOT good for him to be alone- though he was not ALONE if you count the animals)

So He would not let the man be alone

And God would make a suitable partner

Now we know, God made man

And He could have easily made ANOTHER man

And He could have said,

“There, now he is not alone”

But God did NOT make another man

Because another man is not a suitable partner for a man

(He may be a good friend, He may be a buddy, He might be a great help in time of need)
But he is NOT a suitable partner

(not because I say so, but because God says so)

And He should know! (He made us)
He made Adam and then He made Eve (He did not make Adam and then make Steve)

Because God intended a woman to be the partner for a man

And I understand

There are people who prefer people of the same gender (believe in same gender marriage\ equal rights)
People who believe and espouse and actively promote this lifestyle

(and they may hate hearing this or hate me for saying it)

But I am not their enemy

I am not afraid of them or upset with them

In fact I love many of them very much (including my own brother who is homosexual\people I work with)

But this is not a question of, “What makes them happy?” (if they think that will make them happy)
The question is, “What does God say is right and good?”

If we were to all do what we think right in our own eyes

Then there would be nothing wrong with the Hitler’s and the Mussolini’s and the Manson’s of the world

(after all, killing others is what makes them happy)

And since Jim Jones thinks that it is for the greater good that everyone drink poison Kool-aid and die

Does that somehow make it right?

If there is no God

YES! That is fine

Because the only right is what is subjective in your own eyes

And if a nation embraces a common belief

(like Jews are not fit to live, or slavery is ok, or homosexuality is just an alternative lifestyle)

Who is to say they are wrong?

Who decides right from wrong?

(if we are an act of random chance\ if we have evolved\ then the strong decide)

Survival of the fittest!

And we have Alpha males like Adolf Hitler striving for the top

But if there is a God

Then He decides

And He has reasons that we don’t understand

In fact the Bible says in Romans 11:33  

Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!

We don’t need to understand it

We just need to accept it

Because He is God

And did you ever stop to think

That marriage is more about holiness than happiness

(anybody who’s been married knows its not about happiness) times of happiness\ but not for happiness
But it really does have a lot to do with holiness

Holiness meaning to be set apart (to be different\ to be changed) and marriage has a lot to do with change

For starters

Because you have to learn to truly love someone who is very different than you

men are crude\ women are emotional 

women smart\ men are strong
men are rational\ women are less rational (passionate)
women smell very nice\ men not so nice
(you get the picture) and you must change to get along
In same sex relationships (you have someone who is the same as you)

Though they emulate masculine and feminine roles (they are acting different than what they are made)

They are both males or both females and they believe there is a benefit in this same gender relationship

But God says there is benefit in loving someone different than you
And nothing is more different than a man and a woman

Because you take those different people and you combine them into one

And you have to learn to trust someone with your innermost thoughts
You have to become vulnerable
You offer up your heart and soul to this person who is different

And they make mistakes

There are misunderstandings 

And there is great hurt

But there is also great hope!

That love will conquer all

You learn to love DESPITE the difference

You become more patient than you are
You become stronger than you are

You become more caring than you are

Because that is what is needed in that relationship

In many ways you take on some of the characteristics of that other person

And it is a process of being molded and shaped into a different image

You have to learn to decrease in your own desires

You need to fade as an individual

And you need to become one with your partner

Even as we are to become one with God

In fact, the Bible makes it clear that the marriage relationship is to be an example of the relationship

That we are to have with God

Paul says in Ephesians 5:30-32  

For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones.  "FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH."  This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

The oneness that is spoken of in marriage

Is to be an example of what we have in Christ

He became flesh and dwelt among us

John 1:14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us

And we are conformed into the image 

Romans 8:29  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son

That there is a oneness and a holiness and an innocence to what we are to become
So that as it says in Genesis 2:25

And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

That we are to be taken back
To a life not under the curse
Back to the age of innocence

Which is not a time

But it is a place

A place where we can all go as Christians

A place available to those who are born again

A place where we shed our defenses and our criticism and cynicisms and our hurts

A place where the love is so pure

The trust is so strong

And the self-centeredness is so gone

That it is as if we are naked and unashamed
A place that we know we once were as little children

Where there was no sexual connotation
In fact, most children are nudist!

They come into the world without clothes

And they prefer being without clothes

And usually have to be trained into wearing clothes

Because they are naked and unashamed

Not that I am promoting nudity

There is a place for modesty

And we have lost that in our society

(and it is wrong because it is very sexual and leads to all kinds of sins)

My parents were nudist (children of the sixties)

And raised a very dysfunctional family
But this is talking about a non-sexual nakedness

A place of total openness

A place where we are emotionally naked and unashamed

A place where we come to know as Hebrews 4:13 says 

There is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.

A place where we are very open with God about who we are and what needs to change
A place where we are trusting and vulnerable with the One we love

And a place where we want to be molded and shaped into His image as we spend time with Him

A place of innocence

Where we know He is our God and we are glad that we are His people

And a place where love conquers all

As it says in 1 John 4:10-11  

In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.   Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

A place where we come to understand the oneness we should have with God

And the trust we should have for God

No matter what the world says

Or what people do

Because as we will see as we pick up next week 
This is all called into question (all that we have studied so far) 

All called into question in Genesis 3:1  where it says

Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?"

Did God say?

You should work
You don’t have to know everything

He did create all things

Marriage is for a man and a woman

Sex is good when it is within the bounds of that marriage

Yes He did!

Though the world around us says otherwise

He did indeed say

It says in Ephesians 4:14  

We should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,

Do not become politically correct

Don’t become like the world (Romans 12:2 says)

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Read the Word

Love your God

And let Him bring back the innocence to your life
Lest you become beguiled by the questions of the enemy
So b4 we leave this section,
No matter what kind of pain you are in or what kind of hurts you may suffer

Remember all the good that the LORD God has done for you, all the love He has for you

For in THIS is love, NOT that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.   And if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. (And return to the age of innocence)
