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Gen 41


“Delivered From Prison”
Last week we were following Joseph as he was in prison

We had seen how things had constantly gone bad for him

That his brothers despised him and sold him into slavery

How he ended up in the house of a captain of the guard as a slave in Egypt
How he was falsely accused of serious crimes

And put in prison for things he didn’t do

And that as he did the best he could to be faithful and diligent and hard working

It seemed it always ended up for the worst

And even with the butler and the baker as he interpreted their dreams correctly

When the butler was restored to serving Pharaoh

He didn’t remember Joseph but forgot him

And once again Joseph was left to languish in these troubles

When it seemed that things might be looking up

Then they would come crashing down

There was a ray of hope and then it didn’t come to pass

Messages sent, but no replies

Prayers that were prayed and no answers heard

And you can imagine that this was very tough

All this time passing, and still no results

Joseph still here waiting to be delivered from these terrible things in his life
God had given him dreams to remember

Shown him things that would be

That Joseph had lil bits to cling too as he waited

But that it was still very difficult as he waited (and many of us can be in that place)
But there comes a day in verse 1 of chapter 41 where it says
Then it came to pass, at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh had a dream; and behold, he stood by the river. 2 Suddenly there came up out of the river seven cows, fine looking and fat; and they fed in the meadow. 3 Then behold, seven other cows came up after them out of the river, ugly and gaunt, and stood by the other cows on the bank of the river. 4 And the ugly and gaunt cows ate up the seven fine looking and fat cows. So Pharaoh awoke. 5 He slept and dreamed a second time; and suddenly seven heads of grain came up on one stalk, plump and good. 6 Then behold, seven thin heads, blighted by the east wind, sprang up after them. 7 And the seven thin heads devoured the seven plump and full heads. So Pharaoh awoke, and indeed, it was a dream.
That Joseph was in prison - forgotten by the royal butler - for two years now. 
And it “came to pass” at the end of those “two full years” that Pharaoh had a dream

That we see that yes Joseph waited many years going through many problems

But God was bringing it all together at His perfect time

And it was “now” that it came to pass
God could have had the butler remember Joseph a year or more earlier. 
But God had a plan much greater than imagined
And sometimes there are difficulties in bringing about such a glorious plan

Not because it is hard for the LORD to do miraculous things

But because the Lord has to deal with people

And there is often much work to do in and through us as individuals 
And until the appointed time when the LORD is ready

We see Joseph was there another two full years
And then Pharaoh had a dream

In this dream, seven fat cows came out of the waters of the Nile and were consumed by seven skinny cows. Then in a second dream, seven thin heads devoured seven fat heads of wheat
And Pharaoh “woke up” and knew it was a dream

That it was not one of those vague mists of the night kinda dreams

But that it was very “clear and real” but definitely a dream

Once so memorable that it stuck in his mind
And we can see that in verse 8

Now it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled, and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt and all its wise men. And Pharaoh told them his dreams, but there was no one who could interpret them for Pharaoh. 9 Then the chief butler spoke to Pharaoh, saying: “I remember my faults this day. 10 When Pharaoh was angry with his servants, and put me in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, both me and the chief baker, 11 we each had a dream in one night, he and I. Each of us dreamed according to the interpretation of his own dream. 12 Now there was a young Hebrew man with us there, a servant of the captain of the guard. And we told him, and he interpreted our dreams for us; to each man he interpreted according to his own dream. 13 And it came to pass, just as he interpreted for us, so it happened. He restored me to my office, and he hanged him.”

14 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him quickly out of the dungeon; and he shaved, changed his clothing, and came to Pharaoh.
That in the morning his spirit was troubled, Pharaoh was troubled
That he was imprisoned by these dreams

So much so that he called for all the magicians and all the wise men of Egypt

That he pulled in all the resources at his command to be delivered from these dreams

But there was none that could interpret them for him

That he was stuck

This troubling dream that plagued his soul and no one to interpret

Brought to a place that the LORD had prepared

So now we see things come into action

That it is at this point that the butler remembers

That he admits his fault for forgetting Joseph

But that he now remembers and that this is what Pharaoh needs

That there is this one that interprets dreams

And he does so accurately as I am a witness

And he can deliver you from these dreams

And so we see that Joseph was delivered from prison to deliver the Pharoah from his troubling dreams
That in a sense the words of his brothers are fulfilled when they mocked 

“let us see what becomes of this dreamer”

That the LORD uses his dreams and understanding of dreams so that Joseph is delivered from prison

And Joseph is delivered to the Pharaoh 

So Pharaoh might be delivered from the prison of his dreams

Also notice that we see though it was a long time in coming

That when it did happen, it happened quickly

That as it is so often with the LORD there is a period of waiting in which to be patient

But then a rapid succession of events that deliver us from our prisons

That it all comes together in an instant as the Lord delivers his people
And we must realize that the LORD is in the business of delivering His people
That Psalm 34 tells us

17
The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears,


And delivers them out of all their troubles.

18
The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart,


And saves such as have a contrite spirit.

19
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,


But the Lord delivers him out of them all.

20
He guards all his bones;


Not one of them is broken.

21
Evil shall slay the wicked,


And those who hate the righteous shall be condemned.

22
The Lord redeems the soul of His servants,

And none of those who trust in Him shall be condemned.

Because our God desires to deliver us from our affliction

That He hears our cries from heaven and He remembers our frames that we are but dust

He is far from the wicked, But He hears the prayer of the righteous.

He has not forgotten His children and He will deliver them
And whatever those troubles are that we are suffering in OUR Egypt …
The slavery of sin

Or the shackles of sorrow

Or the prison of pain

We may think it has been so long that the LORD has forgotten us

We may think that after these many years there is no hope

That our life we be like this forever!!
But it is often in an instant that the LORD delivers us as He delivers Joseph here

Just as in the same night the death angel came to Egypt, so the nation was delivered

And in the same night in which our Lord Jesus was betrayed, we were delivered

And so we wait for that instant, when our sorrows will be turned to joy and our pain to gladness
Though it may seems like forever getting there

In an “instant”, in the twinkling of an eye, at the sound of the Lord, we are delivered
Things are all changed 

As He brings the plan all together
He takes us from our prison

Then we are shaved and clothed and come into the presence of the King

We are made clean - And we can start our new life rejoicing in what the LORD has done

But like with Joseph

We are called for a reason

That we are not “just” set free

But we are also “set apart”

We are NOT sent to Egypt to be like Egypt

But to be a witness to Egypt

To help them to “understand” what the LORD has said

To bring light into their dark world as we share the light of life
And so we see here

The LORD does deliver
He delivers us and He delivered Joseph

From the prison to the presence of the king
(And then we see in verse 15)
15 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. But I have heard it said of you that you can understand a dream, to interpret it.”

16 So Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh an answer of peace.”
That Pharaoh tells Joseph that none can interpret his dreams

But that he has heard that he can

(Pharaoh gives Joseph a golden opportunity to glorify himself)
To use this to keep himself out of prison

After all, God delivered him from prison

But Joseph could make sure he stay delivered (like postal insurance or something)

(Making sure he wasn’t thrown back in afterwards and left there like he was when he had this opportunity)
That he could make himself important and needed in Pharaohs eyes

Setting up his little empires of “Dreams are us”

But Joseph would have none of it. 
He did not use this as an opportunity to glorify himself before Pharaoh, but only to glorify God.

Joseph seems much wiser and perhaps more humble than he did before
No longer focusing on the dream as much as the Lord who gives the dreams

Earlier with his brothers

He was busy telling about the dream and his role in it instead of focusing on the God that gave it
Not that what he did earlier was wrong

But that we see a better focus and more wisdom in the way that Joseph responds now
And it is often through those trials that the Lord works these things into us

While Joseph was going through these things

The LORD was doing some things

Both in and through Joseph, and in the world around him to bring about the LORD’s glorious plan

So NOW, when the Joseph is delivered from prison
He knows it was the LORD and the LORD can do it again if they send him back

So Joseph has no problem saying that it is not me
But it is God who will give you an answer of peace

And that it is God who will deliver you from this prison

17 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph: “Behold, in my dream I stood on the bank of the river. 18 Suddenly seven cows came up out of the river, fine looking and fat; and they fed in the meadow. 19 Then behold, seven other cows came up after them, poor and very ugly and gaunt, such ugliness as I have never seen in all the land of Egypt. 20 And the gaunt and ugly cows ate up the first seven, the fat cows. 21 When they had eaten them up, no one would have known that they had eaten them, for they were just as ugly as at the beginning. So I awoke. 22 Also I saw in my dream, and suddenly seven heads came up on one stalk, full and good. 23 Then behold, seven heads, withered, thin, and blighted by the east wind, sprang up after them. 24 And the thin heads devoured the seven good heads. So I told this to the magicians, but there was no one who could explain it to me.”
So we see that Pharaoh is open

That despite the fact that Joseph says that it is not him but the LORD

That as far as Pharaoh is concerned

Joseph is the vessel that the LORD is using

That we… as we are delivered from our prison and serve the living God

We are recognized as the vessels that He uses

Yes we know it is not us, but it is God that brings the answer of peace

(Because that is how we were delivered from our prison)
We heard the good news

Though we had a debt we could not pay

Though we had transgressed God’s law and fallen short

Though we knew that our destination was worse then the prison that we were currently in

But someone came and shared the news that Jesus died for us

We were delivered from prison by the LORD

But that He used that person as a vessel to deliver the message
(Because we deliver the message of deliverance from the Deliverer of all things)
Joseph acknowledges that the LORD will deliver

So Pharaoh delivers the dream to Joseph

And we Joseph respond in verse 25
25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has shown Pharaoh what He is about to do: 26 The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good heads are seven years; the dreams are one. 27 And the seven thin and ugly cows which came up after them are seven years, and the seven empty heads blighted by the east wind are seven years of famine. 28 This is the thing which I have spoken to Pharaoh. God has shown Pharaoh what He is about to do. 29 Indeed seven years of great plenty will come throughout all the land of Egypt; 30 but after them seven years of famine will arise, and all the plenty will be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine will deplete the land. 31 So the plenty will not be known in the land because of the famine following, for it will be very severe. 32 And the dream was repeated to Pharaoh twice because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass.
We see that Joseph gets right to the point
That the dreams are “one”

And they are from the “One God”, the true God, the One that interprets dreams

He explains that the seven cows and seven heads of grain each represent seven years. 
There will be seven years of plenty and abundance, then seven years of want and famine. 
But the years of famine will be so bad that the good years will be forgotten.
But the Lord wants to deliver you

And so He has revealed this to you

And He established it twice in these two ways and given you the interpretation

That you would know that He will do this thing and He will shortly bring it pass

Here we see that Joseph does not soften or compromise the message

That he doesn’t speak differently to Pharaoh than he did to the butler or the baker

(and we should not change the message but give it as it is… the truth)

So he tells him the good and the bad

And that it will shortly come to pass

But Joseph knew that the LORD had a purpose in revealing this thing
That the good news is… that the LORD desires to deliver His people

So Joseph goes on in verse 33 after the interpretation and gives the application

33 “Now therefore, let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over the land of Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the land, to collect one-fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt in the seven plentiful years. 35 And let them gather all the food of those good years that are coming, and store up grain under the authority of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. 36 Then that food shall be as a reserve for the land for the seven years of famine which shall be in the land of Egypt, that the land may not perish during the famine.”
Joseph knew the matter was entirely in the hands of God. 
God had a purpose for the dream, 
a purpose for the timing, 
a purpose for the famine, 
a purpose for Joseph being in jail, 
a purpose for everything.

And we see that this purpose shines through as Joseph speaks to Pharaoh

That these many years as a slave and a steward of a prominent man’s house

These years in as a prisoner and keeper or prisoners and of the prison

Has left Joseph with the ability to administrate and reason
He can assess the situation and make a recommendation

(He is not bucking for a job)
But doing what he has been doing for these 13 years

There was a problem revealed

And Joseph believed it was real

And so he gives a course of action to those who are in charge

I wonder how often people doubt what we say about what the LORD has revealed

Because looking at us it doesn’t seem like it is real

Imagine if Joseph had just said “thus saith the LORD” Yadda Yadda blah blah

Order extra supplies from Walmart and cut back on the pizza before bed time

It’s probably just anxiety and acid reflux (
Would Pharaoh take him serious?

Would they believe that this was from God?
How often when we share 

Do we make it seem like it’s not that big a deal whether you choose heaven or hell

That yeah it probably be good if you accept the LORD

But you do have the right to choose what you want\ you don’t have to decide now\ not a big deal
Do we really believe??

Do we have an urgency in us?
Do we have a course of action?
Do we really get a reaction?
And is it because we don’t take it too serious?
It’s been said that if each of us we were dangled over the pit of hell for 24 hours
That we were have a different perspective on the things of eternity

And we would have a course of action to give to those whose fate was heading them in that direction

Here we see that Joseph sees the threat as real

And he offers the Pharaoh his advice

That there should be action taken because of the revelation of God

And we see the Pharaohs reaction in verse 37
37 So the advice was good in the eyes of Pharaoh and in the eyes of all his servants. 38 And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom is the Spirit of God?”
39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Inasmuch as God has shown you all this, there is no one as discerning and wise as you. 40 You shall be over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to your word; only in regard to the throne will I be greater than you.” 41 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt.” 42 Then Pharaoh took his signet ring off his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand; and he clothed him in garments of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. 43 And he had him ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried out before him, “Bow the knee!” So he set him over all the land of Egypt. 44 Pharaoh also said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, and without your consent no man may lift his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.” 45 And Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaphnath-Paaneah. And he gave him as a wife Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On. So Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt.
The advice was good in the eyes of Pharaoh

Because he saw the wisdom of God in Joseph
Notice it says that Pharaoh said, “Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom is the Spirit of God?”

That this is the first mention of the Spirit of God being “in someone”

And we see it is used by God as an incredible witness to “Egypt” which is the world

Pharaoh says “Inasmuch as God has shown you all this, there is no one as discerning and wise as you.”

That he sees that the LORD is with Joseph

And like his predecessors, the captain of the guard and the keeper of the prison

Pharaoh puts Joseph in charge because he sees that the LORD is with him
That Pharaoh was delivered by Joseph

And now Joseph is delivered by Pharaoh

But in reality both were delivered by God

How we need to be… those deliverers that deliver the message of God

So that people see in us the Spirit of God and the wisdom of God
(And maybe they don’t promote us physically)
But more importantly they promote what we’re promoting

Because they really believe that it’s from God

That He is the deliverer

He has delivered us

He can delivered them

And so the message is then delivered
And though Joseph had been through so much difficulty in his life

Here we see the LORD blesses him abundantly above what he could ask or think

That as a faithful servant of God who was set over a few things

Here he is set over many things

Pharaoh says to him
“You shall be over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to your word”; 
“only in regard to the throne will I be greater than you.”
Joseph has now gone from the pit to the pinnacle, 
but it took some 13 years to happen. 
From the outside, Joseph looked like an “overnight success,” 
but it was many years in the making.

He was indeed delivered from prison by the LORD but it was in the LORD’s time

He was given great gifts from the king and was given a wife

(Given all those good gifts from the God that delivered him)
So that he might start this new life rejoicing in what the LORD had done

And he went all over the land of Egypt…Truly free 
Free from the struggles that had been his life for so long
Free from the oppression and the animosity and the cruelty of those around him

Truly free now that the LORD had delivered him

And it says in verse 46
46 Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt. 47 Now in the seven plentiful years the ground brought forth abundantly. 48 So he gathered up all the food of the seven years which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities; he laid up in every city the food of the fields which surrounded them. 49 Joseph gathered very much grain, as the sand of the sea, until he stopped counting, for it was immeasurable.
That we see that Joseph was 30 when he stood before Pharaoh

And was 17 when he was sold into slavery

So for those 13 years he suffered

(But now he was abundantly blessed)
And we see that the seven years of plenty came even as the LORD had shown

And Joseph did wisely and stored up the abundance of grain

That he did not squander the abundance that the LORD provided

But was a good steward and followed the plan

It says that the abundance was so great, like the sand of the sea

So much so that they gave up counting

And the LORD tells us

If we are good stewards

If we don’t rob God by not giving as we should

If we will love others as we have been loved

Then will be abundantly blessed beyond measure

It says in Malachi 3:10

Try Me now in this,Says the Lord of hosts,

“If I will not open for you the windows of heaven

And pour out for you such blessing

That there will not be room enough to receive it.
So we see here the bounty is brought in
Not that we give to get

But that we realize we can’t out give God

We can be delivered from the fears

By simply giving the LORD our resources and letting Him deliver us

We see in verse 50 that the LORD blesses Joseph

50 And to Joseph were born two sons before the years of famine came, whom Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On, bore to him. 51 Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: “For God has made me forget all my toil and all my father’s house.” 52 And the name of the second he called Ephraim: “For God has caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction.”
Then Joseph was also blessed with sons

From his Egyptian wife, Joseph fathered Manasseh, whose name means “forgetfulness.” 
Because God made Joseph to forget all the previous pain and suffering in his life. 
His second son is Ephraim, which means “fruitfulness,” because God made Joseph fruitful in Egypt.

That part of the blessings of God

Is that He can take away the pain of our afflictions

Not that we forget those things

But that we can remember them without the former pain

Because our God has delivered us from them

We see Joseph praises the LORD as he names his second son “fruitful”
Because the LORD has blessed him so much
And when the LORD takes away the pains of the suffering that we have had

And causes us to be fruitful

It should be reflected in our lives as it is in Joseph’s

We need to remember 

that all things work together for good to those who are the called according to His purpose 

And we are fruitful because of Him
Not that all things are good, not that there isn’t pain and suffering

But that He really can use all things “for good” to those who are His

Even as He did with Joseph
And that doesn’t mean there are not difficulties around us or still yet to come as we see in verse 53
53 Then the seven years of plenty which were in the land of Egypt ended, 54 and the seven years of famine began to come, as Joseph had said. The famine was in all lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. 55 So when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread. Then Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph; whatever he says to you, do.” 56 The famine was over all the face of the earth, and Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold to the Egyptians. And the famine became severe in the land of Egypt. 57 So all countries came to Joseph in Egypt to buy grain, because the famine was severe in all lands.
That the severe famine came as sure as the incredible abundance did

And it was so severe that the good times were forgotten

But because of Joseph’s wise preparation there was bread in the land of Egypt

Where the LORD had provided there was bread

He was the deliverer and He was the provider

For He delivers from the famine as well as from the prison and even from damnation

Our God is a God that delivers - in that we can put our trust

And it says that the countries all about came to Joseph to find this bread

And we see that if we are good stewards of the deliverance that the LORD has provided

Then the world will come to you looking for the Bread of life

Because the LORD does deliver
But they must come to the “Deliverer” to receive that deliverance

So we must “open up the storehouses of grain” by opening up the word of God

We must go throughout all the land so that people may see

Though we were once prisoners and slaves we have been set free

That the LORD has blessed us and comforted us in the land of our affliction

As it says in 2 Cor 1:3-4
That we are comforted by God 4 who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

That we are delivered that we might deliver the message of deliverance

Because the bible says that any that come to Him
He will in no wise cast out

That all may freely come 


The LORD says in Isa 55

Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.

Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy?

Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And let your soul delight itself in abundance.
Incline your ear, and come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall live;

And I will make an everlasting covenant with you—

So let us come and be delivered
And then let us share

That other might also be delivered

By the God that delivered us
